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LETTER LXI. 


Purney from ROME 1% LORETTO. 


the Porta Flumentana, anciently called Por- 
ra Flaminia. The Ponte Malle, or Milæio 
corruptly ſo called, from M. Emilius Scaurus, 
who firſt erected the Bridge, lies in this 
Road, about an /alian Mile from Rome. 
It is evident that this Space, was not covered with Build- 
ings in the Time of the ancient Romans, both becauſe 
there are no Ruins to be ſeen here, and becauſe we know 
that Conflantine the Great, drew up his Army in this Place 
_ againſt Maxentius, We may therefore conclude that an- 
cient Rome, did not extend beyond the preſent Walls. 
The Road leading to Sienna and Florence, anciently called 
the Via Caſſia, after you have paſſed the Tiber, by Means 
of the Ponte Felice, ſo called from its Founder Pope Six- 
Vol. IV. B tus 


HE Road from Rome to Germany, is through 
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ut V. who while he was a Monk aſſumed the Name of 


Felix, turns off towards the Left. 

At this Bridge is the fifth Stage, after paſſing through 
Prima Porta, Catel Nuova, Rignano, Civita Caſtanella, 
and Borghetto. | | | 


On the Right of the Road leading from Rignano to Ci- 


vita Caftellana, is the Mountain St. Orefte, where ſeveral 
Hermits have made their Cells. It is alſo called Monte 
di S. Sitvefiro, from a Convent erected there, by Char/e- 
magne, in Honour of St. Sikvefter ; but its more ancient 
Names were, Mons Faliſcorum, and Soracte. It is not im- 
poſſible but a Period, injudiciouſly placed between the 
two firſt Letters of the latter, made it 8. Oreſe. Malul- 
Jan himſelf tells us, that from an Accident of the ſame 


Kind &. Yiarus, would have increaſed the Number of 


Saints, had it not been diſcovered at laſt, that the Let- 
ters S. Viar, the Foundation from whence the Defenders 
of Viarius's Saintſhip relied, were only the Remains of 
Prefeftus Viarum, or Surveyor of the Highways. Strabo, 


Pliny, and Solinus, have deſcribed the remarkable annual 


Offering of the Hirpii to Apollo, on Mount Socrate. Yar- 
ro tells us, that the Goats on this Mountains leaped from 
one Rock to another, at the Diſtance of ſixty Paces. 

The Village of Civita Caſtellana is built on a ſteep 
Hill, and ſuppoſed, by Antonio Maſſa, who wrote a par- 
ticular Treatiſe, de Origine Faliſcorum, to be the ancient 
Feſcennium, or Capital of the Faliſci. 


It is fituated in the Midſt of a hilly Country, not cul- 


tivated to the beſt Advantage, about thirty ſeven alan 
Miles from Rome. The Bridge towards Orricola, which 


opens a Communication with the oppoſite Part of the 


Country, was built by Pope Clement Xl. 
In a Plain contiguous to the Tiber, on the left Hand 
Side of the Road, about an Talian Mile from Otricoli, the 


Ruins of the old Sabine Town Ocrea, or Ocriculum, are 


fill viſible, but the Sight of them, few will think a ſuffi- 
cient Compenſation for turning out of the Way. The 


modern Otricoli, which is ſituated on a Mountain, 1s but 


a poor mean Village. 
Five Miles beyond Otricoli, towards Calui, the Soil 


near the Tiber is ſo deep and marſhy, that the Men who 
draw the loaded Barges from Rome, are obliged to walk 
5 bare 


r Aa ant 


ds ht PA et es © e 


„% yo rm AA © #6 rod Ay wo *%.. la 6. 


Mp, of wh 


— 


C 
ſ 
I; 
fl 
0 
7 
C 


L O-'R'E T T0. Orb: 
bare footed ; and whenever it happens to rain, the Barges 
are forced to come to an Anchor, ſuch a thick Fog being 


raiſed, that they cannot keep their Eyes open to direck 


them. The Bottom of the River Nera is a Bed of Chalk, 
as is evident from the Whiteneſs of its Waters; but it is 
remarkable that the Rain turns this Water of a rediſh Co- 
lour. | 

In the Road between Otricoli and Narni, the Traveller 
is entertained with ſeveral enchanting Proſpects, eſpeci- 
ally near Porcaria, which is fituated on the Declivity of a 
Hill. This Road was repaired by Gregory XIII. and a 


little beyond Ponte Sanchonaro, is an Inſcription on a 
Stone to commemorate his Liberality in ſo uſeful a Work. 


From hence the Country through which the Road paſſes, 
is very ſtony, and mountainous, and on the left Hand, 
are ſeveral lofty Precipices. On the Top of a Hill are 
ſome fabulous Monuments, of an ancient Giant called Or- 
landb; and among the reſt, a large Stone, ſaid to have 
been his Chair, and the Cave in which he lived. The 
Cavern exhibits no Marks of Magnificence; it is partly 
hewn out of the Rock, and partly conſtructed with Stones 


and Mortar, but ſo badly performed that the Water drops 


through the Roof in ſeveral Places. It is alſo called 
Antrum Sibyllæ, or the Sybil's Cave. In the Rock, on ona 


Side of this Cavern, is the Print of a Horſe's Hoof, pre- 


tended to be natural, but in reality done by ſome bung- 
ling Carver; near it is a deep Hole in the Earth, from 
which Steam or Smoke is ſaid to be emitted after hea- 
vy Rains, | | 
Narni is a mean Town; but, as it ſtands high, theProſpe& 
from it, into the Valley below, extending towards Terr, is 
very delightful. This Place was anciently called Nequinum, 
from the Obſtinacy of its Inhabitants, who, when the Place 
was beſieged, killed their Wives and Children, in order to 
ſave their Proviſions, and when all theſe were conſumed, 


choſe rather to lay violent Hands on themſelves, than 


ſurrender. Others derive this Name, from the extreme 
Badneſs of the Roads, formerly near it. But notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Diſadvantages, it values itſelf highly, 
on having been the Birthplace of the Emperor Nerwa, 
Pope John XIII. the Venetian General Gattamelata, Car- 
dinal C2#, and ſome other celebrated Perſons, But Car- 
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Excellent Springs, and a noble AqueduR, which conveys 
the Water hither from about fifteen Talian Miles Diſtance, 
In the Cathedral the high Altar and fine Stairs leading 
down into St. Juvenal's Chapel, merit Obſervation. 
But what deſerves particular Notice, is the Ruins of the 
Bridge, built by Auguſtus over the Nera. It lies to the 
Left a little below the Town, and the only Way to it, 
is down a difficult Hill; but this is a Trouble, which no 
Lover of curious Antiquities will regret. The Bridge it- 
ſelf connects two Eminences, on the oppoſite Sides of the 
River, for the Conveniency of making a Road to Peru- 
gia. It is compoſed of large Blocks of Free- ſtone, joined 
together without any Cement or Iron Cramps, and their 
Outſides cut in Form of a Diamond. On the Side next 


Narni, and on dry Land, is one entire Arch ſtill remain- 


ing, of an extraordinary Height, the Piers- of which are 
upwards of forty common Paces aſunder: On the Hill 
and near the Foot of the Bridge is a Hole ſaid to be of 
ſuch a Depth, as by Means of a ſubterraneous Vault un- 
der the Nera, one may croſs to the other Side of the Ri- 
ver. The Piers which are ſtill remaining in the Water, 
give ſome Idea of the uncommon Magnitude of its Arch- 
es, which however were not of an equal Diameter. Ago- 
ftino Martinelli, in a work entituled, Deſcriptrone de diwerſi 
ponti efſiflenti ſopra il ſiumi Nera e Tiere, has given a par- 
icular Account of this Bridge, and according to his Com- 
putation, its Length was eight hundred and fifty Pali, 
or ſix hundred and thirty ſeven Roman Feet and a Half; a 
Roman Foot, according to Montfaucon being equal to ele- 
ven Paris Inches, conſequently the whole is above five 
hundred and eighty four French Feet and , Parts. The 
Piers of the firſt Arch, which are ſtill remaining, ſtand a 
hundred Palmi aſunder; and its Height is a hundred and 
fifty: the Diſtance between the Piers of the ſecond Arch, 
is a hundred and eighty Palm, that of the third, a hun- 
dred and fifty, and the laſt Arch, which ends on the other 
Side of the Nera, is a hundred and ninety Palmi, or a 
hundred and-ſorty two. Reman Feet and a Half, Theſe 
however fall ſhort of the Ponte Rialto at Venice, and other 
Arches to be {cen at preſent in Europe. 


The 


inal Sacripanti does it no great Honour. Here are ſome 
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The moſt convenient Method of ſeeing this ſtately 
Piece of Antiquity, is to let the Carriage wait in the 
Road to Terni, while you walk a- foot from the Town 
down the ſteep Hill above : mentioned, and ſo fave the 
Trouble of climbing it «gain with the Chaiſe. The Ne- 
ra, which ſoon afterwards joins. the Tiber, near Gua//a- 
nello, produces Tench, Barbil, Eels, Trouts, and other 


excellent Fiſh. Term, lies ſeven alla Miles from Nar- 


ui, and the Road runs * fine Valley, were the 
Country, eſpecially that Part een Ceſſa and Colle Sci- 
poli, (in Latin Collis Sipronis,) is extremely delightful. The 
Fields are planted with Rows of Trees, encireled with 
very large Vines. Amongſt Others, here is cultivated a 
Kind of Vine, which bears ſmall Grapes deſtitute of 
Stones, or Kernels. They are called Uva-paf/a or Pa 
farina, and greatly uſed in Sauces: They are alſo mixed 
by artful Merchants, with the Levant Currants, which 
they very much reſemble in Shape and Taſte. This 
Country abounds with Fig-trees, and Olive- yards. Ac- 
cording to Pliny, Lib. xvui. c. 28, the Meadows round 
Terni, even thoſe which cannot be watered, are mowed 
four Times in a Year, and in the leſs fertile Parts, where 
they had only three Crops of Hay, good Paſture remain. 
ed for the Cattle. The Turneps here are ſo large as 
ſometimes to weigh between thirty and forty Pounds, and 
the Ground where they thrive beſt is ſomething ſtony. 
The Seeds of theſe Turneps, will not produce ſuch large 
Roots in other Countries, nor even in the Mzi/are/s, where 
the Soil is very rich. The Melons, Peaches, Figs, and 
other Fruits, growing in the Neighbourhood of Nor, 
are vaſtly larger than in other Places; the Peaches weigh- 
ing between fifteen and eighteen Ounces, 

Terni, a middling Town, derives its ancient Name 
Interamna, from the two Arms of the Nera, between which 
it is ſituated, and glories in having been the Birth place 
of Cornelius Tacitus, and alſo of the Emperors T acitus 
and Florianus. On one Side of its Market-place as alſo in 
the,covered Paſſage to the Seminary are ſome Inſcriptions, 
in which Mention is made either of /zteramna, or the In- 
habitants of that 'Town. 

On a little Pyramid, over the Fountain, in the Market- 
place is a high Encomium on its Waters, tho' it does 
B 3 not 
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not yield a Drop, which gave Occaſion to the following 
ſarcaſtical Diſtich in Zalian: \ 


Se lon piove dal ciel, non Caſpetare. 


Whoe'er to find ſome Water here ſhall ſtop, 
Unleſs kind Heav'n ſend Rain, can't have one Drop. 


The Inhabitants of Term, like thoſe of a great many 
Cities in /za/y, which value themſelves on being of 
greater Antiquity than Rome, are infatuated with this 
1maginary Excellence, which, however, is contradict- 
ed by an Inſcription of their own fixed in the Wall of 
the Portico or Gallery belonging to the Seminary, where 
_ it is expreſly ſaid, that in the Conſulate of Cenius Domitia- 
nus nobarbus, and M. Camillus Scribonianus (which was 
in the ſeven hundred and eighty fourth Vear after the 
Building of Rome) this Town of Interamna had exiſted 
ſeven hundred and four Vears. 

Probably this Monument was erected as a flattering 
Compliment to the Emperor Tiberius, after he had — 
himſelf from Sęjanus. | 

The greateſt Trade of this Town is in Oil and excel- 
lent Wine of their own Growth; and from the laſt Ar- 
ticle they alſo draw conſiderable Advantage. 

A Traveller ſhould not omit beſtowing three or four 
Hours in ſeeing the Cataract formed by the Velino, over a 
Rock, four /ta/ian Miles to the Eaſtward of Terni. This 
Excurſion muſt be made on Horſe-back, the Road being 
impracticable to Carriages : The Hire for each Horſe is 
four Paoli, or about two Shillings Sterling. At the Ac- 
clivity of the Mountain, the Road is very bad, and by 
its Narrowneſs and ſteep Precipices on the Left, is at 
preſent ſo dangerous, that in ſome Places it is adviſable 
to alight. The River Velino has its Source among the 
Appemnes near Ciwita Reale, between fourteen and fixteen 
Italian Miles from Turin, and after meeting Anterdoco, 
Citta Ducale, Rieta and the Lago di Rieti, which has a 
Communication with the Lago di pie di Luco, falls at laſt 
into the Lago dalle Marmore, which joins the Lago di Cor 
dells Fratte, Some are of Opinion that the Ye/no, _ 

riſing 


3% 


riſing out of the Lago delle Marmore, formerly inclined 


more to the Left than at preſent, and had its Channel 


in the Valley below; but as the Cataract extended ſo far 
as to become dangerous to the Inhabitants of Term, they 
were obliged to turn its Courſe, and carry it on the Right 
of the Mountain above, to a ſteep Precipice 44 4. 
_ Rocks, where its Violence would be the more eaſily 

roken. | 

The ancient Courſe of the River from the Lacus Velinns, 
cannot be traced with any Certainty. Cicero Lib. iv. Eji/l. 
14. ad Atticum) mentions a Complaint of the Reatin; a- 
12 the Interamnates for diverting the Courſe of this 

iver; his Words are Reatini me ad ſua Terr duxerunt, wut 
agerem cauſam contra Interamnates apud Cos. & decem le- 
gatos, quod lacus Velinus, a M. Curio emiſſus, interciſo monte 
in Nar defluxit : ex quo ef1 villa ficcata & humida tamen mc 
dice roſea. ** The Reatini brought me to their delightful 
Meadows, that I might plead their Cauſe againſt the In- 
teramnates before the Conſuls and ten Legates, becauſe 
the Lacus Velinus had been diverted from its Courſe by 
M. Curius, and by cutting a Channel for it through the 
Mountain made to run into the Nar ; ſo that their Town 
is almoſt deſtitute of Water, enjoying only a Kind of 
ſmall Dew proceeding from it.“ Varro alſo mentions. 


this turning of the Courſe of the River. What Foun- 


dation there was for this Complaint againſt the Interam- 
zates I cannot well conceive, as M. Curius Dentatus, who 
carried on bloody Wars in theſe Parts, was Conſul in the 
Year 463 after the Building of Rome; ſo that this divert. 
ing of the Courſe of the River, muſt have happened up- 


wards of two hundred Years before Cicero wrote this 


Letter. Beſides this, Serwius obſerves on YVirg. An. vii. 
b. 7, 12. that this Alteration had very ile 
the Fertility of that Country. 

The laſt Words of the above Quotation from Cicero 
are ſomething obſcure. Ræſeus is frequently put for Re- 
ſcidus, and Servius in loc. citat. ſays that the Country a- 
bout Renate was called Ager Roſulanus ; and Virgil's roſea 
rura Veleni, muſt alſo unqueſtionably relate to theſe 
Parts. But I do not think that the Alteration made by 


the Interamnates is that which is at preſent to be ſeen, 


Cicero ſpeaking only of cutting through a Mountain, 
| B 4 which 
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which has nothing to do with the Fall of the Velini down 
a Precipice into the Valleys beneath it. CY 

Beſides, this Work would be ſo far from divertins 
the Stream from the Inhabitants of Term, that it woul 
bring it nearer them. It ſhould alſo be confidered that 
(according to Tacitus, Anal. Lib. 1. c. 79.) the Reatini 
petitioned Tiberius againſt ſtopping up the Influx of the 
Lake Velino into the Nar, which was then under Deli- 
beration ; as it would inevitably overflow all the adjacent 
Country. Had this Cataract where the Stream precip- 
tates itſelf into the Valley, been then ſtopt, no Detri- 
ment could have happened to the mountainous Coun- 
try of the Reatini from the Obſtruction of its Commu- 
nication wich the Nar. On the contrary, the Itarm- 
nates, or Inhabitants of Terni, towards which the Stream 
after falling from the Rock, purſues its Courſe through 
a deep Valley, muſt have been expos'd to the Impetuo- 
fity of the Water; and, conſequently, were filled with 
the Apprehenſions of the projected Alterations. But it 
ſeems that all their Solicitude was, that the Nar might 
not be divided into ſmall Streams, as their Vale would 
by that Means be more ſubje& to Inundations. 

The mountainous Parts, which the Felino traverſes be- 
fore it falls from the Precipice, ſeems, indeed, with re- 
gard to the Country about Terri, very high, but it is in- 
cloſed on both Sides with Mountains that are ftill higher, 
as the Country hereabouts is upon a Deſcent after it has 
paſſed the Lago delle Marmore, the Rapidity of the Velino 
is increaſed. This Cataract conſiſts of three Falls, one 
above another; the loweſt of which is near two hundred 
Feet. On the left Side Nature ſeems to have prepared a 
ſtrait or narrow Promontory, reſembling a Creſcent, 
where a Spectator may have a full View of the princi- 

al Fall. _I own I cannot agree with thoſe who pretend 
hat this Fall is three hundred Feet high; but it is cer- 
tain, that one cannot without Aſtoniſhment behold this 
aweful Phznomenon, and bear the roaring and daihing 
of the Water, which, even before it reaches to the 
Bottom, is converted into a Kind of white Froth, and 
daſhing againſt the Rocks at the Bottom, cauſes a thick 
Miſt, which, in a clear Sunſhining Day, exhibits a 
beautiful! Rainbow. According to the general * 
| tne 
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the Situation of the Lucas, or ſacred Grove, and the 
Temple of Velinia. correſpondy avith the little Town 
of Piu de Luco; together with <ake of that Name. 
This is alſo the Opinion of Harro, bud the Cataract de- 
rives its Name from the firſt-mentioned Lake, and is 
called Caſcata delle Marmore. | 

In the Year 1543, one Pietro Terenatico, a Captain of 
Horſe, had a providential Eſcape here: As he was wat- 
ering his Horſe, he was carried down the Precipice by 
the Force of the Current, but taken up without having. 
received the leaſt Hurt. As he attributed his Safety to 
the Aſſiſtance of the Virgin of Loreto, the Legend is tranſ- 
mitted to Poſterity, being infcribed on Marble at that 

City. x 
The Velino, after falling down the Precipice, joins the 
Nar or Nera, in the Neighbourhood of Terni, where it 
loſes its Name. 

I Monte-Eolo, lies on the other Side, about fix or ſeven 
Talian Miles from Terui, and is celebrated for the cool 
Air, which in Summer Time proceeds from the Clifts 
and Cavities of this Mountain. 

The Road from Tern; to Spoleto, is very Pleaſant, being 
planted with Olive and other Fruit Trees, as far as the 
Monte di Somma, which, in rainy or ſnowy Weather, is 
very troubleſome to travel over. 

The City of Spoleto, fituated on the Acclivity of a 
Mountain, is a Town of a meanAppearance, but like others 
of the lower Claſs in tay, contains many Romantick In- 
ſcriptions concerning its Antiquity, and other trifling Oc- 
currences which have happened there. 

One of the Gates of this City derives its Name from 
Hannibal the famous Carthaginian General. 

In the Cathedral, in the Chapel dedicated to the holy 
Virgin, are ſome Paintings, done by Fillippo Ligpi Carini, 
which, after that Artiſt had been poiſoned, out of Envy, 
in the Year 1438, were finiſhed by his Aſſiſtaut Diamante, 
a Monk. He is buried in the Church, and has a Monu- 
ment with a Marble Buſt, erected to his Memory. 

Oppoſite to this Tomb is the Monument of Grew. 
Franceſco Urſimi ornamented with five Ba/s Reliefs, and 
over the principal Entrance of the Church, the Virgin 
| B 5 Mary 
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Mary, and ſome of our Saviour's Diſciples in ancient 
Moſaic Work. | | | ih | 
The Caſtle of Salis built on an Eminence, and has 
a Communication with the Town by a Bridge. From a 
Hill lying oppoſite to the Caſtle, which has its Name from 
St. Francis, the Water is conveyed by an Aquaduct into 
the Palace, and thence to the Town. The Aqueduct is 
a beautiful Fabrick, ſupported on Arches of Free-ſtone 
narrow indeed, but towards the Middle, by reaſon of 
the Depth of the Valley, it is ſupported by a double 
Arcade. The greateſt Height is between four and five 
hundred Feet; Mz/on —— it ſtill higher. In the 
Neighbourhood of Spoleto and Umbria, is found a Kind 
of foſſile Wood. It is dug out of a chalky Soil, is 
porous like other Wood, and burns to a Coal. This is 
entirely different from another kind of Bruſhwood grow- 
ing in ſome Parts of Lay, which will continue in a glow- 
ing Heat for Hours together, without being conſumed, 
The burning Glaſles, which even melt Iron and Stones, 
have little Effet on this Wood, which loſes neither 


Colour nor Weight in the Fire. The Grain of it 


reſembles that of Oak, but ſofter, and the Bark, as well 
as the Wood, has a more reddiſh Caſt. It is ſomewhat 


" brittle aſter having been in the Fire; and is ſpecifically 


heavier than Water, the ſmalleſt Bits of it ſinking to the 
Bottom, when immerſed in that Fluid. | 

In pafling from Spoleto, the Road runs through a beau- 
tiful Valley, very much reſembling that in the Road from 


Piſa to Florence. There is a delightful! Proſpect from the 
Teniple of Clitumnus, which lies only ſome hundred 


Paces from the firſt Stage on this Road, which is called 
La Vene. This Temple is now converted into a Chapel, 
and dedicated to St. Salvadore. The Front, towards the 
Plain, has a fine Appearance, being adorned with fix 
Corinthian Pillars; two of which are covered with a Foli- 
age 1 Laurel, two twiſted, and the other two ſquare and 
flated. 

This Edifice is oblong, and on the Roof are the fol- 
lowing Words cut in Stone: T. Septimius Plebeius. 

On the Side towards the Road, is a Crucifix, between 
Vie-Branches, in Baſs Relief. 


This 


LORE CFO 11 

This Structure has ſo few — of Paganiſm, and ſo 
many of Chriſtianity, that it ſeems natural to think that 
it was built out of the Ruins of a Pagan Temple; but 
whether this Temple was confecrated to Clitumnus, is a- 
nother, and indeed a doubtful Queſtion ; for P/izy places 
the Temple near the Source of the River Clitummus, on 
the Spot where the River became Navigable, which is 
not the Caſe here. This Obſervation is further confirm-. 
ed by Suetonius, in his Life of Caligula, Chap. 43. for he 
ſays, that this Emperor went to Mevania to fee the Tem- 
ple of Clitumnus, and the conſecrated Grove: Now Me- 
vania is undoubtedly the preſent ſmall 'Town of Bewagna, , 
which lies to the Weſt of the Timzia, or at the Influx of 
the River Tacarena and Rucciano, into the Clitumnus, which 
anciently might have retained that Name as far as the 
Topino. But one of the many ſmall Chapels that Pliny 
places in this Neighbourhood may have ftood on this 
Spot, eſpecially as but a few Paces from it, there is an 
excellent Spring, which illuſtrates the Paſſage quoted by 
Pliny ; for finding an Inſcription on one of the Free- 
ſtones, which ſerved with others for a Border to this 
Spring, I perſuaded ſome of the Peaſants to take it up, 
and found on it theſe Words, T. TEGALL X VIRO- 
FE—IETS. 

I had ſcarcely read theſe Words, when the Peaſants, . 
who conducted me, enquired where they ſhould begin to 
dig, and upon my enquiring the Cauſe of ſuch a Queſ- 
tion, they eagerly anſwered, Par Troware i denari, to 
6 find the Pence; being perſuaded. that I was fully in- 
formed where to find the Treaſure, which was ſecreted, 
or buried in the old Temple: The Peaſants in Lacy, in. 
general, believing that there are Treaſures concealed in 
moſt Parts of the Country; and if a Stranger ſeems cu- 
riouſly to ſurvey any ancient Ruins, they imagine that. 
he is endeavouring to find ſome occult Account of hid- 
den Treaſure, On this Account a Stranger, who hap- 
pens to travel alone, ſhould be very cautious not to re- 
main too long alone in ſuch Places, as it might be at- 
tended with ſome Vexation, if not abſolute Danger. 

The Clitumno unites itſelf with the Tacarenu, the Ruc- 
ciano, and the Tinia, which diſcharge themſelves into» 
the Topino, and under _ _ join the Caſcio, and 

at: 
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at laſt with the Tiber. Not far from the above Temple 
of Clitumms, lies the, Village Peſſignano, or Piſſignano, on 


the Right-hand of the Road, near Foligno. The ancient 


Name of it was Piſcina Fani ; whence ſome have been 
induced to believe, that the Ruins which paſs for the 
Temple of Clitumnus, are rather the Remains of the Tem- 
ple of Janus: but this Conjecture is abſolutely deſtitute of 
Foundation. 


Trevi ſtand alſo on the Right- hand, on an Eminence; 


and the Road betwixt la Vene and Foligno, is very level 
and charmingly pleaſant. | 

Foligno, in Latin Fulginas, carries on a more extenfive 
Trade, in Cloth, Silk, and Spices, than any of the adja- 
cent Towns; and the magnificent Altar and freſco Paint- 
ing in the Cathedral, are well worth the Obſervation of 
the Curious. | 

On the Left, at the next Stage beyond Foligno, lies A, 
fiſt, the native Place of St. Francis, and very famous for 
the beautiful Church belonging to the Order inſtituted 
by that Saint, whoſe Remains, according to ſome, are 
buried here, and aiſo for the great Number of Pilgrims 
reſorting to it; and thoſe who do not viſit it out of De- 
votion, will find ſuch agreeable Amuſement among the 
fine Paintings in this Church, executed by Giotto, Giotti- 
2, Giovanni Cimabue, Pietro Cavallino Romano, Frederico 
Barocci, and Others, that they cannot be diſpleaſed with 
the Journey. The Convent of Franciſcan Nuns, called 
the Nuns of St. Clare, is likewiſe worth the Attention of 
the Traveller. At the Diſtance of an /ta/zan Mile, South 
of Mili, ſtands another beautiful Church dedicated to 
S. Maria, firnamed Portiuncula, which is alſo much viſited 
by Pilgrims. 

A little beyond Foligno in the Road to Tolentino, is a 
Hill called Caro Pales, on which, beſides a famous Pa- 
per Mill, is the Palace of the Marquis 4 Eliſei, Biſhop of 
Orwietano, and a very ſingular Grotto, the Roof of which 
is decorated with various Kinds of Ornaments, reſem - 
bling Pillars; Grapes, Pears, and other Fruits, form- 
ed by lapidious Exſudations. In this Grotto are ſeveral 
Paſſages and Apartments, and the Deſcent to it is through 
a Chamber in the Palace. 


From 
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From hence the Road lies over the Appernine Moun- 
tains, which extend almoſt as far as Tolentino; but are 
not difficult to croſs, being kept in vey good Repair; 
and Stone Monuments erected in different Places, to com- 
memorate the ſeveral Popes and Surveyors, by whom the 
Roads were made or repaired. It were indeed to be wiſh- 
ed, that in many Provinces of Germany, the reſpective So- 
vereigns were deſirous of perpetuating their Memories in 
this Manner ; for which Opportunities are not wanting, 
The Houſe of Auſtria, has indeed, ſet a noble Example 
in its hereditary Dominions, worthy the Imitation of other 
Princes; for the Benefit of their Country. | 

The Villages and Inns on this Road are very mean, ſo 
that it is adviſable for Travellers to carry cold Proviſions 
with them, and eſpecially good Wines, for that of 
the Country (which muſt be boiled to keep,) is far from 
being agreeable to every one's Palate, 

From Telentino, the Road again lies through a level, 
fruitful, and well cultivated Country; and the Proſpects, 
particularly that near Macerata, over the Valley on each 
Side of the Road, delightfully charming. The chief Gate 
of Macerata is built in Form of a triumphal Arch, havin 
three Entrances; and oppoſite to it, on the Country Side, 
is a Braſs Statue of Cardinal Pio. The Town contains 
nothing remarkable, and the Town Clock, ſo much 


boaſted of by the Inhabitants, is a paultry Performance. 


When it ftrikes, an Angel, together with the three eaſtern 
Magi, make their Appearance, and paſſing by a Statue 
of the Virgin Mary, pay their Obeiſance in Token of Ado- 
ration; the Crown on their Heads, being at the ſame 
Time lifted up. Before them is ſuſpended a Star, which 
aſcends as the Figures are paſſing under it. Theſe Fi- 
gures are only a Foot high, and make a very awkward 
Bow, reſembling a convulſive Motion. 

Between Macerata and Recanati, are the Remains of 
the ancient City Helvia Ricina, built by the Emperor Sep- 
timius Severus. After its Demolition by the Goths, its Ru- 
ins afforded the Towns of Recanati and Macerata, a good 
Supply of Stones for building, and which they knew how 
to turn to Advantage for that Purpoſe. | | 

From Serawalle to Macerata, the River Chiento runs on 
one Side of the Road; and between Macerata and Recana- 
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ti, you croſs the Potenza. Recanati is only three 7talian 
Miles from Lorerts, and ſtands on a Hill, from whence 
there is a charging Proſpect over the Adriatick Sea, and 
the neighbouring Valleys. The Aqueduct which accor- 
ding to the Inſcription on it, was built by Pope Paul V. 
has nothing extraordinary about it. The whole Country 
round is remarkably fruitful. The Macerata Artichokes, 
ſome of which weigh twenty five Pounds, the Celery of 
Recanati, and the Fennel of Loretto, are highly eſteem'd; 
though the latter is far inferior to that of Szci/y. 


Loretto the — Jan, &C, 
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Deſcription of LORETT 0. 


SIR, 


" ETTO is famous throughout the whole Chriſtian 
World, for the Ca/a Santa, or Houſe in which the 
Virgin Mary is ſaid to have dwelt at Nazareth. It is 
pretended to have been carried by Angels through the Air, 
in the Month of May 1291, out of Galilee to Terſato in 
Dalmatia; and from thence four Years and a Half after- 
wards, to Italy; in which Country, about Midnight on 
the tenth of December 1294. It was firſt ſet down in a 
Wood in the Territory of Recanati, about a thouſand 
Paces from the Sea. If we will believe Tur/el/ini, all the 
Trees on the Arrival of this ſacred Manſion, bowed with 
the profoundeſt Reverence, and continued in that Poſture, 
till they gradually withered. But it ſeems this pious 
Wood, through the culpable Irreverence of the Inhabi- 
: 2 was rooted up in 1575, in order to improve the 
and. 
A rich and devout Lady called Laureta, being at that 
Time the Owner of the Place, the holy Houſe was _ 
er 
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her called the Houſe of Laureta. This holy Manſion, did 
not however continue long in this Place, the Barbarities 
commited by Banditti, who infeſted the Road leading thi- 
ther, detered Pilgrims from 3 to it to pay their 
Devotions; ſo — at the End of eight Months the 
Angels again took it up and depoſited it on a Hill, 
about a thouſand Paces nearer to Racanati. This Place 
belonged to two Brothers, who at firſt, received this in- 
valuable Prefent, with the greateſt Joy ; but the Profits 
ariſing from the Reſort of ſo many _— and the rich 
Offerings they brought to the holy Houſe, raiſed ſuch 

euds betwixt them, as terminated in a Duel in which 
both were killed on the Spot. And, to prevent the like 
Misfortunes for the future, and a Puniſhment to the un- 
worthy Poſſeſſors of ſuch a Treaſure, the holy Virgin a- 
gain directed the Angels to remove her Houſe a Bow-ſhot 

rther up the Country, to an Eminence, about two thou- 


ſand geometrical Paces from the Sea; and is the Place 


where it now ſtands. This happened a few Months af- 
ter it had been placed on the Eſtate of thoſe contentious 
Brothers. And it is believed as undoubted FaR, that the 
Caſa Santa, had, within a Year after its Arrival in ac, 
from Dalmatia, changed its Place three Times in the Di- 
ſtrict of Recanati. 
The Roman catholic Writers are at a Loſs for an An- 
ſwer to the Objection, that the Ca/a Santa has been near 
two hundred Years in Italy, before any Author of that 
Country mentioned it. And 7ar/el/imi's Solution is very 
little to the Purpoſe ; pretending that no Mention being 
made of it was owing to a Kind of Reſerve, and the like 
prudential Reaſons, as it was queſtioned whether any Cre- 
dit would be given by Poſterity to the Account of ſo mi- 
raculous a Story. But what ſufficiently contradicts the 
Account of the Halian Monks, are thoſe given by Sz. Vincent 
and other Writers, with regard to the Virgin's Houſe which 
they affirm was ftil! _— at Nazareth, when accordin 
to the Computation of the Inhabitants of Necanati, it ha 
been long famous among them. However, after the Time 
of Pope Pius II. Authors make more frequent Mention of 
the Madonna of Loretto, to whom his Holineſs in Perſon 
offered a golden Cup, in Purſuance of a Vow, with an In- 
ſcription on it, ſuitable to the Occaſion. This _—_ 
5 | an 
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and the Omnipotence aſeribed to the Virgin Mary by his 
Holineſs, had not the deſired Effect, for he died that ve- 
Year, at Ancona, and even of the ſame Complication 
of Diſorders, againſt which he had Recourſe to her Aſ- 
fiſtance: Turſellini indeed, has the Aſſurance to affirm, that 
the Pope was miraculouſly cured at Loreto immediately 
after making his Offering. 1 8 
With regard to the Dimenſions of the Caſa Santa, Tur- 
ſellini ſays it is about forty Feet long, almoſt twenty broad 
and about twenty five Feet in Height; but by a more 
accurate Survey and Menſuration, the Houſe is actually 
forty. three Palmi wanting two Inches long in the Inſide, 
eighteen Pa/mi four Inches broad, and twenty fix Palmi 
in Height. Hence it appears, that the Length is thirty 
one Feet three Quarters, the Breadth thirteen Feet three 
Inches, and the Height eighteen Feet nine Inches, Eng/ 
Meaſure, reckoning a Palmi and a Half equal to thirteen 
Inches. In the Center, where the Roof Eloſes, it is five 
Palmi higher than at the Sides. Formerly the Roof was 
made of Timber only, but left the great Number of 
Lights continually burning there, ſhould happen. to ſet it 
on Fire; Pope Clz:ent VII. erefted an arched Roof; and to 
prevent any Damage to the-Houſe; by making this Alter- 
ation, and at the {ame Time, to ſtrengthen its Founda- 
tion, it was ſtrongly compacted with Rafters, Planks, and 
Cords, and ſuſpended by Machines and Pallies, till the 
Walls were carried high enough to be joined with thoſe 
of the old Structure. They alſo took an Opportunity of 
making an Alteration in the Doors ; for there being only 
one Entrance on the North Side, which was the Front, 
it was inconvenient on Account of theprodigious Concourſe 
of People, who viſited this holy Manſion, and therefore 
it was thought adviſable to wall up this Entrance, and 
make three others; two for the People, and a third for the 
Clergy, and thoſe they pleaſed to introduce into the moſt 
ſacred Part of the Chapel, Theſe Breaks however were 
not begun without previous Faſtings, Prayers, and other 
Ceremonies, performed by the Pope's Order. It is pre- 
tended, that the Architect Nerucio, who undertook the 
"repairing of this Houſe, beginning his Work before the 
proper Preparations were performed, was ſeized with a 
ſudden Indiſpoſition, which almoſt coſt him his * 
S 
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The Window on the Weſt Side, oppoſite to the Image of 
the Virgin Mary, was alſo at the ſame Time enlarged, 
and ſecured with Bars of Iron gilt. The Beams, Tiles, 
and other Materials, that were taken away in making 
theſe Repairs, are depoſited under the Floor of the Caſa 
Santa, that they might not be carried to other Places, 
and expoſed as Reliques, to the Prejudice of Loretto. 
With this View People are alſo perſuaded to believe, 
that there are numberleſs Inſtances of Perſons who by pre- 
ſuming to carry away clandeſtinely, the leaſt Bit of Stone 
or Mortar belonging to this ſacred Houſe, have brought 
upon themſelves Diſeaſes and numberleſs other Misfor- 
tunes: nor could they ever reſt, till they had reſtored 
what they had unjuſtly taken ftom the Ca/a Santa. This 
they pretend is confirmed by a Stone faſtened with Iron 
Cramps to the Wall, which John Soarins, Biſhop of Co- 
nimbria, ſent back from Trent, in the Year 1562 ; that 
his Health, which had been impaired for taking away 
this Relique, might be reſtored, though Pope Pius IV. had 
given his Permiſſion for his doing it ; and the Stone was 
intended as a Relique in a new Church built in Portugal. 
The People muſt therefore think it no {mall Favour to 
kiſs the Walls of this holy Houſe. This Edifice is ma- 
nifeſtly built of Bricks of an unequal Size; though the 
8 Writers will have it, that it is a Kind of un- 
nown Stone. On the Cieling is painted the Aſſumption 
of the Virgin Mary; but almoſt defaced by the Smoke of 
ſuch a Number of Lamps continually burning in this 
Houſe. | 
On the Top of Ca/a Santa, is a ſmall Tower, which 
the Romans cannot deny to be the Work of Chriſtians ; 
becauſe it doth not ſeem in the leaſt probable that the 
Virgin Mary had ſuch an Ornament on her mean Habita- 
tion. The two ſmall Bells in the Tower, are only rung 
in violent Storms of Thunder and Lightning, in Con- 
fidence that their Sound only will diſperſe any Tempeſt, 

and prevent its ill Effects. | 
In the Ca/a Santa is a ſmall Place, which may eſteemed 
the Holy of Holies. It is ſeparated from the other Part by 
a Silver Baluſtrade, and has a Gate of the ſame Metal. 
This is ſaid to be the Spot, where the holy, Virgin was 
ſiting, when the Angel Gadrie/ appeared to her. The Sil- 
ver 
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ver Baluſtrade was the Gift of Cardinal Portocarrero, and 
the Gate of Magalotti, 

The Window through which the Angel came into the 
Houſe, is ſhewn on the Weſt Side the holy Manhon. The 
Image of the Virgin is of Cedar, five Palmi in Height; 


and the divine Infant, which is of the ſame Wood, on her 


Tight Arm not quite two Palmi. She holds in her left 
and, a Globe, and two Fingers of her right Hand are 
extended, as if giving her Benediction. The Faces of 
both theſe Images, are covered with a kind of Silver 
Varniſh; but ſo tarniſhed with the continual Smoke of 
the Lamps, that the holy vr want only a thicks upper 
Lip to make her a compleat Negro. The Garment of the 
holy Infant, is of a Flame Colour, but that of his Mother 
Azure, with which ſhe is ſo modeſtly dreſſed that nothing, 
of the Statue is ſeen except the Face, and the Tip of the 
Toes. The Mantle hanging down her Shoulders, is of 
the ſame Colour, and diſſeminated with Stars of Gold ; 
her Hair is parted, ſome hanging on her Shoulders 
and ſome down her Back. On her Head is a triple 
Crown of Gold, adorned with Pearls and Diamonds ; 
and a ſmaller one of the ſame Kind, is placed on the In- 
fant Jeſus. Both were the Gift of Lewis XIII. of France, 
and are valued at ſeventy five thouſand Scudi or Crowns. 
The Gold Chains, Rings, and Jewels, wherewith this 
Image is loaded, I ſhall paſs over, as they are ſo often 
varied and changed ; ſeveral being frequently depoſited in 
the Treaſury to inake Room for new ones. Her Apparel 
is not always the ſame, being often varied; during the 
ſeven Days of Pafſion-week, the is dreſſed in black, and 
every Day furniſhed with a freſh Suit. A great deal of 
Ceremony is uſed in dreſſing and undreſſing the Image; 
bowing with the moſt profound Reverence, whilſt the 
Spectators Petition the Statue with loud Invocations, the 
Noiſe of which increaſes, as the Prieſts proceed, in un- 
dreſſing the Image; fancying perhaps, that their Cries 
and Ejaculations muſt ſooner reach the Heart of a naked 
Virgin, than when ſhe is dreſſed. The Sculptor has. 
taken Care that the Modeſty of the Prieſts ſhould not be 
offended at the Sight of a Female Statue naked, by 
adding a proper Drapery. The chief Ornaments with 


Which this Image is generally decorated, are 1. A Jowe? 
et 
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ſet in Gold, conſiſting of thirteen Rubies; fixty-ſix 
Emeralds, three — and forty one Diamonds: It was 
an Offering of Anne, Princeſs of Neuburg, and Conſort to 
Charles I. King of Spain. 2. A Gold Crucifix ſet with 
ſeveral large and beautiful Emeralds, the gift of Cardi- 
nal Paolo Sfondrata. 3. Two large Pearls ſet in Gold, 
hanging on the divine Infant's Hand; preſented by 4 
Princeſs of Darmſtadt. 4. A Crucifix ſet with Diamonds, 
given by Cardinal Mareſcotto. 5, and 6. Two other 
Crucifixes, ſet with Rubies and Diamonds, offered by 
the Cardinals Barberini and Cori. 7. The Collar and 
Badge of the Golden Fleece, ſet with large Topazes, 
Sapphires, Rubies, and Emeralds ; the Gift of Catherine, 
Wife of Gabriel Bethlen Gabor, Prince of Tranfivania. 
8. A large gold Heart, ſuſpended on a Gold Chain, 
ſet with Rubies and Diamonds; offered by Maximilian I, 
EleQtor of Bavaria. g. A Cluſter of Diamonds, Rubies, 
and Emeralds, ſet in Gold, on which is a Pelican feed- 
ing her young ones with her Blood, repreſented by a ve- 
ry large and beautiful Ruby at her Breaſt ; an Offering of 
the Dutcheſs of Ucteda.' 10. A large Emerald ſet round 
with Diamonds and Rubies, which hangs on one of the 
Infant's Hands; the Gift of the Dutcheſs de Salviati. 
11. Three admirable Emeralds ſet in Gold, and ſur- 
rounded by Diamonds and other Emerald ; preſented 
by Violanta Beatrix, a Princeſs of the Houſe of Bavaria, 
and Widow of Ferdinand, hereditary Prince of Florence, 
The Niche in which the Image is placed, is adorned 
with feventy one large Bobemian Topazes the Offering of 
the Cavalier Capra. | ; 

On the right Side 8f a Gold Statue of an Angel, pro- 
fuſely decorated with Diamonds and other Jewels; one 
of his Knees is inclined, as offering a golden Heart, ſet 
with large Piamonds, . terminating in a Flame, which 
glitters with Rubies and Pearls, with a Lamp continu- 
ally burning over it. This Piece, ſaid to have coſt 
fifty thouſand Ducats, was offered by Maria Beatrix 
Eleanora, of the Houſe of Efte, Queen of King James 
II. of England, that by the Interceſſion of the Virgin, 
ſhe might have a Son. Accordingly ſoon after, as is 
faid, her Deſires were accompliſhed in a Son, the preſent 
Pretender to the Britiſb Crown. 
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20 LET. TER LXII. 
On the left Side of the Statue of the Virgin, is an An- 
gel of Silver, in the above-mentioned Poſture, offering 
a golden Heart, crowned with glittering Pearls, Eme ; 
ralds, and Diamonds, and, like the former, terminating 
in a Flame. This was the Gift of Laura Martinozz1a, 
Widow of 4/phon/o IV. Duke of Modena, and Mother of 
the above-mentioned Queen of England. | 
On the right Hand of the Virgin, is a Statue of an 
Angel, weighing three hundred and fifty one Pounds, 
He is repreſented offering, on a Cuſhion of the ſame 
Metal, an, Infant of Gold, which weighs twenty four 
Pounds. This was a Preſent from Leauis XIII. of France; 
given purſuant to a Vow at the Birth of the Dauphin, 
who was afterwards Lewis XIV. Beſides this, there are 
many other Images of Children, both in Gold and 
Silver, which I ſhall not deſcribe, though ſome of them 
weigh eight, ſome ten, and ſome twelve Pounds. Here 
are alſo ſeveral other valuable votive Pieces; but to 
enumerate them all, would tire the Reader's Patience. 
The Robe in which this Image was dreſſed, when 
brought from Dalmatia to Italy, is made of red Camblet, 
and kept in a Caſket of Glaſs. The Cup, out of which 
the Virgin apd her Infant is ſaid to have eat and 
drank, is ſhaped like a Porringer, or ſhallow Bowl. It 
is made of Earth, and glazed, but now ſet in Silver. 
This Veſſel is not only kiſſed, but Roſaries, Agnus 


Dei's, Crucifixes, and Paper Caps, with the Virgin of 


Loretio painted on them, are rubbed againſt it, from a 
firm Perſuaſion, that they thus become a ſpecifick Reme- 
dy againſt the Head - ach and other Diſeaſes. An Ague 
is ſaid to have been perfectly cured, by only drinkin 

a little cold Water out of this Veſſel: Even the Oil 
and Wax of the Lamps and Candles burning before the 


Image, are not without their medicinal and anodine Qua- 


ltities. Beſides. the above Diſh, here are ſeveral other 
Pieces of Furniture, belonging to the holy Virgin, but 
very mean. Under, the Image is the Hearth, or Fire- 
place, where ſhe uſed to dreſs her Victuals, and is now 
called Sacreſanctus Caminus. | | 
© Before the holy Virgin, ſeventeen golden Lamps are 
continually - burning; one of which, - preſented by the 
Republick of Venice, on Account of the ceafing A 15 pe- 
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ſtelential Diſtemper in that Country, weighs thirty ſeven 
Pounds and a Half. Under this hangs another richly ſet 
with Diamonds, and other coſtly Gems; offered a few 
Years ſince by Duke Elia di Palma of Naples, who de- 
clared it coſt fifteen thouſand Ducats. The Lamp placed 
directly before the Virgin's Face, and ſupported by three 
Angels, weighs nine Pounds; and was preſented by 
Franciſco Maria, Duke 4 Urbino, who is ſaid to have exe- 
cuted this admirable Piece of Workmanſhip with his 
own Hands. Here is alſo another golden Lamp, weigh- 
ing twenty Pounds, which ſome pretend was made by 
Si giſmund, King of Poland, That which was offered to the 
Virgin by Francis II. Duke of Modena, weighs eighteen 
Pounds and a Half; and the Reſt weigh from three to 
nine Pounds. Among the thirty ſeven Silver Lamps, 
burning in the other Part of the Caſa Santa, ſeveral weigh 
fifty, eighty, a hundred; and four of them a hundred 
and twenty eight Pounds. For ſupplying all theſe Lamps 
with Oil, ſuch Legacies have been left, and annual Pen- 


ſions appropriated by the Perſons who offered them, that: 


they may be kept continually burning, and are ſo far 
from being of the leaſt charge to the Ca/a Santa, that 
they yield it a very conſiderable Profit; ſome thouſands 
of Dollars being left as a Capital for each of them. 

The Altar ſtands in the Middle of the Party-wall, 
which ſeparates the Sanctum Santtorum from the other 
Part of the Chapel. It is inſulated, and does not inter- 
cept the full View of the Image of the Virgin, which 
ſtands high and forwards in the Sanctuary of the Chapel: 
behind the Altar. The Roman Cathokeks pretend, that 
this Altar was made by the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
brought hither from Galilee, with the holy Houſe. ' On 
it is a quadrangnlar Stone, upon which St. Peter is ſaid 
to have celebrated the firſt Maſs. The rich Pallotto, 
embelliſhed with Jaſper, Lapis Laxuli and Agate; was an 
Offering of Caſo II. great Duke of Tuſcany. | 
Over the Window, through which the Angel Ga- 
briel entered the Houſe at the Aununciation, is a Picture 
of the Crucifixion, pretended to have been brought hither 
by: the Apoſtles, and ſaid to have been executed by St. 


Luke. Si © 
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22 LETT ERA. 
The preſent Pavement of the Caſa Santa, 'confiſts of 
ſquare Pieces of white and red Marble. The Walls 
ſeem formerly to have | been plaiſtered with Mortar, 
Part of which here and there, with the Portrait of the 


Virgin, and a Group of Angels painted on it, is ſtill 


remaining. | 2 188 . | 
The Outſide of the Caſa Santa, notwithſtanding the 


| mean Appearance of the Walls within, is ſplendid!y de- 


corated with the moſt coſtly Marble; ſo contrived, as to 
ſerve as a Caſe for it, a {mall Interval being left between 
the Marble and the Brick Walls of the holy Manſion. 
This is partly to be aſcribed to the Veneration entertain- 
ed for theſe ſacred Materials, and partly to an Appre- 


henſion that they would not admit this new and unhal- 


lowed Marble in contact with them, but repel them 
with ſuch Violence, as by the Shock to-endanger the 
Lives of the Workmen ; which, if we will believe Tra- 
dition, formerly happened to ſome fooliſh Builders, who 


were deſirous of ſtrengthening theſe ſacred Walls by 


ſome new Additions. | 
This Marble Structure, which incloſes the Ca/a Santa, 
was begun by Pope Leo X. in 1514, and, though not 
quite finiſhed, conſecrated in 1 $38 y Pope Paul III. The 
Money expended on it, notwithſtanding Labour was then 
ſo remarkably cheap, amounted to twenty two thouſand 
Ducats, exclufive of twenty Marble Statues, and four 
Braſs Doors of very curious Workmanſhip, ſaid to be 
done by Girolamo Lombardi; which, muſt have coſt a 
Sum equal to the former. The moſt famous Sculptors 
of that Age, as Andrea Sanſovino, Franceſco Sangalli, Do- 
menico Lamia, Niecolo de Pericoli, Biagio Bandivelh, Giovan- 
ne della Porta, and his Brother Tomoſo, Girolamo Lombardi, 
with his Brother Aurelio Rafaelle da Monte Lupone, il Moſca 
Fiorentino, Niccolo Tribaulo, Contucci, and Others, ſeem to 
have emulated each other in exerting their Talents on 
this elegant Structure. It is about fifty Feet in Length, 
thirty in Breadth, and the {ame in Height ; and the Ma- 
terials employed are all of the whiteſt Carrara Marble. 
The rwo longer Sides are each embelliſhed with fix Cor- 
rinthian Pillars of variegated Marble; and the two ſhort- 
er, with four each. In the Inter-columniations are Baſs- 
Reliefs, repreſenting the moſt remarkable Incidents in 
the 
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the Liſe of the Virgin; between theſe ten Statues of the 
Prophets, and above them the ten Sibyls. Among the 
Prophets, on the South Side, David with the Head of 
Goliab at his Feet, is particularly admired for its curious 
Workmanſhip; and, on the North Side is a Group re- 
preſenting the Eſpouſals of the Virgin, and a Boy playing 
with a Dog, while his Mother, with a Child in her 


Arms beholds him with a Countenance full of the utmoſt 


maternal Tenderneſs, the Expreſſion of which is truly 
Admirable. It was deſi and begun by Contucci, but 
finiſhed by Rafaelle du Monte Lupone, and Tribulo, which 
laſt Artiſt alſo performed the famous Statue repreſentin 
a Man breaking a Stick. On the Eaſt Side, in a Bali 
Relief exhibiting the extraordinary Conveyance of the 
Caſa Santa, through the Air, is a Peaſant driving his Aſs, 
the Expreſſion of which cannot be viewed without Plea- 
ſure. This is the joint Work of Tribu/a and Sangalli. 
Bramante dehigned the whole Structure which incloſes 
the holy Houſe of Nazareth. Sanſovino, Tribulo and An- 
drea Contucci had the Direction of the Sculpture, and even 
executed the greateſt Part of it. It was at laſt completed 
in 1579, and Pope Gregory XIII. had the Honour of put- 
ting the finiſhing Hand to this ſplendid Structure. It 
ſtands in the Middle of a fine and ſpacious Church, 
which preſerves it from the Injuries of Wind and Wea- 
ther, The Pilgrims commonly perform their firſt Pro- 
ceflion by going round the holy Houſe on their Knees, 
though they are under no particular Injunction to do this; 
but left to the Dictates of their devotional Zeal to make 
this kneeling Circuit as often as they pleaſe, _. 
No Perſon is admitted with a Sword, or other Wea- 
pon, which muſt be delivered to an Ecclefiaſtick, who 
ſits over-againſt the Door of the Sanctuary, and alſo re- 
ceives the little pecuniary Gratuities made for the Benefit 
of the Church. A Scudi is ſufficient for a Company of 
two or three Perſons to give, and the like Sum is re- 
quired for ſeeing the Treaſury. But it is quite otherwiſe 
with regard to the Preſents offered by Pilgrims, which 
may be eafily imagined to amount annually to many 
thouſand Ducats. | 
The extraordinary, and almoſt divine Worſhip paid 
by Roman Catholicks to the Virgin Mary, is * well 
nown 
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known: And ſince the Veneration for Reliques, has in 
the laſt Century, been carried to an exorbitant Pitch, it 


may be eaſily concluded, what a continual Reſort of 


People muſt be to a Houſe where the Virgin Mary was 
born, brought up, eſpouſed, and lived after Marriage; 
in which alſo our Saviour's Incarnation was revealed to 
her, where ſhe was overſhadowed by the holy Ghoſt, 


and laftly where our Saviour himſelf paſſed a ou | 


Part of his Life. From this laſt Circumſtance, ſome 
Roman Catholicks, when aſked why this'Relique preferably 
to any other Memorial of the evangelical Hiſtory, eſpe- 
cially the holy Sepulchre, was not brought away from 
the fnfidels by the Miniſtry of Angels, and removed into 
Europe * Anſwer, that among other Reaſons it aroſe from 
that natural Fondneſs our Saviour, like other Men, always 
retained for a Place where, in his youthful Days, he 

had paſt ſo many agreeable Hours. 
The Number of Pilgrims who viſited this-holy Houſe 
is ſaid, formerly, for ſeveral Years ſucceſſively, to have 
amounted to two hundred thouſand. But the Proteſtant 
Doctrine fince the Reformation, has given a ſevere 
Blow to the Sale of Indulgencies ; and even the Zeal of 
thoſe who till adhere to the Roman Church, is greatly 
abated with regard to tireſome Pilgrimages, ſo that, at 
eſent, the Number of Pilgrims who annually repair 
ither for the Sake of Devotion, ſeldom exceeds forty 
or fifty thouſand. Not many Years ſince nine thouſand 
Pilgrims were at Loretto at one Time; and it may ea- 
fily be conceived, what Confuſion: ſuch a Number of 
People muſt Occaſion in this little Town. Some come 
a-foot, others ride on Aſes or Horſes. The female 
Pilgrims, whoſe Circumſtances enable themyto be at 
the Expence, generally chooſe to come to Loretto in Car- 
riages; and, as large Companies frequently travel to- 
_ many diverting Incidents often happen on the 
oad. As ſoon as they reach the paved Way leading 
down a Hill into the Suburbs, they begin ſinging ſome 
Hymn, which continues til! they enter the Church. 
But, if the Company be too large, the Ceremony of go- 
ing on their Knees round the Caſa Santa is omitted, and 
they muſt make uſe of ſome other Method to ſhew- 
their Devotion. The poor Pilgrims are received into 
an 
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an Hoſpital, -where they are provided with Beds, as alſo 
Bread and Wine, every Morning aud Evening, for three 
Days. The greateſt Concourſe at Loretro, is from the Be- 


ginning of May, till the Middle of July; great Numbers 
lo 


are alſo to be ſeen in September, it having been revealed 
to Paulus a Sylva in a Viſion, that the Virgin Mary was 
born on the eighth Day of that Month. 


The large Church, which entirely covers the Caſa San- 


ta, is built of Mrian Stone, which very much reſembles 
that of Tivoli Stone, uſed at Rome. The Front is entire- 


ly of Marble, and decorated with exquiſite Sculptures ; 
am_ which is the-Statue of the Virgin Mary over the 
Portal, 


by the ingenious Giralamo Lambardi. The 


three Doors on this Side of the Church are of Brouze, 
and adorned with ſeveral Hiſtories in the old Teſtament, 
in Bas-relief, by the ſame Artiſt. 

Beſides the Altar, della Angelica Annunziata, which 


ſtands at the Weſt End, without the Ca/e Sancta, there are 
within the Church, nineteen Altars and Chapels, deco- 


rated by admirable Specimens of the Skill of Peregrine 
Tibaldo, Annibal Caracci, Frederico Barocci, Frederico Zuc- 


cari, Gaſparino, Grow. Baglioni, Simon Vouet, Girolame - 


Mutiani, Franc, Orwietano, Lorenzo Loth, Felippo Bellino, 
Giovanni Batt di Montenuo wo, Franc. Mincio di Forli, and 
other eminent Painters. 

The Iron Grates before the ſeveral Chapels in the 
Church, were 2 out of the Fetters of four thouſand 
Chriſtians, who, by the naval Victory of Lepanto, in the 


Time of Pope Pius V. in 1571, were releaſed from 


Turkiſh Slavery. The main Cupola is ſupported by eight 
large Pillars, and in it the Aſſumption and Glorification 
of the bleſſed Virgin, is finely painted by Chriftophera 
Roncalli, generally called : Calvaliere Pomeramo. Its Out- 
ſide is covered with Lead, ſaid to weigh a hundred and 
thirteen thouſand Pounds. 

The Font is placed in a ſeparate Chapel, and accor- 


ding to ſome, coſt ſixteen hundred Scudi: it is of Bronze, 


beautified with fine Bas-reliefs repreſenting Hiſtories of 
the old Teſtament ; over it is the Baptiſm of our Saviour 
by John the Baptiſt : The Baſon is ſupported by four Sta- 
tues of Angels, done by Verxelli da Camerino. 


Vor. IV. 61%: Here 
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Here is a beautiful Marble Monument of Cardinal 
Gaetani, whoſe Remains were brought hither from Rome. 

The Pavement of the Church is compoſed of ſquare 
'Tables of white and red Marble. | = 

Several Confeſſionals are placed up and down in the 
Church, with Superſcriptions over them, indicating. in 
what Language Strangers may confeſs, and receive Ab- 
ſolution. Above twenty Jeſuits attend conſtantly as Con- 
feſſors, and among theſe a Perſon of any European Na- 
tion, may find one at leaſt, who underſtands his native 
Language. Formerly Carmelite Monks had the Care of 
the Caja Sancta, and it was promiſed them by Pope 
Jamocent VIII. as they alledged that they had been in 
Poſſeſſion of it a long Time before, whilſt the Houſe 
ſtood in Gallilee. This Allegation was alſo confirmed 
by the Depoſition of a female Demoniac ; but theſe Fa- 
thers having quitted for nine Years both their Function 
and the Town of Loretto, on account of its. Unhealthful- 
neſs, Leo X. inſtituted Canons in their. Stead, with a 
Cardinal to preſide over them; and at laſt Pope Sixtus 
V. ſettled a Biſhop here. The Place, owes the ſalu- 
tiferous Air it enjoys at preſent, to Pope Clement VII. 
who cauſed ſeveral Hills to be levelled, Woods. to be 
cut down, and the Marſhes or Moraſſes to be drain- 
ed | | 

The many Maſſes founded here for ever, beſides others 
that are well paid for, and. ſaid daily on particular 
Occafions, enable the Caſa Sancta to maintain, . eighty 
Chaplains who with the Canons, Beneficiaries and Ec- 
cleſiaſticks viſiting Loretto out of Devotion, conſtantly 
perform this eſſential Part of the Romib Religion. The 
Number of the Maſſes daily ſaid in the Ca/a Sana and 
in the great Church which ſurrounds it, amount to a 
hundred and twenty three; and in the whole Year, to 
forty four thouſand eight hundred and ninety five. 

The Eunuchs alſo who belong to the Choir of the 
holy Chapel, ſay Maſſes here; and, on ſuch Occaſions, 
carry their Teſticles about them in a ſmall Box, con- 
cluding by mathematical Calculation, that 43; and +55 
are always equal to an Integer. This Practice is ſeldom 
heard of at Rome; but in the upper Parts of Italy is very 
common. It is not however contrary to the papal 9 * 

| r 


I 
for Eunuchs to Tay Maſs ; They exclude from the Prieſt- 
hood ſuch mutilated Perſons, who have voluntarily and 
deliberately deprived themſelves of their Virility, a Fin- 
ger, Foot or Eye; but if an Accident of that Kind hap- 
pens to a Perſon in his Childhood, involuntarily, or by the 
Dire&ion of the Phyſicians, it does not diſqualify him 
for holy Orders. The Loſs indeed of the left Eye, called 
Oculis Cononis, excludes any. one from the Prieſthood ; 


at ſaying Dominus wibiſcur, © the Lord be with you,” to 
turn his Head. Thoſe who are deprived of any Member, 
by their own Hand, Deſire, or Fault, muſt obtain a Diſ- 
age previouſly to their Admittance into holy Or- 

ers. 7 = 

The Walls of the Church of Loreto were formerly 
hung with a Multitude of Pictures and votive Pieces; 

ſome of Wood; ſome Braſs, and others of Wax; but 
the Number of theſe beginning to obſcure the Church, 
and not greatly add to its Elegance, it was decreed, in 
the Year 1673, to remove the major Part of them, and 
employ the Silver and Gold to better Uſes. In the 
Church near the Caſa Sancta, is ſtill a Picture of a Prieſt 


2 Entrails to the Virgin Mary. The Occaſion 
1 


of this Picture, according to the Inſcription under it, is as 
follows. The Prieſt was by Birth, a Dalmatian, lived in 
the Beginning of the ſixth Century, and entertained a 
high Veneration for the Madonna di Loretto. It was his 
Misfortune to be taken Priſoner by the Turks, and ſo- 
licited to embrace the Mahometan, and abjure the 
Chriſtian Religion; but he not only rejected their Pro- 
poſals and oppoſed their Menaces, but alſo never ceaſed 
to call upon the Name of Chriſ and the holy Virgin. 
Being aſked the Reaſon for ſuch continual Invocations, 
he anſwered that theſe Names were imprinted on his 
Heart, and therefore it was not in his Power to forbear. 
Upon their threatening to tear his Heart and Bowels out 
of his Body if he did not deſiſt from his Invocations, 
and renounce Chrift and Mary; he replyed, the firſt was 
in their Power; but the latter impoſſible for them to per- 
form. Upon this the Turi, immediately put their Threats 
in Execution; but the Prieſt in the Midſt of his Torture, 
perſiſted in calling on the voy Mary, promiſing, _ the 
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becauſe ſuch a Perſon, when he reads Maſs, is obliged” * 
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ſame Time, a Pilgrimage to Loretto. They therefore 
ut his Heart and the Entrails into his Hands, telling 
him by Way of Sarcaſm, that he might now perform his 
Vow, and carry his Offering to Loretto. But to their 
Afſtoniſhment, the Martyr roſe immediately, and with his 
Heart and Entrails in his Hands, proceeded on his Jour- 
ney, and arrived at Loretto, where he ſhewed his man- 
gled Body ; and after offering his Heart and Entrails, 
relating the whole Affair, and receiving the holy Sacra- 
ment, be expired, The Jeſuit Terſellina adds, that theſe 
Entrails hung a long Time in the Church, as Memori- 
als of_ the Miracle ; but decaying by Length of Time, 
they were taken away, and their Place ſupplied by a 
Repreſentation of them cut in Wood. Pope Paul III. 
however, ordered the latter to be removed, the Vulgar 
beginning to render more Homage to them, than even 

to the Virgin Mary herſelf. 7 
Of the many incredible Stories related here with the 
greateſt Confidence and Air of Truth, many of which 
may be ſeen in printed Books, I ſhall mention only one 
more, relating to a votive Piece ſent hither from the Ne- 
therlands in 1680., It was a wax Taper, weighing three 
hundred Pounds. The Donor, who was a Femiſb Of- 
ficer in the Duke of Parma's Troops, being ſent with 
eight others of the ſame "Troop, to reconoitre the Enemy, 
fell into an Ambuſcade, and was attacked by a Body of 
eight hundred Horſe and Foot, But notwithſtanding the 
great Diſparity, the Flemiſb Officer, putting his Confi- 
dence in the Virgin Mary, ſhe inſpired him and his Hand- 
ful of Men, with ſuch Courage and Vigour, that they 
maintained a ſharp Action for two Hours, and entirely 
routed the Enemy, without any one receiving a Wound. 
In Remembrance of ſo remarkable an Action, the Vota- 
ry ſent the above mentioned Taper to Loretto, to burn 
there on certain Days, before the Ca/a Sancta; together 
with a Sum of Money the Intereſt of which was to pro- 
cure ſuch another Candle, when this ſhould be conſumed. 
At the North Side of the great Church, is the Sacri- 
ſty, peculiarly appointed for the Prieſts who officiate in 
the holy Houſe. The Paintings with which it is deco- 
rated, were done by Raphael, Andrea del Sarto, Parmigia- 
as, Frederico Barocci, Guida Rheni, Mutiano Tintoretto, +4 
olo, 
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%% Peroneſe, Tearini, Schidom, Cantarino, and Fanelli. Ad- 
Joining to the Sacriſty is a large Saloon, the Cieling of 
which was painted by Pomeranio, and the Pavement is in- 
laid with Marble of various Colours. This Apartment 
contains a Treaſure worth many Millions, conſiſting of 
the moſt valuable Jewels and Offerings, made to the Vir- 
in Mary, and which are not uſed in adorning her Image. 
t is remarkable that this immenſe Treaſure, has been 
accumulated within theſe three Centuries ; for all the 
Gifts and Donations belonging to the Caſa Sancta, in the 
Year 1470, amounted to no more than fix thouſand Du- 
cats. Theſe Jewels are kept in Glaſs Caſes fixed in the 
Wall and ſecured with Grates; having in the Middle of 
each the Figure of a Cock. To pive the Stranger a more 
accurate View of every Article, the Ecclefiaſtick who at- 
tends Strangers, has a Wand in his Hand, with which 
he points to every Piece, as he gives an Account of it; 
the ſame Method is alſo obſerved in the Sanctuary of 
the holy Houſe, As it would 'be tedious to enumerate 
every Piece depoſited here, I ſhall only confine myſelf to 
the moſt remarkable, which are as follow : | 

1. The Crown and Scepter, finely adorned with Jew- 
els, which Queen Chrifliza after abdicating the Swedi/s 
Crown, brought hither, and offered to the Virgin Mary. 
2. A Crown of Gold ſet with Rubies, Pearls, and Dia- 
monds, preſented by a Princeſs of Ragotzi. 

3. Two Branches of Coral near a Foot and a Half in 
Height. | | 

4. A Crown of Lapis Lazuli. 

5. A Crown of Agat. 
6. A Robe which Jabella a Princefs of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, and Queen to Philip IV. of Spain, brought hither 
and fitted to the Madonna de Loretto. It is enriched with 
ſix thouſand ſix hundred and eighty four Diamonds. 

7, An Emerald, four Times as large as a Man's Head, 
in which, as in a Matrix, are ſeveral Emeralds incloſed, 
both great and ſmall. On the Superficies, of it, you 
may count a hundred and thirty ſix, ſome almoſt as big 
as ones Fiſt. For this natural Curioſity, which was pre- 
ſented by Philip IV. of Spain, an Enghſþ Gentleman 
oftered ninety thouſand Scudi, or Crowns, 
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i $. In another Caſe is a very large Amethyſt ſet in 
Gold, but ſmaller than the Emerald. | | 
9. A Chain of the golden Fleece, preſented by the 
ſame King Philip, ſet with ſo many fine Rubies, Pearls, 
and Diamonds, that it deſerves to be reckoned” one of 
the moſt valuable Pieces in this Treafury. | 

10. A golden Candleſtick, ſet with Rubies, Opals 
Emeralds, Pearls, and Diamonds, weighing twenty three 
Pounds, and of exquifite Workmanſhip; preſented by 
Prince Camillo Pani 5 | 

11 A Crown ſet with Pearls, and Rubies ; preſented 
by the above mentioned Princeſs of Ragotxi. 

12. A Miſſal, the Cover of which is adorned' with 
twelve Topazes ; given by Ferdinand II. great Duke of 
Florence. | | 

13. A Pearl, looked upon as invaluable, and the Prin- 
ciple in this Treaſury. Nature itſelf, as they pretend, 
having formed the Reſemblance of the holy Virgin, ſit- 
ting on a Cloud, with the Infant 7%, on her Arm. It 
is allowed that Art has contributed nothing to this, as 
Pearls will not admit of it; but it will al be granted 
that the Imagination muſt powerfully aſſiſt the Eye in 
forming any diſtinet Figure on it. The Ponor has, it 
is thought out of Humility, concealed his Name. But 
the Pearl, by Reaſon of its extraordinary Size, is very 
valuable. Sir Hans Sloane is poſſeſſed of a fine Pearl to 
which ſeveral others are concreted in the Form of a 
Bunch of Grapes. There have been Pieces of Marble 
diſcovered by the Ancients, plainly repreſenting Apollo 
and the Muſes. Plin. (Hift. Nat. Lib. xxxvi. I. 5.) men- 
tions a Repreſentation of Silenus found in a Block of 
Parian Marble. | | 

14. A Pearl as large as a Pidgeon's nes preſented 
by the Marquis del Yafto, one of the chief Commanders 
under Charles V. ä | 

15. A Piece of Virgin Gold, in the Ore, as it came 
out of the Mine, weighing eleven Ounces. | 

16. A Set of Altar Furniture with a Paliatti, fet with 
about ſix or ſeven thouſand Pearls, beſides Diamonds and 
Rubies ; valued at two hundred thoufand Crowns. This 
was ſent as an Offering in the Year 1639, by Catherine 


Zamoiſcin 
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Zameiſciu,, Dutcheſs of Oftrog, and Wife to the high 
Chancellor of Poland. | 

17. Another complate Set of Altar Furniture, with 
a Crucifix, the Canopy, Veſtments &c. all embelliſhed 
with Coral, and preſented a few Years ago, by Prince 
Avellini of Naples. | 

18. The Imperial Eagle, fet with Diamonds, 

19. Another Eagle, made entirely of Diamonds, with 
a Brillant of uncommon Size and Luftre on the Breaſt, 
of the fineſt Water in the whole Treaſure. This Work, 
with the golden Fleece appendent to it, which is likewiſe 
adorned with valuable Diamonds, is one of the fineſt 
Pieces in the whole Collection, and was the Offering of 
the Empreſs Mary, Mother to the Emperor Leopold I. 

20. A Ship of Gold, being a votive Piece of a Prin- 


ceſs of Mangsfeld, who imagined that by the Aſſiſtance of 


the Virgin Mary, ſhe was ſaved in a Shipwreck. 
- 21, The Statue of the Virgin Mary of Amber on a 
Pedeſtal of Gold. 

22. A Diamond, weighing feventy three Grains, offer- 
ed by Prince Carlo Doria, 

23. Two Silver Candleſticks, one weighing a hundred 
and nine, the other a hundred and twelve Pounds; pre- 
ſented by Cardinal Paulufi d Altieri. 

24. The imperial Eagle of Gold flying into the Virgin 
Mary's Lap, — with Diamonds and Pearls; preſent- 
ed in the Year 1700 by Prince Vaſto. 

25. Two golden Candleſticks very curiouſly inlaid with 
Agat, /apis lazuli, Hyacinths,-and Topazes ; the Gift of 
Violenta Beatrix, a Princeſs of Bavaria, and Dowager to 
the eldeſt Son of the great Duke of Tuſcany, who ſome 
Years ago viſited Loretto., ' 

26. A Silver Oftenſcorjur of ſuch Magnitude, that a 
Man can hardly carry it; preſented by the ſame Prince. 
27. A large Crucifix in Gold, ſet with fix Sapphircs 
of a conſiderable Magnitude, and a great many Dia- 
monds ; the Gift of Cardinal 4 Acugna of Portugal- 

28. A golden Angel, preſented by the Pretender to- 
the Crown of Great-Britain, who with his Lady, ſome 
Years ago, viſited Loretto. It is half an Ell high, and 
offered to the Virgin on ſome extraordinary Occaſion, 
as he could but ill ſpare ſuch coſtly Preſents. 

C 4 29. 30. TWO 


32 LETTER LXII. 


29, 30. Two regal Crowns ; -one of which-1s rich 
ſet with Pearls, and the other, which is larger, wi 
Diamonds : Both are Inſtances of the profound Reſpect 
— above-mentioned Princeſs of Ragotzi had for the 

rpm. 3 

81 A beautiful Cup of Lapis Laxuli, with golden 
Veins, reſting on an Emerald Stand, and decorated with 
three golden Syrens, eight Diamonds, ten Pearls, and 
twelve Rubies; the Cover is of Rock Cryſtal, ſet with _ 
large Rubies and Diamonds. It was preſented by Henry 
III. of France, with a View of obtaining, from the Mo- 
ther of God, an Heir to his Crown, as is expreſſed on 
a golden Border round the Stand. This Offering did 
not, however, procure the deſired Effect. SIDE 
32. A Silver Statue, weighing a hundred and fifty 
three Pounds; an Offering of Aaelaide, Electoreſs of 
Bavaria. e 

33. A Gold Ring ſet with a beautiful Emerald, which 
was put into the Offering- Box, by a Perſon unknown. - 

34. A large golden Heart, enriched with beautiful 
Diamonds, on which two Eyes are repreſented with the 
ſame Gems. It was offered by Chriſtina, Dutcheſs of 
Savoy. | 

The Number of ſuch coſtly votive Pieces ſet with 
Jewels, amounts to above three hundred, excluſive of 
the many ſingle Gems often ſent, or put into the Of- 
tering-Box, without mentioning the Votary's Name. 


* 


Further in this Apartment are; 


35. A large Silver Altar. 
36. The Town and Citadel of Nancy in Lorrain, beau- 
tifully chaſed in Silver; three Spans and a Half broad, 
and betwixt five and ſix Long. | 

37. The Baffile in Silver, ſent hither by the Prince of 
Cond: ; alſo Plans in the ſame Metal, of the following 
Cities, Milan, Ferrare, Bologna, Aſcoli, Termo, Recanati, 
Ancona, Monte Santo, Sarnano, Saverne, Cc. toge- 
ther with the whole Lordſhip of Montallo; all which 
Pieces may, with very good Reaſon, be conſidered, as 
the moſt coſtly geographical Collection in the World. 


Some Part of it has been removed into three other Sa- 
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eriſties, where are alſo kept the twelve Apoſtles in Sil- 
ver ; all together weighing four hundred and twenty five 


Pounds, 'or eight hundred and fifty Marks ; beſides an 


incredible Number of Gold and Silver Vaſes, The 
Silver Pieces are not uſually ſhewn to Strangers, as 
making too mean an Appearance in Compariſon of 
the more coſtly Jewels ; though the vaſt Number of them 
attones for the Baſeneſs of the Metal. 

It is, however, not improbable, that many Silver 
Tablets and votive Pieces, which make but little Show, 
are melted down, and ſent to the Mint to be coined ; 
as alſo that the ſuperfluous Jewels not employed in Orna- 
ments, are converted into Money, and applied to better 
Uſes, eſpecially if they have been the Offerings of Per- 
ſons long fince dead, or other Circumſtances render any 
further n improbable. This I know, that foreign 
Jewellers, find their Accounts greatly in viſiting the 
Convents of Jtaly; and have purchaſed many rich 
Jewels for ſmall Sums of ready Money, which the 
Monks are very fond of; Secrecy being ſtrictly en- 
Joined the Purchaſers at the ſame Time. Probably, in 
many Places, the Number of Jewels, are kept up, and 
only one fine Stone exchanged for another of leſs Va- 
lue, the Difference being paid in Money; and this is a 
Sort of Embezzlement, which in proceſs of Time, is 
impoſſible to be detected. 

In the above-mentioned Sala del Treforo, on a Stone, 
in the Pavement, is the Date 1626, cut as a Memorial 
of a Thief, who, in that Year, found Means to con- 
vey himſelf into this Place; but by a particular Mi- 
racle, the Pavement, as they ſay, opening under him, 
he ſunk down to his Waiſt, ſo that Laing unable to ſtir, 
he was eaſily taken, and ſuffered the Puniſhment he de- 
ſerved. Others tell this Story with additional Circum- 
ſtances; but, the true Deſign of the Whole is, to deter 
others from making any future Attempts on this valua- 
ble Treaſury. 

The Inhabitants of Toretto, notwithſtanding their 
Boaſts of the extraordinary and viſible Protection of the 
Virgin Mary, eſpecially with regard to this ſacred Trea- 
ſure, do not think it adviſable to put it to the 
Trial ; for not only the Window of the Sala del Tre 
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is ſecured with a Iron Gate, but even the City it- 
ſelf alſo fortified z which, according to an Inſcription on 
one of the Baſtions, was done in the Year 1521, under 
the Pontificate of Lo X. Theſe Fortifications may 
prove a ſufficient Security to the Town againſt any ſud- 
den Attack of Pyrates ; but are otherwiſe of little Im- 
portance ; for, in many Places, the Houſes ſerve inſtead 
of Walls. 

Loretto is commonly without a Garriſon, ſo that it is 
ſurprizing the Turk: have not made greater Efforts than 
they have hitherto done, in order to poſleſs themſelves 
of the precious err depoſited here. It can hardly 
be their Reverence for the Virgin that reſtrains them, 
notwithſtanding what the People of Loretio pretend, that 
even the Turks, when in any great Danger at Sea, often 
have Recourſe to her, and expreſs their grateful Acknow- 
ledgements for her Aſſiſtance, by ſending hither valua- 
ble Preſents. The Roman Catholicks, indeed, alledge 
that in all the Attempts which the Turks have hitherto 
made againſt Loretto, they have been driven off, either 
by an extraordinary Miracle, or ſeized with a ſupernatural 
Panick. But all theſe Miracles have not produced an 
entire Confidence in the Inhabitants ; for upon the leaſt 
Appearance of Danger, they uſually ſend away the 
Treaſure to Ancona, or ſome other Place of greater Secu- 
rity. General Langalleire, and the Count de Linauge are 
greatly cenſured, that among all their Enterprizes 
(which, by the bye, were moſtly wild Chimeras) they 
never ſo much as thought of atiacking Loretto. The 
true Reaſon why the Turi, do not make a formal At- 
tempt on this Place, may ariſe from the great Shallow- 
neſs of the Aariatict in theſe Parts; whereby the Ap- 
proach. of large Ships to that Shore is rendered entirely 
impracticable: Beſides, Loretto lying only three Halian 
Miles from the Sea, and in an open Country, no Deſcent 
can be made with ſuch Secrecy and Expedition, as not- 
to alarm the whole Country ; which would ſoon be in 
Arms, and venture both Life and Fortune in Defence of 
their dear Virgin. The Number of Burghers in Loretto, 
amounts to above three hundred, and the whole Inha- 
bitants in the Town, and its. two Suburbs are computed 
at upwards of ſeven thouſand : And, no ſooner is a. 
| Turkiſh 
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Tui Squadron known to be at Sea, than a ſtrong 
Garriſon is immediately ſent hither from the Neigbbour- 


ing Country. 
On the right Hand, in coming out of the Church, 
is a Statue of Pope Sixtus V. fitting on a Pedeſtal, em- 


belliſhed with a great Variety Bas-Reliefs. The 
Whole is of Bronze, and was executed by Antonio Cal- 
”—_ the great Area before the Church, Pope Paul V. 
erected a fine Marble Fountain, which, by means of an 
AqueduQ, alſo made at his Expence, ſupplies the Town: 
with excellent Water from the neighbouring Hills. In. 
this Area is a Palace, containing Apartments for the 
Clergy, and Offices of the holy Houſe ; Lodgings are 
appointed in it for the Governour of the Town, and. Per- 
fons of Rank, who come hither on Pilgrimages. Here 
lkewiſe are the Wine-Cellars belonging to the Ca/2 
Sancta, which are a. hundred and fifty eight common 
Paces in Length, and conſiſt of twelve handſome Vaults, 
in which are upwards of a. hundred and forty large 
Caſks of Wine. Among theſe is one, which holds four 
hundred and twenty Barili, or Tuns, each of which is 
equal to ninety Paris Chopines : Another Caſk contains 
three hundred and ſixty five Barili, and out of it may be 
drawn, by means of one Cock, three different Sorts of 
Wine, as white, common red, and a very. deep red 
Wine. Over the Cellar are the Kitchen, the other Of- 
fices, and the Diſpenſary. In the latter are three hun- 


dred and thirty eight large Gallipots, with Covers, of 


that Kind of Porcelain called Majolica or Fayance Earth- 
en-Ware. They are highly valued for the Paintings on 
them; ſome of which exhibit various Hiſtories of the 
Old and New Teſtaments, and others the Metamorpho- 
ſes of Ovid, with many other Figures of Boys at Play; 
all ſaid to be done by the celebrated Raphael d Urbino. 
Theſe Pots were a. Preſent from one of the Dukes of 
Urbino, who has thereby perpetuated his Memory.; and' 
is a Collection of which the Lalians always ſpeak with 


the higheſt Raptures; and if we may believe them, one 


of the great Dukes of Tuſcany offered to give in Ex- 
change for them Silver Pots of equal Magnitudes. And 


with regard to.the four 2 and St. Paul, Leauis 
Q . 
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XIV. is ſaid to have offered their Weight in Gold; and 
Chriſtina, Queen of Sweden, offered fix thouſand Scudi, 
for five others, preferring this Collection to all the other 
Curioſities of Loretto; becauſe the richeſt Jewels, in Gold 
and Silver may be equalled, and conſequently the Loſs 
of them in ſome Degree repaired ; whereas this Porce- 
laine, with its curious Painting, could not be equalled. 
Her Offer was, however, refuſed ; upon which ſhe bor- 
rowed a curious Piece out of the Collection, but never 
thought proper to return it. 

In all the Porcelain Veſſels ſhewn in various Places, 
to which Raphael's Name gives a Value, were actually 
Painted by him, he muſt certainly have applied himſelf 
to little elſe; but in all Probability, there is not a ſingle 
Piece of that Kind done by him extant, except a few 
which he painted by Way of Amufement, in his younger 
Years. Battiſto Franco, a Venetian Painter, who, accord- 
ing to Ya/ari, when he deſigned for ſuch Poreelain Veſ- 
ſels, drew after Copper Plates, engraved from the 
Works of Raphae! and other celebrated Maſters; and 
probably this gave Riſe to the Miſtake. Something of 
this Kind might have happened, becauſe Baron Tallis of 
Venice hath till in his Poſſeſſion a Letter from that fa- 
mous Artiſt, wherein he acquaints the Dutcheſs of Urbino, 
that he had finiſhed the Deſigns which ſhe defired for 
her Side-Board. N 

The Arſenal, which is one of the upper Stories, has 
nothing very material; ſome few Arms are ſhewn here 
among other votive Pieces offered by Pilgrims; parti- 
cularly a ſhort Piſtol, made by one of the Dukes of Ur- 
ino. Here is alſo another Piſtol preſented by a Foreign- 
er two Years ago, which is hardly four Inches long, of 
neat Workmanſhip, and carries a Ball about the Size 
of a Pepper-Corn. Beſides theſe, there are two Field 
Pieces, taken about two hundred Years ago from the 
Turks, when they attempted to pillage Loretta; and a 
large Bomb charged, which is ſaid to have been con- 
cealed in a prodigious Wax Taper, ſent by the Turks as 
an Offering to the Virgin; and doubtleſs, if it had burnt 
to the Fuzee of the Bomb, the Explohon of it would 
certainly have demoliſhed the Caſa Saria; but this 
dreadful Cataftiophe was prevented by the 3 LR | 
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Preſciens of the Virgin Mary. In one of the Cloſets 
is a great Number of prohibited Weapons, dedicated 
to the holy Virgin. | | 

From the Arſenal, you aſcend to the Belfry, where 
are three Bells, preſented by Popes, the largeſt of which 


is called Loretto, and weighs ten Tuns, it was the Gift 
of Leo X. | 


The annual Revenue of the Caſa Sactna, from Lands 
and other ſettled Funds and Stipends, is by themſelves 


allowed to amount to near thirty thouſand Scuai, exclu- 


five of the Preſents and Offerings of Devotees, which, 
and from the Reſort of ſo many thouſand Votaries, muſt 
be very conſiderable. 
It muft, however, be remembered, that the Cle 
uſe every Argument in their Power, to keep alive the 
Zeal of the People, and therefore perſuade Strangers 
that the annual Expences of the Caſa Sana exceed the 
yearly Revenue, 'ten thouſand Scudi. According to 
their. Calculation, no leſs than fourteen thouſand Pounds 
of Wax is every Year conſumed in the holy Houſe and 
Church, which coſts three thouſand two hundred and 
twenty Scudi. I ſhall not diſpute the Truth of this Ar- 
ticle, nor that of the Expence of the Oil for the Lamps, 
which, according to them amounts to four hundred and 
twenty Scadi. But be this as it may, I believe, they 
will find it difficult to perſuade an impartial Perſon that 
their annual Expences in maintaining the twenty Je- 
ſuits, and other Prieſts, amount to five thouſand Scud; 
the twelve Canons ſix thouſand Scudi; and the other 
Officers and Domeſticks, fix thouſand more. The I. 
Hyricum College, founded here by Gregory XIII. for the 
Education of thirty Sc/awvonian Youths in Philoſophy and 
Divinity, was removed to Rome, by Order ' of Pope 
Clement VIII. = 
The Trade of Loretto, beſides the Inns, Publi 
Houſes, and Lodgings of Strangers, conſiſts chiefly in 
making Medals, Crucifixes, Images of the Virgin Mary, 
ainted Paper Caps, Ribands ,and Roſaries, which are 
ought up by Strangers, as Amulets for the Head-ach, 
Fits, and other Diſeaſes. 
Loretto, is about a Mile in Circumference, and has a 
fine Proſpect towards the Sea, and a beautiful Valley 


finely 
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finely planted. with Trees. The Suburb extending tu 
Monte Reale, is finely. built, In clear Weather, about 
Sun-riſing, the Mountains of Croatia, though a hun- 
dred and fifty Miles from Loreto are diſcernable, 

Foreigners reſorting hither, in ſuch Crowds, occaſion 
a great Conſumption of Proviſions at Loretto ; and 
though your Hoſt is ſure to exact upon you as much as 
poſlible, yet the Entertainment cannot be complained of. 
The Inhabitants are very courteous ; and, at the Poſt- 
Houſes between Rome to Bologna, you have much more 
polite Uſage than in thoſe between Florence and Rome. 
Their frequent Converſe with Strangers, doubtleſs ſerves 
to poliſh their Manners. 
The Roads in the Country about Loretto, as well as 
the Town itſelf, ſwarms with Be „Who, in Spring, 
ſtrew Flowers before Strangers, and throw ſome into the 
Carriages, in order to obtain their Charities. 
At the Diſtance of a few Talian Miles in the Road to 
Ancona, is the Village Cirale, famous for the Reſort of 
Pilgrims, on Account of a miraculous Crucifix. It is a 
common Proverb here, Chi e andeta & Loreito e non. a Ci- 
roi, ha wiſia la Madre, e ha laſciato it Figliolo, ** Whos» 
s ever goes to Loreto, and not to Cirols, viſits the Mo- 
« ther, and takes no Notice of the Son.” This is in 
Fact only a Pretence to exhauſt the Pilgrim's Purſes. 
The votive Pieces here are very inconſiderable, and a. 
Traveller who goes out of his Road to Cirale, quits it 
to very little Purpoſe. 
Before I cloſe this Account of Loyetto, I muſt not omit 
to obſerve, that at certain Seaſons of the Year, the Sea 
throws up Stones of a globular Form. I ſhall not at- 
tempt to account for the Origin of theſe Stones, though 
their Roundneſs may, in ſome Meaſure, be attributed to 
the Agitation of the Sea. It muſt, however be acknow- 
ledged that there are great Numbers of round Stones 
found in certain Veins of the Earth, very remote from 
the Sea; particularly at a Place about half a Mile from 
Helmfladt, near the Convent of St. Mareenſball; and in 
the Iron Mines in ſeveral Parts of Wittemberg. Agricola 
fays they are found near Pollenza in the Kingdom of 
Naples, ſome as large as a Cannon Ball, 

Loretta, April, 1730. 7 _ _ 
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Account of ANCONA, SENIGAGLIA, Faxo, PE8ARo, 
RIMINI, the River RUBLICON 5 and alſo of the 
Towns of CESENATICO, and CERVIA. * 


; Six, 


teen Dalian Miles, the Road lying through a 
moſt agreeable Plain, interſected by the Rivers 


Maſone and Aſide. The Number of Streams and Rivers 


that have their Source in the Eaſt- Side of the Apeninnei, is 
greater than can be found in any other Chain of Moun- 
tains of the ſame Extent. , 

Ancona is but. a mean Place, and ſtands on hilly and 
uneven Ground, and it has its Name from its Shape, be- 
ing built in an Angle like that of the Elbow. | 
The Cathedral is Situated on an Eminence, from 
whence is an elegant Prof over the City, and alfo 
along the Sea Coaſt. In the Portico are two Pillars, ſup- 
ported by two Marble Lions. It is obſervable that this. 
Fabrick is extremely deficient in Light. 

The City is indeed fortified, and has a Citadel, but 
incapable of making any great Defence againſt an Ar- 
my. The Harbour is large and good, but the Trade 
inconſiderable, as it is in moſt of the papal Dominions. 
Perſons of all Perſuaſions are tolerated here, but denied 
the publick Exerciſe of their Religion. Great Num- 
bers of Jews reſide here, but are obliged to live in a 
particular Ward, and as a Badge, to wear a bit of red 
Cloth in their Hats. 'Their Synagogue is an oblong 
Structure, with an arched Roof, and illuminated with 
ſeveral Lamps. The Exchange has a fine Front; and 
over the Entrance of it an Equeſtrian Statue, &c. With- 
in is a lofty and ſpacious Apartment, with an 3 

Oot, 
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Roof, and containing, among other Statues, thoſe of 
Faith, Hope, Charity, and Religion. The Harbour is ſe- 
cured by a ſtrong Mole, and near it is atriumphal Arch, 
erected by the Roman Senate to the Emperour Trajan, 
his Conſort, Plotina and Marciana his Sifter, in Grati- 
tude for the great Improvement made in this Harbour 
by that Emperour, at his own Expence. It is evident, 
that this Arch was formerly decorated with brazen Sta- 
tues, Trophies, and Inſcriptions, and conſequently made 
a different Appearance from what it does at preſent. As 
the Sculptures were cut on the large Pieces -of Marble, 
with which the Arch was conſtructed, they were not ſo 
hable to Injuries; and, conſequently, this Arch was 
more magnificent, and more durable than moſt other 
Gmilar Monuments of Antiquity. The Marble was 
brought from the Iſle of Paros, and ſo cloſely joined, 
that it ſeems to conſiſt only of one entire Block. -On 
both Sides are four fluted Pillars of the Corinthian Or- 
der, and over the Front, towards the City, an ancient 
Inſcription. | 

The Head of the Mole is fortified, and about ten 
Guns are generally mounted. Under it is a Kind of a 
wooden Roof, without any Pillars, being entirely ſup- 
ported by a Beam or Pole in the Centre. | 

The Stature and Complexion of the Inhabitants of 
Ancona, eſpecially the fair Sex, are greatly ſuperior to 
the Reſt of the Inhabitants of Lac, ſo that they ſeem 
to be another People. 'The ſame may be obſerved of 
the Inhabitants of Senigallia, Fano, and Peſaro as far as 
Remini. If it be true, that the polite and beautiful 
Youths reſorting to the Univerſities, added to the grand 
Retinue of a Court, contribute to render Leipfick, Hall, 
and Dre/den, the Nurſeries of fine Men: The ſuperiour 
Beauty of the female Sex at Fano, Ancona, &c. may, 
with equal Juſtice, be attributed to the great Number of 
Strangers and Pilgrims, continually travelling through 
thoſe Cities. | | 

The eaſtern Part of 7aly, is pleaſanter, and more 
fertile than the Generality of Places lying on the Weſt 
Side ;. eſpecially if you include the Coaſt between Genoa 
and Leghorn, WEE * 
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The whole Adriatic Sea, abouuds with teſtateous and 

moſt other Kinds of Fiſh. A fingular Species of the for- 
mer is the Ballani,or Ballari, found alive in large Stones. 
The Shell of this Fiſh is rough and of an oblong Figure, 
ſomewhat reſembling a Date, and are thence called Dat- 
tile del Mare. They are generally found on the Shallows 
near Comero, or Aonaro, ten Miles from Ancona. There is 
alſo'a Kind of Clay, very much reſembling the gray Tex- 
ture of brown earthen Ware; likewife ſeveral Kinds of po- 
rous Stones. In the Pores of theſe Stones and Clods 
of Clay, the Ovula, or minute Spawn of this Shell-Fiſh 
are depoſited, and through theſe they are provided with 
the neceſſary Air and Water, whilſt by their conſtant 
Motion, they gradually abrade ſome Particles from the 
Stone in which they are incloſed, and thus form them- 
ſelves a Cavity proportionable to their Growth. The in- 
fide of the Clay is indeed hard, but its Out- ſide being 
continually moiſtened by the Sea Water, is ſoft. The 
Inhabitants of Ancona, obſerving that the Ballani taken 
up in their Harbour, are longer than thoſe in the Monte 
Conaro, fetch them in Boats from thence, and lay them 
within the Mole, where having more Reſt and Nouriſh- 
ment, they ſoon arrive at their full Perfection. When 
they fiſh for Ba/lari, they chooſe ſuch Stones as have their 
Surface full of little Holes, a certain Sign that it abounds 
with Fiſt, Frequently the Aperture through which the 
Spawn penetrated the Stone, is ſtopped up, or covered 
over with Slime, ſo as to be no longer perceivable ; but 
the Fiſh notwithſtanding, thrives as well as if the Aper- 
ture was open. Upon breaking ſome of the Stones taken 
out of the Harbour of Ancona, I found between twenty 
and thirty live Fiſh, though not a ſingle Opening could 
be perceived on the Outhde. They always lie in one 
Place of the Stone, and. have only Room ſufficient for 
opening their Shell, in order to take in the Air and 
Nouriſhment. Nor is there any Method of getting them 
out of the Stone, but by breaking it, the Paſſage through 
which the Spawn entered being vaſtly too ſmall for them 
when grown up, to be taken out at. They ſay that if 
two or more of theſe Fiſh happen to touch each other 
in the ſame Stone, one only of them is found alive. Their 


Propagation and Nutriment, may in ſome Meaſure be 
explained 
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explained from what happens to the Eggs of Flies, Ma- 


gots, & Spiders, =o oper Galls or Excreſcencies of the 
Oak Leaves. With regard to the Poſition of the Baila- 
ni, it is not always exactly in the Middle of the Stone, 
though generally the thickeſt Part of their Body, which 
attracts moſt Nouriſhment, is fartheſt from the Surface. 
The Inſide of the Shell is white, but the Outſide Aſh-co- 
loured. The largeſt of thoſe found ag Arcona, very lit- 
tle exceed a Finger in Length. When properly taken 
out of the Stone, a Sort of String or Nerve, reſembling 
a thick Worm, of the length of ones Finger, bangs to 
them, like that of the Solexes. It is entirely white, and 
filled with a Kind of clear Water, which it ejects when 
preſſed. Thoſe who perceive a particular Delicacy of 
Taſte in theſe Fiſh will have it, that the Ba/lini do not 
feed on the groſs Parts of the 8ea Water, but as it were 
on the moſt ſubtile Dew, which penetrates the Stone, 
and thus undergoes a Kind of Filtration. Both the 
Fiſh itſelf and its Juices are ſo luminous in the dark, one 
may ſee to read by it; and even the Water in which 
this 'Fiſh has been ſqueezed, when put into a Glaſs 
continues its ſhining Property betwixt tea and twelve 
Hours; but this Phœnomenon is nothing extraordinary, 
as a like lucid Appearance is obſervable in Oyſters when 
opened freſh, and alſo in Whitings. 


Cuftom alone muſt render theſe Ballani palatable. 
Great Quantities of them are, however ſent to Rome, 


where they are highly valued. A Species of them is allo. 


found near Civita Vecchia and Narbonne, a City in France. 
The Stones in the Diſtrict of Ancona, in which the Bal. 
lari are found, are called Safi del Ballaro. The Oyſters 
at Ancona are kept alive in Sea-water for ſeveral Years: 
they are indeed large, but very flabby and not at all pa- 
latable. Here is a particular Kind of Sea Crab, called 
Nacchia, reſembling thoſe called Lobſters in England; but 
of a more delicate Taſte ; their Claws are leſs than thoſe 
of the common Crabs, and the Head and Tail of _ 
ticular Shape. In Spring the Outſide of their Body is 
covered with Spawn. 'The largeſt of this Species are 
about the Length of ones Hand ; and ſome call them 
Squilla arenaria. 


Among 
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Among other marine Productions near Aucona, and 
along the Aariatick, is a Fiſh called the Seni, having on 
its a long white Shell, great Quantities of theſe 
Shells, detached from the Fiſh, are found along the 
_ and when pounded ſmall are uſed in cleaning 

te. {> ; 

The Concha univalvis or univalve Shell-Fiſh, called 
alſo in Latin Patella, is found adhering to the Rocks. 
It is remarkable that the Fiſh expels its Fœces through 
the ſmall Aperture in the Middle of its arched Shell. 

Some give the Name of Pate/la major to thoſe Shells 
which, on Account of the Luftre of their Inſide reſem- 
bling that of Mother-of-Pearl, are frequently uſed in de- 
corating Grottos and Waterworks ; but they are more 
uſually called Orecchia Marina, and found not only in the 
Adriatich, but alſo the Neapolitan Seas. The ſpiral Aper- 
tures obſervable in their Shells, ſerve for drawing in the 
Water. | | 

A Species of ſmall Shells thrown up by the Sea in 

great Quantities upon this Shore, ſeem as if they were 
inſcribed with Arabic Characters; and are called Bava- 
razzi del Mare. The Characters on theſe Shells are fo 
infinitely varied that I am apt to think no two Shells 
could be found perfectly alike in that Reſpect. 
The Solenzes, Fiſtulæ, Canales or Ungues, as they are 
called in Latiz on Account of the Colour, or Form of 
the Shell, reſemble the Handle of a Raſor; and are 
known at Venice by the Name of Cappe Conche, but in 
other Places, and even this Neighbourhood, by that of 
Cannolichii, and Peſci canelle. They are alſo found in 
different Parts of the Mediterranean. 

The Concha Rhomboides, or Muſeulus flriatus, Mitulus, 
alſo called Arca Noe, has on its Shell ſmall Filaments re- 
ſembling Hair or Wool. * 

The Nautilus ſubtilis, diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
_ Maſcardino, equals in Whiteneſs, the fineſt writing 

aper. a 
The Noce gentili del Mare, or Nuces Marine, are of the 


bivalve Kind, convex, ſtriated and adorned with brown 
Borders. The fineſt and beſt coloured of this Species are 
to be met with on the African Shores, 


The 
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The Chioccioli celata is a particular Species of Muſele; 
the Outſide of which is rough and of an Earth - colour, 
but the under Shell has a Luſtre equal to Mother-of-Pearl. 
Its Aperture is ſecured. with a Valve adhering to the 
Fiſh, like the Nail of a Man's Finger. This is common 
to. moſt of the turbinated Species ; which, on that Ac- 
count, may be reckoned among the Tefacia bivatvia. The 
Outſide is ſmooth and even, of a rediſh brown Colour, 
and marked with a ſpiral Line. The other Side adheres 
to the Fiſh till it dies, and then falls off. The above- 
mentioned Valve is called at Puzzuoli, Occhi di Peſce, and 
in other Places Occhi di S. Lucia, umbilici marini, umbelli, 
Belliculi & Pietre di &, Margarita. 

- All the Species of the Teflacea turbinata, which abound 
in the Adriatich, have this in common, that the Circle in 
which they are formed, is drawn in Reſpect of the Centre 
from the left Hand to the right. | : 

Many of them have between ten and thirteen Circum- 
yolutions and terminate in a very, ſharp Point ; ſome 
have two or more Points, and accordingly are denomi- 
nated pentadattili, heptadattili, &c. Some a long Beak, 
and may be properly termed roftrate. To the latter Claſs 
belong the Purpuræ echinatæ or Turbinatæ, vermiculatæ and 
Chermiſine, if this laſt Name may be derived from Cher- 
ni an ancient Town in Sardinia, where Wool is ſaid to 
have been firſt dyed of a Chermifine or crimſon Colour, 
with the red Juice produced by this Fiſh. 

The Word purpureus was among the Ancients taken in 
a very extenſive Senſe, and comprehended all bright and 
* Colours, having been even applied to Snow. 

A Species of the above- mentioned Turbinatæ, is not 
only defended with Prickles at its Opening, but alſo 
along its four Circumvolutions, ſo that it is very properly 
called Purpura aculeata: The Neapalitans give it the Name 
of Scenciglio Spingſo. res 1, Rs 

Beſides theſe in the Aariatich, are found the Species 
called Facobs-/bells, otherwiſe known by the Names of 
Pectines, Cenites, and Conchites flriate. They are alſo 
Auriti and Striati; one half of the Shell is almoſt 
{mooth and plain, but the other convex : which laſt is 
uſed in Holland and other Places for ſtewing of A 
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The Tubulara „ ſpongia rubra, or the Alcyonium 
Milefcum is in very large Pieces at a confiderable 
Depth in the Sea ; it is of a beautiful Colour reſembling 
red Coral, on which Account ſome Naturaliſts, though 
improperly, confider it as a Species of Coral. This 
Maſs is properly no other than a Congeries of many 
thouſand ſmall Tubes, which ſerve as Habitations for 
a certain Species of little Worms. 

Several Shells are covered with a filamentous Subſtance 
EA darkiſh —_ _ reſembling 2 Hair; 
whence it is alſo Focus capillaris, and uen 
found near an Ell in Length. al * 

The Pile marinæ, lie very numerous along this Shore, 
and ſeem to be only a confuſed Maſs of Filth and Slime. 

Among the ſmaller Kinds of Shells, are found many 
of an extraordinary, and as it were, monſtrous Figure; 
which cannot be ranged among the common Claes, 
and therefore the Italians give it the Name of Capriccio. 


The largeſt Species of Shell-fiſh found on this Coaſt are 


the Pinnæ, or Pernæ, which 3 they have ac- 
= from their reſembling a Gammon of Bacon. The 

utſide of the Shell is of a red Colour, and at its ſharp 
Point commonly grows a Byſus marinus, often five or 
ſix Inches in Length. The Shell itſelf is near two Feet 
long, and on Account of its Figure and Largeneſs might 
be of Service to thoſe Indian Nations who are ſaid to co- 
ver their Houſes with the Shells of Fiſh. 5 

The Sea near Ancona is obſerved to riſe and fall be- 
tween a Foot and a Foot and a Half; but it continually 
decreaſes as the Aariatick approaches nearer its Junction 
with the Mediterranean; on the contrary it increaſes in 
Proportion as the Gulph extends northwards towards the 
City of Venice. | 


The Town of Senegaglia, which derives its Name from 


the Founders of it, the Galli Senones, lies on the Sea - coaſt, 
ſixteen /talian Miles from Ancona; but contains nothing 
very remarkable, | 

The Diſtance between Senegaglia and Fano, is fixteen 


Miles or two Poſts. Some pretend, that the Latter is 


the fineſt Spot in all /taly; but they are certainly mi- 

ſtaken.. Fano has its Name from a Temple, or Fane For- 

tuna, which formerly ſtood here, in | gy ; — 
Whi 
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which the Statue of Fortune is placed on the Foundation 
in the Market - place; it has likewiſe a Place in the Arms 
of the Town. The principle Curioſity here is 4 trium- 
phal Arch of Marble, which after having withſtood the 
njuries of Time, till the 1 Pope Piat, in the 
Year 1458, it was g dy damaged during the Siege of 
the Town by the yer lery. This * Aren 
three Gates, the ſmalleſt on the left Hand, in coming 
from the Town, is now taken down to make Room for 
the Church of St. Michael, and the other has a ſmall 
Houſe built in its Place; fo that the middle Gate is now 
the only one open; nor is there ſo much as the Ox-head 
merly placed over the Gate, left ftandirig ; ſome of 
Inſcriptions are covered by Weeds, and the Others 
 effaced by Time. wa | 
According to Virruviu, this City acquired the Name 


of Sulia Faneftris, from Aupufius, who built the Walls of 


it but was formerly, as Pomponivs Mela ſays, called 


The Cathedral is decorated with fine Paintings, re- 
preſenting the Annunciation, the Lord's Supper, and the 
Maelites gathering Manna, by Qucrcini. Here is alſo a 
Picture of the Aſſumption, by Cararcioli. In the Chapel 
of the Virgin Mary, are the fifteen Myſteries of the Ro- 
fary, painted by Dominichino. 

The Church of St. Peter is likewiſe well worth a 
Stranger's Notice, on Account of its fine Paintings, 
Sculpture and Cupola. On the high Altar, are two 
Angels of white Carara Marble, finely executed. The 
Picture of Chriſt delivering the Keys to Peter, is by 
Guido Rheni. On one Side is the raiſing of Tabitha, per- 
formed by a Flemi/b Artiſt ; and St. Peter's curing the 
lame Man, by Simon: Cantarina, generally called Pe/a- 
reſe. 

e Farelli built in the Market-place of Faro, a bean- 
tful Theatre for Operas and Comedies, and is much 
uſed during the Time of the Carnival. 

The Diſtance between Fans and Peſaro, is eighteen Italian 
Miles. Here is a Fountain, which though it's 7et d Zan, 
is not remarkably high, nor its Ornaments of the moſt 
elegant Taſte, it is of the greateſt Uſe to the Inhabitants. 


In its upper Baſon, which is in the Form of a drinking 
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Glaſs, are ſeveral Sea Goddeſſes, and Sea Horſes, ſpout- 
ing Water out of above thirty different Apertures, 
n — Market- place is the Structure of Pope 
Co in a fitting Attitude, ſupported by a ſquare 
e bi: : e | 
Peſare is a large and well-built City; but its Fortifica- 
tions are of very little Conſequence. 
The Paare Figs are eſteemed the beſt in 7a/y, and 
"7 — belonging 1. 
oggio ate, fo a Villa to : 
Dukes of Lino, is _ on an. Eminence, about an 
Lalian Mile from the Town, It: contains ſome good 
Pieces by Genga ; and has a fine Orangery or Green- 
Houſe belonging to it. All along the Coaſt, as far as 
Peſara, the Country has a delightful Aſpect, but neither 
the Soil nor Road extraordinary; the latter being very 
ſandy, all the laſt Poſt- Stage. ; iet 
From Pęſaro you enter a fine Corn Country, divided 
into ſquare Incloſures, by Rows of Trees interwoven. 
with Vines. The whole Track of Land is in the Terri- 
tories of Urbino, which the Pope, on the Demiſe of the 
laſt: Duke Franciſco Marcia di Rovere, in the Year 1631, 
found Means to get in his Hands. Litre 
About an Zalian Mile from Catholica, being ſeven from 
Pęſaro, the Road croſſes a Canal, by means of a Bridge, 
of one Arch, built of Brick; though in dry Weather 
there is not a Drop of Water under it. ö ny it 
The Village of Cathohea, has its Name from the Or- | 
thodox Biſhops, who retired; to this Place, in the Year — 
35 3, from the Council of Rimini, where they were out- | 
voted by the Ariam. In Commemoration of this re- 
markable Tranſaction, an Inſcription is placed in the 
Wall, not far from the Entrance of the Church. 
Between Catholica and Rimini, a few Italian Miles from | 
the former, are the Ruins of the ancient City of Concha, | 
in the Sea; and at ſome Diſtance on the Left, the Re- | 
publick of St. Marino, who owe their Freedom more to | 
their Poverty, than the Policy of their Rulers. | 
Rimini, or Araminium, was formerly a conſiderable 
City, but now greatly decayed, eſpecially fince the fa- | 
tal Blow it received by an Earthquake in the Year 1671. 
It is, however, till remarkable for ſeveral Pieces of its x 
ancient 
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anGent Splendour. Without the Town, towards Peſaro, 
is a triumphal Arch, the Front of which is decorated 
with two beautiful Corinthian Pillars, and two Buſts, © 

Behind the Capuchin Convent, are ſome Ruins of an 
Amphitheatre ; but by being ſituated in a Garden, and 
therefore not ſo obvious to View, an Index is fixt againk 
the Wall of the Convent, pointing to thoſe Ruins. 

On the Side of the Town, oppofite to Ravenna, near 
a Bridge, which is over the 4Arminum, now called Marce- 
chia, is an Inſeription denoting, that it was either built 
or repaired by Auguſtus and Tiberius. This Bridge is two 
hundred Feet long, and fifteen broad, and conſiſts of 
five Arches. "1 | OTE 4-4 

In the middle Area, before the Council Houſe, is an 

nt Fountain, on which a ſmall Braſs Statue of St. 
Paul is intended to be placed. Not far from this Foun- 
tain, is a Buſt of Pope Paul V. in Braſs. 

The Church of St. Francis was erected in the Year 
1450, by Sigiſnund Pandulfo Malateſia, of the Family 
of Malteſia, many Years Lords of Rimini. Sigiſnund was 
General of the Venetian Forces, againſt the 7 urks, in the 
Morea, two Years ; and having facked the City of Sparta, 
he 4209s. 25 from thence the Bones of Themiſtius, a Philo- 
ſopher of Conflantinople, and one of the beſt Commentators 
on Ariflotle, Theſe Bones he depoſited in a Marble 
Tomb, without the Church. | | 

Near this Tomb, in the Church-yard, are ſix others, con- 
taining the Remains of ſeveral Perſons, eminent for their 
Learning; among which are thoſe of the Civilian Sebaſtian 
Vantius and Robert Valturius, who compoſed twelve Books 
on the Art of War, and dedicated them to the above- 


mentioned Malateſta. 


A Statue of Pandulfus armed, in his accuſtomed Man- 
ner, is placed in the famous Armory of Ambras, in Tyrol, 
by the Archduke Ferdinand, having a Book in his Hand, 
as an Emblem of his Affection to Men of Learning. 
He died in the Year 1468; and on the right Hand, 
within the Church, is a Monument of Marble erected 
to his Memory. | 

Not far from this Monument are fixt ſome Standards 
and a Helmet, with Horns ; but the Diſtich _—_ to 

em 
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them in which he claſſes himſelf among the cornuted, 
is not very proper for a Chriſtian Church. 

Franciſco Sanſovino, ſays, the Diſtich alludes to his un- 
fortunate Marriages ; adding, that if he did wear Horns, 
he knew how to revenge himſelf on the Authors of 
his Diſgrace ; for he poiſoned his two firſt Wives, and 
cauſed the third to be ſtrangled ; notwithſtanding his 
ſecond Wife was the Daughter of Nicolas, Margrave of 
Eſte, and Ferrare, and the laſt the Daughter of Francis 
Sforza Duke of Milan. | 
On both Sides of the Church are ſeveral other Tombs 
of the Malateſta Family. The Roof of the Church is 
not yet finiſhed, the Beams and Rafters only being erected. 

Travellers, who have a Taſte tor Literature, ſhould 
not omit viſiting the ſplendid Library of Count Gaba- 
longa, which, purſuant to a Deed of Truſt, is kept in 
good Order, and ſupplied with all the valuable Books as 
they are publiſhed, The Structure in which the Vo- 
lumes are depoſited, is very elegant, and the Books 
neatly arranged. 

Rimini, was formerly an excellent Harbour, but now 
almoſt choaked with Sand, ſo that the Depth of Water, 
is hardly ſufficient for ſmall Boats. Pandulſo above- 
mentioned, oblerring that the Marble which lined the 
Harbour, could be of no further Uſe there, the Sea hav- 
ing then retired above half a Mile back from its ancient 
Limits, took it away, and built with it the Franciſeax 
Church. At preſent, the Brick Tower, which formerly 
ſerved as a Light-Houſe, is ſurrounded with Gardens. 
They, however, ſtill ſhew the Spot on which St. Autho- 
xy is ſaid to have ſtood when he preached to the Fiſhes. 

A few Italian Miles from Rimini, you paſs a Bridge 
over the River Cſa, which, by Clementivi Giacomo Villani, 
and other learned Men, has been taken for the ancient 
Rubicon. Two Miles on this Side Cesenatico, the Road 
croſſes the River Fiume/ino ; and ſcarce ſixty Paces before 
you croſs the P:/atello, which likewiſe empties itſelf into 
the Fiumeſino. However, ſmall and ſhallow, the Pi/a- 
tela, may appear in dry Weather, it is the ancient Rubi- 
cn, ſo celebrated in Reman Hiſtory, for being the Limit 
which divided the J7ta/zan Provinces from Ciſalpine Gaul. 
Whence the hoſtile Views of Julius Cæſar, on his pal- 
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ſing this River with his Army, could be no longer con- 
eealed. Þ 25d Rena 4s Be 2 

Scipio Claramonti of Ceſena, hath ſhewn in a particu- 
lar Treatiſe, that the Piſateli was the Rubicon of the An- 
cients, and not the La; and the Country People ſtill 
call it Rygon ; but what ſeems to put the Matter beyond 
all Doubt, is an ancient Monument of Stone, dug up on 
the Banks of the Pęſſatello, and, at the Deſire of the In- 
habitants of Caſena, erected by Cardinal Biwarola, late 
Legate of Romagna. This Monument is near Caſona, in 
the Road leading from Rimini, and is commonly called 
la Colonna di Rubicone. : | | 

C:/ena lies at a conſiderable Diſtance on the Left, as 
you go from Rimini to Ravenna. On the oppoſite Side is 
Ce/eneta, which has a fine Harbour, and a commodious 
Canal. Upon the Bridge, on the Rimini Side, are two 
fine Marble Pillars, of the Corinthian Order, and, on one 
of them, the Figure of a Dragon. 0 

About half Way between Ceſanatico and Sawio, lies the 
epiſcopal City of Cervia, which, in the Begining of the 
preſent Century, entirely changed its Situation, having 
formerly ſtood at the Diſtance of half a Mile from the 
Sea. The Inhabitants removed on Account of the Bad- 
neſs of the Air, which 1s here very healthy. This pew 
City has elegant broad Streets, moſtly decorated with 
Piazzas. 5 

It is hardly credible, that ſo ſmall a Diſtance, ſhould 
produce ſuch a remarkable Difference in the Sanity of 
the Air, did not Experience, in many Inſtances, unde- 
niably prove it, eſpecially in hot Climates. 

Without the Gate, is a beautiful and capacious Ca- 
nal, which in June, July, and Auguſt, when the Wea- 
ther is the hotteſt, and little Rain falls, the Water is let 
out into a low Piece of Ground, covered with Ruſhes and 
Weeds, about half a Mile in Length, and in ſome 
Places of the ſame Breadth. Here the Water is totally 
exhauſted by the Heat of the Sun, and the Salt, which 
is afterwards refined, remains on the Ground, to the great 
Profit of the papal Exchequer. The Provinces belong- 
ing to the Pope, on the Appenines, as Urbino, Ferrara, 
Ancona, Bolegna and Remagna, have moſt of their Salt 
from hence. 
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After paſſing Rimini, the Face of the Country is viſi- 
bly changed for the worſe; eſpecially betweea Cervia and 
Ravenna, where the Soil is remarkably barren, the Parts on 
the Sea Coaſt being covered with Sands and the more 
inland Country, full of Moraſſes, Fens, and the like. 

Between three and four Miles on this Side Ravenna, 
the Road lies through a Wood of Pigni: A Tree exact- 
ly reſembling the Pine or rather Fir-Tree, except its 
Top, where it ſpreads into a broad Crown. Its Wood 
is of an aromatick Smell; and its Fruit, called Pigna, 
larger than the Fir-Apple. This Fruit, when laid on 
the Fire, opens ſo that the Kernel may be taken out, 
and is eaten without any further Preparation, or put in- 
to Broth. They drive here a conſiderable Trade with 
this Fruit, and its dried Huſks make a clear and excel- 
lent Fire, and for that Reaſon uſed in Stoves. 

Two Talian Miles before you arrive at Ravenna, lies 
the Monaſtery of La Claſſe, which, in 534, was founded 
in Honour of St. Apollinaris, finiſhed in 548, and in 1721, 
during the Pontificate of Innocent XIII. and Legateſhip of 
Cardinal Corneho Bentivolo repaired ; as appears from an 
Inſcription on the right Hand of the Portico before 
the Church. The Fathers call themſelves Monachi Cla/- 

ſenſes, as alſo Camaldulenſes, When I viſited the Place, 
the Church-Doors ſtood open; but not a Soul was to be 
met with, either in the Church or Convent ; the Monks, 
on Account of unhealthful Air, quitting the Convent, as 
ſoon as the Summer Heats begin, and ſpend that Sea- 
ſon at Ravenna On each Side of the Church are twelve 
very beautiful Pillars of a whitiſh-gray Marble. Here 
are alſo ten large Stone Coffins, containing the Bodies 
of the like Number of Biſhops of Rawenna, ſome of 
whom are called in their Epiſtles Sanctiſſini, and Ter 
Beatiſſimi. Within the Church, over the main Entrance, 
is an Inſcription, from whence we learn, that in 1653, 
the Body of St. Apollinaris was brought hither from Ra- 
venna. On the right Hand, going towards the high 
Altar, is the Print of a Foot on the Wall, within an Iron 
Grate ; ſaid to be left by Gregory tbe Great, who at his 
Entrance, was in an Extacy at the Sanctity of the Place; 
but by the Poſition of the Foot, the Saint ſeems rather 
to have been going out = the Church than entering into 
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it. The Door through which Gregory paſſed into the 
Church, is, at preſent, walled up. 

The high Altar is inſulated, or entirely detached from 
the Wall, conſiſts of yellow Marble, and is deco- 
rated with four beautiful Corinthian Pillars, of a Kind of 
Marble, variegated with white and black Veins. Both 
behind and over the Altar, is an old, but exquiiite Piece 
of  Moſaick, repreſenting ſeveral Saints, with their 
Names inſcribed near them, and equally well executed. 


* 
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Ravenna, FERRARA, FAENZ:zA, und IMoLA, 
| deſcribed. 
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AVENNA, ridiculouſly ſuppoſed to have been 
founded by E/au, was very famous, not only dur- 
ing the flouriſhing State of ancient Rome, but a 


- conſiderable Time afterwards, being the Seat of Exar- 


chate, or the Emperor's Viceroy in {ta/y. But, at preſent, 
it hardly contains fifteen thouſand Inhabitants; a Sum 
ſo diſproportionate to the Number of Convents, of 
which are no leſs than twenty four in the City, that it 
muſt ſenſibly feel the Weight of this uſeleſs Load. The 
City was formerly very 3 but this has in a great 
Meaſure been remedied, by diverting the Rivers Mon- 


tone and Ronco, from their ancient Channels to others 


near the Walls, and by draining the ſtagnating and pu- 
trid Water from the many Fens, formerly in its Neigh- 
bourhood. 


In coming from Rimini, you enter Ravenna, by the 


Porta Pamfili, ſo called from the papal Family of that 
Name, from whence Innocent X. was deſcended. In the 
ſame Manner the Porta Cilo, derives its Name from the 
Cardinal, under whoſe Adminiſtration it was erected. 


Among 
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Among other Antiquities in this City are the Remains 
of the Walls belonging to the Palace of Theoderich, King 
of the Oftrogoths ; the upper Part of it is decorated with 
Pillars, and in the lower Part is a very large Porphyry 
Coffin, in which the Remains of that King were de- 
poſited. It is adorned with Sculptures, repreſenting 
Circles and Lions Heads. This Vaſe, notwithſtanding 
it is ſomething ſmaller than ſome of the ſame Kind ar 
Rome, it is very well worth ſeeing, being eight Feet in 
Length, four in Breadth, and cut out of a ſingle Block. 
The Rotunda is ſituated without the City, on the right 
Hand in paſſing out through the Porta Cibo. It has at 
preſent the Appearance of an old ruined Cupola or 
Chapel; is fixteen common Paces in Diameter, and its 
Pavement, except in the Midſt of Summer, generally 
under Water. It is ſaid to have been built in 526, by 
Amalaſunta, 0: FS: to King 7heodorick. The moſt re- 
markable Part of it is the Roof, in the Form of an in- 
verted Diſh, and conſiſts of one ſingle Stone, which, 
not many Years ago, was ſplit by the Lightning. It is 
as hard as Flint, and ſaid to have been brought hither 
from Egypt. It is four geometrical Feet in Thickneſs, 
one hundred and fourteen in Circumference, and thirty- 
one Feet two Inches in Diameter, according to an Ac- 
count of it, written on Vellum, and kept on the Altar 
of the Chapel. 
It is not eaſy to ſay, in what Manner ſo enormous a 
Maſs, which weighs near one hundred Tons, could have 
been raiſed to the Top of this Structure, eſpecially as 
the modern Machines were then unknown: But, who- 
ever has ſeen the ſtupendous Obeliſks at Rome, will be 
the leſs ſurprized at this. Mien (Tom. i. p. 293.) 
makes the Diameter of this Stone thirty-eight Feer, and 
its Thickneſs fifteen; but he muſt be miſtaken in the 
laſt Article, as it does not exceed four Engliſb Feet, or 
at moſt five. Some pretend that this Stone Roof, like 
that of the Rotunda at Rome, has an Aperture in its 
Center, but this is abſolutely falſe ; and though it be . 
little convex on the Outſide, a Perſon may walk over it 
every Way. | 
Round the Circumference of this Stone, on the Top 
of the Rotunda, were formerly the Statues of the twelve. 
D 3 Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles, their Names being till on the Pedeſtals, which 
project a little Way beyond the Roof. | 

From the above Writing we learn, that the Coffin, 
containing the Remains of T heodorick, was originally placed 
on the Top of this Roof near the Center, but beat down 
in the fifteenth Century by a Cannon Ball. Others, 
however, will have it, that this happened in the fix- 
teenth Century, when the French, under Lewis XII. 
made themſelves Maſters of Ravenna, and committed the 
moſt deteſtable Outrages, both on the eccleſiaſtical and 
civil Structures of the City. Some are of Opinion, that 
the French Soldiers threw down this Sarcophagus without 
the Help of any Cannon. But, be that as it will, it is 
certain that they deſtroyed the Cover of it, which was 
of gilt Corinthian Braſs, and decorated with ſeveral curious 
Baſs-Reliefs. | 

On the right Hand, without the Porta Cibo, are the 
Remains of the Towers of the old Caſtle. On the 
Left, where the Sea formerly waſhed the City Walls (as 
is evident from the Iron Rings ſtil] remaining, and were 
uſed in faſtening Ships) are at preſent ſeveral Fields well 
cultivated, Ravenna now lying three 1talian Miles from 
the Sea. As Miſenum was the ancient Port for the Ro- 
man, Fleet in the Mediterranean, to intimidate the Inhabi- 
tants of Gaul, Spain, Mauritania, Africa, Egypt, Sardinia, 
and Sicily, fo the Harbour of Ravenna was uſed to awe 
the Provinces of Epirus, Macedonia, Achaia, Propontis, 
Pontus, Crete, and Cyprus, as is evident from Vegetius, 
Lib. iv. and Suetonius in the Life of Auguſtus. Probably 
the Country about the Convent of La Claſſe derives its 
Name from the Claffiarii or Marines, who uſed to en- 
camp here. Srabo deſcribes Ravenna as a City erected 
on Piles, amidit Morafſes and Shallows, and ſubje& to 
frequent Inundations ; adding, that it had ſeveral Bridges, 
and that the Inhabitants often uſed Boats in paſſing from 
one Part of the City to another. But, ſince Strabo's 
Time, the Alterations are almoſt incredible: For it is 
evident, both from its Walls and other Remains of An- 
tiquity, that the City now occupies the very ſame Spot 
it did formerly. 
Nor is this Alteration of modern Date; for Jornandes, 
who lived about the Middle of the ſixteenth Century, 
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relates, that in his Time the Harbour was turned into. 
fruitful Gardens. 

The ancient Pharos, or Light-houſe, now in a ruinous 
Condition, ſtands near a Mile and a Half from the City, 
and is not at preſent of the leaſt Service. This Pharos 
muſt not be confounded with the Watch-Tower within 
the Walls of the City, near the Palazzo di Spretti, and 
is a quadrangular Structure, not entirely perpendicular, 
but leaning a little to one Side. When any Pirates ap- 
pear on the Coaſt, Veſſels are 9 of the Danger by 
Lamps, or a Fire made in this Tower. 

The large Market- place of the City is adorned with 
two lofty Pillars of Granate, on which, at preſent, are 
the Statues of St. Vidtor and St. Apollinaris; but for- 
merly, when this Place was under the Dominion of the 
Venetians, theſe Pillars ſupported the Arms and Tutelar 
Saints of that Republick. | 

In this Area is alſo erected a Braſs Statue of Pope 
Alexander VII. fitting, the uſual Attitude of the Vicar 
of Chrift in all public Monuments. Behind him is a 
monumental Inſcription on the Wall of a Houſe, teſti- 
fying the Citizens Gratitude to the Bleſſed Virgin, or 
averting from them the Plague in 1631, when it raged 
in every Part of the Neighbourhood. 

Further on, under ſome Arches in the Market-place, 
are eight ſmall Gates of Braſs, ſaid to have been the 
Gates of the City of Pavia, and to have been taken 
away by the Inhabitants of Ravenna, and piaced here 
as Monuments of their Bravery. The common People 
believe that theſe Gates came originally from the Holy- 
Land, and are the ſame which Sampſon carried away from 
Gaza. If this be true, Sampſen could not be greatly 
incommoded with his Load. | 

In the Council-Houſe are ſeveral Inſcriptions in Ho- 
nour of the Pope's Legates who reſided as Governors 
here. The uſual Term theſe Vicegerents preſide. here,. 
is only three Years; and if any one continues after the 
Expiration of that Time, he mult have a new Com- 
miſſion, | | 

On a Fountain in the Area, before the papal Palace, 
is an ancient Statue of Hercules, bearing on his Shoulders 
a concave Hemiſphere, which ſerves for a Sun-Dial; 
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and for this Reaſon is called Hercules Aftrologus, or Ha- 
rarius. Such as believe with Vetus, de id;/atria, that the 
Sun was worſhipped under the Name of Hercules, may 
eaſily conceive how this Hero came to be choſen for the 
— — of a Sun-Dial. The Club on which he leans 
diſtinguiſhes him from Atlas, for whom he might other- 
wile be readily taken. 
In the Area before the Cathedral, is a Statue of the 
Virgin Mary, erected on a Pillar in the Year 1659, in 
Gratitude for her preſerving the City more than once 
from the Plague. The principal Door of the Church is 
of rough Boards, put together without the leaſt Orna- 
ment; but what is ſtill more remarkable, is, that they 
were ſawn out of Vines, though ſome of them are 
twelve Feet long and two Spans broad. In the Cathe- 
dral are fifty-two large Marble Pillars, erected in four 
Rows. The Choir is decorated with ſeveral Pieces of 
antique Moſaic; and in the Chapel of the holy Sa- 
crament is a Picture which repreſents the gathering of 
Manna in the Wilderneſs, together with ſome other 
Pieces, by Guido Rheni. | 
In the 7 heatine Church is ſhewn, the Window through 
which they pretend the Holy Ghoſt entered twelve 
ſeveral Times in the Shape of a Dove, after the Death- 
of St. Apollinaris, at the Election of his Succeſſors to the 
Biſhoprick, and ſettled upon thoſe who were to be 
choſen into this Office. The Bench en which St. Sewe- 
rus uſed to kneel,” together with his Pulpit of white. 


Marble, are kept here with the greateſt Veneration. 


The Church of St. Apollinaris merits Obſervation, 
for its Elegance and Beauty. Each Side of the Roof is 
ſupported by twelve Marble Pillars, and on the Cieling 
1s repreſented in old, but beautiful Moſaic, the Adora- 
tion of the three eaſtern Magi; together with ſeveral 
Saints, whoſe Names are inferibed over them. In the 
Center is the Head of Ju/tinian; and, from the great 
Quantity of Silver and Gold which glitter in this Mo- 
ſaic, the Church is commonly called z/ Ciele d Oro, the 
22 Cieling. Cardinal Ragio, who died in 1687, 

as here a coſtly Monument of white and black Marble, 
decorated with elegant Statues. The high Altar, which 
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is inſulated, is of Marble, and decorated with beautiful 
Pieces of Sculpture. _ Wy 
The Chapel of St. Anthony has excellent Marble 
Statues, and the Altar is ornamented with Pillars of 
black Marble. Near the Entrance are two Pillars of 
yellow Alabaſter, and on that Account are very re- 
markable. The Altar of the Capella delle Reliquie, is em- 
belliſhed with four elegant Pillars of red Porphyry. 
The other Altars in this Church are alſo of Marble, and 
decorated with ſeveral curious Pieces of Painting. The 
greateſt Veneration is here paid to the Body of St. Apol- 
linaris; and near his Coffin are three Silver Plates, on 
which a long Account of his Life and Martyrdom is en- 
graved. On the Cieling, near the Entrance of the 
Church, is a Repreſentation of T headorick's Palace; and, 
oppoſite to it, the old Harbour of Ravenna, both in- 
Moſaic. 

Near the Door of the Convent is the Marble Monu- 
ment of one //aac, an Exarch of Ravenna, with a Greek 
Inſeription, | 

This Convent, which belongs to the Benedictines, has 
an annual Revenue of above thirteen thouſand Crowns. 

The Pavement of the Church of St. Vitalis, is very 
elegant; and the Moſaic in the Choir, which Ciampini 

has repreſented on a Copper-Plate in his Treatiſe, en- 
titled, De Operibus Muſiwis, is remarkably curious. The 
Subject ſeems to be the Conſecration of the Church; for 
on one Side are the Emperor Juſtinian, the Archbiſhop 
Maximilian, and ſeveral Attendants; and on the other, 
the Empreſs Theodora, with her Retinue. The Cieling 
of the Church is painted in Freſco. On the high Altar 

are four beautiful Pillars of Marble, which juſtly merit 
Attention; and on the Pavement is ſhewn, the Spot 
where St. Ur/icinus was beheaded. Adjacent to it are 
ſeveral fine Paintings; among which, one by Frederico 
Boracio, a Painter of Ravenna, repreſents the Martyrdom 
of St. Vitalis. It was done in the Year 1583, and is 
particularly admired fer the Figure of a Woman ſuckling 
her Infant. 

The Chapel of St. Urficinus is called Sanfa Sanctorum, 
into which, on Account of the ſingular Sanctity of the 
Place, no Woman 1s permitted to enter, 
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On the Altar della Madonna, are three beautiful Sta- 
tues of white Marble, repreſenting the Holy Virgin be- 
tween two Angels. Over another Altar, which is alſo 
of white Marble, is a Peta betwixt two Angels, copied 
from an Original in the Church of St. Juſtina at Padua. 
The Altar of St. Vitalis is alſo decorated with curious 
Pieces of Sculpture in white Marble : Behind it is ſhewn 
the Well, into which the Body of this Saint was thrown. 
Near the Choir are two Baſs-Reliefs, oppoſite to each 
other, repreſenting Eſculapius under the Figure of a 


Dragon. | | 

3 the Entrance of the Church is a Baſs- Relief, 
repreſenting four Perſons in Roman Habits, to whom five 
others are bringing an Ox. No Idol is ſeen, though 
probably intended to repreſent a Sacrifice. It is ob- 
ſerved, that among the Figures leading the Ox, that at 
the greateſt Diſtance, contrary to the Rules of Perſpee- 
tive, is much the largeſt. r 

In the Garden belonging to the Convent of St. Vitalis, 
is a Chapel dedicated to St. Cz//us and St. Nazarius, built 
by Galla Placidia, Daughter of Theoagſius the Great, Siſter 
to the Emperors Honorius and Arcadius, and Mother of 
Fealentinian III. This. Chapel, which is paved with 
Marble, is ſaid to have been intended as a Burying- 
Place for that Family ; and accordingly there are here 
three Marble Monuments. | 54 

An Talian Inſcription, contiguous to theſe Monu- 
ments, informs us that Placicia lies in the large Sarco- 
phagus of white Marble behind the Altar, her Brother 
Honorius on her right Hand, and her Huſband Conflan- 
tiges, with their Son Yalentinian III. in a Mauſolæum on 
ber Left. 

At one Corner of the Franciſcan Convent, in the pub- 
lick Street, is the Monument, with a Buſto, of the cele- 
brated Florentine Poet, Dante Alighieri. Over it is a Cover 
to defend it from the Rains, and before it Iron Rails. 
The Work was performed by Pietro Lombardi. | 

Mien and others aſcribe the Repairing of this Monu- 
ment to the celebrated Pietro Bembo, but the Inſcription 
and Date ſufficiently ſhow, that this Honour is due to 
ks Father, Bernardo Bembo, a Nobleman of Venice, with 

uch alſo agrees the Teſtimony: of Pocciantius de Script. 
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Florent. p. 45, though this Author is miſtaken in placing 
it in the Year 1433, whereas it ſhoald be 1483. Dante 
was born in 1265, and died in 1321. The Animoſities 
between the Factions of Bianchi and Neri obliged him to 
quit Florence, his native Country; for the former Party, 
with which Dante ſided, was defeated and driven out of 
the City. His proper Name was Durante, which, in his 
Infancy was contracted into Dante, the Name by which 
he ever afterwards was known. Vincent Buonanni ſays, 
that Alighieri was only his Father's Name, but that his 
true Family Surname was Bella. As the poetical Genius 
of — was greatly enlivened by his Paſſion for 
Laura, ſo that of Dante appeared very early in paſſionate 
Addreſſes to his beloved Objects. Beatrix Portinaria, 
and Gentucca, are the two Charmers whoſe Names he has 
rendered immortal; and, in a particular Poem, Dante in- 
troduces Divinity under the Name of his beloved Be- 
atrix, then lately deceaſed. His Book, de Manarchia, 
in which he defends the Power of the Emperor in tem- 
poral Affairs, againſt the Uſurpations of the Pope, ſo 
influenced the Roman Pontiff, that he was declared a 
Heretick. 

Three Talian Miles from Ravenna, on the Road to 
Forli, and near the River Rouco, is the Spot on which the 
French, in 1512, obtained a ſignal Victory over the papal 
and Spanih Armies; butwith the Ldſs of their great General 
Gaſton de Foix, Duke de Nemours. This Nobleman, who 
was then only twenty-four Years of Age, though he had 

iven ſeveral Preofs of his Valour and Conduct, loſt 
bis Life in the Purſuit of the Enemy; a Diſaſter which 
greatly damped the Joy of the French Army. In Me- 
mory of this Battle, Pietro Donato Cafe, Biſhop of Narni, 
and Governor of this Province under Paul III. erected 
here a quadrangular Pillar, on which are engraven an 
Account of the whole Tranſaction. 3 

From Ravenna to Bologna is five Stages, and the Road 
lies through Faenza, Imola, and St. Nicola. Part of this 
Road, elpecially in wet Weather, is very dangerous, 
running along the Banks of the River L' 4morni; but 
when you are paſſed this, you enter a moſt beautiful 
Road, extending through pleaſant Groves, Walks, and 
elegant Vineyards. The 7 though remarkably 4 
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ful, is more clayey, and not fo black and rich as that 
in the ſouthern Parts of Lay. 

Faenxa is famous over all Ttaly for its fine — | 
Ware, no other Part affording Clay equal in Goodneſs 
to this. The Name Majolica, given to this Ware, was 
a Compliment to the Inventor of it. 

The Palace or Council-Houſe, the Fountain in the 
Market-place, and the Cathedral, which is decorated 
with ſeveral good Baſs-Reliefs, and fix beautiful Statues 
in the Capela di S. Pietro, are the principal Objects that 
merit Attention at Faenxa. 

Imola, the forum Cornelii of the Ancients, 1s ſituated 
on the Vi ia Emilia, which leads from Bologna to Rimini, 
but affords nothing worth ſeeing, except the Cathedral ; 
in which is an elegant Monument of Cardinal Gracadias, 
who died in the Year 1728, and three Sarcophagi of white 
Marble. The latter are depoſited in a ſubterraneous 
Chapel, in which are kept ſeveral Relicks. _ 


; J am, Sir, &c. 
Bologna, April 16, 1730. 


LETTER LXV. 
Deſcription of the City of BOL OG NA. 


'S1R, 

OLOGNA, with regard to its Extent, the Number 
B of its Nobility and other Inhabitants, and the Im- 

portance of its Trade, is doubtleſs next to Rome, 
the moſt opulent and beautiful City in the Eccleſiaſtical 
State. It is about five or fix /ta/an Miles in Circumfe- 
rence, of along Form, and ſeems to reſemble a Ship, the 
Tower of Afnelli being the Maſt. The Number of its 
Inhabitants amount to — eighty and ninety thou- 
ſand; but the whole Diſtrict, which includes three hun- 
dred and eight Cities, Towns, and Villages, * 
three 
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three hundred and eight thouſand' Souls. Its ancient 
Name was Felſina, from Felſinus a Tuſcan King, who is 
ſuppoſed to have built it twenty-five Years before the 
Foundation of Rome. The Name of Bononia is by ſome 
derived from Bono, a Succeſſor of Feſſinus; but others 
ſay it comes from the Boi. This City, for a long Series 
of Years, enjoyed a Kind of Liberty under the Protection 
of the Emperors of Germany, till the Year 1748, when 
it became ſubject to Pope Nicolas III. but inteſtine Com- 
motions and Wars with the neighbouring Republics, oc- 
caſioned it to remain in a fluctuating State, till the Pon. 
tificate of Julius II. who taking the Advantage of the 
Venetian Wars, made himſelf abſolute Maſter of it, and 
annexed it to the papal Dominions, expelling the Fa- 
mily of the Bentivog/zos, at that Time the moſt leading 
Men in the City. But by voluntary Submiſſion of the 
Inhabitants, it was ſtipulated that the Bo/ogne/e ſhould 
have the Privilege of keeping a Nuncio at the Court of 
Rome, and an Auditor in the Reta; that no Citadel ſhould 
be built, and the Effects of the Citizens not liable to 
Confiſcation, on any Pretence whatſoever. This Com- 
pact has hitherto been punctually obſerved. Ecclefiaſtical 
Affairs are decided by the Archbithop, and the civil by 
a Cardinal, under the Title of Legatus a latere, aſſiſted 
by a Prelate as Vice-Legate, who 1s either changed or 
confirmed every three Years. The Preſident of the 
Council, which conſiſts of fifty Senators, is the Gonfa- 
loniere, who alſo prefides over the Police and Revenue. 

The Inhabitants are reckoned very facetious, and fa- 
mous for their ſatirical Raillery : Notwithſtanding which, 
they behave with the utmoſt Politeneſs to Strangers, and 
appear to be excellent Mechanics, and very induſtrious. 
The great Quantity and valuable Quality of their Silk, 
is productive of a large Trade; and the ſmall River 
Reno, a Branch of which runs through the City, is very 
convenient for the Silk Mills, in which a ſingle Wheel 
turns four or five thouſand ſmall Cylinders with ſur- 
prizing Velocity; and, if the Silk be good and ſtrong, 
does more Work than ſo many thouſand Hands, in 
winding or ſpinning it. The Motion of this Wheel is 
ſo conſtructed, as to be eaſily ſtopped, when the whole 
Machine ſtands ftill. This is the Caſe of the Silk Mill 

at 
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at Utrecht; where, by lifting up a Weight of a ſingſe 
Pound only, that hangs in the Water, the whole Machine 
is immediately ſtopped. . | 
The Damaſks, Sattins, Taffaties, and Velvets of Bo- 
„ are in great Repute. The Inhabitants likewiſe 
deal largely in Hemp and Flax, great Quantities of the 
footer: being exported to Venice for Sails and Cordage, 
The Wine and Oil produced in this Neighbourhood, 
ſupplies the adjacent 9 and the Wine from the 
Vineyards of Bolagna is ſo ſtrong, that it is generally 
diluted with one fourth Part of Water, except that ap- 
| apa for the Sacrament, which is genuine, and may 
urchaſed at the Convents. 
he great Cy of Walnut-Trees, with which the 
Country abounds, affords the Inhabitants an Opportu- 
nity of making very beautiful Works in that Wood. 
The Quinces which grow here are remarkably large, 
and of ſo fine a Flavour, that they are preſerved and 
- exported in large Quantities. Bolagna is likewiſe famous 
for ſeveral fine Eſſences, Agua Vitæ, Soap and Snuff; 
but more particularly for its Theriaca, which is, with 
_ Solemnity, openly prepared at the publick Ela- 
tory. They alſo compound here another Alexi- 
fharmic, called Elettuario di Martino, which is highly 
eſteemed as an Antidote againſt the Effects of Potſon. 
Near the River Setta is found Rock Cryſtal, of which 
| = make, at Bologna, Snuff-Boxes, Luſters, and other 
oys. | | 

The Nuns of this City are very ingenious in makin 
artificial Flowers, of Silver, Silk, Muſlin, Enamel as 
Ifinglaſs. The fineſt Flowers are indeed, at firſt intend- 
ed only for Preſents, but there are Abundance of them 
in the Shops, where Strangers may purchaſe them at a 
very reaſonable Price. They alſo imitate all Kinds of 
Fruit, ſo exactly in Wax, that the moſt curious 
Eye can hardly diſtinguiſh them from the Products of 
Nature. 

Formerly the little Dogs of Bologna Breed, were a ve- 
ry conſiderable Advantage to that City; but at preſent, 
that Foible is ſo far exploded, that even at Bologna itſelf, 
the Breed is ſo ſcarce, that one of tolerable Beauty is va- 


'ued at four or five Guineas, Some pretend that the 
| Method 
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Method for checking the Growth of theſe Animals, is to 
rub their Legs, and the Spine of their Backs with Spirits 
of Wine, as ſoon as they are whelpt, and frequently re- 
peating the Operations. 3 
The Country round Bologna produces vaſt Quantities of 
Honey and Wax, great Part of which is exported, and 
all Kind of Proviſions. are in great Plenty and exceed- 
ing od. Here are the beſt Inns in the whole Tour 
of ltaly, eſpecially the St. Marco and il Pelegrino. 
Fowls of all Kinds are very large, and their Fleſh delici- 
ous. The Bologna Cervallat and other Kinds of Sauſages, 
and dry'd Tongues are famous not only throughout EA- 
rope, but often ſent to the Eaft and Vet- Indies. | 
The Bologneſe affirm that their Cheeſe is equal in good- 
neſs to that of Parma, and that great Quantities of it are 
ſold under the Appellation of Parmeſan Cheeſe. The 
ſmall Branch of the Reno that runs through the City 
has been improved to the greateſt Advantage; a Canal 
of Communication having been cut from the Lake of 
Valla di Marura, from whence they ſend their Goods to 
Ferrara, and other Places fituated on the Po. | 

The Ladies of Bologna, eſpecially thoſe of Rank, dreſs 
entirely after the French Mode ; but thoſe of the middle 
Claſs, generally wear a black Gown, and over their 
Heads a filk Veil of the ſame Colour; but generally en- 
Joy more Liberty than in any other Part of Italy. The 
Number of blind People in this City is remarkable ; but . 
I have never been able to procure any ſatisfactory Account 
of the Cauſe. Numbers of People alſo are ſeen walking 
the Streets with Spectacles on, who are ſo far from la- 
bouring under any Defect of Sight, that their Eyes wan- 
der about without ſo much as looking through the Glaſſes, 
This is a Spaniſb Cuſtom, and ſuppoſed to indicate a re- 
markable Gravity; and hence ſeveral Ecclefiaſtics affect it. 

The principal Part of the Houſes in this City have a 
Kind of Piazza, or Portico before them, which greatly 
leſſen the Beauty of their Fronts. 

The Tower degli Aſinelli is falſely ſaid to be the higheſt 
in all 7aly; the Cupola of St. Peter's at Rome, far exceeding 
it. The Height of this Tower is three hundred and ſeventy 
one Feet, and is aſcended by four hundred and ſixty four 
Steps; of which four hundred and forty nine reach up to 
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the Gallery, and fourteen more to the very Top, where 
the Bells hang. Some Travellers have pretended that 
on the Top is fixt an Iron Baſket gilt, as a Terror to 
Confeſſors, who divulge the Secrets of their. Penitents ; 
and it is added, that a Confeſſor periſhed in this Baſket 
for the ſaid Crime. But this is abſolutely falſe, there 
being no ſuch Baſket there. The Tower is ſquare, and 
the Stairs by which you aſcend to the Top of it, only 
Wood. It derives its Name from Gerardo Aſinelli, who 
in the Year 1109, built it at his own Expence. Not far 
from this Tower, is another of a an gala, Form 
called Gariſenda, which ſome derive from the Perſon who. 
built it, in order to emulate Gerardo Aſinelli; but Others 
from the Name of the Architect. Its Height is at pre- 
ſent reduced to a hundred and thirty Feet, the Foundation 
having ſome Time Since given Way, and Part of it either 
fell, or was taken down. The Inclination of this Tower 
is ſo remarkable on one Side, that a Plumb-line from. 
the Top, falls ſeven Feet from the Wall at the Bottom. 
It is ridiculous to pretend, that this Tower was purpoſe- 
ly built in this inclining Poſition, as it would have been 
the very Height of Folly to have expended ſo much Mo- 
ney, merely to ſhow that it was poſlible to build a lean- 
ing Tower; For this might be demonſtrated at a much. 
eaſier Rate, with the Men of a Draught-board, or a 
thouſand other Ways; and conſequently no great Skill 
is requiſite, to raiſe a Structure of this Kind. But this 
is not the only leaning Tower in /za/y, the like may be 
ſeen at Piſa, Ravenna, Mantua, and at the Church of 
St. Maria Zobenica, in Venice. 

The Top of the Tower of Gariſenda is quite covered, 
and the City Council who keep the Keys, ſeldom let 
any Perſon into it; a- ſufficient Indication that they 
have no great Confidence in the Strength of this pretended 
Maſter-piece of Architecture. Both in this Tower, and 
alſo in that of Aſinelli, are Holes on all Sides, between 
ſix and ſeven Feet above one another, in order to fix the 
Scaffolding for the neceſſary Repairs. 

The Palace where the Legate, Vice-Legate, Gonfaloni-. 
ere, and ſeveral Others reſide, and the ſeveral Offices and 
Courts of Juitice are held, ſtands on the great Market- 

place, and is two hundred and eighteen common Paces 
- in 
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in Length; though the Travels through Italy, publiſhed. 
under the Name of de Seins, makes the Front of this 
Building one thouſand four hundred and twenty Feet ; this, 
is however but a trivial Error, when compared with the. 
many hundred palpable Falſhoods. contained in it. * 

Over the Entrance is a Braſs Statue of Pope Gregory, 
XIII. a Native of Bologna, which weighs eleven thouſand. 
three hundred Pounds. And on the Left, the Statue of 
Pope Boniface VIII. | Fo Ay 

The Interview between the Emperor Charles V. and 
Pope Clement VIII. in 1529, at which that Prince ſubmit- 
ed to be crowned by his Holineſs, is here commemorat- 
ed in a long Inſcription on a Copper Plate. N 

The Inſcription ſays that Charles V. paid the Pope the 
uſual Veneration, before the Gate of the Cathedral, 
without ſpecifying what that Ceremony was. According 
to Jovius, Maſenius and Frundſberg's Hiſtory, the Empe- 
ror kiſſed the Pope's Foot, but Burnet in his Hiſtory of 
the Reformation, Book II, p. go, ſays, that the Pope whom 
the Reformation already begun in Germany, had probably 
rendered more polite, drew back his Foot, and inſtead 
of that Ceremony embraced the Emperor. Jovius him- 
ſelf ſays, that aſter the Coronation was performed, the 
Pope had the Diſcretion not to ſuffer Charles V. to hold 
his Stirrup, which probable was not the Emperor's Inten- 
tion, having brought a powerful Army with him, and al- 
ready ſhewn Pope Clement VII that his filial Obedience 
to his Holineſs, knew .its proper Bounds, when any un- 
becoming Condeſcenſions were required of him. 

Nothing is more arrogant, than the Homage the Servi 
Servorum, as they ſtile themſelves, expected ſhould” be 
paid them by the Roman Emperors, in holding their Stir- 
rup as if they were Grooms to the holy See, 8 

Princes might indeed at firſt, partly out of Complai- 
ſance, and partly out of a religious Zeal, have been led 
to perform an Office much beneath them; but it was not 
long before the Popes claimed it as their undoubted Right. 
It is ſurpriſing to find, that the Emperor Frederick. J after 
the obſtinate Refuſal of the Princes and great Men at- 
tending him, ſhould ſo greatly demean Fimfelf, as in 
Conformity to this old Cuſtom, to hold the Stirrup of 
Pope Adrian IV. Before the Emperor could be brought 
| | to 
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to perform this abje& Office, the Pope ſuffered him to 
kiſs his Foot, but refuſed him the O/culum Pacis, © the 
«© Kiſs of Peace.” After that Time, the like Demands, 
with further Encroachments, were inſerted in the Roman 
Ceremonial, as a ſettled Point; but probably many ſe. 
cular Princes, and even thoſe who moſt zealouſly adhere 
to the See of Rome, will for the future refuſe to conform 
to it, the Reformation having, in many Things, opened 
the Eyes of the Roman Catholick Laity. We are told 
in St. Matthew, Ch. xx. 26. © That whoſoever will be 
, the greateſt among Chriſt's Diſciples, ſhall be the Ser- 
% vant or Miniſter of the Reſt.” And probably the 
Popes had an Eye to this Text when they took upon 
them the Name of Servi Ser worum. But no Yoke whs 
ever more galling than that which theſe Servants have 
laid on the Neck of their Fellow-Servants, where they 
have had but the leaſt Opportunity of impoſing it; for, 
fretexta Cali captant Terras, under the Cloak of being 
« ſolely intent on Heaven, they endeavour to graſp at 
the whole Earth.“ | | 
An Inſcription on the Front of the papal Palace here, 
gives an Account of a Plague with which this City was 
o viſited in 1650, that within it died twenty-three 
thouſand, four hundred and eighty-eight Perſons, and 


in the Diſtrict belonging to it, eighteen thouſand more. 


The entire Ceaſing of it is ſolely attributed to the Power 


of the bleſſed Virgin. 


Among the Apartments ſhewn to Foreigners, is one 
called the Salone q Ercole, in which is a curious Statue of 
Hercules, of an uncommon Magnitude, and made of Terra 
Cotta, by Lombardi. The Salon is ſurrounded with Iron 
Rails. In another ſmaller are Freſco Paintings, repre - 
ſenting the principal Atchievements of the Bolagneſe. 

Over the Salone d Ercole is the Sala Farneſe, ſo called 
from a Marble Statue of Pope Paul III. who was of the 
Farneſe Family, done by Zacharia Zacchia di Volterra. 
The Cieling and Walls were painted by the moſt cele- 
brated Maſters in Bo/ogna, at the Expence of Cardinal 
Farneſe. Among others is a Piece jointly executed by 
Emilio Taraffi and Carlo Cignani, which repreſents Francis 
J. e France, as touching for the Evil at Bologna, 
in the Preſence of Pope Leo X by Virtue of the _ 

culous 
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culous Power of healing, aſſumed by his Predeceſſors 
the Kings of France. With regard to any Miracle per- 
formed by Leo X. Hiſtorians are entirely ſilent. But 
Proteſtants probably exceed the Truth, in ſaying that he 
was a profeſſed Atheiſt. _ | 

Another beautiful Painting in the Sala Farneſe, repre - 
ſents the public Entry of Pope Paul III. into Bologna? 
A Pefſign of the Aquedu&t by which Cardinal A/borno 
has rendered his Name immortal in this City, is repre- 
ſented in this Piece as lying before him. The Corona- 
tion of Charles V. was done by Ludov. Scaramuccia di 
Peruſa. Here'is alſo a Portrait of the Virgin Mary, ſaid 
to be executed by St. Luke. The Aldrovandi Muſeum, 
which is kept here with ſuch Care, that it is not permit- 
ted to be opened but in the Preſence of a Senator, con- 
fiſts, among other Curioſities, of one hundred and 
rr Folios, and above two hundred Bags full 
of ſingle Leaves, all written by the Hand of that emi- 
nent Author. They alſo ſhew here a Portrait of a Wo- 
man with a Beard, like that of a Capuchin Monk, and 
whom Aldrovandus affirms to have ſeen himſelf. To this 
Collection has been added the Cabinet of the Marquis 
of Coſpi, which contains, in particular, a great Variety 
of Medals; and over the Doors are the Buſts of ſeveral 
Popes, particularly thoſe of Urban VIII. and Innocent X. 

The military Stores and Artillery, together with Arms 
for ſix thouſand Men, are alſo depoſited in this Palace, 
The Phyfick Garden in the Court is but ſmall, and con- 
tains nothing material. The Area before the Palace is 
one hundred and ſeventy Feet in Length, and three 
hundred Feet in Breadth. The Fountain in the Area, 
together with the ſubterraneous leaden Pipes, and Aque- 
ducts, are ſaid to have coſt ſeventy golden Crowns, and 
adds a great Luſtre to the Place. The Statues of Braſs 

erected here, are done by Giovanni di Bologna, and the 
reſt by Antonio Lupi; but the Diſpoſition of the whole 
Work was deſigned by Lauretti. The Statue of Neptane, 
on the Top, is eleven Feet high. Within the Baſon are 
ſeveral Dolphins ſpouting Water, and four Women, from 
whoſe Breaſts iſſue twelve Streams of Water ; but are too 


minute for ſuch large Figures; the only Blemiſh in this 
ſtately Structure. Th 
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The Mint has nothing worth Obſervation. This City 
obtained, from the Emperor Henry V. in the Year 1291, 
the Priviledge of Coining. | 

A Lover of Painting will be very agreeably amuſed in 
viewing the private Palaces of this City. | 

The Palazzo Bonfiglhiohi, beſides ſeveral Pieces of fine 
Paintings of Caracci, is adorned with about fifty Deſigns 
or Drawings; among which are the Maſſacre of the 
Innocents by Raphael, and the Entry of Veturiæ into the 
N of Coriolanus, by Baptiflo Franco, All theſe Pieces 
are e egantly framed and glazed, with Plate Glaſs, which 
preſerves them from Duſt, and the Touches of the Spec- 
tators ; and at the ſame Time is a conſiderable Addition 
to their Beauty. be 

The Palazzo d"Campaggi, is built of Free-ſtone, of a 
Diamond Cut, and was once the Reſidence of the Em- 
peror Charles V. Here alſo, in the Time of Julius III. 
and Paul III. the Prelates and Biſhops appointed to aſſiſt 
at the Council of Trent, held their Meetings in the Year 
1547, the Unwholſomeneſs of the Air having obliged 
them to abandon Trent. In the Garden is a Lion of 
white Marble, formerly erected by the Venetians at Ra- 
venna; but when that City fell under the papal Yoke, 
it was removed hither. | 

The ſpacious Palace which formerly the Family of the 
Bentivoglios had at Bologna, was, upon their Expulſion 
out of the City in the Year 1507, totally demoliſhed, 
and levelled with the Ground. They have, however, 
_ built a very elegant Fabrick in another Part of the 

-lty. 

But the Palace that principally deſerves the Attention 
of a Traveller, is that of Caprara; where he muſt ad- 
mire the double Stair-Caſe, the elegant and large Look- 
ing-Glaſſes, as few are met with of their Beauty and 
Size in Ialian Palaces ; but theſe are not ſo grand as the 
Tapeſtry Hangings, and the rich Furniture, which are 
truly admirable. Here are alſo ſeveral Coffers or Caſkets, 
of inlaid Florentine Work, one with raiſed Work of 
Mother of Pearl, another with fx large, and as many, 
ſmall Pillars of Rock Cryſtal, ſeveral curious Works in 
Wood and Wax, and a Braſs Buſt of General Caprara, 
ſupported by a Tur on a Pedeſtal of red Porphyry. 2 
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the four Corners of the ſplendid Gallery are Cabinets, 
- containing Shells and other teſtaceous marine Produc- 
tions. The Sides are embelliſhed with four large Tables, 

furniſhed with Turk;/4 Utenfils, Belts, Coin, and Furni- 
ture. Here are alſo the Cabinets of Ragozzz and Teckelt ; 

two Swords ſet with Diamonds, preſented to General 

Caprara, one by the Emperor Leopold, and the other by 

Auguſtus, King of Poland; the golden Fleece and other 
- Curioſities, in Glaſs Caſes, adorned on the Top with 
little Braſs Statues. The Walls are hung with Turk 
- Arms and Weapons, in the Form of Trophies. This 
- Gallery has likewiſe ſome fine Paintings; among which 
is the Death of Bragandini, who was flead by the Tark, 
painted on Wood ; ſome large chryſtal Chandeliers; two 
fine ivlaid Tables of Florentine Work, and ſeveral large 
Veſſels of Silver. The laſt male Heir of the Caprara 
Family died in the Year 1724, and his Daughter, on her 
Marriage with a Gentleman of the Name of Montecuculi, 
- inſiſted that he ſhould take the Name of Caprara, which 
he agreed to rather than loſe her Fortune of eighty 
2 Crowns a Year. The Caprara Family is not, 
however, the richeſt in Bologna; for thoſe of the Mag- 
nani, Pepoli, and Ranucei, are poſſeſſed of one hundred 
thouſand Crowns per Annum. 

On the Cieling of a Saloon of the Palazzo 4 Favi, 
are the Adventures of Jaſen, in eighteen Compartments, 
painted in Freſco, by the two Brothers Augu/ius and An- 
mbal Caracci, under the Inſpection of their Uncle Lui. 
In another Apartment, painted in Freſco on the Frize, 
twelve Paſſages of the Zneid, by Luigi Caracci, The 
reſt of the Adventures of M neus are painted in ten Pieces 
by Albani, under the Direction of Luigi Caracci. Under 
every Picture is a Latin Verſe out of the Aneid, explain- 
ing the Subject. On the Frize of one Apartment are 
ſeveral Landſcapes in Freſco, by the Chevalier Creti; 
who alſo performed two other Pieces, repreſenting Muſick 
and Painting. Several other Pictures are likewiſe ſeen 
in this Palace, and a Variety of fine Pieces drawn with 

Pen in a moſt exquifite Manner. 7 

On the Wall in the Pa/azzo dlegnam, are ſome im- 
perfect Remains of a Piece of Painting in Praiſe of Pope 
Julius III. by Nicola del Abbate. | _ 
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The Palazzo Magnani, is finely. furniſhed, but the 
Frizes on which the three Caraccis have painted the Ad- 
ventures of Rommlus in Freſco, are the Pieces moſt admir- 
ed. Count Carlo Ceſara Malvaſia, in his Felcina Pittrice, 
and other Connoiſſeurs, give the Preference to the Piece 
repreſenting Romnlus's Victory over Numitor's Shepherds, 
which was done by Auguſlino Caracci. But it is a great 
Diſadvantage to all theſe Maſter- pieces, that the Beauty 
of their Colouring is faded, and on that Account, have 
not the good Effect as the noble Works of theſe Artiſts 
in the Farneſian Palace at Rome, The Palace of Mare/- 
cotti is adorned with ſeveral fine Pieces of Painting, and 
à very ſuperb double Stair- caſe. 

The Palazzo de Molari, exhibits a good Collection of 
Paintings ; but is chiefly remarkable for a meridian Line 
drawn in the Gallery by. Montanari. 

The Palazzo de Monti, ſhews the Genius of the Lalian 
Nobility for decorating their Palaces with Collections of 
Paintings and other Curioſities ; often abridging them- 
ſelves of a great many of the Conveniencies of Life, to 
be poſſeſſed of ſomething to attract the Admiration of 
Others, eſpecially of Foreigners. The firſt Floor of this 
grand Edifice conſiſting of above thirty Apartments, 
which are by far the bel, are never or at leaſt very ſel- 
dom inhabited; and then only for the Reception of ſome 
Perſon of Diſtinction. The general Uſe of them is only 
to diſplay an amazing Collection of Paintings and other 
Curioſities. Beſides the great Number of Pieces by Al- 
bam, and the Caraccis, here is a Gallery painted by young 
gnani, together with a large Piece repreſenting the rail- 
ing the Siege of Turin, by Antonio Caſa, In another 
Apartment s the Picture of a Woman aſleep with a wan- 
ton Boy iaughing whilſt he lets down a Mouſe hanging 
. by a Thread upon her Breaſt. The Mouſe is ſo admi- 
rably done that it is hardly to be diſtinguiſhed from real 
Life. This Palace is well furuiſhed and the Apartments 
| lofty and magnificent. | | | 

The Palnzzo di Pepoli is a ſtately Edifice, has a fine 
Stair-caſe, and a neat Hall; fine Tapeſtry, large Look- 
ing Glaſſes, and other rich Furniture, There is a ſmall 
Silver triumphal Car, with two Ladies fitting in it, ſeem- 
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ingly drawn by two Lions; but is moved by . 
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Tho beſt Painting in this Palace, are the Pieces on the 
ieling. | 

1 1 Palace of Ranucci, is alſo built in a Grand Tafte 
with a fine Stair-caſe, ſpacious lofty Rooms, fine Tapeſ- 
try, made at the Gobelins at Paris, and ſeveral Cabi- 
nets filled with fine Florentine Work, Silver Vaſſes, and 
other Furniture, particularly a Clock of raiſed Inlaid- 
Work of Gems, on a Ground of Lapis Laxuli. | 

The Height of the Chapel occupies three Stories of 
the Houſe. Among the fine Paintings, in this Palace, 
are a beautiful Piece of PerſpeCtive, by Ago/iino Mitelli; St. 
Jerom, and Fofeph flying from Potipher's Wife, by Guido ; 
the Fall of Haman, by Antonio Gionima, a new Piece, where 
the beautiful Figure of Efher is particularly admired ; 
and the Portraits of the great Dukes of the Medici Fa- 
mily. In the upper Salloon is an indifferent Piece of the 
King of Denmark's Reception at this Palace. Facing 
this is a Painting of the Coronation of the Emperor 
Charles, as performed by the Pope at Bologna in the Year 
I530. 

"The Family of the Ranucci, have alſo a charming Vil- 
la, of which, together with the Dominican Convents, there 
is a fine View from the Monte della Guardia. 

The Palace of Sampieri, exhibits ſeveral fine Pictures 
done by the three Caracci, and one of the beſt Pieces 
that ever was done by by Albani, repreſenting Cupid 
kiſſing his Mother, and with an Air of Triumph, point- 
ing at the Rape of Proſerpine, and near him a Groupe 
of ſportive Cupids joining in a Dance. 

Near the Church of Maaddona de Galicora, Gicropino 
Trewiſtano, has painted in Chiaro Oſcuro, on the Outſide 
of the Wall, of the Palace % Yolo, ſeveral remarkable 
Tranſactions of the Roman Commonwealth ; but now al- 
moſt defaced by Time. In the Apartments are the 
Works of Mitelli, and ſeveral other Painters. Beſides a- 
nother Palace in this City, the Family of the Volata have 
a Seat at Caſaralia, about an Italian Mile from which is 
the well-known enigmatical Epitaph, Alia Lælia Criſ- 
is, which has ſo long exerciſed the Faculties of the 
Learned. | 

The Gardens de Poeti, at Bologna, ſo much extolled 
by ſome, are but meanly laid out, Theſe Gardens _ 

; ew 


. LETTER LXV. 
| _ Name from the Family of Poe, to whom they 
—_— Logs Ye 4 | | 
1 Without the Porta St. Mamala, is a Paſſage through a 
Garden, into a Grotto, ſtanding on an Eminence, where 
is a Statue of Venus, and ſome curious Shell-work on the 
Walls, together with ſeveral Baſons filled with Water, 
for bathing. This Work is commonly looked upon as 
.the Baths made Uſe of by the ancient Roman Emperors. 
But I am rather of Opinion, 'that the main Deſign of it, 
Was to diſcover a good Spring of Water; for ſeveral Paſ- 
"ages are cut in the Rock from the Sides of which great 
Plenty of Water flows, which being, at laſt, collected in 
a deepReſervoir, it is conveyed (by Means of an Aqueduct 
behind the Church 4% Annonxiata, belonging to the minor 
Franciſcans,) to the Jarge Fountain in the Market-place, 
before the Palazzo Publico. The Dropſtone or lapideous 
Icicles ſuſpended from the Bricks with which the above- 
mentioned ſubterraneous Paſſages are lined, exactly re- 
ſemble the Concretions on the Piles in the Piſcina Mira- 
bilis, at Baiæ, and are alſo of ſuch a Hardneſs and Tena- 
City, as not to be ſeparated without damaging the Brick- 
work. In ſome Places they are ſo thick, as to be able 
to bear a Poliſh, and of them a new Altar has been made 
at Bologna. A Torch is requiſite in viewing theſe ſub- 
terraneous Paſſages. 3 
With regard to the eccleſiaſtical Buildings in Bolagna, 
the Church of St. Agneſs, belonging to the Dominican 
Nuns is finely gilt, and adorned with excellent Paint- 
ings; among which the Martyrdom of that Saint over 
the Altar, is reckoned one of Demenichino's beſt Pieces. 
On the high Altar of the Church of St. Antonio, is a 
very fine Piece, which repreſents the Preaching of the old 
Hermits, by Luig. Caracci. And on another Altar is a 
very fine Picture, by Britio, repreſenting the Virgin Ma- 
5, together with her divine Infant ſurrounded by a 
Groupe of Angels, and St. Francis, and St. Charles, in a 
devout Attitude before them. In the Oratory, or ſmall 
Chapel, near the Church, 1s a very fine Piece, repreſent- 
ing the Annunciation of the Virgin, by Jiarini; but 
with this ſtriking Abſurdity in it, that God, the Father, 
appears in Heaven, holding a Dove in both his Hands, 
as if going to let it fly. The Convent near this 1 
cars 
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bears the Name of Collegio di Mantalto, having been con- 
verted from an Hoſpital by Pope Sixtus V. The Library 
is painted in Freſco by G. In the outer Wall of the 
College is a miraculous Image of St. Anthony ; before 
which all the Fleſh of a perjured Perſon, as they pretend, 
was reduced to Aſhes in an Inſtant, Both theſe are 
expoſed to View only on the Feſtival of this Saint. 

efore St. Bartholomew's Church is a Marble Statue 
of St. Petronius, by Brunelli, The Church itſelf is 
divided into three arched Ailes or Naves, the middlemoſt 
of which is remarkably lofty. All the three are very 
beautiful and excellently painted; eſpecially that on the 
South Side, which, together with ſome other Pieces, was 
done, without any Reward, by the celebrated Michael 
Angelo Columna. The high Altar is of fine Marble, de- 


corated with inlaid Figures A Picture of the Annun- 
_ ciation, by Albani, is reckoned an incomparable Piece, in 


which the Virgin's Aſtoniſhment is expreſſed in a very 
ſtriking Manner; but, in my Opinion, not accompanied 
with that Humility, and, as it were, that bluſhing Mo- 
deſty and Baſhfulneſs, which are obſervable in ſome 
other excellent Pieces on the ſame Subject. Here are 
alſo two other Pictures by the ſame Maſter, one of which 
repreſents the Nativity of our Saviour, and the other the 
Flight into Egypt. | 

On the Outſide of the covered Paſſage, facing the 
Street, and conſiſting of ten Arches, are beautiful Baſs- 
Reliefs by Formigini; and, in the ſame Gallery, is the 
Life of St. Gaetano, painted from a Deſign of Cignani. 

In the Veſtry of the Capuchins, one is ſtruck with an 
agreeable Surprize at the Sight of the Crucifixion, an 
admirable Piece, by Guido Rheni. 

The Certoſini, or Carthufians, whoſe Convent is with- 
out the City, are in Poſſeſſion of that celebrated Piece of 
Auguſtine Caracci, in which St. Jerem is repreſented re- 
ceiving the Euchariſt at the Point of Death, and taking 
Leave of his Friends. This Picture ſtands on the high 
Altar; and in the Chapel, on one Side of it, is St. John 
2 in the Wilderneſs, painted by Luigi Caracci, 
who, in this Picture, endeavoured to emulate Auguſtine in 
the Piece mentioned above. The ſame Maſter alſo exe- 
cuted the Picture repreſenting the ſcourging of Chriſt. 

Vol. IV. E Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Sirani has painted a capital Piece of the Baptiſin 
of Griſt; the Feaſt at the Phariſees Houſe, where Mary 
Magdalen anoints our ' Saviour's Feet, is by her Father, 
Giow. Antonio Sirani. St. Bruno, kneeling before the 
holy Virgin, is by Guercino; the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, by 
Bibiena ; the Deſcent from the Croſs, by 6%; St Catha- 
rine of Sienna, by Tiarini; and Chrift led to the Place of 

Execution, placed in the Chapter-Houſe, is by Maſſari. 
The Church of Corpus Domini, belonging to the Nuns 
of St. Clare, has been newly rebuilt, and is very beau- 
tiſul. The Roof is painted by Francęſchino. On the 
right Hand, near the Entrance, is a beautiful Altar, 
adorned with red and white Marble Pillars. Here are 
two fine Pieces by Luigi Caracci, one repreſenting Chris 
deſcendiny into the Limbus Patrum, and the other the In- 
terment of the Virgin Mary. The undecayed Body of 
Catherine de Vigri, a Native of Bologna, and the Foun- 
dreſs of this Convent, who died in the Year 1463, is 
ſerved by the Nuns as a Relick of ſingular Value. 
The Body is ſitting in a Chair, and appears like a dried 
Mummy. With regard to the fragrant Odour emitted by 
this Corps, it may be eaſily effected; but that the Nails 
and Hair are continually growing, and often cut, is what 
out of meer Complaiſance to the fair Nuns, one would 
not chuſe to diſpute. Hiſtorians indeed mention, that 
the Beard of the valiant 'Gzflawus Adolphus grew after he 
had lain in his Grave a conſiderable Time, which may 
be eaſily credited, where the Body is full of Blood and 
Moiſtare ; but whether this is poſſible, in one wholly 
withered and dried up, may be queſtioned, or rather 
aſſerted to be impoſſible. In this Convent is diſtributed 
to devout Perſons, a Kind of holy Water, ſaid to contain 
a particular Virtue, from having been uſed to waſh the 
Body of St. Catherine; as likewiſe the Wool with which 
it is dried. St. Chriſtina della Fundaca belongs to the 
Nuns, and contains a great Number of beautiful Pieces 
of Painting. | | 
The Cathedral is dedicated to St. Peter, and is deco- 
rated with ſeveral Monuments; among which is that of 
Tancred, the celebrated Civilian. On each Side of the 
principal Entrance is a large Lion couchant, of red 
Marble, ſupporting the Baſons for holy Water, 2 the 
| — EI enter 
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Center Arch, near the Trihuna, is a Marble Statue of 
Pope Gregory XV. a Native of Bolagna, with an Eagle at 
his Side, being the Arms of the Ludowifa Family, from 
which he was deſcended. On the Cieling of the Chap- 
ter-Room is a Picture dane by Luigi Caracci, repre- 
ſenting St. Peter on his Knees before the Virgin Mary. 
Here 1s alſo a Piece of the Annunciation by the ſame 
Hand, and was the laſt Piece he ever painted. 'The 
Choir is decorated with ſeveral good Baſs-Reliefs. | 
The Church of the Daminicans is, at preſent, entirely 
altered by Repairs and new Ornaments, begun by the 
late Pope, who was of the Order of St. Dominic, and 
died at Bo/ogne in the Year 1221, and was buried here in 
a large magnificent Chapel. His Monument is of white 
Marble, adorned with fine Baſs-Reliefs, done by Michael 
Angelo. The Altar, adorned with maſly Silver Candlefticks, 
is near the Choir, in which is a beautiful inlaid Work 
of Waod, repreſenting ſeveral ſcriptural Hiſtories ; and 
in the Veſtry a Treaſure of ſeveral Jewels and rich 
Church Furniture, together with the Old Teſtament, ſaid 
to be written by the Hand of Ezra. It is a large Folio, 
incloſed in a Glaſs-Caſe, ſo that only one Side is to be 
ſeen. Here are ſeveral Reliques ſet in Gold, at the Ex- 


pence of the City; and on this Account, the Senate or 


Council keep one of the Keys, ſo that there is no ſeein 
this Place without Permiſſion; and this — 
with ſo much Trouble, that I rather choſe to deprive 
myſelf of the Pleaſure of taking a more exact View of 
this extraordinary Manuſcript: For Montfaucon, in his 
Diarium Italicum, ſays, that it only contains the Penta- 
teuch, and is not of Eæra's Writing, though very an- 
cient ; the Jews, at the Beginning of the fourteenth 
Century, having preſented it to this Convent as a Ma- 
nuſcript of great Antiquity, - 
Henci, King of Sardinia, and Son to the Emperor 
Frederick II. is interred near the Choir. 
In this Church the great Luigi Caracci, and ſeveral 
celebrated Civilians are buried. The Capella del Noſaris 
is always embelliſhed with a great Quantity of Plate, 
purſuant to the Will of the Founder, who ordered that 
thoſe Silver Veſſels and Ornaments ſhould never be re- 
moxed or embezzled on any 1 whatſoever; —_— N 
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for its greater Security, it is guarded in the Night 


by a Man armed, and attended by ſeveral Maſtiffs. 

In the Convent belonging to this Church, are about 
one hundred and forty "4 and on the Walls of the 
Refectory ſeveral Inſcriptions, commemorating the moſt 
remarkable Tranſactions of Pope Pius V. fore the 
Library is a large Hall, divided into three Iſles by two 
Rows of Pillars. The Walls are decprated with Statues 
and Paintings, in Honour of the Deminican Order and 
Pope Pius V. Over the Entrance of the Library is an 


Inſcription, ſignifying that this Collection of Books was 


compleated © under the Providence of God and St. Do- 

& minic.” The Books are very numerous, and judici- 
ouſly arranged. | | | 
In the loweſt Cloiſter of the Convent is a ſmall 
Chapel, ſaid to have been the Apartment in which St. 
Dominic reſigned his Breath, in the Year 1221. In this 
Chapel is a Piece of l which _repreſents an 
Angel going up a Ladder with St. Dominic on his Back ; 
the Angel aſcends the Ladder backwards, that he and 
St. Dominic may not turn their Backs on the Spectators: 
But what is ſtill more abſurd, is, that Chri/t and the 
Virgin Mary are repreſented above, holding the Ladder. 
In to Paſſage leading to the Church, lies the celebrated 
Civilian Socinut, called in his Epitaph, Zozinus. In a 
n Plot behind the Convent, is an old Cypreſs-Tree, 
Lad to have been planted by St. Dominic, and therefore 
equally valued with the Orange-Tree in the Dominican 
Convent at Fendi, affirmed to have been planted by 
Thomas Aquinas, On the Area before the Dominican 
Church, are the Statues of the Virgin and St. Dominic 
in Braſs on two Pillars, between which is a large Stone 
Tomb, ſupported by nine Pillars, and adorned with 
Baſs-Reliefs, repreſenting ſeveral Perſons writing, while 

one dictates to them. 
A continual Emulation is carried on between the Fan- 
ciſcans and Dominicans, eſpecially at Belogna; each ſtriving to 
excel the other in ch and exterior Decorations, in 
order to augment their Revenue and Authority. The 
Dominicans have the Advantage, in the Splendor of their 
Churches; but in Wine-Cellars, the Franci/cans have hi- 
therto exceeded their Antagoniſts. The high Altar of 
the 
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the Franciſcan Church is in the Gothic Taſte. Among 
the Paintings are ſome highly. finiſhed Pieces by Faccini, 
Luigi Caracci, Brizio, Guido, and Tiarini. Pope Alexan- 
der V. ſome old Civilians and Gloſſographers, as Franci- 
cus Accurſius, Otofredus and Romanzo, the Philoſopher Boc- 
caferri, and other celebrated Men in the Republic of 
Letters, are interred here. | | 

On each Side of this Convent are fine arched Galleries 
one of which is one hundred and thirty common Paces 
in Length, and the other two hundred. In the broad 
Street before the Convent is a Pillar, on the Top of 
which ſtands a Braſs Statue of the Virgin Mary on a 
Creſcent. 

In St. Gracomo Maggiore, belonging to the Auguſtine 
Monks, is a Variety of excellent Paintings. 

The Jeſuits Church, which is dedicated to St. Lucia, 
has ſome beautiful Marble Altars; but the Front of it 
is but indifferent (a Defet common to moſt of the 


Churches in Bologna); it alſo falls ſhort of the Magni- 


ficence with which the Jeſuits, in other Places, uſually 
embelliſh their Churches. In a Chapel, near the En- 
trance, is a Picture by Frederico Zuccare, repreſenting the 
Proceſſion appointed by St. Gregory, to ſtop the Ravages 
of the Plague. St. Lucia and St. Agatha, are painted 
over the high Altar, by Procaccino. Cignani and Brizio 
alſo performed ſome of the Paintings. In the College 
is ſhewn, the Chamber or Cell of St. Francis Xavier. 

The Church called 4 buono Gieſu, is of an Oval Fi- 
* and embelliſhed with fine Paintings in Freſco, by 

zanori, a Diſciple of Albani, and others. Here is a fine 
Statue of our Saviour, or an ecce homo, by Brunelli, and 
another of St. Antonio di Padua, on the Altar of the 
Chapel, dedicated to that Saint, by the ſame Artift. 
St. Apollonia in Marble, and St. Bernardine of Terra Cotta, 
are noble Specimens of Pietro Lombards's Talents in Sculp- 
ture. But what deſerves particular Notice, is a Baſs - 
Relief of Chriſt's Circumciſion on the high Altar, by 
the celebrated Brunelli. 

A Lover of Painting ſhould not omit viſiting the 
Church of St. Georgio, as it contains, among ſeveral other 
fine Pieces, the following, which are ww. 5 admirable ; 
the Nativity of Chrift, in Freſco, by Carols Cignani ; the 

E 3 Annunciation, 


err : 

Annunciation, by Luigi Caracci; the Virgin Mary, with 
her divine Infant, by 4znibal Caracci; and the Baptiſm 
of Chrift, by Albani. | 


*% : 
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he Church of St. Giovanni. Battila de Celeftini, is 


finely embelliſhed with elegant Paintings. On the high 
Altar is a Picture of the Virgin, with the Child 7%; 
and on the right Hand is another Portrait of her, ſaid to 
be done by St. Luke, Chriſt appearing to Mary Mag- 
dalen, in the Form of i Gardener, is by Mafar:. 

St. Giovanni in Monte, is famous for an admirable 
Picture of St. Cecilia, by Raphael d Urbino. This Saint, 
Charmed at hearing the Harmony of a Choir of Angels, 
throws all her muſical Inſtruments upon the Ground. 
In this Piece are alſo repreſented St. John, St. Paul, St. 
Mary Magdalen, and St. Auguſtine. Count Malvaſia, in 
his. Lives of the celebrated Painters of Bologna, publiſhed 
in 1678, cenſures, among other Faults, the too great 
Stiffneſs both in this and many of RaphaePs Pieces, ſup- 
porting his Opinion by the Authority of Annibal Ca- 
racci. And though Vincenzo Vittoria, in his Ofervazion 
fopra il libro della Felſina Pittrice, printed at Rome in 1703, 
endeavours to vindicate Raphael from this Imputation, he 
has not ſucceeded to the Satisfaction of impartia 

Judges. This is, however, one of Raphaels beſt Pieces, 
and highly valued. And it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
Diſpoſition of the Piece, and the many beautiful. 
Touches with which it abounds, give it, at a certain 
Diſtance, ſuch a charming Appearance, that the Stiffneſs 
of the Deſign is not obſerved. Vaſari relates, that Fran- 
ceſco Francia, one of the ableſt Painters of his Age, 
Wink very deſirous of an Acquaintance with Raphael, 
whoſe Fame began to ſpread, wrote him a Letter, and 
the Friends of both endeavoured to form an Intimacy 
between them. Raphael accepted the Offer with the ut- 
moſt Civility, and ſent Francia the Picture of St. Cecilia, 
which was intended for a Church in Bologna; at the ſame 
Time requeſting him to correct what Faults he might ob- 
ſerve in it, and afterwards get it placed where it was de- 
ſigned for. Nothing could be more pleaſing to Francia, 
than the particular Confidence re ofed in him by Raphael 
on this Occaſion, and he reſolved to hang up the Piece 
himſelf ; but the longer he viewed it, the more * 
5 be 
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he diſcovered in it, till he was quite loſt in Admiration. 
Such a mortifying Conviction of Rapbael's Superiority, 
threw him into a deep Melancholy, which ſoon put a 
Period to his Life. 

In the Capella de! Raſario, belonging to this Church, 
is a Painting by Domenichino, repreſenting the fifteen 
Myſteries of the Ro/ary, which is very well worth ſeeing. 
In another Chapel is the Martyrdom of St. Laurence, 
finely painted by Facini; and in an Apartment, near the 
Sacriſty, are ſeveral Pieces by Ercole di Ferrara. On the 
Altar of the Sacriſty is a Picture of St. Patriczus, preach- 
ing, by Spi/anz//i, The Refectory of the Convent is 
decorated with a Repreſentation of the Marriage - Feaſt, 
made by a King for his Son, at which he finds one of 
the Gueſts without a Wedding-Garment; this Piece is 
done in Freſco, by Gt. 

The Church of St. Gregorio, is a very large Piece by 
Luigi Caracci, repreſenting St. George killing a Dragon, 
and by that Means delivering a Lady. 'The Baptilovo 
Chrift is one of Annibal Carace? s firſt Pieces, in which he 
was aſſiſted by his Maſter Luigi Caracci. The capt 
Picture of St. William is by Guercino. 

The Church of St. Maria del Baracano, is famous * 

a miracul aculous Image of the Virgin Mary. 
St. Maria di Galiera is a beautiful Church, belonging 
to the Fathers of the Oratory, decorated with fine Stuccq 
Work, and ſeveral Paintings by Guide Rheni, Guercini, 
A ani, and Caracci. 

In the Church of St. Maria di c on the Mane 
delle Formiche, a Miracle is annually performed on the 
8th of September, the Anniverſary of the Virgin Mary's 
Birth-Day. They tell you, that Multitudes of winged 
Emmets, meeting near this Church, direct their F bake i in 
a Body to the old Altar, and there immediately die, 
The Monks diſtribute theſe dead Emmets as an infallible 
Remedy for a Diſorder, called i male di Formica, which 
conſiſts in a Kind of Worm or Ulcer under the Skin. 
This Church ſtill belongs to the Juriſdiction of Bologna, 
though it lies thirteen /ta/ian Miles from that City, be- 
yond Pianoro, towards the River /dtce. | 

Madonna de St. Luca, on the Monte della Guards, is a 
Dominican Nunnery, ſituated four Lalian Miles from 
— E 4 Bologna, 
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Bologna, and is very famous for a Picture of the Virgin 
Mary, ſaid to have been painted by the Evangeliſt St. 
Luke. This Piece, according to Sigonius, was brought 
hither in 1160, by a Hermit, from the Church of St. 
Sophia at Conſtantinople; and ſince that Time has given 
ſeveral Proofs of its Power, to the great Benefit of this 
Country: And on this Account it is annually brought, 
in the Month of May, to Bologna, with a grand Pro- 
ceſſion, under a Salute from the City Guns. For the 
greater Accommodation of Pilgrims, ſince the Year 1674, 
a covered Gallery, or arched Colonade has been erected, 
from the City to the Top of the Hill; which, on Ac- 
count of its Length, may be reckoned the moſt remark- 
able Building of the Kind in Tay. Towards raifing 
the neceſſary Sums for building the Colonade, all the 
Tradeſmen of the City ſeemed to vie with each other, 
in ſhewing their Zeal for the bleſſed Virgin; and even 
the Servants of the City were at the Expence of build- 
ing fifteen of the Arches. On every one of the other 
Arches are the Names, and even the Arms of the re- 
&ive Benefactors. The Side of the Arcade next the 
ountry is walled ; but, towards the high Road, everyArch 
reſts upon its own Pillars, of which there are two always to- 
ther. Each Arch is five common Paces, or about twelve 
eet wide, which is alſo the Breadth of the Walk. The 
Height is about ſixteen Feet, and each Arch i: faſtened 
to the Top of the Pillar by a croſs Iron Bar. This Ar- 
cade 1s not extended the whole Length in a direct Line, 
but has ſeveral ſmall Windings ; however, in many Parts 
of it are very fine Viſtos, eſpecially near the City, at the 
grand Portico; \ from whence the Eye has a Proſpect of 
ninety-three Arches in a ftraight Line, ſeven hundred 
aud tifty common Paces in Length. Where the Accli- 
vity of the Hill begins, are above thirty commodious 
Flights of Stairs, but not contiguous, the intermediate 
Spaces being level and paved. 

On the Road to Madonna di St. Luca, is a View both 
of the Carthuſian Convent, and St. Michele in Boſco. On 
the little Hill, called della Guardia, is produced a very de- 
licious Wine. | 

St. Maria de Serwi, or the Church of the Serwites, has 
an elegant Portico, adorned with thirty-ſeven Pillars _ 
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red and white Marble. It is broad, and the Side next 
the Church painted in Freſco, The Church itſelf is de- 
corated with Paintings, and thirty-four Altars; among 
which the high Altar is remarkable for curious Statues 
and other Sculptures in Marble. | 
In St. Martino Maggiore are beautiful Paintings, among 
which is St. Jerom, by Luigi Caracc. g 
The Convent of St. Michele, in Boſco, is ſituated on an 
Eminence without the City, and belongs to the Olivetar 
Monks. Near the Entrance of the Church is a Marble 
Monument of Captain Ramaxzzetti, by the celebrated 
Lombardi; On the Altar, in the Choir, is a ſplendid Ta- 
bernacle of inlaid Gems ; and on one Side of the Altar 
a Painting, probably firſt executed by Guido Rheni, but 
retouched in the Year 1689. 105 
The Stalls in the Choir are embelliſhed with inlaid 
Work, by Raphael da Breſcia, an Olivetan Monk; and 
on the left Hand, near the Entrance of the Church, is a 
Crucifix as large as Life, formed of one Piece cut out of 
a Fig-Tree. 2H 
This Convent was formerly conſidered as a Repoſitory 
of valuable Paintings. Luigi Caracci has here given 
Proofs of his Skill, in ſeveral Pieces repreſenting the Life 
of St. Benedict; but that which repreſents the Saint in 
the Wilderneſs, with the neighbouring Peaſants bringing 
him Fruit, Eggs, Sheep, &c. was painted by Guido Rheni. 
The Figure which chiefly attracts the Eye, and agreeably 
furprizes the Beholders, is a beautiful young Woman, 
with a Turban on her Head, and a Baſket of Eggs on 
her Arm; whence the whole Picture is called the Tur- 
bantine. Tiarino, Brizio, Maſſari, Cavedeni, and other 
Diſciples of Caracci, have here left ſome excellent Monu- 
ments of their Proficiency in the Art of Painting. But 
the Injuries of the Weather, to which theſe Paintings in 
Freſco are expoſed, and the Careleſſneſs of the Monks, 
who give themſelves little Concern about the real Value 
or Beauty of a Picture, ſeveral of them are almoſt 
effaced, the Plaiſter being fallen off in many Places. 
Some Pieces have, indeed, been retouched, but by ſuch 
unſkilful Hands, that they have ſpoiled what they en- 
deavoured to mend. 
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The Library belonging to this Convent, is beautiful 
and well contrived; the Cieling is painted by Aer and 
Canuti. Beſides the Books, here is a very good Col- 
leckion of mathematical Inſtruments, Mirrors, and other 
optical Glaſſes. The ſmall Bronze Image of Michael the 
Archangel, ſhewn here, is the Work of the Cavalier 
Aleardi, From the Terras of this Convent is a moſt 
elightful Proſpe& towards the Eaſt, over an extenſive 
lain, beautifully diverſified with Villas and Summer- 
Houſes ; the City of Bologna, which is but two Miles 
from it, is a delightful Addition to the Proſpect. 
Not far from the Cathedral is the Mons Pietatis, or 
aritable Corporation-Office. It is a handſome Struc- 
ture, and in the Portico of it, ſeveral Perſons attend to 
advance Money for the Support of the Neceſſitous. 
Over the Entrance is a Picture of the Virgin Mary, la- 
* over the dead Body of our Saviour, well execut- 
ed in Terra Cotta. | | 
The Church of St. Paolb de Padri Bernabiti, is famous 
for two Marble Statues of St. Peter and St. Paul, by 
Ceſari Conventi, erected on the Front; and of St. Curlo 
and St, Phileppo Neri, in Plaiſter, by Ercole Fichi, placed 
above them. In the Cupola, Luigi Caracci has elegant- 
Iy painted the happy Manſions of Eternity; but the Na- 
tivity of Cbriſt, the Adoration of the eaſtern Magi, and 
ſome other Pieces, are by Cavedani. A Repreſentation 
of Purgatory, and St. Carlo bearing a Croſs in a public 
Proceſſion at Milan, in the Time 12 a Peſtilence, are by 
Cuercino. On the high Altar are three Pieces of Per- 
ſpective, compoſed of ſmall, but beautiful Pillars. The 
Marble Baſs- Reliefs, repreſenting the Decolation of St. 
Paul, were done by Alex. Algardi, a Native of Bologna. 
The Church of St. Paolo, called ! Oſſervanxa de Padri 
Mi nori ofſervanti, Reformati di St. Franceſco, ſtands with- 
out the City, and affords nothing remarkable, except a 
Cell in the Convent, where St. Anthony of Padua had 
once his Reſidence. In the Garden are ſome Cypreſs- 
Tres, ſaid to be planted by St. Bernard. Theſe Monks 
ſell a Kind of white Stone, which they call /atta della 
Madonina, or our Lady's Milk, as a Specific for pro- 
curing Milk in Women, 
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The Church of St. Petronius is the largeſt in all Bo- 
hgna, on which Account the Coronation of the Emperor 
Charles V. was performed there, in the Year 1530. The 
Length of this Church is three hundred and ſixty, and 
the Breadth one hundred aud fifty-four Feet. The 
large Piece of Painting which repreſents that memorable 
Coronation, was done by Brixio. The high Altar, 
which is inſulated, or detached from the Wall, is ſup- 
ported by four large and beautiful Pillars of gray Marble. 
On the right Hand, near the Entrance of the Church, 1s 
the Tomb of Cardinal Lazari, who died in the Year 
1077 ; and, in the firſt Chapel, the Statue of a Soldier, 
named Scipio Eremita, graſping a Dagger, as a Memorial 
of that Wretch, who, in the Year 1405, being engaged 
at Play, and enraged at his ill Fortune, tabbed an 
Image of the Virgin Mary with his Dagger, and broke 
off one of the Toes of the Infant on her Arm. Upon 
which he immediately fell into an Agony, was deprived 


of-his Strength, and ſentenced to die; but the Virgin, 


moved by his Repentance, miraculouſly reſtored him to 
his Health, which Miracle procured him a free Pardon. 

In a Chapel on the left Side of this Church, is an an- 
cient Piece repreſenting Hell, where are a great Number 
of red Hats, Biſhops Mitres, and crowned Heads, re- 
preſented amongſt the damned; but the Piece is ſo ef- 
faced, that it is not eaſy to diſtinguiſh whether there was 
a Pope in this auguſt Aſſembly. 

The greateſt Curioſity in this Church, is the Me- 
ridian Fins, drawn by that celebrated Aſtronomer 
Caſſini. It conſiſts of Pieces of red and white Marble, 
of about a Hand's Breadth ; but the Pieces on which 
the Signs of the Zodiac are cut, are a Foot ſquare ; all 
the reſt of the Church is paved with Brick. This Line 
does not run parallel to the Wall of the Church ; but the 
Length of it is ſaid to be one hundred and eighty Feet. 
I cannot conceive by what Meaſure Miſon makes the 
Length of this Line to be two hundred and twenty Feet. 
The Rays of the Sun enter through a ſmall Aperture in 
the Roof of the Church, and ſhews every Day when the 
Sun is in the Meridian, and alſo his Place in the 
Ecliptic, | 
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The Church of St. Salvatore, belongs to a religious 
Community, who call themſelves Canonici Regolari della 
Congregatione Renana del Santiſſimo Salvatore, and have 
been in Poſſeſſion of this Church and Convent ever ſince 
the Year 1100. The former has been rebuilt from a 
Deſign of P. Magenta, a Barnabite Monk of Milan. On 
ſeveral Feſtivals the Cornices of the Church are filled 
with ſmall Orange-Trees, in Silver Flower-Pots. Here 
are ſeveral Pieces of Painting, by Luigi Caracci ; among 
which the Aſſumption of the Virgin Ma „and a Picture 
of our Saviour, are the principal. Girolamo Carpi, Guido, 
Benevenuto Tiſſio, Samachino, and Cauadoni, have likewiſe 
left here Specimens of their great Talents. The Con- 
vent is ſpacious and elegant, and conſiſts of four Courts. 
The perſpective Pieces at the End of the Gallery, are 
done by Mitteli, in Freſco ; and the Marble Statue of our 
Saviour, is the Work of the famous Brunelli. Thirty- 
two Canons always reſide in this Convent, excluſive of 
the Novitiates who ſtudy Divinity and Philoſophy, under 
two Profeſſors. In the Library is a great Number of 
Manuſcripts, particularly the Hiſtory of Queen Ether, 
on yellow coarſe Leather, and formed into a Roll. It is 
written in large Hebrew Characters, and, if we will cre- 
dit the Canons, by Ezra's own Hand. T took the Li- 
berty to object againſt the Antiquity, of this Piece, on 
Account of its Stops and Vowels; to which they an- 
ſwered, that theſe Points were added by ſome officious 
modern Hand: And it muſt be confeſſed, that the Ink 
with which the Text was written, is far blacker than 
that of the Vowels under it. Here is likewiſe ſhewn-the 
Pentateuch, or rather all the Books of the Old Teſtament, 
found in the Hebrew, upon Vellum, in three Volumes 
Folio. At the Beginning of one of the Volumes we are 
informed, that it was finiſhed on Tuſday the 26th of 
March, 953. This Manuſcript is written with the Points 
and Vowels. | 

Among the other Manuſcripts, which are about three 
hundred in Number, are, 1. 'The Pentateuch, with a 
Comment of the Rabbis, in Hebrew. 2. A medicinal 
Treatiſe in Hebrew. 3. Meurophanes de Speritu Sancto, in 
Greek, and bound in Silk. 4. Some Greek Homilies of 
St. Chry/o/tom. 5. Ten Diſcourſes by the ſame Author, 
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in Greek, upon the Text of Jaiab, ſuppoſed to have been 
written in the tenth Century. 6. A Greek Verſion of the 
Pſalms of David, by the ſame Father. 7. The New 
Teſtament, ſaid to. be of the eleventh Century, full of 
Abreviations. 8. A Greek Verſion of the minor Pro- 
phets, and Daniel, ſuppoſed to be of the tenth Century. 

A Greek Manuſcript of St. Bafis Expoſition on the 

ſalms, and his Homilies on Faſting, of the ſame Date. 
10. A Greek Fragment of the Hiſtory of Byzantium, or 
Conflantinople, by an anonymous Author; ſaid, by Mont- 
faucon, to be no ancienter than the thirteenth Century, 
11. Ladtantius s Works, which the Canons, on Account of 
ſome marginal Corrections, will have to be the Original. 

Among the moſt ancient printed Books in this Library, 
are Ciceros Works, publiſhed by Alexander Minutius at 
Milan, in the Year 1498, in four Volumes Folio; likewiſe 
a Latin Bible in Folio, printed in 1462. 

St. Stephen's Church belongs to the Cz/zfine Monks, 
and properly conſiſts of ſeven Churches laid together; 
but in ſuch an irregular Diſpoſition, that a Perſon may 
ſoon loſe himſelf in it.  & 

The 4rchigymnaſium, or Univerſity, according to fome 
Writers, was founded by the Emperor Theodofeus, in the 
Year 433. But others, with more Probability, aſcribe it 
to Charlemaine. Here are Profeſſors for Oratory, Phi- 
loſophy, the oriental Languages, Geometry, Aſtronomy, 
Anatomy, Phyſic, the Civil and Canon Law, Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and Divinity. 

The Reſort of Pupils to Bologna, to attend the juridical 
Lectures of Ireneri, Gratiani, Burgari, Alberico de Porta, 
Accurfi, Bartoli, Baldi, and Axo, was remarkable; and 
the latter is ſaid to have ten thouſand at one Time. At 
preſent the foreign Students are about four hundred. 
The publick Edifice belonging to the College, which is 
alſo called z/ Studio, is ſeven hundred and forty Palmi, 
or two hundred and thirteen common Paces in Length, 
and was built by Giacomo Barecci, of Viguola. On the 
right Hand, near the Entrance of this Structure, is a 
Stair-Caſe, about the Middle of which, are fine Freſco 
Paintings, by Yalefio, repreſenting the virtuous Actions of 
St. Charles Borromeo; and on the left, Leonardo Spada has 
painted the Monument of Wenze//aus Lazarus, £ _ 
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brated Philoſopher and Phyſician, in ſuch a maſterly 
Manner, that it appears like a beautiful Baſs-Relief in 
Marble. On another Monument, erected to Giero- 
imo Scarabeo, Doctor of Phyfic, who died in 1710, 
Gaetano Creti has given Proofs of his Skill in Freſco 
Painting. Here is alſo a Monument erected to the Me 
mory of the celebrated Malpbigi. 

The Anatomical Theatre is floored with Cypreſs, and 
embelliſhed with large wooden Statues of the moſt fa- 
mous Anatomiſts, but is very deficient in Light. Not far 
from hence, is a Monument of Franceſco and Achille Je 
Moratoriis, beautified with fine Paintings, by one 7 herefia 


de Moratotiis, one of their Relations. 

Liugi Ferdinando, Count de Marfſigli, inſtituted at Bo- 
lagna, in 1712, an Academy for the Improvement of na- 
tural Hiſtory, experimental Philoſophy, Mathematics, 
Chemiſtry, Anatomy and Phyſic ; an Account of which 
written by Mr. 4e Liniers, was publiſhed at 4mfierdam in 
1723. By Confent of C/ement XI. the Academia Clementi- 
na bonarum Artium, founded at Bologna a little before, 
by that Pope, for the Improvement of ArchiteQure, 
Sculpture, and Painting, was 8 with this In- 
ſtitution of Marſigli's: and for it's further Advancement, 
the City purchaſed the Palazzo Celzf, and gave it the 
Academy, that the Library, Muſæum, Obſervatory, 
Schools, and the Profeſſor's Chambers, might not be ſe- 
arated. | 

; In going up to the Tower of this Edifice the firſt is 
the aſtronomical School, where is a Model of the Coernican 
Syſtem, together with a mural Arch, which was altered 
upwards of eight Times, before it could be placed exact- 
ly in the Plane of the Meridian. Manfredo had the Direc- 
tion of this Work ; on each Side of which are Teleſcopes, 
Compaſſes, Quadrants and the like Inftraments, that as 
the Stars paſs the Meridian, proper Obſervations may be 
made On the Walls of the aſtronomical School, hang 
Drawings and Paintings of the Obſervations made on 
the Sun, Moon, Comets, and Stars. 

Higher up in the Tower 1s the Obſervatory, which 
may be opened on all Sides, by Means of Shutters ; and 
has on the Outſide 2 Gallery all round it. Though this 
Obſervatory with its Apparatus, has already * 
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City twenty ſix thouſand Scudi, it is not yet completely 
furniſhed. |. The Aſcent is by two hundred and ſeventy 
Steps to the Top of this Tower, adapted alſo to aſtrono- 
mical Obſervations. and when the Vault under it is fi- 
niſhed, the Stars may be ſeen in the Day through an Aper- 
ture directly in the Centre of the winding Stair-Caſe. . 
The Library belonging to the College is in the ſecond 
Story, and conſiſts chiefly of the Books formerly belong- 
ing to Count Marfigh ; befides which are ſeveral Turk- 
ih, Arabic, and other oriental Manuſcripts, Part of the 
Corvini Library; Marfigh having been preſent at the take- 
ing of Buda. Before the Count had incurred his Maje- 
ſty's Diſpleaſure, by the Affair of Oli Briſac, the Empe- 
ror Leopold offered him four thouſand Ducats for his Col - 
lection. The other Books here relate to Philoſophy, Ma- 
thematics and Antiquities. In an Apartment contiguous. 
to this are ſeveral ancient Weights, Urns, Lacrymatories 
or Vaſes, in which were uſually collected the Tears ſhed. 
over deceaſed Friends, and afterwards depoſited near 
their Urns ; alſo ſacrificing Utenſils, Reman, Greek and 
Egyptian Idols; Roman Votive-Pieces, and a Tablet inlaid” 
| with Egyptian Hieroglyphics. W 
8 In another Apartment, Lectures in natural Philoſophy 
are read, and Experiments performed on the Air-Pump. 
The Paintings and Drawings with Which the Walls are 
decorated, repreſent ſeveral remarkable Particulars relate- 
: ing to our terreſtrial Globe; as Volcanos, and other 
* ZZ Mountains of a particular Quality, large Flakes of Ice 
a frequent in the North-Seas, Cataracts in the Rhine, and 
other great Rivers, by which even the Formation of the 
Rainbow and Clouds, is explained, | 
In an adjacent Cloſet are ſeveral Loadſtones, among 


„which is one rather leſs than a Man's Fiſt, and without py 
it's Armour, weighing only nine Ounces, that lifts up © 
two hundred and thirty Ounces, This brings to my Re- . £ 
membrance, Hartſceker's Magnet in the Muſæum of the 


Landgrave of Heſſe- Caſſel, which lifts a Pound and a Half, 
though the Weight of the Stone itſelf is not much above 
a Drachm. The proper Armature of this Stone, contri- 
butes greatly to its Attraction, which may be very con- 
ſiderably augmented in any Magnet by the ſame ney 
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In another Apartment are all Sorts of Shells, and other 
marine Productions. A Cloſet near this contains a Col- 
lection of ſemipellucid Stones, which include Agate, Jaſ. 
per, Turquoiſe, Chalcedony, Onyx, and Lapis lazuli, In 
a ſeparate Cloſet are kept tranſparent Stones, and among 
theſe is a Variety of uncommon Kinds of Cryſtal, Ame- 
thyſt and the like with the Name affixed to each Piece. 
The Reſt of the Repoſitories here, contain many hundred 
Species of Marble and Stones of this Claſs ; all which are 
arranged according to their different Colours; and as ſe- 
veral of them are well poliſhed, they make a very 
beautiful Appearance. Here is a great Number of vari- 
ous Pieces of Porphyry, and near a fine Stone variegated 
with green and blue, is the following infcription, Lapis 
ad Smaragdi pramam accedens, nonnullis Lapidis Lazuli 
portiunculis elegantiſſime interſperſus. A Stone reſem- 
« bling an Emerald in Colour, very beautifully marbled 
« with ſmall Veins of Lapis-lazuli.“ The Place from 
which this Stone was brought is not mentioned. 

That Sort of Marble of which I have ſo often ſpoken 
in my Letters from Rome under the Name of Verde an- 
ico, is in this Collection called Ophites viridis & lute- 
us. Among the Alabaſters brought from the Iſle of 
Paros, is the fineſt and whiteſt. The Marbles in which 
marine Shells are incloſed form a particular Aſſortment 
to which eſpecially — the Lumachella. 

The Saxon Foſſils, which are put together in the Shape 
of a Mountain, and a Preſent from King Auguſtus, are 
kept in a particular Apartment, where alſo may be ſeen 
a great Variety of Earth, Refin, Sulphur, Allum, Vitri- 
ol, Rock-Salt, Spar, Plaiſter, Bononian Stone, Sand, Free- 
Stone, Marchaſite, Blood-Stone, Red-Magnate, Ores of 
Cinnabar and Quickfilver, Antimony, Iron, Lead, Tin, 
Copper, Silver, Gold &c. 

In another Room are mrrine Plants, as Keratophyta 
marina, Alcyonia, Vegetabilia marina Lapidea, Corals, 
Sponge, and the like. 

In the next Apartment are kept all Kinds of exotic 
Fruits, Woods, Aloes, Leaves of Plants, Roots and 
Barks, (among which are thirten Species of the Quin- 
guina, or Peruvian Bark,) Gums, Reſins, Balſams, ſe- 
verat 
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W Fungi, as alſo the Seeds of all Sorts of Vege- 
tables. | 

One large Room is diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the 
Muſzum Animalium, containing in it a very great Vari- 
ety of all Kinds of Animals, Stellæ marinz, ſquamous 
and Shell-Fiſh, Serpents, Crocodiles, Lizards, Birds, Lo- 
cuſts, Butterflies, &c. oe. 

The Stone in which Shell-Fiſh grow, and mentioned 
above, in my Account of Ancona, has alſo a Place in this 
Collection, with this Inſcription, Lapides in quibus Pho- 
lades ſeu Balani Bonn. ingenti numero nidulantur ex 
littore Anconitano. The Stones in which the Pho- 
« lades or Bononian Balani are depoſited in great Numbers, 
are brought from the Coaſt of Ancona”. Near a Cluſter 
compoſed of ſome hundred ſmall Pearls, of the ſame Size 
and Form, as the Half of a Walnut, are theſe Words, 
Unionum Congeries elegantiſſima ex Animalia extracta, a moſt 
" 3 Congeries of Pearls, extracted from an Ani- 
ma TY , 

Butterflies are preſerved here by being dipt in a bal- 
ſamic Liquor, and retain all their original Beauty for ſe- 
veral Years. At Florence is ſaid to be an Abbot that is 
Hons of the Myſtery of preſerving Birds againſt all 

utrefaction, or the Attack of Worms; but cannot be 
prevailed upon to impart the Secret to any one. The 
Artillery and other warlike Inſtruments, take up a Par- 
ticular Apartment, in which is alſo contained the Model 
of the Citadel of Oi Briſac, and other Fortifications, ex- 
hibiting the different Methods practiſed by Vauban, Sturm, 
Ruſenflein, Malleti, Bellini, Floriani, Molder, Werthmuller, 
Cohorn, Grotta, Bombelli, and ſeveral other expert Engi- 
neers. 

0 05 another is a Collection of different Weights and 
cales. 

In the Turnery Room are all Kinds of Inſtruments for 
turning Portraits and other curious Pieces; as likewiſe 
all Manner of Inſtruments and Tools for Clock-Work. 

A fine Gallery is fitting for a Library which leads 
into a Room appropriated for the Practice of e 
and Navigation. In the Center of it hangs a ſmall Gal- 
ley, and on the Walls are the Drawings of Ships exhi- 
biting the Art of Ship-buildirg, _ 
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The chemical Apartment is on the Ground Floor; 
but the neceſſary Funds for teaching this Science, and 
that of Ship- building, are not yet ſettled, nor any Colleges 
aſſigned for theſe Arts; but the other Profeſſors are obli- 
— weekly to read a publick Lecture in this School. 

The Academy for Painting is likewiſe kept on the 


Ground Floor, and the Hall where the Collection is 


kept, very elegant. On the Cieling, Pellegrino di 
Bali, has exerted his Skill in a fine Piece repreſenting 
Polyphemus ſecking Ulyſſes and his Companions after the 
Loſs of his Eye. There is a particular Apartment for 
the Painter's Winter Practice, built in the Form of an 
Amphitheatre well illuminated with Lamps, where about 
a hundred and thirty of them may fit in three or four 
Rows, and draw from the Life. 

In the Academy of Sculpture, are the wooden Models 
of the ancient Obeliſks of Rome, with the Deſigns and 
Prints of various mechanical Engines. -In an adjoining 
Room, are Copies in Plaiſter of the moſt famous Pieces, 
as the Venus of Medicis, the Farnefian Hercules, the Yati- 
can Apollo, Gladiators, Flora, &c. 180 
In the Cloiſter round the Court, are ſeveral Stones in- 
ſcribed with Hebrexv Characters. The Thumb of a 
Coloſſus with ſeveral ancient Roman Inſcriptions and 
Statues. | 

Count Marſigli was born in the Year 1650, and, on 
the Account of the learned Foundation, on which he has 

ended the principal Part of his Fortune, and beſtow- 
ed all the Fruits of his Labour and Application, deſerves 
to have the Pleaſure of ſpending the Cloſe of his Life 
at Bologna, with more Tranquillity and Comfort than is 


actually the Caſe. The City it ſeems has given him no 


{mall Vexation, by crofling him in ſeveral Particulars re- 
lating to the Academy, and laid ſuch a Reſtraint upon 
him with regard to the Regulations of it, that though his 

onations to this Seminary, and the Manner of applying 
them are ratified by the Pope's Bull, it is no longer in his 
Power to make any Alterations. 

Though Maſigli was ſo eminent for his Knowledge and 
Learning, and deſervedly eſteemed a Promoter of Arts 
and Sciences, yet when viewed in a military Capacity, 
he makes but a very indifferent Figure; for the Affair 


of 
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of Old Briſac, which happened in the Year 1703, is a 
great Blemiſh on his Reputation. Count Arco was the 
Governour of this Place, and Count Manſgli and Collo- 

nel You Egg, Lieutenants under him. The Emperor's 
Orders were to defend the Place to the laſt Extremity- 
againſt the French ; but it was ſurrendered to them without 


the leaſt Reſiſtance, and Marfig/i was the firſt who voted 


for a Capitulation, 
Foſeph Monti, Profeſſor of Botany and natural Hiſtory, 


in the Marſiglian Academy, is now engaged in writing 


a natural Hiſtory of his Country, which is impatiently 
expected by the Publick, on the Account of the Proofs 
he has already given of his extenſive Knowledge in the 
Sciences. 

Zannoni, an Apothecary at Bologna, has publiſhed a cu- 
rious Herbal, embelirſhed with Copper-Plates, and is 
poſſeſſed of a conſiderable Collection of natural Curioſi- 
ties. The above Profeſſor Monti, has a great Number of 
Petrifactions collected in the Neighbourhood of this City. 
He has alſo publiſhed a ſmall, but elaborate Diſſertation 
on the Head of a Sea-Horſe, or Cow, dug out of the 
adjacent Mountains, and in which the Domes Molares ate 
full eonſpicudus. 12282 r wer HF 

Among othe Petrifactions in the little River Martig- 
zone, not far from the Ca/ie/lo Creſnillano, as aifo in a 
Brook near Cottibo, are ſeveral Siphuneuhi Marini, which 
by ſome, are taken for the Teeth of a certain Fiſh ; 
whereas they have neither the Smoothneſs nor Hardneſs 
of a Tooth, bat are rather a teſtaceous Subſtance, which 
was once the Receptacle of a Worm. Thoſe called the 
long Dentales are white, and ſtriated Lengthways, and 
ſomewhat bent. The ſmaller which are more pointed, 
and of a rediſh Colour, are called A4ntalzs, Both theſe 
are worn by the common People next their Skin, by 
way of Amulet or Preſervative againſt a Quincy in the 
Throat. 

On the Summit of Mount Blancane, in a Stratum of 
Marle, is found a Kind of Shells, called in Latin Pinnæ, 
and by the French Nacres, Mother of Pearl Shells, or Muſ- 
cles, which from their Shape repreſenting a Gammon of 
Bacon, have alſo the Name of Perna. While the Fiſh 
is 


D 


is alive the lower and thinner Part of the Shell ſtrongly 
adhere to the Bottom of the Sea. | 

Before I conclude this Letter, I ſhall make ſome Re- 
marks on the Lapis Bononienfis, This is a ſmall Stone of 
a light gray Colour and irregular Shape. It is replete 
with 3 Particles, of a brittle Texture, heavier 
than could be expected from its Size, and ſparkles like 
Talc. It is found in ſeveral Parts of 7aly, but eſpeci- 
ally about Bologna, toward the Appennine Mountains; and 
about the Size of a Walnut. This Stone differs from 
any other, nor hath it any lucid Appearance in the Dark 
till it hath undergone a particular Calcination, by which 
it acquires the Property of imbibing, when expoſed a 
few Minutes to the Sun, ſuch a Quantity of Light, that 
it afterwards ſhines in the Dark near fifteeen Minutes, 
like a glowing Coal; but without any ſenfible Heat, 
This Experiment may be repeated at Pleaſure, and it is 
ſufficient if the Stone be only laid in the open Air during 
the Day-time, where the Sun does not ſhine, the Heat 
of the Sun being apt to make it brittle. If the Stone 
be well prepared, the Light of a Candle is ſufficient to 
give it a luminous Quality, but it is not effected by the 

ight reflected by the Moon. It retains its Luſtre though 
immerſed in Water, and preſerves this Quality for three 
or four Years, after that it may be again calcined, but it 
never perfectly recovers the ſame Luſtre it acquired at 
the firſt Calcination. Wt $f = | 


Bologna, 
April 21, 1730. 
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LETTER LXVL 


An Account of MoDENa, and REGG10, 


SIR, | | 3 
HE Country between Bologna and Modena is de- 
f lightful and fertile, abounding eſpecially in Vine- 
yards. The Inhabitants have a Method of pre- 
ſerving Grapes freſh from the Time of Vintage, till the 
Month of Auguſt in the following Year : for this Purpoſe 
they keep them in little Rooms well ſecured from the 
external Air, and the Light, and they go into theſe 
Store-Heuſes only with a ſmall Candle, and indeed, as 
ſeldom as poſſible. Here the Bunches are not laid npon 
the Floor, but hang at a diſtance from one another upon 
ſmall Sticks, and as ſoon as a ſingle Berry begins to 
decay, it is carefully plucked off, leſt it thoul? com- 
municate the Infection to the reſt. 

The horned Cattle of this Country are very large, and 
moſtly of a white Colour. Here, ſix or eight Oxen are 
put to a Carriage, with a great Number of Bells hanging 
about them, the ringing of which is not at all diſagree- 
able, and may be heard a pretty Way off. 

Soon after you are out of the City of Bologna, you 
come to the River Reno, which, though it has but a 
ſmall Current for the greateſt Part of the Year, has a 
Bridge built of Brick over it, conſiſting of twenty two 
Arches, 1s ſeven common Paces in Breadth, and four 
hundred and ſeventy in Length. In 1530, as Charles V. 
was making his publick Entry into Bologna to be crown- 
ed, it broke under the Multitude of People who attend- 
ed at this Solemnity, which occaſioned much Damage, 
and the Loſs of many Lives. This Misfortune was con- 
ſtrued by ſome as a certain Omen, that Charles V. was 


the 
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the laſt Emperor that would receive his Crown from the 
Hands of the Pope. 

Not far from Bologna the Triumviri, M. Lepidus, M. 
Antonius and C. O#avius, formed that C onfederacy which 
afterward proved ſo bloody in its Conſequencies to the 
Roman Republick. Plutarch, in his Life of Cicero, c, 67, 
and in that of Antony, c, 24, ſays, that this Interview 
happened on a little Iſland ; to which Die, Lib. 46, adds, 
that the Iſland was formed by a ſmall River, (namely the 
Rhenus,) running near Bologna. However, no River in 
the Neighbourhood of this City, forms an Iſland which 
correſponds with the Deſcriptlon given by that Hiſtorian, 
and muſt only be underſtood of a Place for the greateſt 
Part ſurrounded with Water. But whether this land is 
properly to be looked for near Bagneto at the Conflux of 
the Lavino, with the Reno, or near Bagno where the Rivu- 
let Da/ joins the Reno, or even in the Neighbourhood of 
the Village of Trebo di S. Giovanni, is no eaſy Matter to 
determine, | -4 

Fourteen alam Miles from Bologna, near the Road, 
ſtands Fort Urbano, which conſiſts of four Baſtions and 
Was erected by Pope Urban VIII. as a Key to the eccle- 
ſiaſtical State on this Side. Soon afterwards you croſs 
the little River Pauaro, by Means of a Ferry which is 
five Italian Miles from Modena, and ſerves as a Bounda- 
ry betwixt the Dutchy of Modena and the Bologne/e. 
Modena is an ancient City, of which we find frequent 
Mention made in the Roman Hiſtory. When Decius Bru- 
tus was beſieged here, Hirtius made uſe of Pigeons (which 
he had trained up by Hunger for ſuch a Service,) as 
Meſſengers. to give the beſieged Notice of his Deſigns, 
and to receive the like Intelligence from Brutus on their 
Return in Memory of this Contrivance, Pigeons are 
even to this Day trained up at Modena to carry Letters 
from the City to a Place appointed, and bring back An- 
ſwers to them. From the Accounts of Travellers we find 
that the like Method is practiſed at Aleppo, and other 
Cities m the Levant, What Advantage theſe winged 
"Meſſengers were of to the City of. Leyden when hard 
preſſed by the Spaniards, is ſufficiently known from the 
Hiſtory of the fixteenth Century. | | 
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The City of Modena values itſelf upon being the Birth- 
Place of ſeveral celebrated Perſons, among whom are 
Carolus Sigonius the Civilian and Hiſtorian: the Phyſician 
Fallopius, particularly famous for the Diſcovery of the 
Tubes in the Uterus which from him are called Tube 
Fallopiane ; Antonio Corregio the great Painter; the Poets 
Alexander Taſſ and Fulvio Tefti ; the Architect 7a. Ba- 
rocci da Vignola ; Cardinal Ja. Sadoleti, and the Imperial 
General Montecuculi. | 

In the Cathedral of Modena, is ſhewn a particular Me- 
morial of the Valour of the Inhabitants, namely a piti- 
ful wooden Bucket with Iron Hoops, which the Madeneſe 
for what Purpoſe I know not, carried off from Bologna, 
and kept as a Trophy in Memory of their having pene- 
trated as far as the capital City of the Enemy. The 
true Cauſe of this War was the Bo/ogneſe refuſing to de- 
liver up the Towns of San. Ceſareo and Nonantula to the 
Modenęſe according to the Decifion given by the Em- 
peror Frederick i which occaſioned his natural Son 
Henci King of Sardinia to be afterwards taken Priſoner 
by the Balzac,, and continued ſo till he died, as has 
been already mentioned. Geminianus being the tutelary 
Saint of Modena, and Petronius that of Bologna the reſpec- 
tive Parties were called Geminiani and Petroniani. Alex- 
ander Tafſo has ludicrouſly deſcribed the whole Affair in 
a burleſque Poem called La Secchita rapita, and in order 
to heighten the Pleaſantry, he makes the ftealing this 
Bucket by the Meodene/e to have given Riſe to the whole 
War. It was in Imitation of this Modene/e Piece that 
Boileau Deſſeaux wrote his Lutrin. The Fault found 
with this Poem of Tas, is the Indelicacy of the Expreſ- 
ſions, which are ſometimes ſo groſs as to offend a chaſte 
Ear. This Bucket hangs by an Iron Chain, in one of 
the Towers of the Cathedral ; and before you can be 
admitted to ſee it, you muſt paſs through fix Doors and 
give alſo a Gratuity. 

The Remains of St. Geminianus are buried in this 
Church, where alio a Painting by Guido Rheni exhibitin 
the Preſentation of Chriſt in the Temple is well wort 
ſeeing. Before the Church are ſeveral large Figures of 
Lions ſupporting the ſmall and ſlender Pillars of the 
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_ Here the Jeſuits have a beautiful Church; the Roof of 

which is painted from a Deſign of Father Ba. The 

Altars are embelliſhed with elegant Marble Sculptures. 

Behind the high Alter is the Hiſtory of St. Bartholomeny, 

painted in ſeveral capital Pieces by Procaccini. 

The Church of the Theatines is remarkable for its 
ſplendid high Altar, particularly the Marble Pillars and 
- Statues on it are worth ſeeing. In the Choir are five 
Freſco Paintings by Galati repreſenting the Life and 
Martyrdom of St. Vincent. 

St. Dominick's Church is now repairing ; and as far as 
can be judged from the Capella del Roſario, a beauti- 
ful Statue of the Madonna in white Marble together 
with ſeveral Pillars of a white and blue Kind, to be ſeen 
there, it will be a ſplendid Structure. 

The Church of St. Margaret belongs to the Domini- 
cans; and in it are ſome fine Statyes in terra cotta by 
Bagerelli, repreſenting our Saviour, two Uſurers and 
ſome of the Apoſtles. But a much more curious Piece 
is that of the Virgin ſtanding at the Circumciſion, and 
ſupported. by the other two Marys, the Whole indeed 
is only of the ſame Materials, but modeled and painted 
by Corregio. oY | 

In the College of St, Carlo Borromeo, between ſeventy and 
eighty young Noblemen are continually maintained and 
inſtructed both in the Sciences, and the genteel Exer- 
ciſes. In the Hall belonging to the College, are the 
Portraits of the moſt eminent Perſons who received their 
Education here. | 

The ducal Palace will be a handſome Building, but at 
preſent, it is not much above half finiſhed. In the Paſſage 
leading to the Palace-Church, are the Saints who were 
of the Family, and among Others the Hiſtory of St. Be. 
atrix is repreſented, who is ſaid always three days before 
any of the ducal Fami:y dies, to knock at the Gate. 
Moft of the Apartments have beautiful Cielings, and in 
Others are fine Paintings, among which à a capital 
Piece repreſenting the diſmal Effects of a Plague; Titian 
with his Wife and Son paying their Devotion jointly to 
the Virgin Mary; a Madonna in a fitting Attitude and 
attended by four Saints, all as big as Life, by Antonio 


Corregio ; the Virgin Mary, with St. George, and @ Groupe 
of 
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| of Boys by the ſame; two Pieces by Luigi Caracci; one 


of which repreſents the Virgin Mary accompanied by ſe- 
veral Saints, and the other her Aſſumption; Paolo Vero- 
neſe and his Family, proſtrate before the Virgin and her 
Infant; Abraham's intended Sacrifice of Jaac, in a capital 
Piece by del Sarto; ten Pictures by Julio Romano; the 
Adoration of the three wiſe Men from the Eaſt, and the 
Marriage at Cana, both by Paolo Yeroneſe ; a fine Land- 
ſchape painted on Copper; a Night-Piece, in which 
Corregio repreſents Mary Magdalene as lying on the Ground 
in the Wilderne(s, and reading in a Book ; the Frame 
of the Piece is: ſet with Rubies, Amethyſls, Turquoiſes 


and other Jewels. St. Roch diſtributing Alms, by Hanni- 


bal Caraccti; which Piece formerly ſtood in the Scola 4: 
S. Rocco, at Reggio, but was given to the Duke of Mode- 
na in Exchange for a fine Copy of St. George, by Doſe 
da Ferrara. On Account of the Equality of their Size, 
Pictures are often placed together, the Subjects of which 
do not in the leaſt correſpond, as among Others I obſerved 
here a capital Piece repreſenting Bacchanalian Carouſals 
placed near Chriſt's Crucifixion. But the Piece which 
for its Excellence I ſhould have mentioned firſt, is the in- 
comparable and well - preſerved Night-Piece by Corregio, 
repreſenting the Infant 7e/#s as lying in his Mother's Lap. 
As the Excellence of this Maſter conſiſted more in fine 
colouring and the Chiaro Oſcuro, than in correct deſign- 
ing; it muſt be allowed, that, with regard to the former, 
he has exerted in this Piece the utmoſt Efforts of his 
Skill. The Infant is repreſented with a ſemi-pellucid 
Body as it were, which emits ſuch a bright Splendor, as 
to throw a proper Light on the Figures near it; and, 
indeed, one cannot view the whole Piece without the 
greateſt Admiration and Pleaſure. It was painted in the 
Year 1522, and at firſt ſold for no more than two hun- 
dred and eight Livres of the old Reggio Coin, 'or, ac- 
cording to the preſent Currency of Money, about eight 
Guineas. 

Giiſeppe Maria Mitelli has publiſhed a Copper Plate of 
it, on a Sheet of Royal Paper, which Nai ſells at Rome 
for ten Bajocchi, or about ſeven Pence Halfpenny. The 
Paintings by Corregio, are at preſent the mare highly. 
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peror. As on this Occaſion the Duke of Modena, in or- 
I 


deal of Time in finiſhing his Pieces, and died in 


the forty-ſecond Year of his Age. 
The Looking-Glaſs Cloſet is filled intirely with Por- 


traits of the ducal Family. It is with great Concern 
that one ſees the painted Cielings, in many of the Rooms, 
cracked and flawed. . | 

The Garden lies at ſome little Diſtance from the Pa- 
lace ; which, together with its Orangery, exhibits no- 
thing remarkable. Cloſe by are the Duke's Stables. 

In this Part of the City alſo ſtand the Duke's State- 
Coaches, ſome of which are embelliſhed with excellent 
Sculpture : Many of them are of an extraordinary Size, 
and made ſeveral Years ago. 

The Duke's Library is under the Care of Lud. Anto- 
ao Muratori, formerly Ambrofian Library-Keeper at Mi- 
lan, who is very famous in the Republick of Letters, 
not only for his Antichita Eſenſi ed Italiane, the firit Part 
of which was publiſhed at Modena, in the Year 1717, in 


Folio, but alſo for his large Collection of the Italian 


Writers, in twenty-ſeven Volumes. Bern. de Montfaucon, 
in his Diarum Italicum, p. 31. gives an Account of the 
Manuſcripts in the Modena Library. | 

The Duke of Modena has been in Poſſeſſion of the 
Principality of Mirandola ever ſince the Year 1710, the 
laſt Prince Franciſco Maria Pico having forfeited it by 
High-Treaſon. An Offer, indeed, was made to this laſt 
mentioned Prince, that he ſhould be reſtored to his Lands, 
upon Condition of paying the Sum of one hundred 
thouſand Ducats, and the Aﬀair was in very great For- 
wardneſs, by Means of a Match propoſed between him 
and a Daughter of Count Charles Maximilian of Thurn, 
Chamberlain to the Empreſs Dowager Eleanora, the 
young Lady, who was Maid of Honour to the Empreſs, 
being very fond of this honourable Alliance : But, upon 
delaying the Matter too long, and ſome Failure hap- 
pening in the immediate Payment of the hundred thou- 
fand — the imperial Chamber, in April 1710, re- 
ceded from this Treaty, and fold the Principality of Mi- 
randala for a Million of Guilders, or about 100,0161. 138. 


Sterling, to the Duke of Modena, who on the 12th of 


March 1711, received the Inveſtiture of it from the Em- 


der 
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der to raiſe the Money for this Purchaſe, propoſed to 
borrow two hundred thouſand Guilders in Germany, on 2 
Mortgage of the Country of Mirandola, his Agent en- 
deavoured to make the Lenders believe, that the annual 
Income of this ſmall Principality amounted to one hun- 
dred thouſand Saniſb Piſtoles, or about 89,5831. 75. 
Sterling. But I much queſtion whether Modena and Mi- 


' randola together, after _—_ the neceſſary Deductions, 


bring in more ; though the Dake, it is true, draws ver 
conſiderable Sums from the Tax on Corn-Mills, as alſo 
from Monopolies, Farms, Cuſtoms, and other Impoſts. 
But to return to the City of Modena: It is ſaid to con- 
tain thirty-five thouſand Inhabitants ; which Computa- 
tion, to me, ſeems much too high, and not at all credible, 
Before moſt of the Houſes are covered Walks or Por- 
ticos, as at Bologna ; under which a Perſon 1s ſecure from 
Rain and the Heat of the Sun: However, on Account of 
their unequal Height and Breadth, they are but of very 
little Ornament to the City. Little or no handicraft 
Trade and Traffick is ſeen ſtirring here; and though 
eat Numbers of Maſks (in making of which Modena is 
aid to excel) are annually exported to Venice and other 
Places, ſo inconfiderable an Article of Commerce, can 
contribute but little to the Proſperity of the City. 


Ihe SoiF of the Country about Modena has a parti- 


cular Quality, which well deſerves the Obſervation of 
the curious Naturaliſt, and gives no ſmall Weight to that 
Syſtem which derives the principal Origin of Petrifac- 
tions from the univerſal Deluge. In every Part, both 
of the City and neighbouring Country, is found Plenty 
of excellent Water; but before it can be come at, the 
Ground muſt be dug to the Depth of ſxty-three Feet. 
For the firſt fourteen Feet, large Stones are found, the 
Remains of paved Roads and Buildings; whence is ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon for concluding, that the Foundations of 
this City were anciently laid lower than they are at pre- 
tent, Next to this is a hard and firm Earth fit to build 
on; which ſeems to be, as it were, a Sort of Terra Vir- 
2inea, or Virgin-Mould, never diſturbed before by dig- 
ging, and uſually reckoned the beſt Bottom for erecting 
large Structures upon. Under this is a black and marſhy 
Earth, abonnding with Sea Reeds, the Leaves, Branches, 


F 2 and 


— 
% 


| 
| 
! 
| . 
| 
| 
| 
| 
x 
. 


100 BETTER LXYVL.. | 
and Trunks of Trees; and even at the Depth of 
twenty-four Feet, undecayed Ears of Corn have been 
dug up. Next to this is a chalky Stratum, which be- 


gin» at the Depth of twenty-eight Feet. As ſoon as the 


Labourers reach this, they are ſure of being no more 


troubled with the muddy Water breaking in upon them. 


This Stratum of Chalk is about eleven Feet in Depth, 
and filled with vaſt Numbers of Sea Shells : It terminates 
at the Depth of thirty-nine Feet, after which follows a 


mooriſh or marſhy Soil, two Feet deep; in which are 


often found Ruſhes, Reeds, Leaves of Plants, and 
Branches of Trees. The next is a clayey Stratum, 
which is eleven Feet deep, and conſequently reaches to 
the Depth of fifty-two Feet from the Surface of the 
Ground. Under this lies a marſhy Soil, like the former, 
alſo two Feet deep; and to this ſucceeds a chalky Earth, 
but not ſo thick as the firſt of the-ſame Kind. Next 
to this is a marſhy Stratum, terminating on a white ſandy 


Soil, mixed with Gravel. This ſeems to be the original 


Stratum laid by Nature, in which Sea Shells, and other 
Indications of a Deluge, are here and there to be met 
with. This lat mentioned Stratum is firm, and by 
boring a little into it, great Plenty of excellent Water 
ſprings up, and ſoon fills the Well to the Brim. No 
"Trunks of Trees are found in the chalky Stratum, theſe 
being only met with in the marſhy or moory Soil. 

In the Moeodeneſe Territories, eſpecially ncar St. Polo, 
not far from Reggio, is dug an excellent alcaline Earth, 
which the /ralians call Terra Virgine aurea. Some- 
t mes it is found like a Powder, and ſometimes in the 
Form of a fat and oleaginous Tophus. It is pounded 
fine, and made into a ſoft, white, and infipid Paſte. 
It is. very much valued at Venice, and reckoned of equal 
Virtue with Terra Samia, Bolo Branco, and Terra Selefraca, 
as a ſtrong Alexipharmick, and alio beneficial in Fevers, 
Dyſenteries, and hypocondriack Diſorders. r 

At the Foot of the Mountain, on which ſtands Caffello 
di Monte Baranzone; and, likewiſe, at a Place called z/ 
Fiumetto, are Wells dug, thirty or forty Ells and more in 
Depth, in which an Oil is obſerved to float on the Sur- 
face of the Water. This is what is called Age a; Naptha, 
O 0; ie, and Petroleum ;. and is found in the treat. 
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eſt Plenty in Autumn and Spring. Theſe Wells being 
locked up, are opened once a Fortnight, and the Oih 
which is of a reddiſh Colour, ſkimmed off. Beſides 
theſe, are three Springs of this Kind, near Caſtello d 
Monte Gibbis. The Oil theſe yield is of a yellowiſh Co- 
lour, and accounted the beſt in the Country. _ 
Two ltalian Miles from Saſſuolo, in the Modeneſe, is a 
Chaſm in the Earth, called Ja Salſa, which emits Smoke, 
Flame, Aſhes and Stones, of a ſulphurous Smell, and 
throws many of them to the Height of forty Ells. "Theſe 
Eruptions generally happen in Spring and Autumn, and 
are ſometimes. attended with rumbling Noiſes and Ex- 
ploſions. The Mountain on which this Cleft appears, is 
rendered entirely barren by theſe continaal Ejections. 
During its Eruptions, the Petroleum Wells at Sala, 
and Monte Gibbio, become quite foul and thick. Paolo 
Boccone, in his Muſea di Fifica & di Efperienze, which was 
publiſhed at Venice in Quarto, in 1697, remarks, that Ja 
Salſa agrees not only in its Effects, but alſo to the Time 
of its 2 with Mount AÆtna in Sicily, and that 
this Agreement was particularly obſervable on the 10th, 
11th, and 12th of May, 1693. | 
Between Modena and Rubiero, you croſs the River. Sec- 
chia over a long Bridge. Rubiero is one Stage from Mo- 
dena, and about half Way to Reggio; is better built, has 


handſomer Streets than Modena, and but little inferior to 


it in Extent, 7 ; 

The Street in which the yearly Fair is kept, is parti. 
cularly remarkable for Length and Breadth; its only 
Defect is its not being extended in a ſtraight Line. 

In the Cathedral of Reggio, at the high Altar, is the 
Aſſumption of the Virgin Mary, painted by Vincenxo 
Gotti, and four Marble Statues, by Clemente da Reggio: 
The ſame Hand alſo performed the Statues of Adam and 
Ewe, before the Front of the Church. Among the 
Tombs or ſepulchral Monuments, are ſeveral of the Fa- 

mily of Maleguxi; particularly that of Horatio Maleguxi, 
Count of Monte Obizi, who was Ambaſſador to PB II. 
of Spain, wrote the Life of Pope Pius V. and died in: 
the Year 1583. The Monument of Ungono Rangoni, 
Legate of Paul V. to ſeveral Princes, is very beautiful. 
On the right Hand of the Tribuna are ſeveral Curioſities, 
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and before it ſtand fix excellent Marble Statues; and in 
an adjoining Chapel thoſe of St. Fabian and St. Sabaſtian. 

The Church della Madonna is a very lightſome Build- 
. the Cieling finely 23 

fore the Church of Proſper, ſtand ſix Lions, 
Which formerly ſerved as Pedeftats to ſome Structure. 
The Roof is painted by Camillo Procaccino ; and, among 
other Things, exhibits the laſt Judgment. In the Veſtry 
is the Deſcent from the Croſs, — the three Marys, by 
Ludow. Caracci, and conſequently worth ſeein 

The Road between Modena and Parma is Parr of the 
Jia Amilie, and very pleaſant. It lies through Gardens 
and fine Walks, and is planted on both Sides with white 
Mulberry- Trees, interwoven with Vines. The whole 
Plain conſiſts of Plantations and Incloſures, every where 
furniſhed with Rows of Vines and Fruit Trees, 1 that a 
more delightſul Proſpect cannot be conceived. 

Five Miles from Reggio is a long Bridge, over the Ri- 
_ Lenxa, which is the Boundary between Modena and 

arma. 

On the Modereſe Side, on the left Hand, ſtands the 
Caſtle Cangſſa, belonging at preſent to the F amily of that 
Name, and is famous in the Hiſtory of the Middle Ages, 
for being the Aſylum given by the powerful Counteſs 
22 to Pope Hildebrand or Gregory VII. Here the 
Emperor Henry IV. was obliged to Rand, in very ſevere 
cold Weather, three Days in the Court- Yard, dreſſed in 
a penitential Garment, barefooted, without Meat or 
Drink, and implore his Pardon with Tears, before the 
Pope could be prevailed on to receive him again into the 

Boſom of the Church. With regard to the Suſpicion of 
a criminal Commerce between this Pope and Matilda, 
the Reader may conſult Lambertus Schafſnaburgenis, ad 


am. 1077, p. 809, and the Author of the Apology fer 
22 IV. p. 219. 
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LETTER LXVII. 
PARMA and PLACENTIA deſcribed. 


Sin, | 
4 green is a populous and large City, conſiſting of 
broad regular Streets, and many fine Houles ; 
which, according to the Cuſtom of the alan, 
are called Palaces. The River Parma divides it into two 
Parts, which are connected to one another by three Stone 
Bridges. Its Circumference is four Talian Miles, and 
the Citadel very much reſembles that of Antwerp. The 
Number of the Inhabitants are computed to be between 
forty-five and fifty thouſand; but this is thought to ex- 
ceed the Truth. X 
The Palace of Parma is not yet finiſhed as intended ; 
but in the ducal Apartments are, at preſent, a great 
Number of fine Paintings. Among theſe, the Pieces 
which Aunibal Caracci copied in Oil Colours from the 
Freſco Paintings of Corregio in the Cupola of the Church 
of St. Giovanni, are the moſt remarkable; beiides theſe, 
a Night Piece of Peter denying his Maſter, and {/vraham 
entertaining the three Angels, deſerve particular Notice. 
Here are two capital Pieces, repreſenting the Glory of 
Heaven, and oppoſite to that the Fall of Lucifer, both by 
the Cavaliere Malogio. 
Near the Dutcheſs's Apartments is a Looking-Glaſs 
_ Cloſet; but the Pieces of Glaſs in it are not large. Moſt 
of the principal Rooms are hung with crimfon Velvet, 
laced with Gold; the Richneſs of which is but little 
correſpondent to the Brick Flooring. | 
The large Theatre, famous throughout all Europe, was 
built by Rainutius I. in the Year 1618, The Parterre or 
Pit, is ſixty- five common Paces in Length, and the Stage 
ſixty-two. Before the Theatre, on each Side, is an 
$:5% 4 F 4 equeſtrian 


equeſtrian Statue repreſenting one of the ancient Dukes 

= and ſeveral other Statues on the Sides of the Pit; In the 

| latter are twelve Rows of Seats, riſing gradually behind 

one another, ſuch as were common in the old Roman Am- 
Phitheatres ; and over theſe is a double Gallery. It 18, 
indeed, faid that this Amphitheatre will conveniently 
hold betwixt eight and nine thouſand Spectators; but 
this a ſingle Glance of the Eye is ſufficient to contradict. 
The greateſt Singularity is the Conſtruction of this Edi- 
ce ; Pr a Word ſpoken ever ſo low on the Stage, is di- 
ſtinctly heard all over the Pit, conſequently the Singers 
and other Actors, are ſaved a good deal of Trouble; and 
it is alſo remarkable, that no confuſed Reduplication or 
Echo happens, be the Voice raiſed ever ſo high. It is 
ſaid, that when Lewwzs XIV. intended to build an Opera- 
Houſe in the Palace of the Thuilleries at Paris, he ſent the 
celebrated Architect Vigarani to Parma, in order to find 
out the Cauſe of the extraordinary Echo-in this Theatre; 
but to no Purpoſe. J 
As the Illumination of the large Theatre at Parma, is 
very expenſive, a ſmaller has been erected for common 
Uſe, in a contiguous Saloon, which has a Pit large enough 
to contain two thouſand Spectators. On its Sides are 
three Rows of Seats, and oppoſite to the Front of the 
Stage eight more, riſing one above another like an Am- 
phitheatre, and over theſe three Galleries. 

The Duke's Library is in a large Hall, and makes a 
very grand Appearance, the Books being all in French 
Binding, and the Shelves on which they are placed, 
ſupported by elegant Pillars. There are not above ſe- 
venteen or eighteen thouſand Volumes in this Library ; 
and the only Method taken to preſerve them from Worms 
and Moths, is to carefully beat them at certain Times. 
The Manuſcripts are all by themſelves, and in the ſame 
Binding. The printed Books are moſtly in Folio, par- 
ticularly thoſe of Hiſtory ; few or no ſmall Pieces being 
to be met with in this Collection. 

The Cabinet of Medals conſiſts of eighteen thouſand 
Pieces, among which there 1s not one Duplicate, though 
there are five hundred of the Emperor Adrian, Over 
each Medal is a Label in black Letters on a Gold 
Ground, ſhewing on what Occaſion it was -— 95 
| | | ſe 
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Theſe Medals are all inſerted in Copper - Plates, covered 
with Glaſs, ſo that by turning them, both Sides may be 
very conveniently inſpected without taking out the Me- 
dals. This Collection extends no lower than the Reign 
of Heraclius; but the Series is continued in Copper, 
Silver, and Gold Pieces, and each Aſſortment kept in a 
ſeparate Caſe. The moſt curious Piece in this Collec- 
tion is a Medaillon of Peſcennius Niger, ſtruck at Antioch, 
having on its Reverſe the Goddeſs of Health. The: 
three Copper Medals of Othe are of a middling Size, 
one of which is a Latin Medal, and the other two Greet: 
Their Authenticity is queſtioned by ſeveral Antiquarians. 
The Tables on which the Medals lie, are placed on 
each Side of a long Gallery, in which are ſome admi- 
rable Pictures, r the following; a naked Venus 
aſleep, by Arnibal Caracci, and under it a Looking-Glaſs 
in a Frame of white Carrara Marble, decorated with five: 
Angels, and a Variety of Flowers in Relievo, by the ce- 
lebrated Giuliano Mozani ; the laſt Judgment, by Michael 
Angelo ; a Pieta, by Annibal Caracci ; the Marriage of St. 
Catharine, by Corregio ; the celebrated Zingana, or Gypſy, . 
by the ſame Hand. This Picture has its Name from the 
brown Complexion it ſeems to have had when firſt 
painted; but is properly the Virgin Mary in a deſert 
Country, on her Flight to Egyp/, Beſides theſe here is 
Lucretia, by Parmeggiano; and that famous Copy of a- 
Portrait of Leo X. executed in ſuch a maſterly Manner b 
Andrea del Sarto, that at Parma they prefer it to the Ori- 
ginal, in the Poſſeſſion of the Great Duke of Tuſcany. 
his celebrated Copy not only deceived Vaſari, but even- 
Julio Romano himſelf, though he worked on the Dra- 
pery of the Original by Raphael; for on ſeeing this Copy 
ſome Time afterwards at Parma, took it for the Original 
painted by Raphael, and even imagined that he could 
perceive in it ſome Touches of his own Pencil, if we 
may credit Felibien, who, in his Lives. of celebrated 
Painters, relates this remarkable Tranſaction with all its 
Circumſtances. Pope Clement VII. a Deſcendant from: 
the Houſe of Medicis, promiſed the Original to one of 
the Dukes of Mantua, who paid his Holineſs a Viſit and 
aſked him for it. But the Florentine being afterwards 
very unwilling to part with ſo curious. a Piece, * the 
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Duke of with a Copy (the very Piece we are 212 
of) and ſtill kept the Original at Florence. This Inftance 
ſhews, that the infallible Certainty which ſome Con- 
noiſſeurs pretend to, of diſtinguiſhing the Work of dif- 
ferent Maſters, is very precarious. | 

From the large Gallery is a Paſſage into a ſmaller, 
which, on Account of the valuable Curioſities it contains, 
may be called a Muſeum, or Treaſury, It contains ſe- 
veral Cabinets, Tables, and Clocks, both of plain and 
raiſed Florentine Work; a Cabinet of admirable Sculp- 
ture, ſer with precious Stones; two Tables, each con. 
fiſting of a ſingle Piece of red and yellow Marble, from 
Porto Venere; two Tables of Rock Cryſtal, with carved 
Figures, one of which has a Silver Border, gilt and em- 
belliſhed with curious Flowers enamel led in Gold great 
Numbers of Agate and Marble Vaſes; a Hanger ſet 
with very coſtly Jewels, among which is a Chryſolite, 
larger than a middling Bean; ſome Caſkets embelliſhed 
with Enamel and precious Stones ; ſeveral Paintings on 
Lapis Lazuli, with a Variety of Curioſities in Ivory, 
among which are ſome pretty large Crucifixes of one 
fing le Piece, repreſenting the whole Body of our Saviour, 
his Arms alone excepted ; ſeveral elegant Works in Mo- 
ther of Pearl; a Collection of Pieces in Amber, and a 
Cloſet filled with Rock Cryital, moſt of which was 
brought from the Country of the Griſons, and amon 
them ſeveral Pieces as large as a Man's Head. Here 1s 
alſo a complete Set of Altar-Furniture in Cryſtal; a 
Caſket, all of the ſame Materials, with large twiſted 
Pillars, and a remarkable Piece of the ſame Stone, re- 
ſembling a little Hill with two Summits, weighing about 
a thouſand Pounds. It is not, indecd, the moſt elegant 
Piece; but with regard to its Magnitude, I queſtion whe- 
ther it can be equalled in any Part of the World. Be- 
ſides the Pieces above enumerated, and ſeveral others of 
equal Value, there is a great Variety of Flowers of very 
elegant Workmanſhip in Wood. 

In an Apartment, contiguous to this Muſæum, is a 
Collection of Sea-Shells; ſeveral ancient Inſcriptions, 
Buſts, and Lamps; ſome Egyptian, Greet, and Roman 
Idols, together with ſeveral other Pieces of Antiquity, 
Not long ſince, the Freſco Paintings diſcovered in the 

| Farne/e 
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Farneſe Gardens at Rome, and ſuppoſed to have belonged 
to the Nero's Apartments, were brought hither. The 
Figures of Men, repreſented in theſe Bointings! are not 
deſigned in the moſt elegant Manner, the Faces bein 
ſcarce diſtinguiſhable, and the Colouring quite faded. 
It would, doubtleſs, be very unjuſt to pretend to form an 


Idea of the Painting of the Ancients from ſuch Pieces; 


and though, in all Probability, they could not produce 
any Paintings equal to thoſe of Raphael, and ſome other 
modern Artiſts, ye ttheir Painters muſt have great Ad- 
vantages from the flouriſhing State of Sculpture, in which. 
the Ancients deſerve the higheſt Applauſe. 

As to the theatrical and perſpective Paintings, Parma 
may now boaſt of a maſterly Hand in Righino, à Native 
of that City. | 

The Duke's Stables are divided into ſeveral ſeparate 
Buildings, near which are kept the ancient and modern 
State-Coaches, ſome of which are very grand. | 

Duke Raunutius I. beſides the Univerſity, erected in the 
Year 1599, founded an Academy in 1601, for Youths 
of Diſtinction who are inſtructed in Grammar, Morality, 
Rhetoric, Philoſophy, Mathematics, Geography, Hiſto- 
ry, Divinity, the feudal and canon Law, and alſo the 
German, French, and Spani/h Languages, as well as in 
Mulic, Painting, Fortification, Dancing, Fencing, and 
Riding. This Academy, is under the DireQion of the 
Jeſuits ; each Student paying annually for Board, Lodg- 
ing, Waſhing, Fire, Candle, Attendance, and Inſtruction, 
about a hundred Crowns. The Riding School is ſup- 
plied with managed Horſes, out of the Duke's Stables, 
to tne Amount of about twenty, for which each Student 
gives a Scudi every Month, as a Perquiſite to the princi- 
pal Groom. For other Arts, as Painting, Fortification, 


&c. they pay about four Paoli a Month, and the Gratu- 


ities to Servants, Contributions to the Chapel, Feaſts, 
Comedies, and the Carnival Diverſions, may amount to 
about four Ducatoons or a Guinea a Year. 

Their Morning Lectures continue about two Hours and 
a Half; and thoſe of the Afternoon about the ſame Space 
of Time. The Students are divided into Claſſes, each 
conſiſting of about ten or thirteen. Each Claſs has a 
Servant, and an Eccleſiaſtick as a Monitor and Inſpector. 
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They aſſociate themſelves together, and have a common 
Room before their Apartments. This Foundation con- 
liſts at preſent of a hundred and thirty Gentlemen, Ba- 
rons, and Counts ; though it admits two hundred and 
fifty. Youths of all Nations are received here; but they 
muſt be noble by Birth, and ſuch as are qualified to be 
Knights of Malta. At College, and when they walk 
about the Town, they are obliged to wear black ; but 
in hunting and Feſtivities in Autumn, they are not con- 
fined to any particular Colour. The Student who moſt 
' Ggnalizes himſelf, is ſtiled Principe, has a particular Re- 
*Tpect paid him by the reſt, and is inveſted with a Medal 
appended to a purple Ribband bordered with Silver on 
dis Breaſt. | 

The College contains two Theatres elegantly fitted up, 
in one of which the Students perform dramatic Pieces 
during the Time of Carnival ; but the other they pre- 
ſent to the Company of Comedians. The Autumn Vaca- 


© , Hon they ſpend at one of the Duke's Country Seats, un- 


der a regular inſpection, in Fiſhing, Hunting, and other 
innocent Recreations; but their Studies are not entirely 
laid aſide during this Seaſon. The Duke and principal 
Nobility of the City allow them their Coaches and Horſes 
to carry them into the Country, and at the Expiration of 
the Time they are brought back in the ſame Manner. 
The Cupola of the Cathedral is admirably painted by 
Corregio and repreſents the Aſſumption of the Virgin Ma- 
ry. In this Piece the noble Invention of the Painter, the 
tender Strokes of the Pencil and the Beauty and Ex- 
cellency of the Colouring, cannot be ſufficiently ad- 
mired.. | 

In a ſpacious. ſubterraneous Vault belonging to this 
Church, is the ſtately Monument of St. Bernardo degli 
'Uberti, a. Native of Florence, and Biſhop of Parma. In 
the Area before the Church, are the Statues of ſeveral 
Lions, whereon the Pillars of this Portico formerly reſted. 
The Baptiftry or Chapel, ſtands contiguous to the. Cathe- 
dral; it is an octangular, lofty, and ſpacious Structure; 
and reſembles the Baptiſtry at Pa. The Font is of one 
entire Piece of white, and the Baluſtrade round it of 
yellow Marble. It is decorated with ſeveral valuable 
Bieces.of Painting. 


Near 
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Near the Cathedral ſtands the Church % S. Giovanni, 
which has an elegant Front, a Tribuna decorated with 
Sculpture and Gilding, and two fine Organs erected op- 
polite one ancther,, The Cupola of this Church, as 
well as that of the Cathedral, was painted by Corregio, 
and repreſents the Virgin Mary crowned by God the Fa- 
ther, and the Son; but when the Benedictine Monks, to 
whom this Church belonged, thought proper to widen: 
the Choir, the Cupola was taken down : however be- 
fore that happened, Copies were taken of the Paintings 
by Annibal, and Auguſtino Caracci, and from thoſe Copies 
this preſent Cupola was painted by Cæſari Aretufi, The 
Copies done by the two Caraccis, are kept in the Duke's 
Palace, Corregio worked on the original Paintings in the 
old Cupola, from the Year 1720 to 1724. The Aſſump- 
tion of the Virgin Mary over the high Altar is the Work 
of Parmeggiano, whoſe proper Name was Franceſco, or as 
Others will have it, Gzacomo Maxxuoli, and by that Name 
he is diſtinguiſhed from his Uncle Giralamo Mazzuoh, 
who alſo was an eminent Painter. According to Va 
fart's Account, Franceſco Mazzwoli or Parmeggiano, was 
unhappily ſeduced by alchymiſtical Chimeras and the 
Deſire of making Gold, fo that he neglected his proper 
Calling, and loft at once his Reputation, his Quiet, and 
his Lite. ; 

The above-mentioned high Altar is inſulated, or de- 
tached from the Wall, and compoſed of Lapis Laxul, 
Agate, and ſeveral curious Species of Marble; The 
Stalls in the Choir are of Wood beautifully inlaid. In 
the Cappella della Madonna, are two original Paintings by 
Corregio, and two Copies of his Night-piece and Madonna 
in the ducal Palace at Modena. 

In the Church 4 Sepolchro, in the Chapel near the En- 
trance on the right-Hand, is the Virgin Mary with the 
divine Infant 77%, and Jeſeph; and oppoſite, a Picture 
of Joſeph. exhorting Mary to eſcape to Egypt ; both by 
Corregio. The ſame celebrated Artiſt likewiſe painted 
that elegant Piece in the Church of St. Antonio! Abbate, 
repreſenting St. Jerome, the Virgin Mary with the Infant. 
Zeſus, and Mary Magdalene worſhiping him. 
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The Church of Madonna della Stecatta, is elegantly 
built, and adorned with four {mall Cupolas, painted in 
Freſ:o by Parmeggiano. | 4 

The Monuments of ſeveral of the Family of Farnęſe, 
are in he Capuchin Church. Under an Arch or Vault, 
is the ivmb of the celebrated Hero Al andre Farneſe. 
Here are lik-wiie ſome good Paintings by Guercini, Anni- 
bal Caracci, and Auguſtine Caracci; the laſt of which is 
- Interred in tnis Church. | 

The yearly Revenues of the Duke of Parma are com- 

ted at between hve and fix hundred thouſand Crowns, 

t is {aid the Salt Works alone, all Charges deducted, 
produce above fifty thouſand Crowns. Theſe Salt Works 
are carried on at Saſſo, four and twenty /tahian Miles from 
Parma, where there are twelve Fits of natural Brine, two 
hundred Ells deep ; the Water of which being boiled in 
large Cauldrons or Coppers, evaporates till all the 
aqueous Particles are ſeparated ; after which it is mixed 
with Blood of Animals, beginuing to putrefy, and all 
| boiled together about an Hour, and carefully ximmed.. 
By this Proceſs, a pure and white Salt is obtained. : 

At Lijignanc, twelve Itauian Miles from Parma, are 
two medicinal Springs of mineral Water. 

In divers Parts of the Parmaſan '| erritories, Petroleum 
is gathered; ſometimes without Water, as at M-ano and. 
Vizzele, and ſometimes floating on the Surface of the 
Water, as at Ozzona, St. Anda, Fornowe, Rubeano, Lu- 
Agnano, Torre, Sasso, and Caleſians. ) 

Near Bara:, in ſome Veins of Loam and Chalk, are 
found Cryſtal, and tome few Petrifactions. 

The Parmaſan Cheeſe, ſo famous in moſt Parts of Eu- 
rope, owes its Goodneis to the excellent Paſtures near 
Placentia, where the Meadows, during the whole Sum- 
mer, may be watered at . leaſure, by Means of {mall 
Sluices, which convey Water from the Po; beſides, the 
Water of that River is impregaated with a flmy Sub- 
ſtance, which proves a very good Manure to the Grounds 
they overflow. The Cows here yield juch a large Quan- 
tity of Milk, that, in a good Seaſon, a Perſon , offeſled 
of fifty Cows, can make a rici Cheeie of one hundred 
Weight every Day; but within a fe Miles of this fer- 


tile Trat of Land, which does not extend above ten 
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Tralian Miles in Length, the Cows do not yield ſuch 
Plenty of Milk as they do in the Parmaſan, nor is it 
ſo rich; but, as large Quantities of Dutch Cheeſes are 
ſold in Germany, which never were * a Holland, but made 
in Holſtein and Mecklenbourg ; ſo the ſame may alſo be 
ſaid of the Parmaſan Cheeſe, many thouſand Weight be- 
ing made at Lodi, Triano, and Bologna; for about Lodi 
they have the ſame Advantage of watering their Mea- 
dows, by which Means they mow them four or five 
Times a Year. There are three Kinds of Parmaſan 
Cheeſe. 1. Formaggio di Forma. 2. Formaggio di Robiole; 
3. Formaggio di Robiolini. The firſt is commonly about 
two Palms in Diameter, and eight Inches thick. With 
regard to the colouring theſe Cheeſes, Saffron is gene- 
rally uſed; half an Ounce of which is ſufficient for one 
hundred of them. | 

The Diſtance from Parma to Placentia, is about thirty- 
three Italian Miles; and about five Miles from the 
former, is a Ferry over the River Taro, and a little far- 
ther on the Left, lies Cafte/lo Guelfo, ſtill kept in Repair, 
Not far from the latter is the Caftello Gebellino ; both theſe 
Caſtles retain their Names from the two Factions by 
which Germany and Italy were for ſo long a Time rendered 
a Scene of Slaughter and Confuſion. 

Borgo St. Domino, a Poſt-Stage, is the Reſidence of a 
Biſhop ; but at the ſaine Time a very mean Place. Its. 
Neighbourhood abounds with Truffles. The whole 
Road is very good and delightful, like that between Fa- 
enxa and Bologna, running in a direct Line betwixt fine 
level Walks, where the Incloſures on each Side, are 
—_— with Rows of Fruit Trees, intermixed with 

ines; eſpecially the Parts about Reggio and Placentia, 
which are ſo excellently cultivated, as to appear like one 
entire Orchard or Garden. In fo fine a Country, it may 
be readily ſuppoſed, that the Clergy have not omitted to 
procure themſelves fat Beneſices, and liberal Endowments : 
And J have been aſſuted, that of the twenty-eight thou- 
ſand Inhabitants of the City of Placentia, two thouſand . 
are Monks, Nuns, and other Ecclehaſticks. 

On the 15th of April the great annual Fair begins 
here, and laſts fourteen Days; it is accounted the beſt in 
Italy, though not comparable to many in — 8 
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Stands and Booths are erected near the Palace, in a ſpa- 
cious Area, which is divided into regular Lanes or Paſ- 
ſages, covered with Canvas, by which Perſons are ſhel- 
tered both from Rain and the Heat of the Sun. 'The 
Duke's Court generally. reſides at Parma, whoſe Air is 
accounted more healthy than that of Placentia. 

On the Area before the Town-Houſe, are two lar 
equeſtrian Statues in Bronze, on Stone Pedeſtals, and 
under a Bronze Baſs; Relief, an Inſcription. The moſt 
beautiful of theſe Statues repreſents Duke Al andro Far- 
neſe, and the Baſs-Reliefs the Siege of Antwerp, and raiſ- 
ing that of Paris. The other Statue was erected in Ho- 
nour of Duke Ranutius J. 

The Caſtle of Placentia is but meanly fortified; nor is 
the City in a Condition of making any tolerable Defence. 
The Diſtance of the Po from Placentia, is between five 
and ſix hundred Paces; and from the Top of one of the 
City Towers, is a moſt charming Proſpect of the whole 
neighbouring Country, juſtly called Piacenga, or Placen- 
#a, © Pleaſantneſs.”. The principal Street, called Stra- 
done, is twenty-five common Paces broad, and three 
thouſand Feet long, extended in a ftraight Line ; but the 
Houſes in general cannot be commended for their 
Beauty. 

In St. Siætus's Church, belonging to the Benedictines, 
is a celebrated Picture, in which Raphael d Urbino has re- 
preſented the Virgin Mary, with St. Sixtus and St. Barba. 
The Stalls in the Choir are of Wood, beautifully inlaid, 
and decorated with two fine Organs, which ſtand op- 
polite to each other. 

This Church was founded by Engillerga, Great Grand: 
Daughter of Charlemagne, and Wife to Ludowicus II. 

Near the high Altar is a large Monument of white and 
black Marble, decorated with ſix Statues; two repreſent. 
Women, and two Men, all of white Marble; together 
with the Auſtrian and Farneſe Arms. Probably it was 
erected in Honour of Margaret of Auſtria, Conſort of 
Duke Ortawio Farneſe, and Mother to the celebrated Hero 
Aleſſandro Farneſe. 

This Lady was a natural Daughter of the Emperor 
Charles V. and married in her fourteenth Year, to the firſt 
Duke of Florence, Aleſſandro de. Medicis, a natural Son of 
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Lorenzo de Medicis, Duke of Urbino; or, according to 
others, of Pope Clement VII. But, upon his being ſoon 
afterwards murdered, in 1538, ſhe married the Duke of 
Parma, then hardly fourteen, and ſhe ſcarce turned of 
ſixteen, After the Deceaſe of Charles V. ſhe was ap- 
pointed Governeſs of the Netherlands, in the Year 1559, 
which Office ſhe diſcharged with ſuch Prudence and 
Equity, for the Space of eight Years, that probably the 
Spaniſb Affairs in that Country would have turned out 
better than they did, had her Advice been more fol- 
lowed. She died in the Year 1586, at Ortona, the an- 
cient City of Samnium, in the Kingdom of Naples. 
The Church of St. Auguſtine has five Naves or Aiſles; 
its Cieling is divided into Compartments, and decorated 
with ſeveral Pieces in Stucco Work. In the Sacriſty is a 
Crucifixion, beautifully cut in Wood. | 

St. Maria, in Campagna, is one of the fineſt Churches 
in the City, and contains ſeveral elegant Paintings, by 
Georgione, Paolo Veroneſe, Aleſſandro Tiarini, and Pordenone. 

St. Sabino is remarkable for its fine Organ. On a cer- 
tain Feſtival, which continues ſeveral Days, this Church 
is embelliſhed with very rich Silver Furniture ; and on 
the Middle of the high Altar, a Pyramid of large Silver 
Diſhes, exactly reſembling a rich Sideboard of Plate. 

In the Principality of P/acentia are ſeveral Salt Works, 
and large Quantities of Vitriol are made and refined 
there. Near the Appenine Mountains are ſome Iron 
Forges, and they have alſo begun to ſmelt Copper. 

Among the Petrifactions in this Country, the Dentales 
are remarkably beautiful, and well preſerved. | 
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LETTER LXVIII. 
Journey to C REMO NA and MAN TVA. 
81 R, 
HE Diſtance between Placentia and Cremona is 
eighteen 7ahan Miles, through a very fertile 
Country; but the Road leſs pleaſant, and not 
kept in ſo good Repair, as the Via Amilie, leading to 
Placentia. _ 
A little on this Side Cremona, the Po is crofled by a 
Ferry, this River having no Bridge over it below Turin. 
It is here, about the Breadth of the Rhine at Manbeim; 
but lower it becomes wider. 1 

Cremona is an Univerſity, founded by the Emperor Si- 
gifmund; but at preſent in a very declining Condition; 
and the Fortifications of the City of little Importance. 
In Cremona are ſeveral Towers, but the higheſt of them 
does not deſerve the Commendation commonly beſtowed 
On it; there being in Lach a great many Towers which 
ſurpaſs it in Height. 

In the Cathedral is a Marble Monument of Cardinal 
Fraxceſco Sfondrati, embelliſhed with fine Baſs Reliefs, to- 
3 with ſome elegant Pictures by celebrated Maſters. 

efore the Entrance of the Church are two Lions, each 
ſupporting a Pillar. The like are alſo to be ſeen before 
the Baptiſtry, an octangular, large, and lofty Building, 
decorated wick two Galleries round the Top of it. 

The Dominican Church is ado ned wit fine Pictures 
and a pompous high Altar of Lapis Laxuli, Agate, and 
coſtly Marble. On its arched Cieling is a Picture of the 
Madonna, who, in Token of her particular Protection, 
lays her Mantle over three Monks, and an equal Num- 
ber of Nuns of the Dominican Order. 

On the Area before the Church is the Statue of St. 
Dominic, holding a Crucifix in his right-Hand, and in 
his Left a Dog with a Torch in his Mouth. 

St. Peter's Church belonging to the Canons regular, is 

a beautiful, well lighted aud lofty Structure, _— 
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with beautiful Pieces of Painting : here is kept the Bady 
of St. Mary of Egypt, who having led a diſſolute Life in 
her Youth, 1s ſaid to have repented, and ever after be- 
came a ſingular Pattern of Mortification. Her Portrait 
over the Altar is black, and muſt be diſtinguiſhed from 
the Virgin Mary, who in ſome Places is drawn of a black 
Complexion ; the latter is particularly called Madonna di 
Loretto. 

The Auguſtines have a good Library and many Paint- 
ings in-their Church, though it is ſomething dark. 

Cremona is forty Italian Miles diſtant from Mantua, and 
about half Way between theſe two Cities is a neat but 
ſmall Town, called B2zzo/o, defended by a Caſtle, being 
the capital Place of a ſmall Principality of the ſame Name. 
Three Miles from thence near St. Martino di Marcana we 
eroſſed the Oglio, a middling River. In Winter after 
great Rains, the Road between Cremona and Mantua is 
almoſt impaſſable from the Deepneſs of the Soil; when 
we travelled this Way though the Weather had for a 
long Time been very dry, it was but indifferent, This In- 
conveniency 1s richly compenſated by the Fertility of the 
neighbouring Country, and the exuberant Productions 
of the Fields and Meadows, cannot be ſufficiently ad- 
mired, the 'Trees which are planted in Rows, being co- 
vered with Vines, which twine themſelves round them. 
The great Numbers of Nightingales frequenting this. 
Spot of Land, by their Warblings add new Charms to 
the delightful Scene. Thoſe who make any Stay in Ha- 
ty, are ſo accuſtomed to beautiful Proſpects, that in Time 
they are leſs regarded than when they were firſt preſent- 
ed to View; I am however convinced that a Native, for 
inſtance of the hilly Parts of Franconia, Tirol, Saltzburg, 
the Foreſt of Hartz, the mountainous Parts of Saxony, 
or thoſe who have always lived in the Woods of Thurin- 
gen and Pomerania, the ſandy Parts of Silefia, the Marc- 
graviates of Brandenburg and Mecklenburg, or on the wild 
Heaths of Lunenburg and We/tphalia, muſt feel an un- 
common Emotion and be enraptured at the enchanting 
Scenes of 7taly. 

Mantua lies in a Lake or Moraſs, cauſed by the over- 
flowing of the Mincio. This Moraſs, on the Side to- 
ward Cremona is not above two or three hundred _ 
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wide, but on the oppoſite Side extends itſelf near an 
alan Mile. The Courſe of the River Mzrneto lies 
through this City, which is fortified with a Citadel ; 
but more indebted to Nature than Art for its Strength. 
'The Vapours from the ſtagnant putrid Waters about this 
City during the Summer render it ſo unhealthful, that 
none ſtay in Mantua but ſuch as cannot avoid it. The 
Number of Pariſh Churches in this City amount to 
eighteen; beſides which there are forty Convents 
doubtleſs too many for a Place, which excluſive of 
the Impeaial Garriſon, has not above ten thouſand 
Chriſtian Intabitants. The Number of Jews amount to 
four or five thouſand, which have a particular Geo 
or Quarter, the Gate of which is ſhut every Evening. 
They have four or five Synagogues here; the Principal 
3s well built, and has a Skylight in the Roof. 

No Court being kept here ſince the laſt War, this 
Place is much decayed in its Trade, which was once 
conſiderable; and the Silk Manufacture alone, brought 
large Sums into the Country, which in ancient Times 
was in a flouriſhing Condition, Ws. 

The Muſeum founded here by the Duke, rendered 
this City very famous in the laſt Century ; but they have 
been diſperſed by the Ignorance of the Soldiers, when 
this City was taken by the Imperialiſts on the 18th of 
Fuly 1630. Some Apartments of the Palace are ſtill worth 
ſeeing; the Cieling was painted by Julio Romano; and 
here are ſome Cabinets of Tortoiſe- Shell ; ſeveral Tables 
of inlaid Florentine Work, adorned with fine Pieces of 
Agate, and Lapis Laxuli; ſome Marble Statues and 


Buſts; a Moor's Head on a Pedeſtal of white Marble, 


with a Turban ſo curiouſly inlaid, as to reſemble Indian 
Cotton; two large Pictures by Palma; two others by 
Cofta ; four large Pieces repreſenting Battles between the 
Turks and Chriſtians ; a female Saint in a Chapel, by Annibal 
Caracci. Here are alſo two Picture-Galleries, tree Sa- 
loons ſomething; dark, but well painted in Freſco, though 
very much neglected. The grand Gallery which uſed to 
be replete with Curioſities, contains nothing curious at 
preſent, except two Pair of large Globes, and a Pair 
of ſmaller Size; the Skin of a Sea Ox, A a 
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picture of one of the Roman Emperors, painted on Wood 

Titian. There were formerly twelve of theſe Pieces, 
and reckoned of ineſtimable Value; but eleven of them 
are taken away, and this left only on Account of its be- 


ing ſplit, and otherwiſe deſignedly damaged. 


The ducal Palace is large and ſpacious, but old and 
without any Symmetry or Proportion. The Grotto is 
quite decayed and the Garden neglected. The beſt 
Thing here is the Riding-School, which, on Account of its 
Grotto, Pillars, Sculpture, Galleries, and Height, has 
not its Equal: the Riding-Courſe is likewiſe well con- 
trived. | | 
The Palace Church contains a rich Collection of Re- 


liques, Gold and Silver Crugihxes, Statues, and other 


Altar Furniture. Here are two capital Paintings, one 
repreſenting the Baptiſm of Con/lantine the great, and the 


| other the Martyrdom of St. Andrew both by Cſla, other. 


wiſe called Vecchio. It is ſaid a thouſand Louis d'ors has 
been offered for each of theſe Pictures. | 

Mantua is an epiſcopal See, dependent on the Pope. 
Julio Romano was the Architect of the Cathedral, who al- 
ſo painted the Cieling and the Tribuna, Here are alſo 
ſeveral Pieces by other eminent Maſters ; particularly the 
Calling of Peter and Andrew to the Apoftleſhip ; the 
Martyrdom of a female Saint, whoſe Breaſts are torn off 
with Pincers ; but the fineſt is a Night-Piece, of Paolo 
Veroneſe, repreſenting St. Antonio del Fuoco. It is placed 
in the upper Veſtry, and cannot be viewed without Ad- 
miration. Among the Figures in this Piece is a beau- 
tiful fat Woman, Paolo Veroneſe having always admired 
ſuch Women, and accordingly introduced them in his 
Paintings. Thus in the Marriage in Cana, all the Females 
introduced are plump and of a fine blooming Complex- 
ion, not a meagre Countenance being ſeen among them, 
Rubens and Vaudyle, who looked on Paolo Veroneſe as their 
Pattern, have alſo imitated him in this Particular. The 
Cathedral is very ſpacious, and divided by Pillars into 
five Aiſles, | 

In the Church of St. Aenes is an Ecce Homo, finely 
painted by De/ci, The "Tower of this Church is ob- 
ierved to decline a little from the Perpendicular. 
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St. Audrew's Church is accounted the principal in all 
Mantua for Reliques, which are here in prodigious Num- 
bers. On the Left, near the Entrance of the Church, 
is a Chapel, containing a Buſt of the celebrated Painter 
Andreas Mantegna, The Pupils of both Eyes were for- 


merly decorated with a ſmall Diamond, but ſtolen away. 
Over the Altar is a Piece of Painting, by Mantegna, 


repreſenting the Birth of John the Baptiſt. Andrew Man- 
tegna was born in the Year 1451, and died in the Year 
1517. He is, by ſome Writers, ſaid to have been the 
Inventor of Copper-Plate Prints ; but this is uncertain. 
For when Yatur:'s Treatiſe of the Art of War, which was 
printed at Verona in the Year 1472, and embelliſhed with 
' a great many Repreſentations of Arms, military Ma- 
chines, Fortifications, &c. Andrew Mantegna was but a 
Youth. From whence, and ſeveral other Circumſtances, 
it may be concluded, that Matteo Paſti was the Engraver 
and Printer of the Figures in that Work. Neither does 
it appear that Mantegna had any Share in the Impreſſion 
of A#/op's Fables, which were publiſhed in the Year 
1479. Not to mention the Book publiſhed by Cofler, at 
Haerlem, in the Year 1440 ; though it ſeems that the Art 
which he invented, rather conſiſted in taking an Impreflion 
from a Piece of Wood, containing all the Letters of one 
Page, which 1s the Invention we are ſpeaking of, than 
any Thing like our preſent Printing, by which ſingle Let- 
ters or Types are put together, and afterwards ſeparated 
again. It muſt nevertheleſs be owned, that if Mantegna 
was not the Inventor, he at leaſt made great Improve- 
ments in this Art, 

St. Andrew's Church is very old, and deſtitute of Or- 
naments. 'The Nave 1s of an extraordinary Height, and 
twenty-ſeven Paces in Breadth ; the principal Door is 
decorated with ſome fine Marble Baſs-Reliefs, repre- 
ſenting Flowers. 

Fulio Romano 1s interred in the Church of St. Barnabas, 
belonging to the Serv; Maria, or Servite Monks; but on 
Account of the many Alterations and Repairs, the Spot 
where the Remains of that celebrated Artiſt are depo- 
ſited, is not known, Here is an admirable Piece, repre- 
ſenting the Marriage of Cana, by Carlo Cignani Bolegne/e. 
Near the Church, facing the Palace of the Cavaliere de 
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Gonzagne, is the Houſe where Romano li ved, over the En - 
trance of which is a fine Statue of Mercury. | 4 
At the Jacabines, or Dominicans, I gave myſelf a conſi- 
derable deal of Trouble in ſeeking for the Tomb of 
John de Medicis, Father of Co/mo I. Duke of Florence, who 


. ſome ſuppoſe to have been buried there, but without Suc- 


ceſs; though the Monks very obligingly aſſiſted me in 
the Search. I, however, ſaw in the Choir, a fine Marble 
Tomb of Peter Strozzi; and in the Veſtry, ſome fine' 
Pieces of Sculpture in Wood, 

The high Altar of the Theatine Church is adorned 
with ſeven large Pictures, by Guercino. Here is alſo a 
Piece repreſenting a Martyr kneeling before the Execu- 
tioner, and preſenting his Head to the fatal Stroke, by 
Luigi Caracci, who alſo made a Copy of it for the Cathe- 
dral. It is placed between two fine Pictures, by Maſari, 
one of Caracci's Diſciples. 

In St. Terefia's Church is a fine Altar, and an elegant 
Tabernacle, compoſed of Agate and curious Marble. 
On each Side are two Statues, one repreſenting an Angel. 

The Church of the Quarante Hore has a good Front, 
fine Paintings, and eight Statues of David, Solomon, and 
ſome of the Prophets, made of Plaiſter, by the celebrated 
Carb arigo. Without, over the Church Door, is a Baſs- 
Relief of the Annunciation, and on each Side of it a 
Statue. | 

The Giuſtixia Palace is remarkable for a large Hall, 
in which Virgil is painted on the Wall, in a fitting 
Poſture, but not by the moſt celebrated Artiſt, 

Among the private Edifices, the Palaces of Count 
Manxeli, Valenti, and Benedetto Sorti, are the principal. 

The City of Mantua has three Suburbs on the other 
Side of the Lake; that on the North is called Porta 
Feorte/ja, that on the North-Eaſt Borgio St. Giorgio, and 
that on the South I The. To viſit the laſt, you paſs 
through the Porta Virgiliano, over which is the Buſt of 
Virgil. Half a Quarter of a League from thence, lies 
11 Palazzo di The, ſo called from the Structure reſembling 
the Letter T. The Imperial Cuirafiers are at preſent 
quartered on the Ground-Floor of this Palace, and it 
cannot be ſuppoſed they will take any great Care of it; 
but the upper Apartments, which are 2” with 

everal 
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ſeveral fine Paintings in Freſco, are kept locked. Giulio 
Romano drew the Plan of this Palace, together with moſt 
of the Deſigns for the Pictures, many of which received 
the finiſhing Stroke from his Pencil. The principal 
Pieces are the Fall of Phæton, and the Victory of Jupiter 
over the Giants. 

If you take the left Hand Road from the Porta Virgi- 
lano, you ferry over the Mincio, and ſoon arrive at the 
Duke's Menagerie, being only two [alian Miles from 
Mantua. It is alſo called Virgiliano, from a Tradition, 
that the Poet from whom it derives its Name, uſed to 
ſtudy in a Grotto here ; but contains, at preſent, nothing 
worth Notice. Near it ſtands the Village Pzeto/a, for- 
merly called Andes, the Birth-Place of Virgil. 


Mantua, April 26, 1730. I an, Se. 


LEER E 
The City of VERONA deſcribed. 


81x, 

HE Diſtance between Nantua and Verona is three 

b Poſt Stages, or twenty four Zalian Miles. Ten 

Miles from the latter lies Villa Frauca, where are 

ſtill remaining the Walls of a ſpacious old Caſtle. On 

the Left the Mountains of Trent, covered with Snow, 

begin to appear; the Road is tony, and the Soil poor: 

But the Rows of white Mulberry-T'recs, intermixed with 
Vines, give the Country à delightful Aſpect. 

Verona has been celebrated for its Beauty, though it 
will not bear a Compariſon with moſt of the large Cities 
in the lower Parts of 7aiy. The Streets are generally 
narrow, crooked, and dirty ; and the Houſes but meanly 
built. In ſhort, Verena, with the pleaſant Country 
rourd it, appears more be2ntiful when viewed from the 
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ing it. The Fortifications are of little Importance, 
though it has three Caſtles; namely, i Caftells Veccuus, 
St. Pietro, and San Felice. The ſecond is ſaid to have 
been anciently a Temple of Diana; from the Top of 
this Fortreſs is an elegant Proſpe& of the City. The 
River Adige divides Verona into two Parts, nearly equal, 
but have Communication with each other by Means of 
four Stone Bridges. All theſe Structures are well built; 
but 7/ Ponte Nuovo deſerves particular Notice, on Account 
of the fine Proſpect from it, of the River and the Coun- 
try, terminated by the Hill, on which ſtands Caftells St. 
Felice, The Number of its Inhabitants, at preſent, are 
ſaid to amount to between forty-eight and fifty thouſand ; 
whereas, about a hundred Years ago, they exceeded 
ſeventy thouſand. 'The beſt Street in the City is called 
the Curſo, where, at the Concluſion of the Carnival Di- 
verſions, great Numbers of the common People. run 
Foot-Races. Formerly common Proſtitutes were per- 
mitted to run for the Prize, but that Cuſtom has been 
aboliſhed, and a Horſe-Race exhibited in its Stead, on 
the laſt Sunday in Lent; the Prize is a Piece of Gold, or 
ſome other rich Stuff. 

The largeſt Area in this City is the Piazza d Arm, 
where the two uſual Fairs in April and Autumn are kept. 
In the Center is a Marble Statue repreſenting the Re- 
publick of Venice, Verona having, for ſome Centuries, 
been under that Juriſdition. The Family of the Sca- 
ligers (from whom the learned Julius Cæſar Scaliger would 
fain derive his Pedigree) were formerly Lords of Verona; 
one of whom, for his better Security, and at the ſame 
Time to awe the City, not only erected the Caftello Vec- 
chio, at the End of the Czr/o, but alſo built a Bridge over 
the Adige, which is ſtill in good Condition, and deſerves 
particular Notice, on Account of the Breadth of its 
Arches; the Diſtance between the Piers of the fir 
Arch being ſeventy Feet, that of the ſecond eighty-two, 
and of the third one hundred and forty; The whole 
Length of the Bridge is three hundred and forty-eight 
Feet, In the Caſtle is, at preſent, a ſmall Garriſon, to- 
gether with a Governor. 

Near the Church of St. Maria Antica are ſtill ſome Mo- 
numents of the Scaliger Family; namely, three large, 
Vo I. IV. GG and 
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and four ſmall Tombs of Stone; the former of which 
reſt on a ſexangular Structure of Gothick Architecture, 
with ſix Statues, and the Scaliger Arms, being a Ladder 
and an Eagle. 

On the Palazzo della Regione, or Town. Houſe, are the 
Statues of five celebrated Perſons, Natives of Verona; 
namely, the Poets Catullus and Amilius Macrus, the Hi- 
ftorian Cornelius Nepos, the Naturaliſt Pliny the Elder, and 
the Architect Yitruvius, who lived in the Reign of Au- 
grfius., On a high Arch is alſo a Statue of Gieronimo 
Fracaſtori, a learned Phyſician, an able Mathematician, 
and an excellent Poet, who flouriſhed in the fixteenth 
Century, of whoſe Life and Writings the Marquis Magi 
gives a full Account, in his Verona illuſtrata, Part II. 
p. 178. The Veroneſe may, indeed, juſtly boaſt of their 
Countrymen ; for this City was alſo the Birth- Place of 
\ Pomponius Secundus, Peter Martyr, a learned Dominican, 
Fra. Jocondo, a Mathematician, Guarini Veroneſe, one of 
thoſe learned Men who reſtored the Study of the Greek 
Language, the famous Painter Paolo Yeroneſe, and Cardi- 
nal Henry Noris. 8 "Eo 

The principal Magiſtrates, by whom the Venetians go- 
vern this Province, are the Pod:fa and Capitaneo, or Ce. 
neral. All civil Affairs are under the Direction of the 
former, and the military under that of the latter. Both 
theſe continue no longer in Office than fixteen Months. 
A handſome Houſe was begun for the General, but is 
ſtil] unfiniſhed. 

Among the private Buildings, the Palace of Count 
Maffei is the fineſt in all Ferona. It Rands on the Piazza 
& Mercanti, and is embelliſhed with a great Variety of 
Statues on its Roof, which is flat, like thoſe in the lower 

arts of Italy. It is probably owing to the cold Wea- 
ther, and vaſt Quantity of Snow which falls in the 
Neighbournood of high Mountains, that the Roofs are 
not all flat; though many ſuch are to be ſeen at Inſpruck, 
where theſe Inconveniencies are remarkable. On the 
Piazza de Mercantii is a Statue of a Woman with a Crown 
on her Head, repreſenting the City of Verona, or rather 
the Republick of Venice. Next to Count Maffei's Pa- 
lace, for Magnificence and regular ArchiteQure, are 
thoſe 
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thoſe of Count Bevilagua, Canaſſa, Signiori Verzi, Pompeii, 
and Pellegrini. 

Formerly the moſt ſplendid Palace in Verona was that 
belonging to the Venetian Commiſlary at War, Odoli or 
Lodoli ; the Expence of building which, together with 
all the Furniture, being computed at three hundred 
thouſand Crowns. But all this Grandeur is now at an End ; 
for Odoli being convicted of embezzling near a Million 
of the publick Money, was hanged during the laſt Car- 
nival at Venice. The coſtly Furniture was fold, by which 
Means great Part of it came to Modena. Odoli's Miſtreſs, 
to whom he allowed a ſplendid Equipage, very ſeaſon- 
ably made her Eſcape, with forty thouſand Crowns, 

Oppoſite to the unfiniſhed Houſe abovementioned, is 
the Structure where the Members of the learned Society 
of Philbarmonici hold their Meetings, and is worth ſee- 
ing. In the firſt large Hall are the Portraits of the Pre- 
ſidents of this Society, who are always four in Number. 
In a Chamber on the Left, are kept the old muſical In- 
ſtruments, formerly uſed by the Nobility of Venice. 
Some Centuries ago, a literary Society for promoting the 
Sciences, under the Name of [rcantati, met here; but 
was incorporated with the Philharmonici in 1543. The 
Portraits of the principal Members are hung up in the 
other Apartments, where publick Lectures are read. 

In a Chamber on the right Hand, the Preſidents of the 
Philoti, inſtituted for the Improvement of the genteel 
Exerciſes, as Riding, Fencing, Vaulting, Dancing, Cc. 
meet. Here alſo is an elegant Theatre for Operas and 
Comedies, with Galleries, built from a Deſign of the ce- 
lebrated imperial Architect Franceſco Bibiena. As the 
Nobility aſſemble here ſeveral Times a Week to dive:t 
themſelves, this Theatre may be conſidered as a Kind ef 
Exchange, for Perſons of Rank and the Literari in 


5 Verona. In one Apartment is a Statue of a Female in 


white Marble, and ſaid to have been found in the Am- 
phitheatre ; whence ſome are of Opinion, that there 
muſt have been originally ſeventy- two of theſe Statues, 
though not the leaſt Veſtige is to be ſeen of their Places, 
or even the Pedeſtals on which they ſtood. Without the 
Palace is a great Number of Inſcriptions and Antiqui:ics, 
dug up in the Parts adjacent to Verona, and placed in a 
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long Wall, facing the South, and conſequently leſs ex- 
poſed to the Injuries of the Weather ; it having been 
found that the Tramantana, or North Wind, was very de- 
trimental to the Stones. The firſt in Order, are Monu- 
ments with Inſcriptions, the Characters of which are at 
preſent unknown, and among them Egyptian, Punick, and 
Etrurian Antiques. Next follow the Greet, to the 
Number of ſixty ; and laſt the Roman. Among the two 


laſt, thoſe repreſenting the Gods and Sacrifices have the 


Precedence ; among theſe a little Idol in Porphyry, hav- 
ing a Perſon proftrate before it, is remarkable. Another 
well executed Baſs-Relief, repreſents Mercury in a ſtand- 
ing Attitude, and holding ſomething in his Hand, which 
he reaches to the Earth, repreſented by the Figure of a 
Woman fitting. 

The proper Arrangement, and daily Augmentation of 
theſe Antiques, are owing to the Marquis Scipis Mafet ;; 
on which Account a Marble Statue was erected to him 
over the Entrance of the Palace, by the Philharmonic 
Academy, 7 

This, however, was conferred on him during his Ab- 
ſence, from a Suppoſition, that had he been preſent, he 
would have openly oppoſed it. The Marquis Mapei 
muſt be diſtinguiſhed, not only from Count Mafz;, 
whoſe Palace ſtands on the Piazza de Mercanti, but alſo 
from Paolo Aleſſandro Maffei, a Nobleman of Yolterra, 
and Knight of the Order of St. Stephen, who publiſhed 
the Life of Pope Pius V. together with {ome other learned 
Treatiſes on ancient Statues, Gems, and Inſcriptions, 
and died at Rome in 1716. 

In the Palace of the Marquis Scipio Mai, are ſeveral 
ancient Diplomas, or publick Deeds, ſome of which he 
has inſerted in his Hiftoria Diplomatica ; and among the 
reſt one of the Year 445, which he thinks the oldeft 
Original now extant in Europe. Beſides this, he is alſo 
poſſeſſed of an Original, containing the Decrees of the 
Council of Florence, and feveral other Manuſcripts; a 
Collection of Gems and Vaſes, inſcribed with Etrurian 
Characters; a great Variety of Medals, precious Stones, 
Paintings, Statues, Buſts, Inſcriptions, ſacrificing Utenſils, 
and other remarkable Antiques, beſides a great TR: 
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of Petrifactions. He is a very polite Gentleman, and 
remarkably agreeable in Converſation. 

Count Maris Bavuilagua has a fine Collection of ancient 
Statues; among which is a Marble Venus in the Attitude 
of the famous Venus of Medicis; an Hermaphrodite, like 
the Borgheſe ; Bacchus, a Bacchanalian, and a Ceres, all ex- 
quiſitely performed. Among a great Number of Buſts, 
thoſe of Auguſtus, Livia, Tiberius, Trajan, Lucius Verus, 
Commodus, and Septimius Severus, deſerve Obſervation. 
The moſt remarkable among the Baſs-Reliefs, is that of 
Jupiter Ammon. Here are alſo ſeveral Statues in Bronze, 
a great Number of Medals, and a fine Collection ot 
Paintings; the principal among the latter, are a Repre- 
ſentation of Paradiſe by Tiztoretti, and a Venus halt 
naked, viewing herſelf in a Looking-Glafs, held by 
Cupid, done by Paolo Yeroneſe. 

Count G to Grufti is a great Connoiſſeur in Medals, 
of which he has a conſiderable Collection, and is poſſeſſed 
of ſeveral remarkable Antiquities, and a great Number 
of fine Paintings. 

Giovanni Saibanti is very curious and ſucceſsful in col- 
letting Manuſcripts, having acquirec above thirteen hun- 
dred ; the principal of which, in my Opinion, is the four 
Evangeliſts, written about the Cloſe of the thirteenth- 
Century, in large round Characters. The ſame Gen- 
tleman has alſo a Collection of Antiquities, and Curioſi- 
ties of Nature. 

The Chapter Library contains a great Number of cu-- - 
rious Manuſcripts. | 

Antiquarians will meet with a moſt valuable Piece of 
Antiquity at Vercna, which gives a clearer Idea of the 
theatrical Performances of the ancient Romans, than any 
other extant; namely, the celebrated Amphitheatre ;. 
which, through a Succeſſion of ſo many Centuries, has, 
by the commendable Care and Attention of the Inhabi- 
tants, been preſerved in ſuch excellent Repair, that it is 
far preferable to that of Ye/pafian at Rome, though conſi- 
derably leſs. This noble Structure, according to ſome, 
was built in the Reign of Auguſtus; but there is little 
Probability that ſuch a ſumptuous Edifice ſhonld be 
erected in a Province of 7aly, before the Capital of the 
Empire, which could not boaſt of any Thing equal to 
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it before the Reign of Yeþafan. To this may be added, 
the Silence of Pliny the Elder, whoſe Accuracy in the 
Enumeration of the moſt celebrated Edifices and Artiſts 
of his Time, particularly of thoſe relating to his native 
Place, would not have ſuffered him to omit a Structure 
of this Nature. Another Argument is, that during the 
firſt Century, there was no ſuch Amphitheatre at Verona; 
for Pliny the Younger, who lived at the Cloſe of Trajan's 
Reign, does not mention it, though he is ſo particular in 
relating the Shews, Plays, and Sports of Gladiators, 
exhibited at Yerona, by his Friend Maximus, in Memory 
of his deceaſed Wife. On the other Hand, this Am- 
Ph:theatre muſt have been erected about that Time, the 
Strature exhibiting evident Marks of the flouriſhing 
State, both of Architefture and Sculpture, and conſe- 
quently of the Roman Empire itſelf. 

Scipio Maffei, whom I have already mentioned with 
the Reſpect due to his great Merit, is at-preſent engaged 
in a large and curious Treatiſe, intitled Verona Iluſtrata, 
a Part of which was publiſhed two Years ſince at Verona. 
The Intention of the learned Author is to ſhew the An- 
tiquity of Amphitheatres in general, and particularly that 
of Verona. 

According to Maft#i's Menſuration, the longeſt Dia- 
meter of the Amphitheatre of Verona, from the firſt Arch 
of the principal Entrance to the oppoſite Arch, is four 
hundred and fifty Veroneſe Feet; the greateſt Breadth 
three hundred and ſixty; the Length of che Area within 
the Walls, according to his Computation, two hundred 
and eighteen Feet, ſix Inches; the Breadth one hundred 
and twenty -nine, and the outward Circuit of the whole 
Edifice, one thouſand two hundred and ninety Feet. 
The Verona Foot is exactly one third more than a Roman 
Palmi, uſed in Architecture. Its preſent Height is, in- 
deed, but eighty-eight Feet; but, from evident Marks on 
the Walls, it appears to have been at firſt above one hun- 
dred and ten. The loweſt Row of Seats is, as it were, 
buried in Dirt and Rubbiſh ; but, if we include this, the 
Number of the Rows of Steps or Seats, riſing one above 
another to the higheſt Gallery, amount to forty- five. 
This Method of building of Amphitheatres was the moſt 
convenient for holding a great Number of Spectators, in 
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ſuch a Manner, that the neareſt Row did not intercept 
the View of the Arena, from thoſe who ſat at the greateit 
Diſtance. If we allow a Foot and a Half for each Per- 
ſon, the Amphitheatre at Verona would contain twenty - 
two thouſand one hundred and eighty-four Spectators. 
The internal Area of the Colyſæum at Rome, does not 
greatly excel this; and, according to Fontana, the Length 
of that Edifice is but five hundred and ſixty- four Verona 
Feet, its Breadth four hundred and ſixty- ſeven; the in- 
ternal Area is two hundred and ſeventy-three Feet in 
Length, and one hundred and ſeventy-three in Breadth, 
and the Circuit of the whole Building, one thouſand five 
hundred and fixty-fix Verona Feet. Conſequently, ac- 
cording to this Computation, the Coly/eum contained at 
moſt but thirty, or thirty-four thouſand Perſons fitting. 
Though none of the Seats are now remaining, the Am- 
phitheatre of Verona is much more perfect, and has no 

Holes or Chaſms in the Wall. f 
The preſent Edifice is not merely the ancient Struc- 
ture, but owes its good Condition to Repairs, many of 
which are the Work of the Moderns. The new Stones 
may be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the ancient Work, which 
is much neater. The Height of the Seats is not the 
ſame in all, but generally a Foot and five Inches, and 
their common Breadth two Feet two Inches. Near the 
twenty-fixth Row, reckoning from the Bottom, there is 
one ſo narrow, as is ſcarce ſufficient for a Seat; and for 
this Reaſon appears not to be the Work of Antiquity, 
but of the Moderns who repaired it. The ancient Seats 
were of red Marble, but the modern Repairs of a red 
brittle Stone, The Stone Seats being very cold, they 
were, for the greater Conveniency of the Spectators, 
covered with Boards, and ſome for Perſons of Rank 
with Cuſhions. Hence it appears, that an Amphitheatre 
built of Stone might receive ſome Damage by Fire. 
There are in this Amphitheatre ſeparate Flights of Steps, 
by which the Spectators aſcended from the Vaults be- 
low. The Apertures from theſe Steps, into the Rows of 
Seats, on Account of the Multitudes of People crov-ding, 
and as it were pouring through them to ſee the Specta- 
cles, are by Macrobius, Saturn, Lib. vi. Cap. iv. called 
G 4 |  FVaomitcria; 
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Vemitoria; the Number of which in this Amphitheatre 
are ſixty· four, being diſpoſed in four Rows. 

Wich regard to the Outkde of this Amphitheatre, it 
contained feventy-two arched Entrances ; and the Key- 
Stone of each Arch being numbered, every Claſs of 
People \being informed where to go in and come out of 
the Amphitheatre, no Confuſion or Diſturbance could 
ariſe. 'Fheſe Arches are, for the moſt Part, eleven Feet 
eight Inches wide, and eighteen Feet high. The lower 
Part of the Pillars are buried about four Feet under the 
preſent Surface of the Ground, as appears by the an- 
cient main Entrance, where the Earth has been cleared 
away. The Baluſtrade over the Entrance is a modern 
Work. Two Galleries over the lower Arches refreient, 
as it were, the ſecond and third Stories. No Pedeſtals 
have been found, either in this Amphitheatre, or that at 
Rome mentioned above ; from whenee we may conclude, 
that it was not ornamented with Statues, in any other 
Part, except over the grand Entrance; and if on any 
particular Solemnity, Statues were placed in theſe Am- 

hitheatres, they muſt have been but ſmall, and remained 

ut a ſhort Time. Theſe moveable Statues may proba- 
bly be the Figures ſeen on ſome ancient Medals, that re- 
preſent Amphitheatres. Few or no Fragments of Statues 
have, indeed, been dug up near this Amphitheatre, 
The Stones of the ancient Part of this Structure are not 
cemented together, but faſtened with Iron Cramps and 
Braces. : 

It is no Wonder ſuch a ſtately Theatre ſhould be built 
at Verona, preferable to other Cities; for Hiſtorians 
= that it was very large and populous during the 

imes of the ancient Romans; but whether this Amphi- 
theatre, like that at Rome, could be laid under Water, 
cannot be determined, as the River Aaige is ſome Feet 

lower than its Area, and there are no Traces of Aque- 
ducts near it. On the other Hand, ſome Arches are 
Mew in the Water below St. Pietro, ſuppoſed to be the 
Remains of a Naumachia, which was not ſupplied from 
the River Adige, as the River did not flow in ancient 
Times through the City, but from the Eminences of Mon- 
torio and Awveſa, from whence it was conveyed to Verona 
by leaden Pipes. Both theſe Places are about two //a/ron 
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Miles from the City, and the leaden Pipes, which are 
ſtill. kept in Repair, are laid over a Bridge, and furniſh - 
ſeveral. private Houſes with freſh Water. 
On the left Hand of the Road leading from Verona to 
Caſtello Vecchio, the ancient Courſe of the Adige, before 
it was carried into the City, is ſtill viſible. | 
Near the City is a fine Plain, called Campus Martius, 
where the Muſters and military Exerciſes of the People 
are performed. Since the Year 1712, when the Booths - 
of the annual Fairs, held till then in the Piazza d Arm, . 
were burnt down, they have, for the greater Security an 
Conveniency, been removed to the Campus Martius, and 
there very prettily diſpoſed. From the Center is a View - 
of eight Rows, or Lanes of Shops; beſides which are 
four ſpacious Areas, formed by the Difpoſition of the - 
Booths, and the Canvas ſpread over the Walks; fſhelters- 
the People from Rain, Wind, and Sun. The Trade here - 
might be put upon a much better Footing than it is at 
preſent. The principal Commodities exported from this 
City to other Countries, are medicinal Plants, gathered 
on Monte Baldo, Olives (thoſe eſpecially from this Neigh- 
bourhood being accounted excellent) Oil, ſome Wine, , 
Linen, Woollen, and Silk Manufactures. The nezgh- 
bouring Parts are, indeed, at preſent, no leſs plentifully - 
provided with the ſame Commodities; but a greater 
Vent might be opened for them at Venice. 
The beſt Wines at preſent produced in the 1 per 
hood of this City, are two Sorts of white, one of which + 
is called Garganico Bianco, and the other Vino Santo. 
The latter, in my Opinion, is the beſt; and in Flavour - 
reſembles the old Hungarian Wines. 
They have from hence to Venice, a very commodious 
Water-Carriage for Goods; and the Pailage thither, in a 
Bark, takes up no more than three Days and a half: 
But the coming back is more troubleſome, the Barge : 
being drawn by Oxen, and cannot be performed in leſs - 
than eight Days. | . 
In the Cathedra! of Yerona are ſome good Paintings”. 
buy Bellini, Baleftra, and Paolo Feraneſe. The Font is 
large, and, together with its Baſs-Reliefs, formed out of 
2 ſingle Block of Marble. 
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The annual Revenue of the Biſhoprick of Verona 
amounts to between four and five thouſand Crowns. On 
the left Hand, near the Entrance of the epiſcopal Palace, 
is a large Marble Statue of a Woman, by Alſandro 
Vittoria. | 

The upper Apar ments are embelliſhed with Marble 
Buſts of Agrippina the Mother of Nero, Julia the Daugh- 
ter of Titus, Meſſalina, Matidia, Fauſtina the Daughter of 
Antoninus, Julia the Daughter of Auguſtus, Lucilia the 
Daughter of L. Verus, Aurelia the Mother of Julius 
Cæſar, Seleucus, Julius Ceſar, Marcus Brutus, Caligula, 
Anti nous, Juba King of Mauritania, Septimius Severus, He- 
liagabalus, and Scipio Africanus; together with a Statue of 
Venus coming out of a Bath, and a great Variety of other 
Pieces, collected by Treviſani, the preſent Biſhop of 
Verona. RE | | | 
In the Church belonging to the- Carmelite Monks, is a 
beautiful Marble Altar; and, in the Sacriſty, a fine 
Picture by one of the Diſciples of the celebrated Ra- 
pbael, which repreſents our Saviour and John the Bapti/?, 
when Children, playing together, while the holy Virgin 
beholds them with the utmoſt Complacency and Delight. 

In the Church of the barefooted Carmelites are three 
beautiful Altars, the firſt embelliſhed with Pillars of 
Ferde Antico, the ſecond with Pillars of red Marble, 
veined with white, and the third with Pillars of yellow 
Marble. The high Altar has alſo beautiful Sculptures in 
Marble, together with a fine Picture repreſenting the 
Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, which does Honour 
to Antonio Baliſlra, who is ſtill living here. This Artiſt 
is in very high Reputation, and has painted ſeveral Pieces 
which have been ſent into England and Germany. 

The Dominican Church is dedicated to St. Anaffafia. 
On the right Hand of the Entrance is a ſtately Monu- 
ment, erected to the Memory of Giovanni Fregofi, a Ge- 
rnoe/e Captain, who afterwards roſe to the Rank of a 
General. In this Piece Catoneo di Carrara has given 
noble Proofs of his great Talent in Sculpture. The 
Front of this Structure. is, in Part, embelliſhed with 
Marble Baſs Reliefs, but the Work has been ſome Time 
diſcontinued. : 
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In the Church of St. Eu hemia are ſeveral fine Pieces 
of Painting ; on the high Altar is a rich Tabernacle of 
Marble, and before it are two beautiful Statues in Braſs, 
together with eight others in Stucco. 

In the Church of the Jet, or St. Baſtiano, the high 

Altar is remarkably elegant, being decorated with beau- 
tiful Pillars of a Kind of Marble found in this Country, 
called Miſchia di Brentonico, together with a Statue of St. 
Sebaftian of white Marble. Here alſo are ſeveral fine 
Paintings by Giov. Batt. Bellotti, Torelli, Odzardo Perini, 
Santo Prunati, Balefira, and others. 
The Church and Convent of St. George belong to the 
Benediftines. Within over the Door is the Baptiſm of 
Chrift painted by Domenico Tintoretti. On the high Altar 
is the Martyrdom of St. George, by Paolo Veroneſe; and 
near it the Miracle of the Loaves and Fiſhes, by Paola 
Farinati, who finiſhed it in the ſeventy-ninth Year of his 
Age. This Maſter left but few Pieces behind him in 
Ttaly, thoſe at Verona alone excepted, his Time having 
been moſt'y ſpent in painting the Eſcurial. On the other 
Side is a much better Piece by Felice Bruſaſorzi, repre- 
fenting the //-ae/ites gathering Manna. It is twenty-four 
Veronęſe Feet in Length and twenty-three in Breadth. 
Here alſo is another Piece by the ſame Maſter, which 
repreſents the Viſion in the Apocalypſe of Michael with 
a Groupe of Angels protecting the Woman with her 
Child againſt the Dragon. But whether it be conſiſtent 
with the ſecret Meaning of this Revelation, that the 
Child ſhould be repreſented as it were in an Agony 
through Fear, I ſhall leave others to determine. In an- 
other Picture, by Paolo Veroneſe, is Barnabas healing the 
fick Man; and oppoſite to it the Virgin Mary between 
two Biſhops, by Gerolamo da i Libri, where the colouring 
of the Carpet on which ſhe ſtands is very naturally per- 
formed, Some Specimens of the Skill of Domenico Ricci 
(ſurnamed Bruſaſorxi, and Diſciple to Felice, but generally 
better known by the Name of Orbetio) are to be ſeen in 
this Church, which is one of the fineſt in the. City. 

The Olivetan Church, or Madonna in Orgaro, has a 
beautiful Altar of coſtly Marble, and ſeveral curious Pic- 
tures, among which the Madonna Grazio/a, by Antonia 
Baleſira, placed on the * 5 near the Entrance — 


en 


the Church, is none of the worſt. The Aſſumption of 
the Virgin, and the Maſſacre of the Children at Bethle- 
bem ; together with ſome other Pieces in the Tribuna, are 
by Paolo Farinati. The Stalls in the Choir are of Wood 
curiouſly inlaid, by Giovanni Yeroneſe, an Olivetan Monk, 
or Lay-brother. Here was formerly a wooden Aſs, 
within the Belly of which, as ſome bigotted People be- 
lieved, the Remains of the Aſs on which our Saviour 
made his publick Entry into Feru/a/em were depoſited. 
The Story of this Aſs, and its Travels through ſeveral 
Countries, *ill at laſt it died in the Neighbourhood of 
Verona, where it was kept with the greateſt Veneration, 
are related by Mifer, T. I. p. 164. with ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances; but intermixed with ſuch ſarcaſtical Re- 
flections on this and many other ſuperſtitious Fables he 
obſerved in his Travels, as will not be much reliſh'd by 
Roman Catholicks : The Yeroneſe in particular reſent his 
expoſing their Fondneſs for the Reliques of the Jew; 
Aſs, as it has laid them open to the Ridicule of a Nick- 
name. And it is doubtleſs owing to the ſarcaſtical Re- 
marks of Mien, and the ſneering Enquiries of Strangers 
and Travellers after the Reliques of this Aſs, together 
with the ſuperſtitious Abuſes it occaſioned among the 
common People, that the Aſs has not appeared in any 
publick Proceſſion theſe eight Years paſt. The Veronęſe 
even conceal it from the publick View, and almoſt ven- 
ture to deny the whole Affair: So that it is not eaſy for 
a Stranger to procure a Sight of it. For my own Part 
I ſhould not have been greatly diſappointed if I had not 
ſeen it: But by a mere Accident I happened to walk in- 
to a Chapel belonging to St. Benedicts Church, where I 
had an Oppertunity of taking a full View of this famous 
Aſs. It ſtands behind the wooden Altar-piece which re- 
reſents St. Benedid, and may be open'd like a Door. 
he Aſs itſelf is a good Piece of Sculpture, done ſome 
' Centuries ago, by a devout Monk of this Convent. The 
Image of our Saviour fitting upon it, which is alſo of 
Wood, has a Book in the left Hand, and the Right ex- 
tended as if giving the Benediction. On the Wall of 
the ſame Chapel is a very fine Picture by Domenico Bru- 
fſeforzi, and repreſents the raiſing of Lazarus from the 
Grave. | | ; 
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In the Church of St. Proculus the Table of the high 
Altar, conſiſts of a ſingle Piece of Verde Antico, fix Palmi 
in Breadth and twelve in Length. The Bodies of St. 
Coſmus and St. Damiranus are kept in the Vault under 
this Church Whoever 1s deſirous of ſeeing Duplicates 
of theſe Reliques, may, according to Rs Account, in 
his Roma Moderna, find them in the Church dedicated to 
the ſaid Saints in the Campo Vacino at Rome. 

The Houſe wherein St. Zeno is ſaid to have lived, is 
converted into a Chapel, or Oratory. 

The Font in the Church of St. Zeno, which is near 
the Oratory, is very large, and conſiſts of one Block of 
white Marble. 'The Table of the high Altar likewiſe is 
formed out of one Slab of Marble, though thirteen Feet 
long and fix Feet broad. The Remains of St. Zeno are 
depoſited underneath this Church, in a Vault adorned 
with ſeveral Pillars of yellow Marble. On the Church 
Door, which is covered with Bronze, are rudely repre- 
ſented all the different Orders of Eccleſſiaſtics. On both 
Sides of the Entrance ſeveral ſcriptural Hiſtories are 
carved on Stone; thoſe of the Old Teſtament on one 
Side, and thoſe of the New on the other. The Eaſtern 
Magi are here repreſented with Crowns on their Heads ; 
and in the Piece of the apprehending of Chriſt in the 
Garden, Peter cuts of Malchus's Ear, and is diſtinguiſn- 
ed by a Key hanging on his Arm. 

The Lovers of Painting will find Entertainment in the 

Church of St. Nazario, belonging to the Benedictines, and 
in that of St. Stephano Fermo, &c. The Capuchine Monks 
have ſeveral fine Pieces of Painting in their Church, by 
Farenati ; in one of which St. Francis is repreſented tak- 
ing down our Saviour from the Croſs, 
The Women of Verona are well ſhaped, and of a 
healthy Complexion, which may doubtleſs be attributed 
to the Goodneſs of the Air. The Breezes from the neigh- 
bouring Mountains refreſh this City every Evening du- 
ring the hoteſt Part of Summer. The Orange-Trees muſt 
not be expoſed to the open Air in the Winter, yet the 
Climate produces all Kinds of Fruits and Vegetables in 
Perfection. 7 

In the Garden belonging to Count Grufti is a grand 
Walk of Cypreſs-Trees, ſome of which exceed a hundred 
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Feet in Height, and are above two hundred Years old. 
This Garden, in which there is a curious Labyrinth, is 
ſituated on an Eminence, which yields a delightful Proſ- 
pect of the City and the neighbouring Plain. It has 
alſo a Grotto fo contrived that four Perſons, ſtanding at 
the four Corners, may converſe with each other diſtinct. 
ly; while another placed in the Center cannot hear a 
ſingle Word. | 

The Country about Verona produces Peaches, Melons, 
Figs, Strawberrys, Truffles, very large Artichokes, Aſ- 
paragus, Cheſnuts, Apples, Pears, Plums, Grapes, Olives, 
and divers Sorts of Herbs. 

- Betwixt Verona and Vicenza is the Diſtrict of Holco; 
and not far from Y:fiene Nuova are found all Sorts of pe- 
trified Fiſh, of the Salt-water Kind: The Soil is a Sort 
of white Loam. Theſe Fiſhes are in general well pre- 
ſerved ; their Bones are entire and frequently their Scales, 
. Several Species of fine Marble are produced here be- 
fides thoſe called Miſchio di Brentonico and Giallo di Torri. 
Specimens of all theſe may be ſeen in many of the 
Churches of this City. 


J am, Sir, &c. 


LETTER LX. 
Account of VICENZA, 


SIR, 
HE Diſtance between Verona and Vicenza is 
thirty Italian Miles. The Road lies through a 
. ſtony but fertile and pleaſant Country. 
; Vicenza contains a great many elegant Buildings, and 
the Tops of ſeveral of them ornamented with Statues ; 
particularly thoſe in the Area, or Piaxza, before the 
Council-Houſe, Had it Fountains it would ara" 
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di Nona in Miniature. After this City fell under the 

Venetian Voke, they erected here, as in other conquered 

Cities, the Arms of St. Mark on a lofty Pillar, which are 

a winged Lion. On another Pillar of the ſame Kind 

ſtands the Image of our Saviour. The Senate- Houſe, 

called i Palazzo della Ragione, contains a ſpacious Hall, 

but-not decently kept. In the Court for criminal Cauſes 

; is the laſt Judgment, painted by Titian; and another 

Piece repreſenting the Story of Noah's Drunkenneſs, by 

5 Paris Bardone. Beſides theſe, ſeveral other elegant Pieces 

5 are ſcattered up and down in this ſtately Edifice; but 
moſt of them placed in a diſadvantageous Light. 

; In ͤ this City is an Academy tiled Olympici, whoſe 

a principal Deſign is to promote the Beauty of the Lalian 


t Language. Theſe Academicians hold their Meeting in 
| a Theatre built by the celebrated Architect Andra Pal. 
. FE ladio, and is very well worth a Traveller's Notice for its 


admirable Conſtruction. It is but ſeldom uſed as a 
Theatre, the Opera of Sophoni/ba being the only one that 
has been exhibited on it. The Perſpective of the The- 
atre is admirable, and decorated with the Statues of 
Roman Emperors and Philoſophers. The Pit is hkewiſe 
adorned with ſeveral Statues, and the Seats are diſpoſed 
after the Manner of the ancient Amphitheatres. 

As for the Ruins of the ancient Roman Theatre, not 
long ſince ſhewn in the Gardens of Pigaſetti and Guald;, 
nothing now remains, a Houſe being built on the Place 
where it formerly ſtood. | 

Without the City, in the Campus Martius, is a triumphal 
Arch, built from a Deſign of Palladio, in Imitation of 
the ancient Structures of that Kind. The annual Fair, 
which continues from the 15th to the End of October, 
was formerly held here, but has for ſome Years been re- 
moved into the City. f 
The Palace of Count Montenari is remarkable for a 


1s Hall finely painted, a great deal of curious Stuco-work, 
a and a {mall Gallery of ſelect Pictures. 

; The City of Vicenxa is of no great Extent, however 
d | there are in it fifty-ſeven Churches, Convents, and Hoſ- 
„ _ ; the Cathedral affords nothing worth a Traveller's 
4 
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The Dominican Church ſhould be prefered before the 
other, on Account of the high Altar, and the Foren- 
tine inlaid Work on the Palliotto, which repreſents the 
Annunciation, the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, and 
the Reſurrection of our Saviour. The other Ornaments 
of the Altar, conſiſting of Flowers and Statues, are well 
executed. Here is alſo a Piece repreſenting the Adora- 
tion of the eaſtern Magi, by Paolo Veroneſe. 

The Cieling, and ſeveral Chapels. in the Church of 
St. Maria in Campagnano, were painted by Pordenone. 

The Mons Pietas is a fine Building, and has an excel- 
lent Library for the Uſe of the Publick. 

The Church of the Madonna in Monto, ſituated without | 
the City, has an elegant Front; and in the Church are | 
ſeveral votive Pieces. But the principal Ornament is a. oo 
Picture, by Paolo Veroneſe, placed in the Refectory of the 
Convent, repreſenting Pope Gregory the Great, fitting at 
Table with ſeveral Pilgrims, where our Saviour is alſo 
preſent. Though this Piece is finely executed, the In- 
vention is exceſſively bad; for the Pope fits at the upper 
End of the Table without his triple Crown; next to him 
1s Chriſt, with no particular Mark of Diſtinction; the 
next is a Cardinal, and on the other Side another Cardi- 
nal, with a large Pair of Spectacles on his Noſe: A 
Page, dreſſed in the Spaniſb Manner, waits at Table with 
a Dog under his Arm; and under the Table is a Cat 
and a Monkey. The Mountain on which this Church 
and Convent, to which it belongs, are built, yields a 
very agreeable Proſpect which extends as far as Padua. 
For the Convenience of Proceſſions and Pilgrims, a large 
Aſcent by Steps has been made on one Side of the Hill 
from the Bottom to the Top. At the Foot of it, in the 
Valley, is a triumphal Arch, and on the left-Hand a 
Statue of the Virgin Mary. 

Kicenza is ſituated between two Mountains in a ſpa- 
cious Plain, and the Territory belonging to it, is, on 
Account of its Fertility, called the Garden and Sham- 
bles of Venice. The little Rivers: Leogra, Loroto, Aſtig- 
nello, Debita, Rerone and Tribualo, water its Meadows; 
and the Rivulet Bachiglione runs through the Middle of 
the City, | 
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Count Valmarano's Garden is the fineſt in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Vicenza, and on Account of its Situation, 
Hedges, Alcoves, ſhady Arbours and Walks, may be 
reckoned among the moſt delightful Spots in Italy. A 
covered Walk of Cedar and Orange Trees, upwards of 
two hundred common Paces in Length, is particularly 
admired, both for its Beauty and the agreeable Odourg 
emitted from it. On one Side of it is a broad Canal, 
well ſtocked with Barbels and other Fiſh, which, at the 
Sound of a Pipe, appear on the Surface of the Water 
to be fed. | 

This Country produces Plenty of excellent Wine, par- 
ticularly that of Viceuxa is high celebrated, as it may be 
drank during the Pains of the Gout without the leaſt 
. Inconvenience, | 

The Inhabitants are accuſed of being more addicted 
to Revenge than other /ta/rans; whence they are com- 
monly called g/: AJaſſini Vicentini, ** the Aſſaſſins of Vi- 
% cenza.” Whether this Character be juſt, or not, 1 
ſhall not pretend to determine ; but this 1 know, that 
Travellers, eſpecially Germans, who are generally too 
hot, and ready on the leaſt Occaſion to uſe the Cudgel, 
ſhould take particular Care, in every Part of Lady, to a- 
void quarreling, eſpecially with the Poſtilions and others 
of the lower Claſs, in many of whom Revenge is ſo pre- 
dominant a Paſſion, that they have been known to fol- 
low a Traveller, privately, fix or eight Stages, in order 
to watch an Opportunity of gratifying it by an Aﬀaſh- 
nation, 

Open Violence is indeed little to be apprehended from 
them; upon which Account the more Care is neceſſary, 
and the Danger the greater, Cowards being always cruel. 

Murder in /taly is conſidered in a very different Light 
from what it is in other Countries. When a Robbery 
has been committed, either in the Streets, or Market- 
place, Aſſiſtance is always ready to purſue the Offender ; 
but the Aſſaſſin flies unmoleſted into a Church, or Con- 
vent, where, to the Honour of the Clergy, be it ſpoken, 
the Villain receives all poſſible Aſſiſtance for making his 
Eſcape from the Hands of the civil Magiſtrate, I re- 
member, that a Poſtillion who drove me, was treach- 
erouſly ſtabbed at the Poſthouſe of Piſtoia; and though 
2 


138 nn 
the Fact was committed in the Preſence of more than 
ten Perſons, not one of them ſtirred to apprehend the 
Murderer. 
Beyond Schium, towards the North, in a Hill called 
il Monte Summano, Medals, and other Antiquities have 
been frequently dug up. The Name of this Hill ſome 
derive from its Height, but others from a Temple of 
Pluto, the Ruins of which are ſaid to be ſtill viſible. 

Vicenza is eighteen Italian Miles from Padua; and 
the Road lies through a beautiful and level Country, 
Paſſengers may alſo go by Water from one Place to the 
other, upon the River Bachig/ioni and Medoace miner; but 
this Paſſage is tedious, being no leſs than ſixty Valian 


Miles, 


Vicenxa, zd of May 
Sy 1730, - I am, &c. 
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The City of PADUA deſcribed. 
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HE City of Padua boaſts of being the Source 

from which the Republick of Venice derived its 

Origin and Proſperity. But it is now ſome Cen- 

turies ſince Padua has been under the Dominion of the 
Venetians, and is at preſent ſo much deelined from its former 
State, that it hardly contains forty thouſand Inhabitants. 
The Univerſity founded here by the Emperor Frede- 
rick II. to injure that of Bologna, has at preſent above 
four or five hundred Students This Change was in a 
great Meaſure owing to the unbridled Licentiouſneſs of 
the Scholars, which was carried to ſuch a Pitch of Inſo- 
lence, that no Perſon, after Duſk, could, without Dan- 
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ger of his Life, walk the Streets; and it is ſtill the ſafeſt 
© 


thod not to be out in the Night at Padua. 

If a Proteſtant Traveller dies here, he is, without any 
Difficulty, buried either in a Church or Convent, pro- 
vided he has taken Care to get himſelf matriculated in 
the Univerſity. | 

The College called i/ Palazzo degli Studii, is decorat- 
ed with great Numbers of Statues, of the moſt celebrat- 
ed Perſons educated in Padua. The anatomical Theatre 
has fix Galleries round it, for viewing Diſſections, but 
at the ſame Time, is ſo dark, that theſe Operations can- 
not be performed without Candles. Nere are no Skele- 
tons, the Profeſſors of Phyſick keeping them at their 
own Houſes. The Phyſick Gerden few Equals, and 
its Arrangement is very elegant. It was founded by 
Franciſco Bonefidei, who died in 1658, and was the firſt 
Profeſſor of Botany at Padua. | 
The ſuperior Advantages of this Garden, over many 
others, may be concluded from hence, that it was ſuc- 
ceſſively under the Direction of Melchair Guillandini, Jac. 
Antonio Cortuſo, Proſpero Alpino, Jo. YVeſſingius, and other 
celebrated Botaniſts. 

The Moraſini Garden in the Baenta Vecchia, is allo 
worth ſeeing by all Admirers of exotick Plants. 
The Franciſcan Church, dedicated to St. Antonio di Pa- 
dua, is one of the moſt remarkable in the City. That 
celebrated tutelary Saint was born at Lion, in the Year 
1196, and died in 1231. Several Accounts of the Life 
and Miracles of St. Anthony have been publiſhed, with 
the Licence and Approbation of the ſuperior Clergy, 
though they all contain many Things which cannot be 
read without Offence, and which even many Roman- 
Catholicks would conſider as the Fictions of Hereticks, 
were they not contained in their own Writings. The 
Protection of St. Anthony, if we credit his Votaries, not 
only extends to this tranſitory Life, but even to the final 
Judgment, and has the ſame Efficacy which Scriptures 
attribute to our Saviour himſelf, The high Veneration 
of the Inhabitants of Padua for St. Anthony, is ſo very 
extraordinary and univerſal, that even Beggars aſk 
Alms in the Name only of St. Ausbony. What can be 
more ſhocking than the following Words on one of their 
votive 
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votive Tables, Exaudit S. Antonius guas non exaudit Deus. 
* St. Anthony hears thoſe whom God himſelf does not 
err.“ | | 

The Chapel of this Saint is almoſt covered with vo- 
tive Pieces, and Pictures, repreſenting the Favours ob- 
tained by his Interceſſion. 
In his Chapel are above fifty large Lamps of Silver, 
and one of Gold continually burning; together with two 
large Silver Candleſticks on Pedeſtals of white Marble. 
The Walls are embelliſhed with elegant Baſs-Reliefs, by 
Tullio Lombardo, Ant. Lombardo, Giac. Sanſovino, and Gie- 
ron. Campagna. The Coffin in which the Body of St. Au- 
thony is depoſited under the Altar, is of ſerpentine Mar- 
ble; and the Altar is decorated with ſeven Angels in 
Bronze by Titiano Aſpetti, together with ſeveral admirable 
Pieces of Sculpture in Marble. In ſhort, the Chapel in 
_ has few Equals. On one- Side are ſhewn two 

ax Tapers of the Thickneſs of a Man's Body, and fix- 
ed in an Iron Frame, ſaid to have been offered by a 
Turk, with the Intent of blowing up the whole Chapel by 
Means of explotive Ingredients concealed in them; but 


it ſeems St. Anthony prevented this Misfortune by riling 


from his Coffin, and ordering them to be put out. A 
fragrant Odour is faid to be conſtantly emitted from his 
Remains, through a Crevice behind the Altar. The 
Tongue of this Saint is kept in a Glaſs Shrine in the Sa- 
criſty with the greateſt Veneration, and Prayers are fre- 
quently offered up to it. 

The Number of Silver Candleſticks, Crucifixes, Gold 
Chalices, Pixes, and other Utenſils belonging to this 
Chapel is prodigious and the Value immenſe. 

Oppoſite to St. Anthony's Chapel is that of St. Felix, in 
which are ſome Freſco Paintings by Giotto an Artiſt of 
Florence. 

In the Choir are ſeveral Baſs-Reliefs in Braſs, repre- 
ſenting Hiſtories of the Old and New Teſtament ; among 
which Sampſon dying under the Ruins of the heathen 
Temple, is charmingly executed by Yellano of Padua, a 
Diſciple of Donatello s; the Stalls in the Choir are very 
elegant, being adorned with inlaid Figures in Wood, and 
other Sculptures. 


On 
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On the Left, near the high Altar, is a large Bronze 

Candleſtick of incomparable Workmanſhip. On the Al- 
tar are fix large Silver Candleſteks about fix Feet high, 
and in the Middle a Crucifix of the ſame Metal ſtill tall- 
er. Behind this Altar, which is inſulated or detached 
from the Wall, is a Chapel intended as a Repoſitory for 
the Reliques belonging to this Church. 
The Altar of St. Francis is very beautiful, being 
adorned with Pietre commeſſè, beſides four Pillars of black, 
and two Statues of white Marble; the former repreſent- 
ing Charity, and the latter Grief. | 

Among the many ſtately Monuments in this Church, 
that erected to Catterins Cornelio is one of the moſt re- 
markable. | | 

In the Chapel of the Holy Sacrament, is the Image of 
Eraſmus Gattamelata, in Armour, lying on his Tomb. 

The equeſtrian Statue, with which the Republick of 
Venice honoured the Memory of this General, is by the 
celebrated Architect Donatelio, and ftands in the Area 
before this Church. 

In the Chapel of St. 7o/eph is a beautiful Monument, 
erected to the Memory of two Brothers of the Family of 
Marchetti ; it is of white Marble, and embelliſhed with 
ſeveral Statues. Here is alſo a fine Monument of Pius 
Capilifiius a Venetian General, who died in the Year 1557. 

Ottavio Ferrari, a Profeſſor in this Academy, and ce- 
lebrated for his learned Writings, lies interred between 
the Chapels of St. Felice and del Crocifzffo, with a Monu- 
ment of ſuch Magnificence as few learned Men can boaſt 
of. | 

The famous Sculptor Auguſtino Zotto, has given Proofs 
of his Skill in the Monument of Alexandre Contareni, 
Commander in Chief of the Venetian Fleet, againſt Bar- 
bareſſa the Turkiſh Admiral. 

The celebrated Cardinal Bembo, has here a Statue 
erected to him; but his Remains are interred at Rome 
in the Dominican Church called St. Maria 654 Minerva. 

Near the Gate on the North Side, is a Marble Buſt of 
the celebrated Cornara, a Lady of extraordinary Know- 
ledge in Divinity, Aſtronomy, Mathematicks and Phi- 
joſophy. She is interred in the Church of St. 7u/ina, 
was bern on the fifth of Jane in the Year 1646, ow 

when 
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when ſcarce eleven Years of Age took the Vow of per- 
petual Chaſtity, | : | 4 

In the Oratory or Chapel to the Franciſcan Church of 
which I am now ſpeaking, are three capital Paintings in 
Freſco by 7itien, together with the Monuments of the 
Corrorsfi Family. The Tower of this Church is aſcend- 
ed by three hundred and fifty. Steps, and from the Top 
of it is a chaim vg Proſpect over the extenſive Plain, 
but at the ſame IIe it diſcovers the Nakedneſs of Pa- 
dua, the greateft Part of it being taken up with Gar- 
_ | 

The ſmall Church della Annunciata, is almoſt entirely 
painted in Freſco by Zotti; but has little elſe remarkable. 
The oval Area, near it called Arena, is thought to have 
been anciently an Amphitheatre for exhibiting publick 
Spectacles. The Palace built on it is alſo of an oval 
Figure, and belongs to the noble Yenetian Family of Fo/- 
cari. — 

The Church of St. Augwine is in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Dominican Monks. The high Altar is finely decorated 
with beautiful Sculpture and inlaid Work. 

The Altar in the Sacriſty is grandly adorned with 
Sculptures and Statues of white Marble. 

In the Convent are forty Monks, whoſe Library is not 
large, but prettily arranged. The Manuſcripts are kept 
in a ſeparate Apartment. 

In the great Gallery is ſhewn over the Door a Cell 
where Albertus Magnus is ſaid to have lived, and in ano- 
ther Part of the Convent is a Portrait of him. 

In the Church of St. Bartholomew, belonging to the 
Benedictine Nuns, are ſeveral fine Paintings; but its other 
Ornaments are mean, the Walls being covered only 
with old tattered gilt Leather, 

In the firſt Chapel on the left Hand, entering into the 
Capuchin Church, lies the celebrated Cardinal ob. Fran- 
ceſco Commendor, whoſe Life has been written by Fletcher. 
He died on the ſeventh of January 1584, in the fixty 
ſecond Year of his Ape. | 

The Carmelite Church is finely embelliſhed and is 
worth ſeeing for its Marble Sculptures. 

The Cathedral is ſtill unfiniſhed ; but the Model of it 
is ſuſpended againſt the Wall near the Entrance _ the 
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Church. The Biſhop's Revenue exceeds a hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns. | | 
In the Chapel h the Family of Zabarella, is a 
Picture of the Virgin Mary, ſaid to be painted by St. 
Luke, and which Robert, King of Naples, gave Pe:rarch 
the Poet who preſented it to this Church. | 
On the right Hand of St. Carlo's Altar lies the cele- 
brated Charles Patin, in whoſe Epitaph Mention is made 
of three learned Ladies; namely, Magdalen Ommex his Wife, 
who in 1680, publiſhed a Book intitled Recueil de Re. 


| fleftiones morales & chretiennes ; Gabriel Carola Santa Paulina 


their eldeſt Daughter, who in the ſame Year, held a pub- 
lic Diſputation on ſeveral philoſophical Theſes, her Fa- 
ther ſitting as Præſes; and alſo wrote a Diſſertation to 


| ſhew why the Phoenix was ſtruck on one of Caracalla's 
Coins; and her younger Siſter Carola Catherina Patina, 


who made a publick Oration in Latin at Padua in the 
Year 1683, on Occaſion of raiſing the Siege of Vienna. 
She alſo publiſhed at Padua in 1691, Tabelle ſelecæ & 


| explicate, or Copper. Plates of the moſt curious Paintings 
buy the Artiſts Titian, Paolo Veroneſe, Leon. da. Vinci, Tintoret- 
ii, Baſſano, Holbein, and others, with curious Explana- 
tions. Both Siſters were Members of the Academy of 
the Ricourati at Padua, 


In the Altar belonging to the Church of St. Francis, is 


* a miraculous Image of our Saviour. 


The Church of St. Franceſco di Paola is ſmall but very 


elegant, and has a fine arched Roof. On the high Al- 
tar are ſeveral Marble Statues and a rich Tabernacle. 


The Theatine Church, dedicated to St. Gaetano, is ve- 


ry neat, being entirely lined with Marmo pawonaxxo, or 
a Sort of Violet. coloured Marble, beautifully variegated 
> with white. The Altar is embelliſhed with eight elegant 
* Pillars of white and black Marble, and in the Middle 
is a Piece repreſenting our Saviour's Agony on the 
* Mount, very curiouſly cut in Wood. 


In the Sacriſty are two Pieces, painted by Paolo Vero- 


neſe, which repreſent Martyrdoms. It is well known 
that the Theatines derive their Name from Theati, an 
2 epiſcopal See in the Kingdom of Naples, where that Or- 
der of Monks was firſt inſtituted in the Year 1523. 
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Over the Entrance of the Garden belonging to this 
Church and the neighbouring Convent, are two Iron 
Cannon Balls, and between them a third of white Stone 
faſtened in the Wall, ſaid to have been ſhot into it at the 
Siege of Padua, by the Emperor Maximilian I. 

The Church of St. Juftize is very beautiful, and in ſe- 
veral Particulars reſembles St. Paul's at London. It is di- 
vided into three Iſles, and is very well lighted. Be. 
ſides the high Altar it has no leſs than twenty four Others, 
decorated with beautiful Statues and inlaid Florentine 
Work, in which is a Profuſion of Lapis Laxuli, Mother of 
Pearl, Jaſper, Agate, and the moſt coſtly Marble. Even 
the Pavement before the Altar is of inlaid Work, and 
that of the Church of red, white, and black Marble, 
beautifully intermixed. This Church has nine elegant 
Cupolas, three of which are larger than the reſt, and 
Galleries with a Baluſtrade on the Infide of the Church, 
New Ornaments are daily added ; nor will it's Improve- 
ments ever be diſcontinued ; becauſe large Legacies are 
bequeathed to the Convent as long as any Work is car- 
rying on in this Church, the annual Value of which is 
computed at a hundred thouſand Ducats. The Church 
1s built in the Form of a Latin Croſs, and is in Length, 
including the Choir, an hundred and eighty three com- 
mon Paces, and in Breadth ſeventy eight. The eroſs- 
Iſle is a hundred and twenty eight Paces in Length. 
The Martyrdom of St. Taſting, an excellent Piece 
painted by Paolo Yeroneſe, is placed over the high Altar, 
In the Choir are two Organs oppoſite to each other, 
The Stalls are embelliſhed with Bas-Reliefs of incompa- 
rable Sculpture, repreſenting ſeveral Hiſtories of the Old 
and New Teſtament, and faid to be done by one Richard 
a FrenchArtifſt, who ſpent twenty two Years in this Work. 
Beſides the Remains of St. Jie and other Saints, 
thoſe of St. Lale are depoſited here. This has occationed 
a great Diſpute between the Benedictines, to whom this 
Church JE Convent belongs, and the Franciſcans of St, 

ob's Church at Venice, who likewiſe affirmed that the 

emains of that Evangeliſt were in their Poſſeſſion. Pope 
Gregory the XIII. however decided this Diſpute in Favour 
of the Paduans. Notwithſtanding which, the Head of St. 
Zuke is ſhewn in the Church of the holy Apoſi!2s at —_— 
5 n 
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In chis Church is likewiſe kept the Body of the Apoſtle 


St. Mattheww,. and ſome of the holy Innocents. 


In this Convent are fourſcore Benedi&ines, whoſe Li- 
brary is furniſhed with valuable Manuſcripts, Books, ele- 
gant Sculptures, and has a fine Gallery. The Convent 
conſiſts of, ſeveral Courts, and in the largeſt Cloiſter is 
the Life of St. Benedict painted in Freſco. 

Before St. Juſtiva's Church is a large Area formerly 
called the Campus Martius, but now Prato della Valle. On 
the firſt Saturday of every Month, a Market is held here 
for Cattle; and near the Church is a Ditch, to preſerve 
it ſrom their prophaning this holy Spot, a great Number 
of Martyrs being ſuppoſed to have been put to Death 


there, and thence called : Campo Sando, the holy Field. 


St. Mania delle Gratie, is a fine Church, and belongs to 
the Dominican Monks. | | 
St. Maria de Serui has its Name from the Order of 
Monks in Poſſeſſion of it, who call themſelves. Serws 
Divie Maria, but generally known by the Name of Ser- 
wvites. The Altar in the Middle of the Church, is finely 
ornamented with Marble, and the Tomb of the Civilian 
Paulo ds Caſtro, who died in the fifteenth Century, is 
beautifully decorated with Bronze Bas-Reliefs. 

The Chapel of Zabarcella, in the Church, dedicated 


to St. Philip and St. James, belonging to the Eremetical 


Order of St. Augu/tine, is painted by Andrea Montagna, 
and in the Sacriſty is a Picture of Jobn the Baptiſt, by 
Guido Rheni, Without the Church, againſt the Wall, is 
a Stone Pulpit, in which Martin Luther is ſaid to have 
preached. | 

The Church of St. Thomas of Canterbury, bolongs to 
the Fathers of the Oratory of St. Fillipo Neri, who in a 
Sacriſty, have aſſigned five ſeparate burying Vaults for ſo 
many different Ciaſſes of Men, Women, and Children. 

Among the civil Edifices of Padua, il Palazzo della 


{ Raggione, or the Town-Houle, is elteemed the principal, 


though the great Hall doth not deſerve the Praiſe common 


Fame hath beſtowed upon it. The Plan is rhomboi- 


dal, a hundred and twenty four common Paces in 
Length, and forty three in Breadth. The Roof is lof- 
ty, ſtrengthened with Iron Bars, and covered with Lead. 
Un the Cieling Giotto, and 8 of his Diſciples have 
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allegorically repreſented the Influences of the Sun in the 
twelve Signs of the Zodiac ; but this Apartment has not 
a proper Light for tine Paintings, nor are they kept in 
proper Order. Over the firſt Door on the left Hand, is a 
Statue of Livy the Hiſtorian. The fecond Door is de- 
corated with the Buſt of Albertus Patavinus, Over the 
Door of the Hall, on the other Side of the Building, is 
a Stone Image of Pietro Aponi: And over the other Door 
the Statue of Paulus Patavinus. 

The Paduans are firmly perſuaded, that the Bones 
found in a leaden Cheſt, in. St.- Juſtina's Church, in the 
Year 1413, are actually thoſe of Titus Livy," and accord- 
ingly were brought with great Solemnity to the Council. 
Hoaſe, at the Requeſt of Miccone Polentoni, Chancellor of 
Padua, and indeed the Reſtorer of Learning in Tab. 

In the Hall of the Council-Houſe at Padua, is a 
Monument, with a Buft of the Marchioneſs of Ob:xx;, 
who, when a Gentleman of Padua, mm the Abſence of 
her Huſband, found Means to get Admittance into her 
Chamber, choſe rather to be ſtabbed by her Raviſher, 
who was irritated at her Reſiſtance, than yield to his 
Deſires. The Villain found Means to eſcape the Hand 
of Juſtice, but was afterwards ſhot through the Head by 
the Marchioneſs's Son. . 

The chief Magiſtrate's Apartment, or i Paluzzo di 
Poteſta, joins the Council-Houſe, where the Buſts, Por- 
traits, and Arms, of ſuch as have been inveſted with the 
Dignity of Poteſta; are depoſited. 

The City Library is alſo in this Palace, and is greatly 

1 Aemo, 
who repaired and beautified this Structure, and when the 
Books were damaged, and grown mouldy by the Damp- 
neſs. of the Weather and Rain, cauſed them to be clean- 
ed, and the Damages they had ſuſtained, repaired. 

1! Palazzo del Capitaneo, is ſituated in a beautiful Area, 
called P:azza de Nobili. The Structure is well contrived, 
and the ſecond Story has a fine Gallery, ſupported by 
ſeventy three Pillars of red Marble. The Tower is a 

ood. Piece of Architecture, and the Clock ſhews the 
Courſe of the Sun and Moon. | 
The Palace of the Tyrant Ezzelini, or Acciolini, has 


Tpacious Vaults, and ſerves both for an Arſenal and 


Grainery 
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Grainery. This old Caſtle, which was begun in the 
Vear 1242, is ornamented with two Towers. On the 
Baſtions, near All-Saints-Gate, is a Marble Lion. 

Near the Mill-Bridge are thirty Mills, within a (mall 
Diſtance of each other, and on the ſame Stream, 

The fineſt private Houſe of the whole City is / Pa- 
lazzo di Stranzo, which is adorned with the Portraits of 
ſeveral noble Perſonages, but the Garden is not yet 
compleated. r 33 4 | | 
In the Court of the Pglazzo de Mantua; is erefted a 
large Coloſſal Picture. 252 ow :- 

In the Palace of Count Franceſco Capo di Liſta, is a 
wooden Horſe, of ſuch prodigious Magnitude, that it 
cannot be put in the firſt Story, it not being ſufficient to 
contain it. The Horſe is the Family Arms; but for what 
Reaſon ſo enormous a Statue of that Creature could 
be made, is impoſſible to diſcover. My Guide aſſured 
_ that this was the very identical wooden Horſe of 
Troy. | 
13 the Cabinets of Bonaviti, Silwatics, Zabarel- 


la, Tomaſini, and Laxaria, were well worth ſeeing, but 


they are now diſperſed. However, Dr. Margani, has a 
good Collection of Curioſities. But the maſt valuable 
in this City is that of the late famous Phyſician Ant ho- 
ny Valeſnieri, who died in the Year 1730, leaving behind 
him a Son of the ſame Name. It conſiſts of ſeveral 
Curioſities, Petrifactions, Egyptian Idols, Hetreſcan V afes, 
ancient Marble Buſts, and Heads; among which is one 
of Junius Brutus, and two of Jupiter. 

Among the Pleaſure Gardens in Padua, that of An- 
ala, a noble Venetian, is finely adorned with Statues, 
but the Garden of Papafava, excels all others with re- 
gard to its ſpacious Walks of large Orange, Cypreſs, and 
other Ever-greens, which are diſpoſed in fine Rows 
and Labyrinths. Here are ſome Hedges of Box grown 
to the Height of thirteen or fourteen Feet. 

The Air round Padua is eſteemed very healthful, 
though few Cities have ſo many Apothecaries as Padua, 
in Proportion to the Number of Inhabitants. 

Vipers are not ſo good one Year as another, thoſe 
taken in the Neighbourhood of Rome, are counted the 
beſt, and on that Account, great Quantities are ſent 

H 2 Tomy 
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from thence to Venice, as an Ingredient in the Theriace 
Andromachi, or Venice Treacle. As venomous Animals 
have their Poiſon more powerful and efficacious in warm 
Climates and dry Soils, conſequently thoſe about Padua, 
a cool and moiſt Country, muſt be inferior in Virtue to 
thoſe of Rome. | 

The Territory of Padua is ſubject to Storms, particu» 
larly thoſe from the Sea-coaſt, are extremely violent. 

For the Honour of the Muſes, and the better In- 
ſtruction of Youths in the Univerſity, Houſes for 
the Donne Libre, or Donne del Mondo, are publickly tole- 
rated at Padua. Theſe Ladies have their reſpective 
Dwellings appointed them, where they live together in a 
kind of Society, and offer their Service to the Publick. 
And that ſo laudable an Inſtitution may not be liable to 
any Objection, it is the particular Province of ſome Phy- 
ſicians to make frequent, and ſtrict Enquiry among theſe 
Donne, leaſt any bad Conſequences enſue to ſuch youn 
People as converſe with them. There are two of ches 
publick Temples of Venus in the City of Padua: And 
what is ſomething ſingular, one of them joins to the 
Convent of the Eremitical Fathers, and the other to a 
Nunnery of St. Blaze. 

The Jews have alſo a particular Quarter alloted in the 
City, and afe not ſuffered to reſide in any other Part. 


Pe dua, — May, 
1730. 
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The Country about ABANo, CaTajo, BaTAGLIA, 
ARqua, &c. deſcribed. 


SIR, | 
\ NV Traveller deſirous of Improvement, cannot 


think his Time loſt in making an Excurſion into 
the Country, to the South of Padua. The Vil- 

lage of Abano, in Latin Aponum, about four Talian Miles 
and a Half from that City, is much frequented in Sum- 
mer, on Account of the warm Baths in its Neighbour- 
hood. 

A Villa belonging to Cornelio Carnaro, is decorated 
with ſeveral excellent Paintings; two ancient Monu- 
ments with Greek Inſcriptions ; an old Picture of the Poet 
Petrarch, and, oppoſite to it, that of his beloved Laura. 

There was lately found at Abano, a very curious an- 
tique Monument, and at preſent ſtands on a Pillar near 
the College of Padua. | 

If Pliny, by the Fontes Patavini, means the Baths of 
Mano, not one of them at preſent emits any Smell, as 
he has obſerved of them ; yet they contain three Sorts of 
Water, of very different Qualities. Some of the Springs 
1 great Quantities of Sulphur, and have particular 

ooms for bathing; where, by Means of Steps, you de- 
ſcend to any Depth required. Others again are boiling 
hot; from which the Water iſſues in ſuch Quantity, as 
to drive a Mill at the Diſtance only of twenty Paces 
from the Source, and ftill continues hot at that Di- 
ſtance. | 

The wooden Pipes, by which the Water is conveyed 
to theſe Baths, are incruſtated with a white Japideous 
Subſtance, not eaſily ſeparated from the Wood, The 
exact Impreſſions of the Veins and Knots of which, on 
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this Coneretion, give it the perfect Reſemblance of pe- 
tried Wood. 4 | * 
A Sudatory, or Sweating-Place, has been erected here 
the Effect of which is produced by the Steam of th 
Water. Some of the Springs, which, are lukewarm 
are ſaid to be impregnated with Lead ; and others from 
their rediſh Sediment, and other Indications ſeem to be fer- 
ruginous. Here is alſo a Bagno di Fango, or muddy 
Bath, where arthritick Diſorders have been cured by the 
external Application of the warm Sediment. 
To the Left of this Road, ſtands a ſtately Palace, cal- 
led Inganno, built by Dolfini. 3 
The Diſtance between Mano and Catajo, is five Lalian 
Miles. The latter belongs to a Gentleman of the Ob:z- 
gi Family, the remarkable Actions, of which, painted 
in Freſco, in ſeveral Apartments of this Palace, are by 
the celebrated Paolo Verone/e, and with proper Explana- 
tions aver them. | 
The upper Story is decorated with fine Paintings, 
among which is the Portrait of the Marchioneſs 4 Obixxi, 
in Honour of whom a Statue has been ereded in the 
Council-Houſe at Padua. Here is alfo a Picture of the 
famous Florentine Horſe, whoſe Mane was of an uncommon 
"Length. Here are 3 Gardens, with Grottos, a 
Menagery, a Theatre, Ball- Reom, Armory, and in ſhort, 
every Thing neceſſary to render it a commodious and 
delightful Seat. | 
Ihe Village of Monſelice, in Latin Mons-/ilicus, lies 
near this Villa; and the little Town of Batagha, ſo cal- 
led from from the rapid Conflux of two mall Rivers, is 
only an Itallan Mile from Catajo. About three Valian 
Miles from Bataglia lies Arqua, or Arquato, famous as 
having been the Reſidence, and burial Place of Franceſco 
Petrarcha. : 
The Houſe where Petrarch liv'd, ſtands on a Hill, a 
little Way from Arguato. | 3 
The Memory of the Poet is preſerved in ſeveral of 
the” Apartments by allegorical Paintings, in Freſco; 
'Copper-Plates of which, and of ſome Pieces of his Fur- 
niture, ſtill remaining in this Houſe, may be ſeen in Zac. 
Phil. Tothafm's Prrrarcha rediviuun. 
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In e from Arquato to Padua, the Road is 

ightful Country, interſperſed with many 
Villas belonging to Families of Diſtinctign. The No- 
bility of the Diſtrict of Padua, had formerly a criminal 


jurjſdiction over their Vaſſals; but the Caſtellani of Sal- 


VaZ2ano, having deprived a Woman of her Sight ſor a 


Theft, the Republick of Padua, under Pretence that ſuch 


a Power was liable to egregious Abuſes, embraced the 
Opportunity of depriving them of the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice over their Vaſſals. This happened in the Vear 
1120, and the Loſs of this Privilege was confirmed by 
an Edict, in the Year 1205, under the Penalty of Death 


to ſuch as ſhould dare to reaſſume it for the Time to 


come; and the Republick appointed Ped:ftas in dif- 
ferent Places, who ſtill adminiſter Juſtice, or ought to. 
do ſo; the Yenetians making it their common Boaſt, that 
their Subjects are happier than the reſt of the World, in 
that they always find Pane in Piazza, © Bread in their 
« Market,” and Giuftitia in Palazzo, * Juſtice in their 
« Courts.” But I would not adviſe -any Foreigner to 
Put the latter Article to the Trial. 


J am, &c. 
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LETTER Un 


Obſervations on the City of VENICE; with an Ae- 


count of the Operas, Carnivals, and other Diverſions 
common in that City. | | | , 
Stix, 

HE Diſtance betwixt Padua and Venice, is reckon- 

ed twenty-five Italian Miles; and the Paſſage by 

Water is performed in eight Hours, The Bar- 


ques or Barges made uſe of for this Purpoſe, are com- 


modiouſty fitted up, being adorned with Windows, 
Sculpture and Painting. A Barge of this Kind, called 
Kt: ö Brucello, 
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Brucello, or Burchiello, may be hired for a fingle Perſon, 
or a whole Company together, for a Lonis d'Or at the 
moſt. We went as far as the Lagune, or Flats, on a 
Canal, and the River Brenta, which, by Means of four 
Sluices, is rendered ſo commodious, that the Boats may 
be drawn. along by Horſes. This Paſſage is pleaſant, 
on Account of the Proſpects which every where delight 
the Eye. About two J/talian Miles from Padua, on the 
left Hand, ſtands a fine Houſe, with charming Gardens, 
belonging to a Gentleman of the Name of Giovanelli. 
An Avenue of Cypreſs Trees, Quickſet Hedges, Summer- 
Houſes, Alcoves, and a great Number of curious Statues, 
are no ſmall Embelliſhment to theſe Gardens. Three 
Miles diſtant from this Villa are the Gardens of Signior 
Piſani, which, except the Borromeo Iſles, are the fineſt I 
remember to have ſeen in Tahy. 1 do not here include 
the lofty Palaces, and other Edifices in the Gardens at 
Rome, but the Contrivance and beautiful Diſpoſition of 
the Gardens themſelves. This Hilla probably exceeded 
many others, with regard to the Magnificence of its 
Building at the Time it was erefted ; but at prefent you 
muſt. be ſatished with fine Proſpects, Wilderneſſes, 
Theatres, beautiful Hedges, Rows of Lemon Trees, 
Alcoves, and Statues of curious Workmanſhip. Above 
twenty Years have already been ſpent in Improvements, 
and incredible Sums expended upon it. 

Five Miles further, towards Venice, are the Gardens of 
Signior Yenero, which could not fail pleaſing every Spec- 
tator, if he had not ſeen thoſe of Pi/am. | 
Five Talian Miles from Venice are the Shallows, on 
which, at low Water, you may almoſt every where touch 
the Bottom with a Pole. On the South Side of Venice, 
the Sea is of a greater Depth, particularly in certain 
Places; but Veſſels of any conſiderable Burden, cannot 
come up to the City on any Side, which 1s no ſmall Se- 
curity to it. from Invaſions. On the Side towards the 
Terra Firma, all imaginable Care 1s taken to prevent the 
ſhallow Parts from becoming dry Land, by which Means 
the City would be deprived of its advantageous Si- 
tuation. 

The City is defended from the Violence of the Waves 
by ſeveral ſmall Hands; namely, St. Ergo, il Lide of 
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Paleftrina, and il Lido di Malamocco; the laſt of which is 
fituated about two Ialian Miles from the City. 
The Sac, or Viſitatores, a Kind of Cuſtom-Houſet 
Officers, keep a ſharp Look-out in the Lagune, that no 
contraband s are. brought into the City, without 
paying Duty ; but, for. a ſmall Gratuity, you paſs-un- 
moleſted. | | | * zo 
It muſt be owned, that tte great Number of Iſlands: 
diſperſed in the Sea, with the Churches and other mag- 
nificent Buildings towering above the Water, give the 
City a very magnificent Appearance at a Diſtance ; and 
the Canals, which in-moſt Parts of the City, run cloſe to 
the Houſes, excites an Admiration in Strangers, as the 
Sight is very uncommon. But; excepting the Piazza of 
St. Mark, and a few other Places, Venice may be ſaid, 
without Injuſtice, to have nothing beautiful or grand, 
when compared with many other Cities in Tay. I Ca- 
nale Maggiore, or the great Canal, is very beautiful, on 
Account of its Breadth, and has ſome. grand Houſes on 
its Banks; but the others are crooked and narrow, and 
in Summer Time emit a bad Smell, from the great Quan- 
tity of Filth daily running into them. The Tide ebbs 
and flows here about every ſix Hours; and Spring-Tides 
riſe about four or five Feet, but is not ſufficient to cleanſe 
the ſmall Canals. Ne uh 
The Gondolas glide very ſwiftly on theſe Canals, but 
afford a. gloomy. SpeQacle ; being. painted Black, and 
trimmed with black Cloth,. or Serge. They will not 
carry above four or five Perſons ; — . it is impoſſible 
to ſtand upright in one of theſe Gondolas, it has the Ap- 
pearance of going into a Hearſe covered with Black. 
The Fare of a Gondolier is ſeven or eight Livres a Day, 
except on Holy Thurſday, when they raiſe their Price. 
The noble Venetiant themſelves are obliged to paint and 
trim their Gondolas with Black, in order to prevent an 
ambitious Emulation among them, in excelling one ano- 
ther in the Splendor of theſe naval Equipages. The 
Lady of a noble Venetian, for the firſt or ſecond Year af- 
ter her Marriage, is indulged with greater Freedom in 
this Reſpect. And Foreigners may purchaſe what Gon- 
dolas they pleaſe ; but ow tarry long enough in this 


City to make uſe of this Indulgence. So that the only 
H q Perions 
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Perfons here who diftngaith themſelves by ſplendid Gon- 
89» are. the, foreign Miniſters ; who make their 2 
eſe. Vehicles, decorated with the finest Pain 
Gildi ng, , and + ture. The Canals interſe& the 3 — 
City z 8 by Mears of ſmall Bridges, of which 1548 
are above five” hundred, you may go a great Wa; 
Land; , Moſt of the, Houſes that 4-24 the Water, Bal 
Back ofs to the Streets, by which they have a Com- 
munication, by the Bridges, With one another. The 
Streets are ve narrow, and, after Rain very ſlippery ; 
but particular Care ought to be taken, in croſſing thoſe 
idges, the Steps and Pavement being of the , ſame 
White Stone as the Streets. 
The City of Venice, according to ſome, ſtands on 
fixty Iſlands ; but others increaſe the Number to ſeventy- 
two. Indeed, if all the Spots which have ſucceſſively 
appeared above the Water i in the Lagune, are to be count- 
h 29 ds, the Number will {till be greater. It is End 
bable that ſome Parts of the City 2 originally Illan 
ſo as to require no Art or Labour to moe them BB. 
compact. Perhaps the whole Foundation was formerly 
a Terra Firma, as it would otherwiſe be difficult to con- 
ceive how Springs of freſh Water ſhould be found here. 
e Number of theſe amount to near two hundred ; but 
many are ſo indifferent, that the principal F amilies pre- 
ſerve Rain Water in Ciſterns, or are ſupplied with Water 
from the Brenta. 
In the Ifland of St. Helena is a Well, the Water of 
Which is very convenient for the Bakers, who bake 
r, and Biſcuit for the Supply of the Army and 


| . Circumference of the City of Venice is about ſix 
Tallan Miles, and takes up about two Hours to make 
the Circuit of it in a Gondola. The Inhabitants are 
ſuppoſed to be about two hundred thouſand, including 
chole of the Iſlands of Murano, la Guideca, and thoſe who 
live on board the Barges. 

Among the Diverſions of this City, the Carnival is 
generally counted the chief; but I queſtion whether an 
impartial Judge would be of that Opinion. 

Young Perſons, indeed, who delight only in Debau 
chery and Licentiouſneſs, may here tire themſelves, if 
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not ſatiate chai Deſires ;: but theſe Diverſions, as well as 
others, practiſed on Feſtivals, eſpecially on Aſcenſion- 
Day, are of ſuch a Nature, that thoſe — find any real 
Pleaſure in them, muſt have abandoned all Regard to 
Virtue. + 

The Courtiſans who offer their Favours here, are 
abſolutely loſt to all Senſe of Modeſty and common De- 
cency; and the greateſt Part of them have for their De- 
baucheries and villainous Practices, been driven out of 
the neighbouring Dominions, and often: bear on their 
Backs, the Marks of the Puniſhment they have ſuffered 
by the Hands of the Common Hangman 

The {e/ians are very fond of Maſquerades, and ge- 
nerally appear in Maſques during the whole Time of the 


h —.— except from the preceding Friday to the Shrove- 


"> the laſt Day of that jovial Seaſon. 
tranger is foon tired of their Ridattos; and, as the 


Purſes of moſt Travellers will not permit them to game 
high, it would be imprudent to venture too far in this Di- 
verſion, [eſpecially as the Cards are different from what he 
has been accuſtomed to. A noble Yenetian always holds 


the Bank in the Ridotto Room, and cloſe by every 
Banker, fit two Ladies in Maſques, who are allowed to put 
him in Mind of any Miſtakes he . chance to commit 


to his Diſadvantage. ' 


The grand Scene of all the Follies exhibited during 
the Carnival, is in the'Piazzo di St. Marco, where Moun- 


tebanks, Buffoons, and others who live by preying on 
the Vulgar-and Innocent, erect their Stages and Booths, 


to exhibit their Shews. But the moſt ridiculous of all, 
are the old Women and Men, who ſit on a Table, and 
are conſulted like Oracles, concerning future Events and 
the Succeſs of Enterprizes. Theſe Fortune-tellers, in 

order to deliver their oracular Anſwers, in ſuch a Con. 
courſe of People, with the greater Security and Secrecy, 
make uſe of a long Speaking-Trumpet, the ſmall End of 
which the Conſulters apply to their Mouths, and con- 


vey. their Enquiries by a Whiſper, while the Conjurer 


lays his Ear to the other Aperture, and inverts the Trum- 
pet to reſolve the Propoſer's Queſtions. It is diverting 
to ſee ſimple Girls, whoſe Looks and Behaviour betray 


— deal of Fear and Confuſion, coming up to thele 
H 6 Fortune- 
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Fortune: tellers, to enquire the Fate of their Amours, 
Theſe Impoſtors, in order to the greater Credit, place 
ſome paltry Globes, and o aſtronomical Inſtruments 
ona Table before them. 

In the Piazzas round St. Mar#'s 3 are ſeveral 
Coffee-Houſes, chiefly frequented” by Foreigners. For- 
merly the Company might fit down, and converſe to- 
gether at their Eaſe; but that Cuſtom has been pro- 


| hibited, and no Benches or Chairs allowed, a Diſcovery 


having. been made, that the Son of Balgaus, the impe- 


tial Envoy, had taken the Opportunity of a Carnival to 


diſcourſe with feveral of the Venetian Nobility in Maſques. 
The Uſe of Maſques is allowed, not only in Carnival 
Time, but alſo on ſeveral other Occaſions; as on the 
- four publick Feaſts of the Republick, at the Regatta or 
Rowing- Matches, and other Diverſions in Honour of 
foreign Princes; at the Nuptials of one of the Nobles ; 


on dle Election of Procurators of St. Mars, and of Pa- 


tricians, and alſo when they enter upon their Office ; at 
the publick Entry of Ambaſſadors, the Patriarch, or Pri- 
micerio, and the like. The Venetian Ladies are impatient 
for theſe Oceaſions, and their Huſbands equally watchful 
to preſerve the Honour of the Marriage Bed. Nor is it 
adviſable to commence any Intrigue with theſe bewitch- 
ing Syrens, there having been Inſtances of its being 
attended with the moſt fatal Conſequences. 

On the laſt Thw//day of the Carnival, when Licen- 
vouſnefs is carried to its greateſt Pitch, Bulls are baited. 
in ſeveral: Streets, particularly in St. Mark's Square. 
Theſe Fete de Tori may alſo be ſeen every Friday Morn- 

near the Shambles. 

The Italian Plays in . are viretchiad: Per- 
formances ; and even thoſe of Venice not much better. 
As the whole Deſign of the Actors is to raiſe a Laugh. 
among the: Audience, they uſe all Kind. of Grimaces, 
and even Poſtures offenſive to Modeſty. 

Among the prineipal Diverſions, both of the Cam- 
val and Aſcenſion Time, may be reckoned. the. /ta/iar 
Opera; but it will be neceſſary for: me to ſee one of theſe. 
Entertainments at Venice, before I undertake a Deſcrip- 
tion. It muſt, indeed, be allowed, that the Ita- 
lam urgals all other Nations in theſe 1 
an 
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and it is an unpardonable Vanity in the French to pretend 
to place their Opera Muſick in Competition with that 
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of the ,d i ooh wil marian ot vine yes 
'- Interludes, ing of Drolleries and | diverting 


| Songs, have been introduced by the 7ta/rans, between the 


Acts of their Opera, in order to pleaſe the Audience. 


They alſo exhibit ſeveral figured Dances, which how- 
ever are not comparable With the Opera Dances at 


F 


Paris. Woti $1632 £ et) Ii ESTI * 4 a 
If a Traveller cannot contrive to be at Venice in Car- 
nival Time, the beſt Way is to order his Route ſo as to 


be there about Aſcenſion-Day ; and if one of the two 


muſt be omitted, I would adviſe it ſhould be the Carni- 


val: For the Aſcenſion Feſtival has all the Diverſions of 


the Carnival, as Maſquerades and Operas, without any 
Ridottos, or the diſſolute Revellings of: the latter; which 


are ſufficiently compenſated by the Delightfulneſe of the 
Seaſon, the annual Fair, and the Solemnity of the 


Doge's Marriage with the Sea. This Fair begins on the 
Sunday before Aſcenſion-Day, and laſts till Whitſunday; 


during which Time, St. Mark's Square is filled wich 
Stalls, forming ſeveral Streets, and all Kinds. of Goods. 
are expoſed to Sale at the Shops in the narrow Streets 
called Le Mercerie, contiguous to that Square. 


On Aſcenſion-Eve the Veſpers are very magnificently. 
performed, and tl. e miraculous Blood of our Saviour, 


and other precious Reliques kept in St. Maris Treaſury, 
expoſed to publick View in the Cathed il. 
On Aſcenſion- Day about Ten in the Morning, after 
a Signal given by firing of Guns, and ringing of Bells, the 


Doge, or when he happens to be indiſpoſed, the Vice 


„who is always one of the fix Conſeglieri, goes on 
board the Bucentaur, and being accompanied by ſeveral 


thouſand Barques and Gondolas, Gallies finely decorated, 
and the ſplendid Yachts of Ambaſſadors, is rowed about 
two hundred Paces out to Sea, between the Iſlands of 


St. Eraſmo, and i Lido di Malamocca. In. the mean Time 
the Patriarch (who that Morning, according to an an- 
cient Cuſtom, in Commemoratian. of the ſimple Diet of 
the Clergy in former Days, is treated in the Olwetan 


Convent, on the Iſland of St. Helena, with Cheſnuts and 


Water) together with ſeveral of the Clergy, come on 
2 * ; board. 
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to their 8 The pany is pray both at his 
Arrival and' on his Return, by the Cannon of a Fort on 
the Lido, and with the Small 42 of the Soldiers, drawn 
up along the Shore of the Lide; together with the Guns 
from the Caſtle on the Iſland of Raſina, or Eraſno. Both 
Iſlands are only two 7zalian Miles from the: City; and 
from an Eminence on the Lido, is a diſtant View of chis 
grand Proceſſion, and the vaſt Number of Gallies which 
Almoſt cover the Surface of the Water, and hen n 
pearancte. 
N wenn Time ſome Hynins are ſung on board the 
*Bucentaur, by the Band of Muſick: belonging to the 
= Church of St. Mart, and particular Prayers appointed 
for the Occaſion are ſaid, till the Doge has paſſed the two 
| Forts of Lids and St. Eraſino, and then he proceeds a 
little towards the Lids Shore, with the Stern of his Barge 
turned to the open Sea. Here the Patriarch pours out 
ſome Water which has been conſecrated. with particular 
Prayers, and is ſaid to have the Virtue of allaying Storms 
and the raging Waves. After this the Doge drops a 
Gold Ring into the Sea, through a Hole — his 
at the ſame Time repeating theſe Words, * te 
Mare, in fgnum weri tuigue Dominii, ** We eſpouſe 
e thee, O Sea; in Token of our real and perpetual Do- 
minien over thee.” The Ring is of Gold, but plain 
and without any Stones, ſo as hardly to be worth more 
than three or four Dollars. This Ceremony is ſaid to 
have been firſt inſtituted by Pope — III. in Ac- 
-knowledgment for the Aſſiſtance granted him by the Ve- 
netiant: For under the Doge Sebaptiand Ziani, in the Vear 
117%, they not only defeated; in a Sea - Fight, but alſo 
took Priſoner Ort, Son to the Emperor Frederict I. the 
Truth of the whole Story is, however, dubious. 
The Doge, in his Return, goes aſhore on the Ifland of 
Dia, where he hears Maſs performed by the Patriarch, 
| in the Church of St. Nicholas. In the Evening the prin- 
| cipal Members of the Council, and all who accompanied 
the Doge in the Bucentaur, are entertained at the dacal 
Palace. The Deſert, repreſenting Gondolas, Caſtles, 
and other Figures, is expoſed all Day to publick ee 
; e 
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The Name Bucentaur is ſaid to be derived from the firſt 
Veſſel uſed in this Solemnity, which had a Centaur carved 
upon it. Bu, in the ancient Language of this City, ſig 
nifies huge, and this alſo is the import of the Gree 
Particle Bu, as is evident from Varro de re Ruſtica. 
In the Arſenal are ſhewn three ſuch Barges, the oldeſt 
of which was built in the Year 1520, the ſecond in 160g, 
and the third about two Vears ago. It may be eaſily 
ſuppoſed, , that in Proceſs of Time, theſe. Barges have 
been gradually improved in Point of Magnificence. 
The neweſt Bucentaur, which is a Sort of Galeaſs, is one 
hundred Feet in Lengih, and twenty-one in Breadth, 
with forty-two Benches for Rowers, which are concealed 
under the two great Cabins, and on every Bench are 
four Rowers. The Bucentaur is not manned with Galley. 
Slaves, but with Men belonging to the Arſenal, who on 
this Occaſion have n Pay. The Bucentaur 
continues in the Arſenal, dry, and under Cover, till about 
eight Days before this Solemnity, when it is launched, 
and remains on the Water eight Days after the Cere- 
OZ OG NITRO 8 2 2 
The Sculpture on the new Bucentauy repreſents the 
Pagan Deities of the Sea, Nymphs, Rivers, Sea-Animals 
and, Shells; together with the Statues. of Juſtice, Truth, 
Fidelity, Vigilance, Peace, Plenty, Apollo, the nine Muſes, 
the twelve Months of the Year, and ſeveral other emble- 
matical Figures-adapted to the Occahon. The Gilding, 
which is finely executed, was performed by Giovanni 
Adami, a Native of Venice, and colt between ten and 
twelve thouſand. Silver Ducats. But it muſt be confeſſed, 
that the fineſt Yacht belonging to the King of Great 
Britain, makes a more ſplendid Appearance, though it 
coſt a much leſs Sum than the former.  - 

There are three Officers on board the Bucentaur, under 
the Title of Admirals; the firſt called Admiral of the 
Arſenal, the ſecond Admiral of the Porto del Lido, and 
the third Admiral of de Porto di Malamocco. The firſt 
who commands in the Veſſel, has a moſt ridiculous Oath 
impoſed upon him; namely, that he will bring the Doge 
ſafely back to the City, in Spite of Storms and Tempeſts. 
He 3s. not, indeed, in any great Danger of forfeiting 
his Oath; for, if a briſk Gale happens to blow, the 

Solemnity 


** 
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Solemnity is poſtponed till. the enſuing. Sunday. This 
Caution Ae from an exceſſive Che for the Do 
and the Signora; and, at the ſame Time, ſerves to detain 
Strangers here, who reſort from the Terra Firma, by 
which Means more Money is ſpent in this City. 

In the Afternoon of Aſcenſion-Day, the Cor, or 
Canale di Murano, is covered with Boats and Gondolas, 
rowing for Prizes or Wagers; and it is ſurpriſing to ob- 
ſerve the Dexterity with which they keep clear of each 
other. Moſt of the Gondolas are filled with Maſques, 
who ftrive to excel each other in Mirth and Harmony. 
When any foreign Prince, or Nobleman of Diſtinction 
or Nobility, viſits Venice, the Republick generally enter- 
tains them with a Regatta, or Rowing-Match of Gon- 
dolas, on the grand Canal. 

Another Kind of Diverſion was formerly exhibited on 
a Bridge near the Church of St. Barnabas, which con- 
fiſted in a mock Engagement, between the Caftellani and 
"Nicelati. During this Combat ſeveral on both Sides 


were thrown.into the Water, over the Bridge, which is 


ſeven common Paces broad, and eighteen in Length, 
without any Baluſtrade or Fence ; 2 an Engage- 
ment of this Kind was to be exhibited, the Water under 
it was rendered deeper than uſual-: They were not al. 
lowed to ſeize or ſcratch one another, but ſhew- their 
ang and Dexterity. This Diverſion has been for 
ſome. Time ſuppreſſed, a very dangerous Tumult having 
been occaſioned by it, in which the Populace thre 
Stones at the Houſes, in which the Nobles were poſted. 
to ſee the Battle, and encourage the Combatants, 


"are. - Dd Jan, &e... 
Fenice, May, 1730. 5 
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An Account of the Docs, SkNATE, Nogriir y, In- 
QUISITION, Portice, Ducat-PaLace, PRA Zz zo 
DI S. Marco, Mixr, PusLIc-LImRARY, GRAND 
ARSENAL, and MikTTARY FORCES of VENICE, 


SIR, 


| \ S Sanſovinn, Didier, Amelct and Others have fo 


particularly deſcribed the Form of Government 
in the Republick of Venice, it will be needleſs to 
repeat it here. 

The Doge is juſtly ſaid to be“ a King with regard to 
© his Robes, a Senator in the Council Houſe, a Priſp- 
© ner in the City, and a. private Man out. of it.” 
Neither his Sons nor Brothers are permitted to enjoy any 
great Offices in the City, nor to accept of Embaſſies 
without the Senate's Conſent ; of a Fief from a foreign 
Prince; nor a Benefice- from the Pope. Even the Doge 
himſelf is not permitted to marry the Siſter or Relation 
of a Prince without the Permiſſion of the grand Coun- 
cil. After his Deceaſe, his Adminiſtration is ſtriftly ex- 
amined, and frequent Opportunities offer of laying a 
heavy Fine on his Heirs, for. his Mal-adminiſtration. 
Even during his Life-time he is ſubject to the Decrees of 
the State-inquiſition ; the Preſident, of which has the 
Privilege of viſiting at all Times, his moſt ſecret Cloſets, 
ſearch his Bed and all his Writings, without his daring 
to ſhew the leaſt Reſentment; In Affairs of State he has 
not the leaſt Prerogative ; nor can he leave the City 
without the Confent of the Senate ; and during his Stay 
on the Terra-firma, he is conſidered only as a. private 
Nobleman. | „ima: e brad = 

The yearly Revenue of his Office amounts, to about 
twelve. thouland Dollars ; or four thouſand Pounds 155 
8 | 0 2 3 
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ling, which is ſpent in defraying the Expences of four 
Entertainments he is obliged to give every Year. He 
does not dare to take the ſmalleſt Preſent from any fo- 
reign Prince ; - nor can he reſign his Dignity, though he 
may be depoſed. Even Inftances are to be found of ſe- 
veral Doges, who have been executed according to their 
different Sentences ; and ſome puniſhed with the Loſs of 
their Eyes. | 
It is ſurpriſing that under the above Circumſtances, 
the Dignity of a Doge of Venice ſhould be ſo eagerly 
ſought after ; but it muſt be remembered, that the hu- 
man Heart is captivated with external Pomp and Splen- 
dor; and the State and Retinue of the Doge on all Oc- 
caſions, is very ſplendid. He is Preſident in all Coun- 
cils; and in the great Council he has two Votes. All 
the Courts riſe when he approaches, while on the contra- 
Ty, he never riſes from his Seat, nor takes off his Cap, 
or Corno, except at the Elevation of the Hoſt at Mats, 
or before a Prince of royal Blood, or a Catdinal, to 
whom he always gives the right Hand. His Name is 
alſo ſtamped on the Coin of the Republick ; all publick 


Letters and Credentials are directed to the Doge, and 


anſwered in his Name. He has likewiſe the Nomination 
of the Canons and Primicerio, or Dean of St. Mar#'s 
Church. He preſents to the lower Offices of the Palace, 
and creates Knights, with ſeveral other conſiderable 
Privileges. Dt 

In order as much as as poſſible to prevent all Intrigues 
in the Election of a Doge, it is conducted in the follow- 
ing Manner: After the Funeral of the late Doge, the 
whole grand Council is aſſembled, except thoſe under 
thirty Vears of Age, who are excluded. A Number 
of Balls equal to the Numbers of Perſons preſent, which 
_ amounts to above a thouſand, are put into a 

eſſel, thirty of which are gilt with Gold, and the. reſt 
with Silver. Every one of the Nobles according to his 
Seniority draw a Ball, and thoſe who draw the golden 
Balls, withdraw into a private Room to continue the 
Election; but in drawing the golden Balls, leſt two 
or three Perſons of the ſame Family, ſhould be appoint- 
ed Electors, all the Relations of that Nobleman who has 
drawn a gilt Ball, are obliged: to withdraw ; and for 
_— every 
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every Perſon that retires on this Account, a filver- Ball 
is taken out of the Veſſel that none may remain. After 
this the thirty Electors, who have drawn the golden Balls, 
draw a fecond Time out of another Veſſel, in which 
there are twenty one filver and nine golden Balls. The 
nine who draw theſe golden Balls, chooſe forty other 
Electors, all of different Families, but are allowed to 
name themſelves of the Number; and as all theſe nine 
cannot chooſe an equal Number of EleQors, each of the 
Perſons who draw firſt has the Priviledge of chooſing 
five, and each of the remaining four new EleQors. 
Theſe forty EleQors draw from a Veſſel in which are 
twenty-eight ſilvered and twelve golden Balls; and thoſe 
who draw the latter chooſe twelve other Electors, of 
whom the Senior nomirates three, and each of the re- 
maining eleven two; ſo that the whole Number is twen- 
ty-five. Theſe, again, by drawing gold and filver Balls 
are reduced to nine, each of which nominate five Per- 
ſons, who are likewiſe reduced by Lot to eleven. Laſt- 
ly, theſe eleven nominate forty-one Electors, the eight 
ſenior naming four each, and the others three. Each 
of theſe, whoſe Number amounts to forty-one, as in the 


foregoing Elections confirmed by the great Council, are 


locked up in a particular Apartment of the ducal Palace, 
where they are confined 'till they have choſen a Doge. 
In the mean Time they are treated in the ſame Manner 
as the Cardinals in the Conclave ; but the Time of their 
Confinement here is not ſo long; for the preliminary 
Elections, with the Nomination of the laſt forty-one 
Electors, are generally diſpatched in two Days, and the 
Election of 4 commonly in about ſeven or eight 


more. The Perſon elected Doge muſt have twenty-five 


Votes out of the forty-one in his Favour. 
When a Perſon is choſen, he is not permitted to de- 


cline the Office. In the Vear 1688, an Inſtance of this 


happened, when Andreas Contareni, on making ſome Dif- 


ficulty of accepting the Dignity, was threatned with 


Baniſhment and Confiſcation of Goods, unleſs he im- 
mediately took upon him the Office. 

All the Nobility, amounting to about ſixteen hun- 
dred, have a Seat-in the great Council. The Senate, or 
Pregadi, conſiſts of about two hundred and fifty _— 

ers, 
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bers, and is the chief Aſſembly ; having the Power of 


making War, Peace, and foreign Alliances ; together 
with the Diſpoſal of all Offices both by Sea and Land, 
The Senate alſo appoints Ambaſſadors, fixes the Stan. 
dard of the Coin, impoſes Duties. and Taxes for the 
Service of the State. Theſe two Aſſemblies, namely, 
the great Council and the Senate, meet on Sundays and 
Holidays in the Palace, in the Forenoon duriag Sum- 
mer, and in the Afternoon in Winter; The Votes are 
not collected with a becoming Decency and Regularity 
for ſuch an auguſt Aſſembly ; the Charity-Boys, or Bol. 
lattini, making a great Buſtle in running about to diſtri- 
bute the Balls, or to put them again into the Boxes, 
called Beſli, which are painted on one Side green, 
and on the other white. In putting the Hand into the 
ballotting Box, the Perſon who fits next cannot diſ- 
tinguiſh on which Side the Partition the Ball is put. The 
Balloting being ended, the Drawers, of which there are 
two-alſo of different Colours in each Box, are taken out, 
and the number of Votes carefully computed. The Balls 
in the white Drawer are for the Affirmative, and thoſe 
in the green for the Negative. 

In order to ſee the great Council and Senate fitting, 
you muſt pay ſomething at the Door, and alſo leave 
your Sword ; the Nobles themſelves not daring, on Pain 
of Death, to enter the Senate-Hauſe armed while the 
Council fits. The lower Gates of the Palace are locked, 

and ſome of the Procurators of St. Mari, from their 
Logietta, or little Gallery, at St. Mari's Tower, keep a 
Watch, and give Notice of the leaſt Appearance of any 
Diſturbance. Wo: 

The Doge, with his fix Con/ighieri, called la Signoria and 
z/ Configlietto, and a few others, fit on a Seat raiſed above 
the reſt. The great Number of Members renders it ne- 
ceſſary to tranſaR ſeveral weighty Affairs by Committees. 
The third Council is called 2/ Pien Collegio, and con- 
fiſts of the Doge and his fix Counſellors. In this Coun- 
eil Letters and Inſtruments relating to the State are read, 
Ambaſſadors admitted to Audience, and other Affairs of 
Importance tranſacted. 

. 1 Confighio di Dieci, conſiſts of ten Counſellors, the 
Doge and his fix Con/ghieri.. This Court decides all cri- 


minal. 
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minal Caſes, without Appeal; and is much dreaded for 
its Severity, as its Power extends it ſelf even to the Doge 
himſelf, and is called Exellſ, or the high Council. 

The Procurators of St. Mark, formerly had only the 


Care of the building of the epiſcopal Church; but in 


Time, Wills, Guardianſhips, and making a proper Pro- 
viſion for the Poor, fell under their Juriſdiction; and 
what renders the Office till more conſiderable is, that it 
is for Life. The Number of theſe Procurators is at 
preſent only nine; but when the State is diſtreſſed for 
Money theſe Offices may be purchaſed. 

The Tribunal, called the State Inquiſition, confiſts of 
three Preſidents, who are very attentive to every Thing 
that has a Tendency to diſturb the publick Tranquility ; 
ſo that every prudent Perſon ſhould be very careful in 


talking on State Affairs. The very Nobility themſelves 
are forbid to hold any Converſation with Ambaſſadors, 


or foreign Miniſters ; but they often violate this Order 
at Ridottos and Balls, having then an Opportunity of 
wearing Maſques. | 

For the greater Security of the State, Heads of Leopards 
and Lions are carved on the Wall of the ducal Palace, 
with their Mouths open, to receive Information, by Bil- 
lets, of any Plot or Treaſon againſt the State, or pub- 


lick Tranquillity. Behind theſe Mouths are Boxes placed 
to receive theſe Billets, of which the Inquiſitors alone 
have the Keys. It is left to the Diſcretion of the In- 


quifitors to determine how far ſuch Intelligence may be 


relied on. 
11 Tribunale della S. Inquifizione, or the holy Inquiſition, 


1 Pope at laſt obliged the Republick to receive 


after a long Oppoſition, conſiſts of the apoſtolick Nuncio, 
the Patriarch, the Inquiſitor and three Senators, as A 


| /iſtenti or Lay aſſeſſors, nominated by the Republick. 
The Power of this Court, ſo formidable in other Coun- 
tries, is here under great Reſtrictions; and all Affairs of 
Moment are previouſly made known to the State by the 
three Aſeſors. Whatever relates to Jews, Greeks, Witch-. 
craft, aud the like, is not cognizable by the Inquiſition ; 
their Vigilance being confined merely to hereſy and the 
* Abuſe of the Sacraments. Conſequently, Proteſtants are 


permitted 


166 LETTER. 


permitted the peaceable Exerciſe of their Religion in 
rivate. | | 

: The Lutherans belonging to the German Factory main. 
tain a Preacher of their own, who wears a lay Habit, 
and ſtiles himſelf Counſellor to the Duke of Saxe- Mein. 
ungen. This the Republick connives at; and Proteſtants, 
on their Part, omit ſinging Pſalms in their Meetings, 
They formerly uſed to bury their Dead in the Liao, but 
a few Years ago the German Houſe has purchaſed of the 
Monks of St. Chrifopher: a Piece of Ground for that Pur. 
Poſe. Such as are ſcrupulous about kneeling in the 
Streets to the Hoſt, need be under no Apprehenſions at 
Venice, where, on Account of the Narrowneſs of the Paſ- 
ſages, and the great Numbers of Canals, the Euchariſt 
s carried to the Sick without any Proceiſion. 

Here is a particular College inſtituted for the Regu- 
lation of Dreſs ; but their Juriſdiction does not extend 0 
Strangers, nor to the Ladies of Noblemen, during the 
two firſt Years after their Marriage, who are then called 
Noviziate : They are, however, only indulged in wear- 
ing a Pearl-Necklace, a Gold Fringe round the Bottom 
of their Gowns, and piving their Gondoliers, or Barge- 
men, Ribbons to wear in their Hats, or Caps. But here, 
as well as in other Countries, the Dreſs of the Women 
is connived at ; eſpecially the Courteſans, who readily 
find Patrons, under whoſe Protection they treſpaſs again 
this ſumptuary Law with Impunity. Inſtances, however, 
are not wanting of their being fined. | 

The ducal Palace ſuffered very greatly from two Fires, 
which happened in 1573 and 1577 ; particularly, with 
regard to the fine Painting the Loſs was irretrievable 
However, it has been repaired as much as poſſible, by 
adding-new Buildings, which are embelliſhed with cu- 
-rious Pictures, | 

In the Court of the Palace is a Marble Statue of Fran. 


.ciſto Maria I. Duke of Urbine, who was General of the 


Venetian Army in 1536; it was performed by Giovanni 
- Bandini, a Sculptor of Florence, and formerly erected at 
Peſaro; but afterwards ſent hither as a Memorial of his 


Grand-Father, by Francis Maria II. Duke of Urbino, 
-who died without Heirs, and left his Eſtate to the See of Þ 
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Not far from hence, towards the Church of St. Mart, 
are two Marble Statues repreſenting Adam and Eve, by 
Andrea Riccio, of Padua; and oppoſite to theſe, on the 
Perron leading to the Palace, are Mars and Neptune, by 
Sanſovino. | Theſe Statues, which the common People 
call Giants, greatly ornament the Stairs, on each Side of 
which is alſo a Baſket of Fruit, elegantly repreſented in 
fine Mabie. 15 
Ihe golden Stair-caſe is embelliſhed with Stucco-avork, 
and curious Paintings, Great Numbers of the latter are 
alſo to be ſeen in the Apartments and Saloons, repre- 
ſenting the celebrated Exploits of the Yenetians, and the 
Happineſs of their Government. Here are admirable 
Specimens of the great Talents poſſeſſed by Giovanni 
Contarino, Carletto Calliari, Marco Titiano, Domenico Tin- 
toretto, Paolo Veroneſe, Giacomo Palma, Girolamo Baſſi, 
Franceſco Baſſano, Alberto Duren, and other celebrated 
Maſters. 

In the Center of the Cieling of the Sala del Conſiglio di 
Pregadi is the City of Venice repreſented above the Clouds, 
and ſurrounded with a Groupe of Gods, while, at Mer- 
cury's Command, the Tritons and Nereids preſent her with 
Shells, Coral, Pearls, Sc. as the Queen of the Sea. 
This is one of Tintoretto's beſt Pieces. I muſt not here 
omit another Piece by the ſame Maſter, but in a diffe- 
rent Apartment, which repreſents Jupiter, with ſeveral 
other Deities conducting Venice, in order to lay the 
Foundation of the Republick and its Power in the 
Adriatick. The Artiſt has, in this Piece, repreſented 
Jupiter with a Glory round his Head, like that common 
in Pictures of our Saviour, 

Tintoretto's proper Name was Giacomo Robuſti, but he is 
better known by the former, which he acquired from 
his Father, who was by Trade a Dyer, Tintore in Italian. 
His Daughter, Marinetta Tintoretta, was an excellent 
Portrait Painter ; and, according to Hor. Le Comte, mar- 
ried a German of Fortune. 

Over the Door leading to the Chapel de/ Pregadi is a 
Picture, repreſenting the dead Body of our Saviour, by 
Tintoretto : and within the Church a Painting of our Sa- 
viour converſing with the two Diſclples at Emmaus, by 
Titiano, No Exception can indeed be taken at the Exe- 
cution 
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cution of this Piece; but I queſtion whether a Perſon of 
Taſte will not think the following Particulars improperly 
introduced ; namely, one of the Diſciples in the Habit 
of a Pilgrim with a Roſary, the Inn-keeper's Plumage, 
the ſpread Eagle on the Tapeſtry of the Room, the 
Wine-Glaſs and coarſe Bread on the Table, and under 
. c œ rx 5 65 1-1 
I ſhall hear obſerve, that the celebrated Painter 7. 
tiano Vecceli was deſcended from a noble Family, though 
in mean Circumſtances, and born at- Cadore, ſituated on 
the River Piave. He died at Venice, of the Plague, in 
the Year 1576, and in the ninety- ſixth Year of his Age. 
He gave a Proof a very jealous Diſpoſition ; for he 
would not ſuffer his younger Brother, Franceſco, to apply 
bimſelf to Painting, but put him to a Cabinet-Maker ; 
merely, becauſe his Genius was ſo remarkable, that had 
he continued his Application to Painting, he would have 
equaled, if not ſurpaſſed his Brother. From the like 
Motive he diſmiſſed Tintoretto from his Service, who was 

formerly his Diſciple. | 2 | 
In the Sala del Gran Conſiglio, which is ſeventy-three 
Feet in Breadth and a hundred and fifty in Length, are 
ſeveral Pieces repreſenting the Tranſactions between 
Pope Alexander III. and the Republick of Venice, painted 
by the moſt celebrated Maſters, as Paolo Calliari, Leo- 
nardo Baſſani, Franceſco Baſſano, Dom. Tintoretto, Andrea 
Vicentino, Paolo Flamingo, Palma, Federico Zuccaro, Giro- 
lamo Gambarato, Giulio dal More, and others. Among 
theſe Pieces is a Picture of the Humiliation of Frederick 
Barbarsſja before the Pope, who places his Foot on the 
Emperor's Neck. This Piece exactly reſembles that in 
the Vatican Palace at Rome, only the latter is much longer. 
In the ſame Hall are alſo ſeveral Pictures repreſenting 

the heroick Exploits of the Venetians. 

| Before the Palace was damaged by Fire, in the Year 
1577, ſeveral Pieces painted by the two Brothers, Gio- 
vanni and Gentile Bellini, were in the Sala del Gran Con- 
Aglie, and the Sala dello Scrulinio. In the former, the 
ſame Artiſts had been jointly employed in painting the 
Tranſactions of Pope Alexander III. with the Republick. 
Gentile had been formerly {cnt by the State of Venice to 
the Grand Sigaior, at the Defire of the latter, and was 
| well 
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well received at Conſlantinople. Among other Pieces, he 
there painted the beheading of Jobn the Baptiſ; but the 
Sultan in order to convince the Artiſt, that the Neck 
was not properly repreſented, ordered a Slave's Head to 
be ſtruck off in the Preſence of Gentil, which fo terri- 
fied him, that he did not chooſe to continue any longer 
there, but returned to Venice, where he died in the Year 
1501, in the eightieth Year of his Age. His Brother 
Giovanni Bellini Iired "till he was ninety, and died in 
the Year 1510. 1 ws =) K 
The celeſtial Glory over the Doge's Throne in the 
Sala del Gran Conſiglio is looked upon as a Maſter-Piece 
of Tintoretto, It is painted on Canvaſs, and is thirty 
Feet high and ſeventy in Length. The fineſt Piece a- 
mong all the Painti in this Palace, by which Tinto- 


reitto has immortalized his Name, is the taking of the 


Fortreſs of Zara, in the Sala dello Scrutinio. Over the Tri- 
bunal is the laſt Judgment exquiſitely painted by Palmo. i 
In this Palace is a ſmall Arſenal, furniſhed. with Arms 
againſt any ſudden Inſurrection of the People. Beſides, 
the uſual Weapons, with, which ſeveral hundred Cheſts 
are filled, here are alſo ſome Inſtruments of Deſfruction, 
by which Franceſco Carrara, the laſt Poſſeſſor of Padua, 
(who, by Order of the Council of Venice, was ſtrangled in, 
the Year 1495,) uſed to take off his Enemies treacher- 
ouſly ; ſome Clauſtra Caſtitatis, by which he ſecured: the 
Fidelity of his Miſtreſſes; Scanderbeg's Dagger an En- 
gine; by which five hundred Lamps may be lighted all 
at once; and two ſmall Statues of Adam and Ewe, cut in 
an unknown Sort of Wood, merely with a Penknife, 
by Albert Durer, during his Confifement, for which he 
was rewarded with his Liberty. Here alſo is a curious 
and valuable Lantern of Rock- Cryſtal, for which an 
annual Penſion was ordered to the Maker and his Heirs 
to the fourth Generation. When the great Council ſits, 
the Key of this Arſenal Iays all the Time before the 
Doge, or in his Abſence before the ſenior Counſellor. 

On one Side of the Palace, oppoſite to the Canal call- 
ed Rio di Palazzo, is the Dungeon or Priſon, ſtron ly 
ſecured with Iron-Grates. The. Bridge, over which the 
Priſoners are brought from this Priſon to the Palace in 
Vor. IV. o, n order 
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order to be tried, bears the Name of Ponte de S eſpiri, 
«the Bridge of Sighs.” | © " beni 
The lower Gallery of the Palace, on the Side oppoſite 

to St. Mark's Square, together with the Hall under the 
new Procuratie facing it, is called Brogho. | 

Theſe Galleries ſerve the Venetian Nobility to walk in 
at certain Hours of the Day, as in this City they have 
little Conveniency in any Place elſe for that Purpoſe. Ac- 
cording as the Sun ſhines the Nobility remove to the Shade 
from one Side of the Piazza to the other; and on the 
Area oppoſite to the Market is a Line of white Stones 
in the Pavement for marking out the Bounds of the 
Broglio, where no Venetian unleſs he be noble dares 
walk, while the Nobili are preſent. But with regard to 
Strangers they are not ſo ſtrict : however they had better 
not appear there at ſuch Times, as the noble Yenetians 
are not pleaſed that they ſhould mix with them 
here; becauſe this Walk ſerves them to diſcourſe of 
their State-Affairs, and form Parties for obtaining pub- 
' Fck Employments. A Nobleman who is 1 the 
great · Council muſt not appear on the Broglio. | 


The Piazzo di St. Marco or St. Mark's Palace is the —_ | 


eft Ornament of the City, and hath the Form of a Paral- 
lellogram, the Side which is two hundred and forty Paces in 
Length, and ſeventy five in Breadth, extending itfelf to 
the South along by the ducal Palace to the Canal. The 
moſt conſiderable Part of the Area is between the Church 
of St. Marco, and St. Geminiani, which is fix hundred and 
eighty Feet in Length, two hundred and ſeventy common 
Paces in Breadth, but not uniform; being near St. Mar#'s 
Church, a hundred and twenty ſix common Paces exclu- 
five of the Colonade, but ' nearer St. Geminiano; it is on- 
ly eighty nine Paces broad. The moſt - conſiderable 
Buildings beſides the ducal Palace and the two above- 
mentioned Churches, are called Procurati, where Part of 
the Procurators of St. Mar# reſide ; they are divided in- 
to Old and New, the old Procurators are on the right- 
Hand when viewed from the main Entrance of St. Mar#'s 
Church, and extend to St. Gemaniani, but the Procuratii 
nuove take pp the other Side on the left Hand. + 
_ Before the Church of St. Mar#, are three large Poles 
like Maſts of a Ship, erected on Braſs Pedeſtals, curiouſ- 
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ly wrought. On theſe are hoifted Silk Colours, where- 
on is embroidered a Lion, the Arms of Venice, eſpeci- 
ally on Holydays. That in the Center was the Origi- 
nal the other two being erected in the Year 1505, Theſe 
are looked upon as Emblems of the Liberty of the City 
and Republick ; but the Number three alludes to the 
States of Candia, Cypreſs, and Venice; inſtead of the laſt 
ſome ſay it fignifies Morea; but there is no Difference 
in the Colour ns. a 2d 
Near St. Mar#'s' Church, is a Tower with a curious 
Clock, which not only ſhews the Hours with their ſub- 
Diviſions, but likewiſe the Signs of the Zodiack, with 
the Courſe of the Sun and Moon On certain Feſtivals, 
and eſpecially during the Continuance of Aſcenſion-Fair, 
every Hour the Statues of an Angel, and the three 
Eaſtern Magi make their Appearance, and by paſſing by 


the Virgin Mary pay their Adoration by bowing their 


Heads. This Piece of Clock-Work reſembles that of 
Macerata, but larger. On the Spire of this 'Tower are 
the Statues of two Moors of Braſs, who ſtrike the Hours 


with Hammers on a large Bell. Oppoſite to this is a 
* quadrangle Tower three hundred and eighteen Feet 
* high; the Stairs of which are ſo conſtructed, that you 


may ride up on Horſeback. On the 'Top is an 


Angel fixteen Feet high, of Wood covered with gilt 
| Brafs; ſo that the Height of the whole is three hundred 
and thirty four Feet. Near the Top is a Gallery afford- 
ing a very fine Proſpect. While the Gilding of the Spire 
Was bright, it might have been ſeen at Sea upwards of 
thirty afar Miles, Some report, that in clear Wea- 
ther, and when the Gilding was quite freſh, it could 
plainly be diſcerned off Cape D' Egria, at the Diſtance 
of a hundred Miles from Venice. What Labelli affirms 
concerning the Foundation of this Tower, that it is laid 
as deep in the Earth as the Tower is high above the 
; Surface of it, may be looked upon as a Gaſconade, not 
uncommon among the Yeretians. 


The Logetta or {mall Stone Lodge, where ſome of the 


| Procurators of St. Mark's, together with ſeveral armed 
Men keep Guard while the great Council is fitting, 
| Kands at the Foot of this Tower; the Front of it is 


41 adorned 
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adorned with curious Pieces of Sculpture in Marble, by 
the celebrated Sanſo dino. 1 33 

Oppoſite the ducal-Palace is the publick Library of 
the Commonwealth. The Poet Petrarch firſt began this 
Collection. In Proceſs of Time, Cardinal Beſarion, by 
his laſt Will, added his curious Collection of Greek Ma. 
nuſcripts which he purchaſed in Greece and Conflantinople 
to this Library. | oh 

The Cardinals Niceno, Alexandro, and Gramini have 
ixewiſe greatly added to this Library tho' it is not kept 
in good Order. " e 2231 i | 

The Paintings by Titian and other celebrated Artiſts, 
together with ſeveral Antiquities and Greet Marble Sta- 
rues in this Library, deſerve particular Notice; among the 
latter the moſt curious is the Rape of Ganimede by Ju- 
piter in the Shape of an Eagle, which ſome conſider as 
the Work of 5 ; a Venus, Apollo, two Gladiators, 
Leda, Paris, and ſeveral Buſts of Roman Emperors, are 
not to be paſſed over without Notice. In the Library is 
alſo a Buſt of white Marble ſupported by two Angels. 

Among the Philoſophers painted on the Wall of the 
Library, that of Diogenes by Tintoretto, deſerves particu- 
lar Notice. 

On each Side of the principal Entrance of this Edi- 
fice, inſtead of a Pillar is the Marble Statue of a Female 
done by Alefararo Vitoria, ſupporting the Ornaments 


above. | | 10 Rt 

Between the two Galleries of the Broglio, near the Side 
of the Canal are two large Pillars of Agate, brought hi- 
ther from Conſtantinople in the Year 1192, when the Ve- 
zetians made themſelves Maſters of that City, under the 
Command of Sebaftiano' Ziani, their Doge. They were 
three in Number, but one of them in unlading fell into 
the Canal, and ſunk ſo deep in the Mud that it could ne- 
ver be found. Nicol Banattiero of Lombardy erected the 


two remaining Pillars, after they had lain Years on the 


Ground. On the Pillar that ftands next the ducal Pa- 


lace is a Braſs Lion with his Head towards the Eaſt as 
an Emblem of the Republick's Dominion over ſeveral Þ ' 
Places in the Levapt. On the other Pillar is 4 Marble 
Statue of St. Theodore, or as ſome ſay St. George, holding 
his Shield in his right-Hand, which muſt either gy . 
om | 
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from a Miſtake of the Sculptor, or perhaps it was copied 
from an Intaglio. The Venetians indeed, ſay it was done 
deſignedly ,to expreſs the Juſtice of the Republick, which 
only acts on the defenſive but not on the offenſive. 

Between theſe two Pillars all MalefaQors are ex- 
ecuted ; nor would a noble Venetian paſs between them on 
any Terms, becauſe when the Doge Murrano Falier, who 
in the Year 1354 was beheaded for Treaſon againſt the 
State, came to Venice after his Election, he was obliged 
to land between theſe two Pillars, the Water being ve 
high in the oppoſite Canal. An armed Galley is always 
kept in Readineſs on any ſudden Exigency. 

The Zecca, or Mint, lies behind the Procuratu Nowe, and 
at the Entrance ſtands the Statues of two Lions in a ſtern 
Poſition, one was done by Titiano Aſpetti, and the other 
by Girolamo Campagna. 

From the 1talian Word Zecca, the Zecchino or Gold Coin 
derives its Name, which paſſes for à Lira more than a 
German Ducat, though both are equal in Weight. This 
Coin is over valued in order to prevent the Exportation 
of the Zecchins, or at leaſt to induce Strangers to ſend 
them back to the Venetian Dominions. One of the ſmall - 
eſt Pieces of Money at Venice, is called Gazzetta; and as 
the literary News-Papers at Venice, on a ſingle Leaf, fo 
early as the ſixteenth Century, were ſold for a Gazzetta 
a Piece, all Kinds of News-Papers were from thence 
called Gazzette, or Gazzet-s. | 

In the Apartment over the Mint, are ſeveral fine 
Pieces of Painting by Palma, Tintoretto, Marco Titiano, 
Diana, and others. 

The great Arſenal, is fituate in another Part of the 
City, and the Gratuities and Perquiſites paid for ſeeing 
it, amounts to between thirty and forty Lires. Some- 
times thoſe who preſide over the Arſenal are very ſuſ- 
picious, and not long fince, they walled up two Win- 
dows of the Franciſtan Convent, facing the Tower, hav- 
ng been informed that two Frenchmen, had, by the help 
of a Teleſcope, taken from thence an exact View of the 


' Arſenal. The different Accounts given by Travellers of 


theſe Affairs, depend in a great Meaſure on the Temper 
of the Perſon who attends them. One of our. Company 
aſked our Guide, if while we were viewing them, one 
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might miaute ſome Things down, which was readily 
granted. This famous Armory is two and a Half La- 
&an Miles in Circuit, and ſurrounded with Water, and 
twelve Towers. Facing the main Entrance is a ſmall 
Marble Lion, erected under the Gateway. Every one 
that goes in, is obliged to leave his Sword, which is re- 
turned at his coming out. The Edifice is divided into 
four large Halls, two on the Ground Floor, and two 
on the upper Story. The Arms are ranged along the 
Walks or Galleries, embelliſned with the Armour and 
Trophies of Scanderbeg, Mocenigo, Franciſcus Maoroſini, 
Ziani, Giaſtiani, Caftrani, and other Warriors. Over 
the Trophies of Moraſni, hang four red Hats, to ſhew 
that he had been four Times Commander in Chief. 
In his left Hand he holds a blue Cap, which the Pope 
ſent him. Here are the Helmet of Attila, the Iron 
Head -- Piece worn by Calleonius s Horſe, and ſeveral Arms 
taken from the Tarks. „ ie it i 112 
In the Cellar is a large Veſſel, filled with Wine four 
Times a Day, and every Workman in the Arſenal, 
though there are a thouſand or more, may drink as of- 
ten, and as much as he pleaſes. The Wine is drawn 
out by Cocks, and ſuppoſed not to be extraordinary 
83 being 8 with two thirds of Water. 

n the Iſland, on which the Arſenal ſtands, is a fine 
Spring of Water. | s 

In the Iron Magazine, are made all Sorts of large 
Nails, which are all marked; and whoever purloins any, 
is ſure to be ſent to the Gallies for five Years. In the 
Magazine for the Oars, is preſerved the Chair, or Se- 
dan, in which the Doge, after his Election, is carried 
by forty Men, and ſcatters Money among the Populace. 
The Rope-Walk is ſaid to be two hundred geome- 
trical Paces in Length; but I found it to be four hun- 
dred and forty four common Paces. On each Side is 
a Gallery, ſupported by forty three Brick Pillars. It is 
ſaid that the Ropes kept here, belonging to the naval 
Stores, are reckoned worth two Millions of Silver 
Ducats. | #181 
The Saltpetre Works deſerve a Traveller's Notice. 
Since the Fire which happened in the Year 1569, the 
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Gun- powder has not been kept in the Arſenal, but in 


ſquare Towers detached from it. 


Here are twelve Magazines for Cannon Balls, and others 


for Pitch, Hemp, and Sail- Cloth. In one large Room 


ſeveral old Women are employed in mending old Sails. 
An hundred Men are generally at work in the Forges, of 
which there are twelve in conſtant Employ. = 
Magazine are five hundred Pieces of Cannon, beſides 

ſeveral ſcattered about in the open Air, 

In the Foundery, none but Braſs Cannon are caſt. 
When Henry of Prance dined at the Arſenal, a large Can- 
non was caſt, while he ſat at Table; and when the 
preſent King of Denmark was at Venice, two great Guns 
were caſt, and one of each Sort ſent to Denmark, In 
the Year 1729, a Fire happened in the Arſenal, by 
which two hundred Culverins, Arms for twelve thou- 
ſand Horſe, and Rigging for twelve Galleaſſes, and fifteen 
Gallies, were entirely conſumed. At the ſame Time, 
one of the Culverins caſt for the King of Denmark, and 
the fine Gun caſt in Honour of Henry III. received ſome 
Damage. The Republick's Foundery for Iron Guns, is 
kept at Breſcia and Bergamo. In order to make up the 
Loſs ſuſtained by the late Fire, they are now proving 
forty thouſand Muſkets, and as many Piſtols, lately pur- 
chaſed. I cannot ſay that the Arms here are kept very 
bright; but the Ruſt that appears on them is greatly 
owing to the Dampneſs of the Place, and the faline 
3 from the Sea. 

The Heads or Beaks of fix Turk Gallies, are pre- 
ſerved here, under Cover, as ſo many Trophies of Veſ- 
ſels taken at one Time by Morini. 

The Republick hath in all fifty Gallies, five and twen- 
ty are at Sea, and the reſt almoſt ready to quit the Har- 
bour. They have likewiſe twenty four Men of War on 
the Stocks. For each Ship and Galley, a particular 
Place is built, where they lie unrigged, and unmaſted, 
under Cover, and can be kept there without receiving 
any Damage, between fifty and ſixty Years. From theſe 
Kind of Sheds, they are alſo launched into the deep 
Canals, of which they have three in the Arſenal. Be- 
ſides the abovementioned twenty five Gallies, in the Ve- 
etian Arſenal lie, always ready rigged, four — 
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and the like Number of Bomb-Galliots : And two Ga- 
leaſſes are continually kept at Sea. A Galeaſs is a 
large Sort of Galley, with a low Deck, having three 
Maſts with Sails, and between thirty and fifty Oars to 
each Side, and fix or feven Rowers to every Oar. Theſe 
fit under a Deck, on which are Guns. Towards the Head 
of this Veſſel are three Tiers of Guns, the uppermoſt, 
con ſiſting of ten Pounders, and the other two of four 
and twenty Pounders. Towards the Stern, it has two 
Tiers, each conſiſting of eighteen Pounders. The whole 
Number of Guns is commonly forty Cannon and ſix 
Culverines. A Galeaſs carries twelve hundred Men, the 
Rowers included, | 
Formerly ſuch a Veſſel had Orders not to Strike to 
twenty five Tursiſb Gallcys ; and the Captain, who is 
always a Nobleman, was ſworn to obſerve the Order : 
But the Caſe is now altered, and the Tarii4 Navy has of 
late become more formidable. E | 
A Galley is much flatter bottomed than a Galeaſs, and 
has but two Maſts, namely a Foremaſt and Mainmaſt ; 
with only twenty five, or thirty Oars on a Side, and 
five or ſix Galley Slaves to every Oar. It generally 
carries no more than five Guns, the largeſt of which rs 
Placed at the Head, and carries a Ball, weighing be- 
tween thirty and thirty four Pounds. Theſe Veſſels go 
faſt, but are not fit for bad Weather, and conſequently 
they ſeldom go far from Shore. The Yenetians pretend 
that their Gallies exceed all others, as being double- 
timbered. The Galliots are ſmaller than the Gallies, 
and are principally uſed for Tranſports. Of theſe fifty 
are always ready rigged in the Arſenal, together with 
four Advice-Boats, of which laſt, the like Number are 
continually out at Sea. As it is of the utmoſt Import- 
ance to the Republick to have a fufficient Quantity of 
Timber for Ship-building, the Trunks of ten thouſand 
Trees, (of which about a thouſand are required for build- 
ing a Ship) continually lie in the Water for this Purpoſe. 
I have already given an Account of the Doge's Bucen- 
taur. But whether this Arſenal can furniſh Arms for 
ten thouſand Horſe, and a hundred thouſand Foot, and 
ft out ten Galeaſſes, ſixty Ships of War, and a hundred 
| h Gallies, 
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Gallies, as ſome pretend, is a Point which I will leave 
others to determine. F) 764) 5 Ah \ 

The whole annual Charge of this Work, is ſaid to 
amount to five hundred thouſand Ducats 4 Argento, 
each equal to ſeven Lire and a Half, or about three 
Shillings and four Pence Sterling. It is under the Di- 
rection of three Noblemen, who are called Patrona del 
Arſenale, and continue in their Office only for three Years. 
Beſides theſe, are alſo three Proveditori, who appoint 
the Officers and Artificers, and make all the Payments. 
Every Saturday Evening the Workmen are paid their 
full Wages. + | ; 
In War-Time, the Number of Artificers is increaſed 
to two or three thouſand, who are under the Direction 
of the Ammiraglio del Arſenale, as he is called, and has 
the Command of the Bucentaur on Aſcenſion-Day, and 
alſo during the Election of a Doge, guards the 
ducal Palace, with a ſtrong Party of Ar/enalotti, or the 
Watch of the Arſenal. | 

The Sailors in the Venetian Fleet, are moſtly Natives 
of Italy. The Republick accuſtom their Subjects but 
very little to military Exerciſes, being ſenſible that the 
People, by Reaſon of their ſevere Oppreſſion, have no 
great Liking to their Superiors ; and thus the Govern- 


ment deprives them of all Means, whereby they might 


be enabled to ſhake off that Yoke, which they bear 
with ſuch Reluctance. Their Wars with the Ot- 
toman Porte are uſually carried on by Troops which they 
hire from the German Princes. | 

The chief Command of the naval Force of the Re- 
publick, is in the Hands of the Capitaneo Generale, who 
is always one of the principal Nobility, and 'has under 
him the Proweditore Generale di Mare, and other great Of- 
ficers. The Land Forces, as ſoon as they have de- 
barked, are under the Command of the Field-Marſhal, 
or Generale di Sharco, who is commonly ſome foreign Ge- 
neral of Diſtinction, ſuch as Count Scalemburg, Who at 
preſent fills that high Poſt, With him the Senate join 
two of their Body called Proveditori in Campo. JR 

In the Cabinet of Baron Bexn/iorf, Miniſter of State 
to the King of Great Britain, as Elector of Prunfavick 
Lunenburg, f formerly ſaw a curious Medal, ſtruck indeed, 
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in Honour of the Republick of Venice, but without any 
Marks to ſhew on what Occaſion. It is of Silver; and 
as large as a Rheni/bs Guilder, but not ſo thick. One 
Side repreſents the Iſlands belongin ta the City of Ve. 
nice, together with Part of the main Land, lying towards 
Germany, which latter is diſtinguiſhed by by Gold inlaid, 
The Names of the principal Churches and Illands, are 
in very ſmall Characters. On the * in the Mid- 
dle of a Croſs is an Inſcription. 

The Republick of Venice can boaſt of one Advantage, 
almoſt peculiar to itſelf, namely, that for ſeveral Cen- 
turies, So ableſt Writers have 45 each other in 
compoſing the Hiſtory of it. The firſt in Order, was 
M. Antonius Sabelkeus, whoſe Work entitled Res Venetæ, 
in forty three Books, was very beautifully printed by An- 
area di Toreſaius di Aſula, in the Year 1487. Hisexcel- 
lent Hiſtory was continued by Pietro Bembo, to whom 
ſucceeded Andrea Mauroceni. The next who attempted it 
was Battifla Nant ; and where he left off, Mich. Foſcareni 
carried it on. After him Pietro Garzoni writ the whole 
modern Part of the Yenetian Hiſtory. 
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Of the Ponte Rialto, the German Fafory, the prin- 
. cipal Places, and Cabinets of Curioſities in the d. 
and the Wang of Murano, Sc. 


SIR, 


HE Bridge called Ponte Rialto, is intirely of 

| Marble, and conſiſts of a fingle Arch, ninety 
Feet wide, from the Baſe: of one Pier to the 

other. It was built by the Achitect Antonio dal Ponte, 
ſtands on twelve thouſand Piles of Elm, and coft the 
Republick two hundred and fifty: thouſand Ducats. Its 
Breadta a- top is thirty-ſeven common. Paces, and divid- 
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ed by two Rows of Shops, into three Streets, the mid- 
dle Street of which is the broadeſt, At each End, are 
fifty-ſix Steps of Aſcent to it. 


The great Canal over which this Bridge is built, is 


{ . narrower here than in any other Place, and only forty 


Paces over. It is thirteen hundred Paces in Length, and 
along its Banks, are the beſt Houſes in all the City. 

Cloſe to the Rialto are the Exchange and the Bank. 
The latter belongs to the State, and pays no Intereſt 
for Money lodged here, the Merchants depoſiting it, 
partly for Security, and partly for the greater Facility of 
transferring and remitting it in Trade. | 

11 Fontico dei Fedeſchi, or the German Factory, is alſo in 
this Neighbourhood, and is the general Magazine for 
all Goods, which either come from Germany, or are to 
be ſent thither. The Company of German Merchants 
concerned in it at preſent, conſiſts of twenty eight Fami- 
lies ; and though the Building belongs to the State, both 
they and their Factors, if unmarried, may reſide in it; 
for it contains about five hundred Rooms. The Front 
towards the great Canal, is painted by Georgione, and 


| that towards the Street by Titian; but the Weather has. 


extremely impaired the Beauty of both. Within the 
Apartments are alſo ſome fine Paintings by Titian, Packs 
Veroneſe, Giov. Contarini, and Tintoretio. | 

Lovers of Painting will find two Academies for that 
At at Venice, where the Diſciples draw from the Life. 
The principal Pieces of Painting in this City, have been 
deſcribed by Marco Borghini, in a Work entitled Le Mi- 
nere della Pittura. | | 
On this Head it is to be remarked, that here they 
make the beſt Blue uſed by Painters, and which goes 
under the Name of U/tramarine. It is made of Lapis La- 
uli, though not the beſt oriental Sort, but that which 
is found in ſome Parts of 7te/y. 

The Roofs of the Houſes in Venice are flat, and co- 
vered with Tiles. The Flooring in moſt of the Apart- 
ments, is a Kind of red Plaiſter, made of pulverized 
Marble and Brick, mixed up with Oil, and is both beau- 
tiful and laſting. - 

Among the private Palaces, that belonging to Grimaldi, 
w the moſt remarkable 7 Architecture, and — 
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the Cuurioſities and Antiquities to be ſeen there. Ma- 


Gillon has given a long Account of it in his Diarium La- 


licum, and Sanſovini has made it the Subject of a particular 


Treatiſe. 


The Pęſaro Palace is one of the beſt on the great Ca- 
nal. The Freeſtone of the lower Story, is Diamond- 


Faſhion; and the great Number of Pillars, over that, 


and quite round, make a very grand Appearance. 

Not far from 8. Maria Zobeings, a Nobleman called 
Piſani, is building a ſpacious Houſe. In the Court are 
ſome Buſts and Statues, and among the latter, is a Wo- 
man, whoſe Head is covered with a fine white Veil of 
ſuch exquifite Workmanſhip, that the Face appears, as 
if ſeen through a piece of Gawze or Crape. 

In the Grimani Palace, is a Buſt of the Deus Brontant, 
or the Jupiter Tonans, concerning which, Fot. Antonio 
Alori, of Venice, has writ a learned Letter to Zeni. 

In the Palaces belonging to Savorniano, Nani, Moro- 
ni, Lorendano, and Vandramini, are beautiful Apart- 
ments, with fine pieces of Painting. Sagredb's celebrat- 
ed Gallery is at preſent ſhut up, on Account of ſome 
Repairs making there. It principally conſiſts of natural 
Curioſities, Antiquities, and particular Weapons, eſpe- 
cially foreign. 

Gio. Domenico Trepolo, has alſo a very valuable Ca- 
binet, in excellent Order, particularly with regard to 
Medals. | 

Capeth, a noble Venetian, has in his Poſſeſſion a Cop- 
per-Plate, containing Part of the Faſi Conſulares, on which 
Nicolo Bon has writ a learned Diſſertation. Here alſo 
are fourteen Cameos, repreſenting the Life of Chr:ft, ſe- 
veral Intaglic:, curious Works in Wood, natural Cu- 
riofities, and other Things worth Notice. As the Pro- 
prietor was in Mourning for the Death of his Father 
Antonio Capello, J found the Paintings in the Hall in ſuch 
a Confuſion, that I could not take a View of them. 

Lovers of Medals and old Coins, may meet with fine 
Collections of them at S. Bon's, and in the Cabinets of 
the following Noblemen, namely, Ruxxini, on the Ca- 
nal Regio, Correri in Riva di Biaggio (who alſo has 
publiſned a curious Treatiſe of the Medaillons in his 
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Poſſeſſion) Cornero in Calle della Regina, and Barbars in 
the Procuratie Veccbi. | 10 viſtsg 
With Regard to natural Curioſities , Minerals, 
Foſſils, and Petrifactions, Zanicbelli, has an i pa- 
rable Collection, which was left him by his Father, who 
died in January 1729, and was particularly famous for 
his Preparation of Mi Ferri, which Secret he learned 
from one S. Halaire, a Frenchman. The Nix Ferri is of a 
beautiful white Colour, and conſiſts of very fair and 
glittering Filaments, as if made of the fineſt Silver. It 
is found beneficial in ſeveral Caſes, eſpecially a Gon- 
rhea. It is properly the Quinteſſence, or pureſt Parti- 
cles of Iron: And from the many Experiments which 
Zaunichelli tried with it ſeems to conſiſt of a little Quick. 
filver, a pretty large Quantity of Sulphur, and a great 
deal of Salt, 'The Nix Martis is prepared from the ings 
of Steel, diſſolved in Antimony, and refined, till by a 
gentle Fire, it has been ſufficiently ſublimed, after which 
it cryſtallizes. In the Years 1713, and 1719, the In- 
ventor publiſhed a particular Treatiſe at Venice, entitled, 
de Ferro Ejuſque Nivis Præpartione. | 
Among the Petrifactions in Zannichelli's Collect ion, 
are alſo the two upper Jaws of a large Fiſh, a flying 
Fiſh, a Tauroporus, a Lapis Numiſmalis, and other Curio- 
ſities. Here are alſo artificial Pieces worth taking No- 
tice of, eſpecially a fine Baſs-Relief, on an Ivory Cy- 
linder, | 
Among the curious Collections of Pictures at Venice, 
thoſe are to be prefered, which ſome Years ago, were 
purchaſed by the Field Marſhal Count Sculemburg, if it 
might be conjectured that they were to remain any con- 
fiderable Time in this City. Some Pieces by Caftighione, 
deſerve particular Notice, together with the laſt — 
and the new Fortifications of Corfu, which is not only 
painted on a Picture, but curiouſly modelled in Wood. 
Corfu is not only a Bulwark to the Venetians, againſt the 
Attack of foreign Enemies, but likewiſe very advantage- 
ous on the Account of its Salt-works, which, with thoſe 
of the Iſland of Chis/a, an Iſland and City, not lying far 
from the Influx of the Brenta Nuova, and twenty Miles 
diſtant from Venice, yield aa annual Revenue of 
upwards of five Millions of Livres, There 1s — a 
; on 
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Garriſon. of four thouſand Men, conſtantly kept in the 
Caſtle of Corfu, and ſince Count Sculemburg cauſed ſeve- 
ral new Fortifications to be added to it, may juſtly 
be looked upon as one of the ſtrongeſt Places in Exrope. 
The Yenetians are very ſenſible of the ſignal Service 
that General did them, by holding out ſo long in this 
Hand, for which Reaſon they erected a Statue to him, 
in his Life Time ; an Honour which they never confer- 
red on any General before, Morofni excepted. It ſtands 
in the great Area of the Piazza of the City of Corfu, 
and. repreſents Count. Scul/eniburg, ſomewhat bigger than 
Life, in a Roman Habit, with a Truncheon in his Hand. 
The Pedeſtal and Statue are both of white Marble. 

Some Years after this Monument was erected, it hap- 


panes that an adjacent Powder 2 was ſet on 
ire by Lightning; the Exploſion of which did great 


Damage to many publick Edifices near it, but the 


Count's Statue was not in the leaſt damaged. 

The Count's Incomes, as General de Sbarco, in Time 
of Peace, is about thirty thouſand Dollars, but during 
the Time of War, it amounts to about eighty thouſand, 
The Meſſages relating to military Affairs, and likewiſe 
the States Direction to him, are all ſent in Writing. A- 
midſt all the Suſpicon the Venetians conceive againſt 
their Nobles and C ſicers of State, left they ſhould have 
any Converſation with foreign Ambaſiadors, Count 
Sculemburg, even at the Beginning, never thought fit to 
conform himſelf to lich ſevere Reſtrictions; for he paid 
the newly arrived Ambaſſador the firſt Viſit. This Com- 
pliance has, however, for ſome Time been intermitted, 
the General expecting the firſt Viſit from them, when he 
returns from the Terra Ferma, and the Ambaſſadors on 
the other Hand, refuſe to pay him that Compliment. 
The Ifland of Murano, but a ſmall Mile diſtant 
from Venice, is governed by its own Magiſtrates, and {aid 
to contain eighteen thouſand Inhabitants. 

The beautiful Looking-Glaſſes, and other elegant 
Glaſs-Work, made in this Iſland, have ſpread its Re- 
putation into foreign Countries; yet this Trade is very 
much decayed, other Nations having improved them- 
ſelves greatly, and diſcovered an Art of making Glaſs, 
which far ſurpaſſes that of Venice, for * The 
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Glaſſes are only blown, whereas in 
other Places, they are caſt and ground. The Huna 
Glaſs is very: pure and ductile when in Fufion, and 
anſwers much better than any other for Works of Fan: 
cy. The beſt Pebbles called Cusgoli, pulverized, and 
mixed with ſme Aſhes, ſerve this Purpoſe. The Peb- 


hles are g out of the River Poe, and not inferior 
w Alahaſter in whiteneſs. Foreigners are permitted tol 


view and obſerve every thing in theſe Glaſs-Houſes as 
long as they pleaſe, whereas it is a Matter of great Dif. 
ſiculty to have à Sight of thoſe at Pari 
At Murnns, when a large Maſs of the ignited, or melt- 
ed Glaſs, is blown, it is drawn into a hollow Cylinder, 
by ſwinging it about ; after which it is cut into a ſmooth. 
Piece; which ſpreads itſelf ſtill more in the Purnace, and 
is ſeveral Times trimmed and clipped. The whole Pro- 
cefs takes up but about fix or ſever Minutes, in which 
Time it 2 the Fire, ten or twelve Times. 
The Managers of the Glaſs-Works' at Murano, lay 
Claim to Nobility, by Virtue of a Grant made to them 
and their Deſcendants by Hemy III. of France, who ex- 
preſſed great Pleaſure and Satisfaction when he faw their 
Work. They are not conſidered as Mechanicks at Ve- 
nice, but of the Rank of C:ttadini, and on Aſcenſion Day, 
they make their Appearance in three very elegant 
Gond olas. he F C7 $644b54.31k. SIR T1, 1 a g 
On this Iſland formerly ſtood the beautiful Palace of 
Treviſano, but at preſent much decayed. The Cornaro 
Palace on this Iſland, has a Gallery of Paintings well 
worth ſeeing ; but as this Gallery is faid to be an La- 
lian Mile in Length, it does not anſwer the high Idea 
one is apt to conceive of it, The Apartments of the 
firſt Story, which lead into the CO decorated with 
fine Paintings, are nine hundred and eighty four com- 
mon Paces in Length; but this Gallery, as it 1s called, 
is of a very unequal Breadth, and in ſeveral Parts no 
more than a narrow Paſſage, which goes round the Gar- 
den, forming ſeveral Angles ; and it may be eaſily con- 
ceived, that among the vaſt Number of Pictures requir- 
ed to decorate a Gallery of ſuch Extent, many Indiffe- 
ferent Pieces mult be placed there, Beſides which, "ow 
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ral Marble Structures, and Buſts are diſperſed in this 


ar eng bar d i ors onal wad 
Among the fifteen Churches on the Iſland of Murano, 
the principal is that of St. Peter, which belongs to the 
Dominican Monks. The Deſcent from the Croſs, over 
the high Altar, is a celebrated Piece by Gry/eppe Salviati; 
near which is the Marriage of Cana, and oppoſite to it a 
large Picture, repreſenting the miraculous Feeding of five 
thouſand Men, painted in the Year 17117. 
The Church of St. Barnard, near which is a Convent 
of Nuns, has ſeveral good Paintings by Falange, and 
Petrelli. In one of the Chapels is a Picture of a dead 
Chriſt, together with the Virgin Mary, and ſome of the 
Diſciples. The common People beſtow very liberal Of- 
ferings of Copper Money through the Grate under this 
Picture. . = tze 

In the Church of the holy Angels, are ſome re- 
markable Pieces of Painting by Belini, and others; a- 
mong which, the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, on 
the high Altar is done by Perdone, and the four Angels 
under the Organ, by Paolo Yeroneſe, The Jews, who 
formerly lived in a Place, by them called Giudeca, or 
Zueca, are now removed to a particular Quarter of the 
Canale Regio ; they. are obliged to wear a Piece of red 
Cloth, on their Hats, by Way of Diſtinction. The 
Number of Jews here amount to about fifteen hun- 
dred. i of: 8 
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Of the Clergy, and the Wer pal Churches. of the City 
| | of V ENICE. | 


S I R, 
| HE Venetian Clergy are in no great Repute, either 
; for Learning or Morais. The Nuns do nat ob- 
ſerve the ſtricteſt Diſcipline, neither are thoſe of 
noble Families kept under a proper Reſtriction; for as 
they do not voluntarily enter into this recluſe Way of 
Life out of a Principle of Devotion, but are perſuaded to 
take this galling Yoke upon themſelves againſt their In- 
clination, for the Conveniency of their Families, they 
do every Thing in their Power to make it ſupportable. 
The Nuns of St. Lorenzo threatened to ſet the Convent on 
Fire, rather than ſubmit to be brought under a greater 
Reſtraint. Theſe Nuns, on Account of their diſtinguiſhed 
Rank, bear the Title of Exc/enza. The Vulgar at Ve- 
nice, as in other Places, are ſuperſtitious; but Perſons of 
Quality are often known to run into the other Extreme, 
and not give themſelves any Concern about Religion. 
Their Skill in Politicks has given them a clear Inſight of 
the Indignity and Detriment accruing by ſubmitting to 
the eccleſiaſtical Power, and encouraged them to aſſert 
ſeveral Privileges and Liberties, of which other Na- 
tions have ſuffered themſelves to be deprived by the En- 
croachments of the Pope. In order to ſupport and per- 
petuate this Liberty, and at the ſame Time prevent Di- 
ſturbances, every Perſon who embraces an eccleſiaſtical 
Life, is excluded from the great Council, and from hav- 
ing any Share in the Government. | 
The Patriarch who is at the Head of the Clergy, 
ſtiles himſelf Divina miſeratione Patriarcha Venetiarum, 


without the Addition uſed by the Biſhops of other Na- 
tions, 


tions, & Janeta Sedes Apoſfolica gratia. He is Primate of 
Dalmatia Metropolitan of the Archbiſhops of Candia, and 
Corfu, and alſo of the Biſhops of Chrozza and Tercello. 
The Council chooſes him out of the Nobility, and the Pope 
confirms the Nomination. His Power and Dignity are 
bat very inconſiderable and even at Venice itſelf, does 
not extend to the Dean and Chapter of St. Mark, who 
bear the Title of Primicerio. TE | 
The Number of Churches, Convents, and Hoſpitals | 
at Venice, are a hundred and fourſcore. end i 
In the Streets, near many of theſe religious Edifices, 
are ſet up white Stones inſcribed with the Word Sacrum, or 
11 Sacrato, to know how far the Privileges of every ſuch 
Foundation extends. 
The moſt remarkable Churches are the following, 
which I have placed in alphabetical Order. 
The Church of St Angelo, is confecrated not only to 
riß and the Virgin Mary, but alſo to the Archangel 
Michael. Near the high Altar is a fine Painting, which 
' repreſents our Saviour healing the lame Man by Trrvi- 
Jani. There are likewiſe in this Church other Pieces, 

by Titian, Peranda, Contarini and Palma. 

In the Church of the holy Apoſtles are ſeveral Monu- 
ment of the Cornell; Family. 

The Church of St. Bae in Seſtiero di San Marco has a 
fine Marble Tabernacle on the high Altar, and upon 
another Altar a fine Baſs-Relief of St. Francis, ſupported | 
in the Air by Angels. Oppoſite to this is the Statue of 
St. Anthony bearing the Infant Je on his Arm, beau- Þ 


tifully done. | 
The Church of St. Cantiano has fine Paintings and 
Sculpture. 


La Carita in the Sefliero di Darſo duro, belongs to the 
Lateran Canons, and is famous for having been the Place 
where Pope Alexander III. privately retided, who was 
leaſed to return the Civility he met with here, with a 
rant of a perpetual Indulgence, every Year on the third 
Day of April. 

St. Catherina, in the Quarter of the Canale Regio, is ad- 
mired, by Connoiſſeurs in Painting, on Account of a 
Pidure of Chrif eſpouſing St. Catherine, exquiſiteliß 
painted by Packs Perone/e. This Church alſo exhibits ſe- | 
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yeral Pieces painted by Tintoretto, nt nu: | 
and Tinelli. 

La Serteſa, or the ande Convanty ſtands on the ian 
of St, Andrea, and hath ſpacious Gardens. The chief No- 
bility have little Cells in this Convent, with Altars be- 
longing to them, which they uſe as ſolitary Retreats for 
Devotion, eſpecially in Lent. Every one of theſe Cells 
has a ſmall Garden, where they keep Numbers of 
Turtles, which are fome of the moſt delicate Proviſions 
allowed in that Seaſon. In the Church are ſome fine 
Sculptures in Marble, among which is St. — N 
Founder of this Order, by Nicola Rinieri. 

The Church of St. Coſmo and St. Damiano, in mw 
Seftiera di Donſo duro, is a very neat Structure, belonging 
to the Benedictine Nuns. The Freſco Paintings on the 
arched Cieling over the great Altar, is by Pellegrini, and 
the Crucifixion on an Altar near it, by Tintoretto. Op- 
poſite to this is the Virgin Mary fitting in the Clouds 
with her Infant, painted in the Year 1497, by Giovanni 
Buoncumſig li. Beides theſe, are alſo four large beautiful 
Pictures: 1. Moser cauſing the Water to iſſue out of. the 
Rock: 2. David dancing before the Ark. 3. Chrifl 
feeding the five thouſand Men. 4. Chriſt driving the 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. 

In the Church ad Corpus Domini, belonging to the De- 
minican Nuns, and in the Seftiero di Canale Regia, over the 
Door, is alſo a beautiful Picture, repreſenting King 
David when he brings home the Ark. But the moſt ad- 
mired Piece, is the Adoration of the Wiſemen on an 
Altar, by Giacomo Palma. 

The Church of La Croce di Venezia, in the Seftier della 
Croce, has fine Paintings; but, with regard to the 
Beauty of the Structure, it is very far ſurpaſſed by that 
of La Croco della Zusca, which has five Altars curiouſly 
embelliſhed with Sculptures, and great Numbers of ad- 
mirable Paintings. 

The Church of St. Domenic, in the Seftiero 4 Caftelhs, 
is alſo well worth ſe by Lovers of Painting. 

In the Sacrifty is a beautiful Statue of whits Marble, 
repreſenting Pope Benedi XIII. 

The high Altar of Marble in St. Bufonie, is extremely 
beautiful, and here are alſo ſome fine Paintings. * 
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The Frari, or Franciſcan Monks, have their principal 
Convent, and beſt Church, in the Seftzero di St. Polo. 
Among the Pictures in the latter are ſeveral Pieces by 
Titiano, Viwarino, Carpaccio, Giov. Contarmi, Catena, Pe- 
randa, Gio. Perino, Palma, Salwiati, and others. | 
The Chapel of St. 4nttory deſerves particular Notice 
for its Beauty. R 
The moſt elegant Monument in all Venice, is that of 
the Doge Giovanni da Pefaro, to be ſeen in this Church ; 
it is entirely of Marble: However, it appeared ſome - 
thing odd to me, that the four Coloſſal Statues ſupporting 
the ſuperb Canopy, under which the Doge is fitting, 
ſhould have Cuſhions both on their Heads and Shoulders, 
as if it were to eaſe them, in ſome Meaſure, of the Preſ- 
ſure of their Load. 0 

In this Convent reſide upwards of eighty Monks, who 
bave but very little Reſpect for the Memory of their 
Brother, Father Coronelli, a celebrated Venetian Coſmo- 
— 25 ; for they told us, with a deal of Regret, that he 

ſunk many thouſand Ducats of the Convent's Mo- 

ney, in his fantaſtical Undertaking of an univerſal Li- 
brary, or encyclopædial Dictionary, which was to con- 
fiſt of furty- five Volumes in Folio. This Work is now 
entirely at a Stand, though ſeveral hundred Copper- 
Plates have been already engraved for it, which are fold 
for a Trifle. Eight Volumes of this Work have been 


publiſhed, but the Proſecution of the Scheme has very 


wiſely been laid afide, and the World has little Need of 
being further encumbered with a new Load, which is 
nothing but a Heap of Errors and Traſh. To Cornell, 
however, Venice is obliged for the Inſtitution of the Aca- 
demic Coſmografica de gli Argonauti, a literary Society, 
whoſe principal View is the Improvement of Coſmo- 
graphy : But hitherto no remarkable Specimens have 
en given in ſo commendable an Undertaking. The 
Globes made by Coronelli, have gained him ſome little 
Reputation, though they are fal of palpable Errors. 
The two largeſt Globes which he finiſhed, were made by 
Cardinal d Etree's Deſire, for Lewis XIV. King of France, 
and were formerly at Marli, from whence they have 
been fince brought to the royal Library at Paris. They 
1 ot 0758 2. de Burt undes 
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ate fiſteen Feet in Diameter; and, 2 
Magnitude, they can be turned round with one's Finger. 
Another Church, dedicated to St. Francis, ſtands in 
the Se/tiero. di Caſtello, and is diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of della Vigna. It has a ſtately Front, built from a De- 
ſign of the celebrated Palladio. Here are to be ſeen two 
Bronze Statues, bigger than the Life; the one repre: 
ſenting Mojes, and the other St. Paul, by Titiano Appetti 
of Padua. | Lille £ 
; On the right Hand, at entering into the Church, is 
an Altar-Piece, in the Capella Grimana, repreſenting the 
Adoration of the three eaſtern Wiſemen, and painted by 
Frederico Zuccaro, in the Year 1564; and on each Side is 
a Bronze Statue, caſt by Camillo Bozzetti. In the Chapel 
of St. Anthony the Abbot, contiguous to it, are ſome 
admirable Statues of Marble, by Alſandro Vittoria. 

The third Chapel in Order, belongs to the Sangreds 
Family, where the Palliotto of its Altar is beautifully in- 
laid with Marble. | 4 
On one Side of the Door, leading to the Convent, is 
the ſcourging of Chriſi, painted by Giacomo Palma; and 
on the other, the Virgin viſiting Elizabeth, by Santo 
Peranda. | 
On the great Altar are two beautiful Pictures of hiſto, 
rical Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, by Pariſis Michiele, 
and ſome fine Marble Sculptures. 
The Altar-Piece in the Cappella di Caſa Badeera, repre- 
ſenting the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, is by Paolo Varongſs. 
In the Cappella Contarina are ſeveral fine Paintings, by 
Giacomo Palma. | ena) bo | 
In the Gardens belonging to the Convent, is a 1 
delightful Grotto, embelliſhed with a Variety of Sh 
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- The Church of St. Giacomo della Guiderea; belongs to 


.the;Serpize Monks; and on its high Altar are. beautiful 


Statues of white Marble. Behind it are two very large 


Pillars of yellow and red Marble, upwards of twenty- 


two Feet in Height, each of which is ſaid to be cut out 
of a ſingle Block. In the Saeriſty are ſome Pictures, by 


Tintaretts... 


Ii Gieſuati were formerly a diſtinct Order from that 
preſent Jeſuits; and a Church in the 2 0 
| or 
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Derfo dure, till bears their Name. But theſe Monks be. 
ing expelled by Pope Clement IX. in 1669, and the Order 
ſuppreſſed, the Dominicans got Poſſeſſion of the Church, 
are now defirous to have it called La n 
io: In it are fine Paintings. 32 
The Church of the Pagri Grefeiti, or Jeſuits, * a no- 
ble Front, adorned with a Profuſion of Statues and Pillars. 
The Ornaments within, are nothing inferior to its out- 
ward Splendor; for the Walls between the Pillars, the 
high Altar, and the Pulpit, are of white Marble, inlaid 
with another Sort, variegated with green and white Spots, 
and in Imitation of Flowers. The high- Altar has fix- 
teen twiſted Pillars of a white and green Marble; the 
Steps of Aſcent, and the Pavement before it, look like a 
yellow and green Carpet. The Tabernacle conſiſts of 
Lapis Laxali. Among many other fine Paintings, the 
moſt admired are the Cireumciſion and Aſcenſion of 
Chrifl, by Tintoretto ; the Martyrdom of St. Laurence, by 
Titiano; the beheading of John the Baptift, by old Palma; 
and the Virgin Mary viſiting Elizabeth, by Andrea 
Schiavone. The Sacriſty is entirely painted by Palna. 
Here are * Marble Monuments of curious Sculp- 
ture; and, among others, that of the Doge Cicogna, by 
Campagna, a celebrated Architect and Statuary. 
The Church of St. Giobbe belongs to the Franciſcans, 
_—_ ſtands in the Seftiero di Canaregio. Among its fine 
are the Birth of Chrif, by Hieronymo Breſſano; 
= e Pr tation of the Infant Jeſus in the Temple, by 
Vichore Carpaccio, er with ſome others, by Grow. 
Belino, and Carletto Calliari, Son of Paolo Veroneſe. 
Here is alſo a fuperb Mauſoleum, erected in Honour 
of Renaud de Foyer, Count 4 Argenſon, Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary from the Court of France, who died at Venice 
before he had made his publick Entry. The Sculpture 
is by Claude Perreau, à Frenchman, and according to a 
Plan ſent hither from Nome. On a large black Pyramid 
of Marble, with which this Monument is embe liſhed, 
is a long Account of the Deceaſed in Gold Letters. 
Oppoſite to St. Mars Square ſtands the Convent of 
St. Giorgio Oey on an Iſland of the ſame Name, 


' whete' reſide eighty Bentd/#inr Monks. Here is a beau- 
tiful Gallery of two hundred and nine common pune 
+ OR ength, 
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Prize at it in his Countenance. 


Length, has a noble Proſpect from it, and a ſtately Stair- 
Caſe, built by the Architect Baltbaſar Longhena, whoſe 
Buſt is over the Middle Entrance of the Library : The 
latter has three Doors to it, is of a conſiderable Length, 
and embelliſhed with two Rows of Pillars, ſupporting a 
Gallery that goes quite round it. At Top are wooden 
Statues of ſeveral learned Men of Antiquity. This is 
the fineſt Library in all Venice, though the Collection of 
Books be not very numerous. 'The emblematical Paint- 
ings on the Cieling, are by Giovanni Valorofi, Giav. Coli, 
and Filippo Gherardi, a Native of Lucca. . 
In the Refectory is a Picture, by Paolo Gagliari Feroneſe, 
repreſenting the Marriage at Cana in Ga//ilee, which, both 
for the Execution and Magnitude of it, is reckoned one 
of the moſt celebrated Pieces in the whole World. It is 
thirty-two Feet in Breadth, and takes up one Side of the 
Dining-Room. The Number of Figures in this Piece 
amounts to one hundred and twenty, among whom, in- 
deed, the Bridegroom and Bride cannot be dülingwsked 
from the Gueſts. The Painter, however, has taken Care 
to repreſent himſelf playing on a muſical Inſtrument, and 
his Brother with a Glaſs of Wine in his Hand. The 
Faces of the other Gueſts moſtly repreſent the Benedifine 
Monks, who lived at that Time in the Convent. As 
the 7ralians, when they would commend any Piece of 
Painting as extraordinary, commonly ſay, that Zewis 
XIV. of France, or Augufius King of Poland, offered a 
vaſt Sum of Money for it, but which was refuſed ; ſo they 
pretend, with regard to this Picture, that the King of France 
would have covered it entirely with Louis d'Ors, if the 
Monks would have parted with it for that Price. But all the 
Artiſt had from the Convent for painting this Piece, was 
three hundred Silver Ducats, and a Caſk of Wine. He 
was a whole Year about it, having taken Refuge here on 
Account of a Murder which he had committed in the 
City. Giovanui Battifla Janni has publiſhed a Tapper 
Plate of this Piece on two Sheets of imperial Paper. 
One Fault found with this Picture, is, that among ſuch a 
numerons Company, few, of them take any. Notice of 
the miraculous Change of the Water into Wine, and 
not one of them ſeems to expreſs any Emotion or Sur- 
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The Garden belonging to the Convent is large and 
beautiful; has excellent Hedges and covered alks, 
interwoven with Vines. | 

The Church has a grand Front of Pietra Brians, built 
from a Deſign of Andrea Pallauio. And, among other 
Marble Statues by Battiſta Albaneſe Vicentins, are thoſe of 
St. Stephen and St. George. 

Here are fine Monuments of ſeveral Doges, among 
which is that of Doge Domenico, who at the Siege of 
Tyre, when the Yenetian Fleet was in Want of 'Money, 
ordered Counters, made of Leather, to paſs for current 


in, till they ſhould be called in. Theſe Pieces went 


y the Name of Michelotti; and, in Memory of that 
Tranſaction, his Deſcendants to this Day bear a Golden 
Coin in their Arms. On the Stalls of he Monks in the 
Choir are fine Sculptures, repreſenting the Life of St, 
Benedict, with the Palaces, Churches, Gardens, Animals, 
and Landſcapes occurring in his Hiftory, ſaid to have 
been done by one Albert Van Brule, a Flemming, when 
only in the twenty-fifth Year of his Age. The Pavement 
of the Choir is curiouſly inlaid with Marble. The high 
Altar, which is of beautiful Marble, is inſulated or de- 
tached from the Wall, and on it ar the four Evangeliſts 
in Braſs, ſupporting a Globe of —— gilt, repreſenting 

e Earth, over which appears OD the Father. This 

ece was caſt by Girolamo — 

On the Altar of the Virgin Mary is her Statue beau- 
ffs executed. 
Here are ſeveral elegant Pieces of Painting, among 
Which are, the Martyrdom of St. Stephen (whoſe Body i 15 
ſaid to be preſerved i in this Church); Manna falling from 
Heaven; the laſt Supper; and the Deſcent from the 
Croſs, N by Tintoretto; but the capital Piece is the 
Birth of our Saviour, by Giaromo Baſſano, generally ſtiled 
Baſſano Vecchia. 

On the firſt Altar, near the Entrance on dhe right 
Hand, the Cavalier Leandro da Baſſana has painted the 


Miracle wrought in Favour of St. Lucia, whom ſeveral Þ 


Oxen could not draw to a diſſolute Place, where her 
Chaſtity was in Danger of being affaulted/by Violence. 


ear the Cappela Magiore, is the Altar of V4ncen/o Moro- 


Eni, remarkable for its Pillars of white and Violet * 
e 
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ed Marble, called Pa vonacceos, whoſe beautiful Veins and 
Spots repreſent the Heads of Men, Fowls, and Fith ; 
but a ſtrong Imagination is requiſite to form the Idea: 
Tae Body of a Man, however, with his Arms extended and 
Legs cloſe together, may be plainly diſtinguiſhed ; but 
there is not the leaft Similitude of a Croſs behind it, 
though it is commonly ſuppoſed to repreſent our Saviour 
on the Croſs. 

St. Giuſeppe in Seftiero de S. Marco, belongs to the Nuns 
of St. Auguſtine, The Nativity of Chrift, over the high 


| Altar, was painted by Paolo Veroneſe at the Expence of 


Gieronymo Grimani, Procurator of St. Mari, who alſo em- 
belliſhed the Cappella Maggiore, where his Aſhes were aſter- 
wards interred, with ſeveral Ornaments. 

In the Church of St. John the Ewvangelift, are ſeveral. 
fine ſepulchral Monuments belonging to the Badoaro Fa- 
mily : But if you would prefer fine Paintings, the Church 
of St. John and St. Paul are the fineſt in Venice, being em- 
belliſhed with the Works of the moſt celebrated Maſters 
namely, Palma, Viwarino, Titian, Paolo Veroneſe, Polydurr 
i Carawagio, Tintoretto, Andrea Cortona, Leonardo Corona, 
Santo Peranda, the two Baſſani, Matheo Ingolia da Ravenna, + 
Liberi, Bellino and others; but among all theſe Pieces, 
that 1 the Death of Peter Martyr, the Domini- 
can Monk, by Titian, is allowed to excel. And it muſt. 
be granted, that nothing can exceed the Expreſſion of 
the various Paſſions in the Countenances of the Perſons 
preſent ; indeed, none of Titian's Pieces, now extant, are 
equal to this. | 

Nor is this Church deftitute of ſepulchral Monuments; 
among which are ſeveral Doges, four of whom have 
been . — by the Republick with modern Statues on 
their Tombs; the Horſe on that of Horatio Ballaomi is 
reckoned a Maſter-Piece. 

Among the Doges interred here, are Pietro and Gio. 
vammi Maceni go, and Leonardo Lauridans, whoſe elegant 
Monuments deſerve particular Notice, on Account of 
their Beauty and elegant Sculpture. Girolamo Campagna 
has given a noble Specimen of his Talents in Sculpture 
on the Tomb of Leonardo Lauredani. 

In a beautiful Marble Tomb is depoſited the Skin of 
we unfortunate Marco Antonio Bragadeni, who, after ſur- 
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rendering the Fort of Famagufia, in Cyprus, in the Yeat 
1571, was flayed alive by the perfidious Turks, contrary 
to the Articles of Capitulation. The heroic Bragaden: 


not only bore the many Tortures inflicted on him, but 


alſo the cruel Death with the greateſt Conſtancy. Mu/- 
tapha, the Ottoman General, cauſed the Skin of this un- 
happy Victim to be ſtuffed with Straw ; and, by Way of 
Indignity, faſtened on the Back of a Cow, and carried 
through the conquered: City in Proceſſion, under a red 
Umbrella, which Bragadeni made Uſe of when he took 
a View of the Fortifications. He then fixed it on the 
Vard-Arm of a Ship, after which he carried it in Triumph 


through Syria, and at laſt to Conſlantinople, from whence 


his Brother obtained it at a large Expence. The other 
Parts of his Body, that could be collected, are burried 
in St. Gregory's Church in Seftiero di Donſa duro. 

Over the Door of the Sacriſty are the Monuments of 
Titian; and the two Palma's: The Inſide of the Sacriſty 
is adorned with beautiful Paintings, by Leandro Baſſano 


and Fialeiti, repreſenting ſeveral Paſſages of the Life off 
St. Domenic; other Paſſages, relating to the ſame Saint, 


are done in Baſs-Reliefs of Bronze. Near the Chapel of 
this Saint, on the right Hand in the Church, is a beau- 
tifal Monument of an uncommon Magnitude, on which 
are three Statues of white Marble, repreſenting the Doge 
Hertucci Valeri, his Son Sifveflro Valeri, and the Wife of 
the latter. | 

On the left Hand, near the high Altar, is a capital 
Piece of Painting, which repreſents the victorious Battle 
fought by the Yenetians againſt the Turks, in the Year 
1656, the Day after the Feſtival of St. Paul and St. 
Fohn, near the Dardanals. It was executed by Fo/eph 
Extio, a Painter of Aug /burg, in the Year 1657. In this 
Piece are alſo repreſented Bertucci Valeri, then Doge, to- 
gether. with ſeveral Senators kneeling before the Holy 
Trinity, the Virgin Mary, St. John and St. Paul. 

The Capela del Roſario is ornamented with elegant 
Sculptures in Marble, and fine Paintings. The Outfide 
of the Church is adorned with curious Marble Baſs- 
Reliefs of Fruit and Flowers. Facing the Church ſtands 
a Braſs equeſtrian Statue of Bartolomeo Colleoni, by Au- 
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drea det Verrochio, of Florence. Pietro Spino wrote the Life 
of this great Warrior. | 

Andrea Verrochia, a Diſciple of Donatello, was an ex- 
celent Painter, Sculptor, Mathematician, Muſician, and 
Goldſmith. He was the firſt that took Caſts from the 
Faces of dead Perſons in a Kind of Plaiſter. The equeſ- 
trian Statue of Colleoni is greatly to his Honour; but 
ſeveral find Fault with the unnatural Poſition of the 
Horſe, which, contrary to the Motion of Quadrupeds, 
lifts up two Feet at once on the ſame Side. 

In the Cloiſters round the Dominican Convent to which 
St. John and St. Paul's Church belongs, near the Monu- 
ments are. fine Slabs of Marble and Porphyry fixed in 
the Wall; and over the Doors and Windows are the 


Buſts of the moſt celebrated Perſons of the Dominican 


Order. In the lower Story is the old RefeQory, in 
which are ſeveral fine Paintings. The new Refectories, 
one for the Feſtivals and the other for Faſts, are bath in 
an upper Story. In the former is a fine Picture by Paolo 
Veroneſe, repreſenting our Saviour at an Entertainment in 
the Houſe of Simon the Leper. It is painted on Canvas, 
and was once torn in three Pieces to preſerve it from 
being burnt. Another Piece repreſents Mary Magdalene 
wiping our Saviour's Feet with her Hairs while he fat 
at Table. This is only a Copy of a Piece painted by 
Paolo Veroneſe, the Original of which is in France, but 
well deſerves Attention. In the RefeQory for the Faſt- 
Days, Petro della Vecchia has painted the Martyrdom of 
St. John and St. Paul. | 

This Convent conſtantly maintains ninety Monks; but 
the whole Number, on this Foundation, amounts to a- 
bout a hundred. The Books in the Library are well 
arranged; and the Diſpenſary of this ſpacious and beau- 
= Convent, extremely well furniſhed, and in excellent 

er. | 

In the Capela di S. Maria della Pace, belonging to this 
Convent, is a fine Altar, and ſome good Pieces of 
Painting by Baſſano, Carpaccio, and Andrea. Celiſti, a 
Venetian. | 

The Church of St. Gialiano, in the Szſtiero di S. Marco, 
has ſome excellent Pictures; one of which, repreſenting 
St. Chriflopher, is aſcribed to Antonelli Mamertini, who, 
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according to ſome, was the firſt Inventor of the Method 
of Painting in Oil-Colours. The beautiful Marble Front 
of this Church was deſigned by Sar/owino. 

The Church of St. Gigſtina, in Szfiiero di Caſtellor, has 
an elegant Front of MHrian Stone, deſigned by Balthaſar 
Longhena, decorated with Pillars and Statues. The high 
Altar conſiſts of curious Marble, Porphyry, and Serpen- 
tine. The four Pillars are of white Marble, adorned 
with Foliages and Flowers. 

The Tabernacle, which is compoſed of Coral, Diaſpro, 
Agate, Cornelian, and Lapis Laxuli, is ſupported by ſix- 
teen ſmall Pillars of curious red Jaſper, and coſt fifteen 
thouſand Ducats. | 

There are alſo two Statues of Parian Marble repre- 
ſenting Thomas Aquinas and St. Peter: "Fhe former is the 
Work of Artenio Lombardo, and the latter of Paolo Mila- 
neſe. The Paintings deſerve particular Notice. In the 

Wall is a Stone in which St. tina has left the Impreſ- 
fion of her Knees. 1 4 1 

In the Ifland of St. Helena, is a Church belonging to 
the white Oliwetan Monks, and commonly called St. 
Lena. It is decorated with, and contains, the Monu- 
ments of ſeveral famous Perſons. | h 

In Venice are four Hoſpitals which deſerve particular 
Notice: 1. S. Giovanni e Paolo, 2. De Gl, Incurab:li.- 
3. S. Lazaro de Mendicunti. 4. Della Prita. In the lat- 
ter, not only Foundlings, but other poor Children, and 
even Perſons arrived at the Years of Maturity, are taken 
in. Some of the Girls are inſtructed in Mufick, and at- 
tain to great Perfection, both in Singing and playing on 
the Violin, Organ, Hautboy, Theorbo, and other In- 
ſtruments. Every Saturday and Sunday elegant Pieces 
of Muſick are performed in the Churches of theſe Hoſ- 
pitals. It begins about two Hours beſore Sun ſet, and 
laſts 'till the Ave-Maria. A Perſon generally gives about 
Twopence for his Seat in the Church. Theſe young 
Women, who are the only Performers at theſe Concerts, 
appear in Publick only twice a Year, when they walk 
abroad with their Principal, or Guardian ; nor can they 
quit theſe Hoſpitals, but in Cafe of Marriage ; and even 
that is not obtained without great Difficulty, it being no 
eaſy Taſk to fill thoſe Vacancies; beſides the W 
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of their Education is very conſiderable. The Republick 
allows a Salary for a Maſter of Muſick to every one of 
theſe Hoſpitals; and the moſt celebrated Muſicians do 
not think it beneath them to accept the Office. 
The Church of the Spedale de Medicanti is dedicated to 
St. Lazarus; and has ſeveral Monumeuts belonging to 
the Families of Capello, Mora, and others; together with 
a good Collection of Pictures. The Font in this Church 
was deſigned by Sardi. 
In the Church 4 S. Leone, in the Seftiero di Caſtello, 
are ſome Pieces painted by Palma, and Pietro Vecchia. 
Among the Reliques is a bloody Winding- Sheet, ſaid to 
be that wrapt about our Saviour's Body at his Burial. 

S. Lerenzo is a Convent of Benedidtine Nuns, in which 

the chief of the Nobility place their Daughters and Siſ- 
ters. Their Diſcipline is not very auſtere, nor are they 
obliged to wear the Veil; but their Parlours are well 
ſecured with Bars and Grates. They do not, however, 
want for agreeable Converiation and Amuſements. Their 
Number amounts to ſeventy. Among their Reliques is 
a Coif, faid to have been worn by the Virgin Mary. The 
Church is decorated with ſeveral Pieces of fine Marble 
Sculpture; and ſome Paintings, by Palma, Tintoretto, and 
Girol, Pilatti. 
In the Church di S. Luca, was formerly the Tomb of 
Pietro Aretini, who, on Account of his ſarcaſtical Stile in 
ſatiriſing the Great, was called Hagellum Principum ; but 
his diſſolute Manner of Life, and atheiſtical Writings, 
have left an indelible Stain on his Memory. 

St. Mark's Church is famous for five Braſs Doors is 
the Front ; that in the Middle is the largeſt, and inlaid 
* with Silver. Some pretend, that theſe Doors formerly 
' belonged to the Church of St. Sophia at Conflantinople ; 

and Gat they were brought hither with the four Brafs 
Horſes placed over them ; but this ConjeQure is wholly 
deſtitute of Foundation. Others affirm, that the Horſes 
formerly belonged to the Chariot of the Sun, placed on 
the triumphal Arch erected at Rome by Nero, on Account 
of his Victory over the Parthians ; that Conſtantine the 
Great tranſported them to his Hippodromus at Conſtauti- 
nople; from whence, in the Year 1206, they were brought 
to Venice. But this Opinion ſeems to be confuted by an 
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anonymous Author, who, in the thirteenth Century, 
wrote a Treatiſe de Mirabililus Roma, ſince publiſhed by 
Montfaucon. This Author mentions four Horſes exactly 
reſembling theſe at Venice, which he ſays were at that 
Time ftanding in Nero's Circus at Rome. The Opinion 
that they were the Work of Liſippus, and ſent as a Pre- 
lent from Yridates, King of Armenia, to Tiberius, has no 
better Foundation. This, however, is certain, that for 
Work manſhip nothing can exceed them. They are of 
Braſs, and ſeem to have formerly been gilt., | 

On the Front are likewiſe many fine Bees of Moſaick 
Work, with ſeveral Statues and other Pieces of Sculp- 
ture; and near the Entrance four red Porphyry Pillars. 
On the Angle facing the Brog/io, are two Porphyry Sta- 
tues repreſenting Love and Friendſhip. 

Near the Entrance is a Sort of a Gallery or Cloiſter, 
ſurrounding great Part of the Church, and contains ſe- 
veral Monuments of Doges and other celebrated Per- 
ſons. Near the middle Entrance of this Gallery is a 
{mall Serpentine Stone, of a rhomboidal Figure, placed 
on another Stone, on which Pope Alexander III. is ſaid 
to have ſtood when he ſet his Foot upon the Emperor 
Barbareſſa's Neck. The Inſide of the Church is deco- 
rated with eight Pillars of black and white Marble, ſaid 
to have been thoſe of Solomon's Temple at Jeruſalem. 
The high Altar is very magnificent, and behind it are 
four large Alabaſter Pillars, two of which are tranſparent, 
as may be ſeen by holding a lighted Candle on the 0- 
ther Side. | a MUST 

Of all the Chapels in this Church, that of the Virgin 
Mary deſerves the Preference, and chiefly on Account of 
the admirabie Pieces in Moſaick, repreſenting the Birth 
of our Saviour, his Preſentation in the Temple, the An- 
nunciation, Viſitation, Death, and Aſſumption of the 
Virgin Mary, on a gilt Ground by Gambiono. Moſt of 
the Moſaick Pieces in this Church are on gilt Grounds, 
and were deſigned by Tinteretto, Palma, Pietro Vecchio, 
and other celebrated Painters. 1 . 

In the Chapel of Cardinal Zeno, a Stone is inſerted in 
the Wall of a large Size, having three Holes about half 
an Inch Diameter placed in a triangular Form. An 
Inſcription under it, in four Gree& Iambic Verſes, informs 

us, 
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us, that this Stone was placed at Conflantinople, over a 
Spring or Fountain, and that the Water flowed through 
theſe Holes; but the Infcription not being rightly un- 
derſtood, and the Name of Meſes being legible on the 
Stone, it was conſidered as the very identical Stone out 
of which Maſes ſupplied the Mraelites with Water in the 
Wilderneſs. This is mentioned by Sazſevine (Venetia. 
Deſcritta, p. 97.) Martinelli ( Ritratto di Venezia, p. 18.) 
and other Popiſh Writers; ſome of which pretend, that 
Michael Palaologus diſcovered thoſe Springs of Maſes in 
the Wilderneſs, and cauſed this Inſcription to be put on 
the Stone. ä 

The Tomb of St. Marl the Evangeliſt, is ſaid by ſome 
to have been in the Chapel 4/ Sagramento, behind the 
high Altar; others maintain, that it is not known with 
any Certainty, even at Venice, in what Part of the Church 
his Aſhes are interred ; while others ſay, that this Secret 
is only known to the Dean and Procurators of St. Mark. 
The Thumbs of this Evangelift, however, cannot be in 
his Grave, where-ever he lies, one of them being in the 
Sacriſty of this Church, and the other in the Caſtle 
Church at Hanover. 

A Traveller, after ſeeing St. Mark's Treaſury, is con- 
vinced, that, like many other Things, it has been pro- 
digiouſly magnified by Report. A great Part of its for- 
mer Riches was indeed expended in the late Turk; 
Wars; but it contains nothing at preſent except ſome 
valuable Altar Furniture and {ſpurious Reliques. 

But what they ſet the greateſt Value on is the Goſpel 
of St. Mark, pretended to be the Original, written with 
his own Hand. But, by whoever ic was written, it is 
now abſolutely illegible ; ſo that the Criticks would be 
at a terrible Loſs to reconcile the various Readings by 
this Manuſcript. 

In this Treaſury is alſo kept the Goſpels, ſaid to be 
written by St. Chry/o/tom's own Hand. | 

The Church of S. Maria de Carmini, in the Seftiero de 
Derſa Duro, is adorned with ſeveral curious Pieces of 
Paintings. Over the main Entrance is the Monument- 
of Giacomo Foſeari, Procurator of St. Mark, and decorated 
with curious Sculptures in Marble. 
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St. Maria Formoſa, im the Seftiero di Caftells, has fome 
fine Pieces of Painting, and elegant Marble Sculpture ; 
eſpecially about the high Altar. N 

Over the main Entrance of one of the Fronts is a 
Stone Sarcophagus. The Inſide of the Cupola is deco- 
rated with ſeveral Marble Statues; what chiefly attracts 
the Eye of the Spectator is the magnificent Monument 
erected in the Year 1690, to the Memory of Bartolomeo 
and Antonio Tonnoni; oppoſite to which is another erected 
for Turrini Tonnoni. ö 
St. Maria del Horto, in the Seſitero di Canaregio, is a- 
dorned with ſome good Paintings; among which, in the 
Chapel of the high Altar, are two capital Pieces, by 
Tintoretto; one repreſenting the Apoſtacy of the //rae/ites 
in worſhiping the golden Calf, and the other the laſt 
Judgment. On this Altar ſtands a Statue of St. Chrifio- 
ber, of a gigantick Size. 8 

Among the many beautiful Paintings in the Church 
of St. Maria Maggiore, in the Seſliero di Dorſo Duro, is 
a Picture repreſenting the Ark of Noab, by Bafſano Vec- 
co, fo highly valued, that Endeavours have been uſed 
to obtain Copies of it for many Collections, and Cabi- 
nets of the Cicus. The Aſſumption of the Virgin Mary, 
on the high Altar, is done by Paclo Veroneſe. The Pillars 
of this Church are covered with gilt Leather. 

St. Maria de Miracoli, in the Seftiero di Canaregio, muſt 
not be omitted on Account of its beautiful Marble Baſs- 
Reliefs. The Statue of the Virgin Mary, over the main 
Entrance, is the Work of the famous Pirgotele. Under 
the Organ are two Boys in Marble, brought hither from 
Ravenna, and ſaid to be the Work of Praxiteles. 

A flagrant Proof of the Villany of Popiſb Prieſts, and 
that the Emperor, Henry VII. was not the only Perſon 
Poiſoned by the Hoſt, is exhibited in the Church of St. 
Maria di Miſericordia, in the Seftiero di Cararegio, the 
Epitaph on the Tomb of one Gioronimi Savina informs 
us, that he was poiſoned by an impious Wretch in the 
conſecrated Elements on the ninth of June, in the 
Year 1601. | | 

St. Maria in Nazareth, in the Sefliero di Canaregio, be- 
longs to the Carmelites, and has a fine Front. It is not 
very large, but beautifully ornamented, all the — 4 
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being painted, or lined with white, red, and purple 
Marble. The Altar is embellihed with Marble Sculp- 
tures, and the whole Church decorated with curious 

Paintings. | IB, 424.4 

Santa Maria della Salute is an octangular Structure, de- 
ſigned by Baliaxare Longhena, It was built by the Re- 
publick, purſuant to a general Vow made during the 
Ravages of a terrible Peſtilence in the Year 1630. It is 
fnely decorated with Marble Statues, within and with- 
out, their Number exceeding a hundred and thirty; and 
the whole Expence of this noble Structure is ſaid to hav 

amounted to a Million.of Money. | 

Among the Paintings, the moſt eſteemed are the Deſ- 
cent of the Holy Gholt, by Titian, and a capital Piece in 
the Sacriſty, by 7 7ntoretto, repreſenting the Marriage in 
Cana of Gallilze. On the high Altar is a Marble Groupe 
n the Republick of Venice p roſtrate before 
the holy Virgin, and an Angel ſtopping the Rage of 
the Peſtilence. 

In the Convent belonging to this Church the Patres 
Zomaſche, or Somaſcæ, reſide; the Library is well fur- 
niſhed with valuable Books, and on the Outfide of it is 
a noble Gallery, on which ſtands thirty-four Statues of 
the moſt eminent Fathers of the Church, together with 
ſome Moderns, diſtinguiſhed for their great Learning, 
as. Albertus Magnus, Cardinal Baronius, and others. 

In St. Maria de Serwvi, in the Seftiero di Canaregio, are 
interred the Doges Fanciſeo Donato, and Andrea YVandra- 
mino. Over the Altar is an elegant Piece of Painting, 
by Salucati, repreſenting the Aſſumption, of the Virgin 
Mary. 

The Front of S. Maria Zabenigo, in Seſtiero di S. Marco, 
is one of the moſt magnificent in the World. The whole 
ſeems to be contained in one intire Piece, but is embel- 
liſhed with Pillars, Statues, and Baſs-Reliefs, repreſent- 
ing Forts, Ships, and Trophies, all of Marble. It was 
deſigned by the celebrated Benoni. The ſquare Tower, 
near this Church, inclines conſ:derably from a perpen- 
dicular Direction. | 

In the Church &. Mariza de Seſtiero di Caftello, near the 
Entrance on the right Hand, is an Altar where penitent 
Praſlitutes, every Friday, perform their Devotions. In 
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a Chapel, on the right Side of the Altar, is a Groupe 
in white Marble, repreſenting the holy Virgin between 
two Angels. | 
In S. Martino is a noble Monument erected to the 
Memory of the Doge Franciſcus Erizzo, who died in the 
Year 1640. It was executed by Carneri. This Church 
ſands in the Seftiero di Caftello. 

The Church built on the Iſland of St. Michael, be- 
tween the Iſland of Murano and Venice, belongs to the 


white Monks, called Patre Camaldolenſes. In the Gallery 


before the Church are two Pictures, one repreſenting the 
Haelites worſhiping the golden Calf, and the other 
Moſes erecting the brazen Serpent. 

The Venetians, contrary to other Roman Catholick Coun- 
tries, have dedicated Churches to ſeveral of the Few 
Worthies; as Samuel, Jeremiah, Daniel, and Job; and, 
among the reſt, have honoured Mo/es with one. The 
latter is ſituated in the Seſfiero di 8. Marco. The Front is 
very elegant, and the high Altar embelliſhed with fine 

Sculptures in Marble. 

In the Church of S. Nicola di Tolentino, the Cornari have 

2 ſuperb Chapel, where two Doges of that noble Fa- 
mily are interred, and elegant Monuments erected to 
their Memory. The high Altar is finely decorated with 
Statues and Sculptures in Marble. 

The Church of S. Pietro de Caftello, is beautified with 
elegant Marble Pillars; and on the high Altar are 
twelve exquiſite Statues of Marble, fix of which ſupport 
a Sarcophagus, where the Body of S. Lorenzo Juſtiniani, 
the firſt Partriarch of Venice, was depoſited. The Church 
and Chapels are finely decorated with Paintings, a- 
mong which is a Portrait of the Virgin Mary, with her 
divine Infant in the Capella del Cardinale, Yendramino, by 
Giordano. 

The Church called 2/ Redentore, in the Seftiero di Dorſa 
Duro, belonging to the Capuchins, is entirely new, and 
very light in the Infide. It is finely adorned with ele- 
gant Paintings by Tintoretto, Franceſco Palma, Giucomo 

alma, and Paolo Yeroneſe. The high Altar is decorated 
with Statues, Baſs-Reliefs, and Pieces of Sculpture. 

The Church 4; S. Rocco, is in the C2ſtiero de S. Paolo, 
and among ſeveral fine Paintings 1s one repreſenting our 
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Saviour led out to his Crucifixion, by Trtian. The high 
Altar is ſplendidly decorated witk curious Species of 
Marble. | 

In the Church S. Salvatore, in the Seſfiero di S. Marco, 
3s a fine Monument of Catharena Cornaro, Queen of Cy- 
prus, embelliſhed with elegant Baſs-Reliefs in Marble. 
Several other elegant Monuments are erected in this 
Church, which is alſo finely adorned with Paintings, 
among which is a Piece repreſenting the Annunciation, 
by Titian. 

The Scuole are thoſe Chapels, or Halls, belonging to 
certain religious Fraternities of Mechanicks, where they 
meet to perform their Devotions, and on other Affairs. 
The Number of Scuole, in Venice, amounts to forty ; fix 
of which, for their Mapnitude, are called Scus/e Grandi. 

The Front of- the Sola di S. Rocco, in the Seftiera di 
S. Paolo, is adorned with fine Sculptures in Marble. 

The Church of S. Sebaftiano is fituated in the Scfficro 
de Dorſo Duro, and contains ſeveral Pictures, by Paolo Ver- 
roneſe, among which our Saviour fitting at Table with: 
Simon the Leper, and Mary Magdalene anointing bis Feet, 
is a Piece highly efleemed. In this Church the Remains 
of that famous Painter are interred. | 

The Church called 7/ Sepolcro, in the Seſtiero di Capello, 
has its Name from a large Monument of J#riaz Marble 
erected there, in Imitation of the holy Sepulchre, ia 
which our Saviour was buried at Jerz/a/em. Over the 
Altar is an elegant Piece repreſenting the Aſſumption of 
the holy Virgin, by Palma. 

The Church 4. Spirito Santo, is in the Seſtiero di Dorſe 
Duro, and belongs to the Auguſtine Nuns, In this Strue- 
ture are the Monuments of the Senator and celebrated 
Hiſtorian Paolo uta, and two other Senators of that, 
Family . 

The Church of S. Stefano, in the Scffiero di S. Marco, 
is a Gothick Structure, called by the Valiant, Struttura 
Talgſca. On the ight Hand near the Entrance with'n 
the Church, is an Altar of Marble adorned with ad- 
mirable Pieces of Sculpture. On one Side is Fortitude 
leaning on a Pillar, with a Flambeau in her left Hand; 


and on the ther Prudence, olding a Book, 
K 6 In 
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In the Convent belonging to this Church are ſeveral 
hiſtorical Paſſages of the Old and New Teſtament, paint- 
ed in Freſco, by Antonio Licino da Pardenone, among which 
are the Judgment of Solomon; David with Geliab's Head; 
Abraham's intended Sacrifice of his Son; Cain ſlaying 
his Brother Abel; Adam and Ewe driven out of Paradiſe; 
our Saviour converſing with the Woman of Samaria; the 
Burial of Chr, and his Reſurrection; the {toning of 
Stephen; and the Converſion of St. Paul. 

The Church of the S. Vitale, in Seſtiero di S. Marco, has 
ſeveral Baſs-Reliefs in Marble that merit Obſervation. 

S. Zaccaria, in the Seſtiero di Caſtells, on Account of 
its fine Marble Pillars, and curious Paintings, is far 
from being the leaſt beautiful among the Churches of 
Venice. Over the Entrance is a Marble Statue of Zacha- 
rigs, Father of eln the Baptiſt, as big as real Life, done 
by Alleſandro Vittoria. . 

Over an Altar, on the right Hand as-you enter the 
Church, is a Piece of Painting, in which our Saviour 
is repreſented diſtributing bt Oar" Waters to his Diſ- 
ciples, who kneel before him. Here is a great Variety 
of excellent Paintings, two of which deſerve particular 
Notice; the firſt repreſents the eaſtern Magi coming 


to Bethlehem; and the ſecond the Adoration of the 
Shepherds, 3 82 
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Journey from VENICE to TRIESTE, Fiume, Bucca- 
g RI, PORTO RE, &c. 


SIR, 

N travelling from Venice to Vienna, the ſhorteſt Road 
1 is through Padua, where you agree with a Vetturino, 

who for Carriage and Diet, gencrally charges from 
twelve to fourteen Ducats for every Fenger; but as 
few remarkable Objects preſent themielves in that Road 
to ſatisfy the Curioſity of a Traveller, our Company de- 
termined to take the Way of Trieſe and Fiume, tio Places 
now famous for Commerce, and from thence to take a 
View of the natural Curiofities in the Dutchy of Carniola. 
Thoſe who are fearful of committing themſelves to the 
Mercy of the Sea, may perform the Journey by £r{t go. 
ing in a Bark to Feſette, and from thence in a Chaiſe to 
Palma. Being arrived at Monte Falcone, a Bark may be 
eaſily hired to Tri-fle, By going this Road between 
Monta and Outagnia, you have an Opportunity of ſeeing 
the fine Palace and Gardens of the Magnini, a Venetian 
Family. Before you reach Monte Falcone, on the right 
Hand Side of the Road are ſome old Walls and a Tow- 
er, the ruinous Remains of that once celebrated City of 
Aquileja, 

The Mildneſs of the Seaſon encouraged us to take the 
ſhorteſt Way by going from Venice to Trifle by Sea, and 
accordingly we provided ourſelves with Certificates of 
Health, which are diſtributed gratis at a large Edifice 
oppoſite the Salt Office. 

Triefie is beautifully ſituated on the Dechvity of a 
Hill, about which the Vineyards form a Semicircle. 
The 'Town is but ſmall, and the Fort, which ſtands on 
an Eminence, is ſurrounded with Ditches ; bat otherwiſe 

: W 
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in a very defenceleſs Condition, and garriſoned only with 
forty five Men. They are at preſent erecting ſome new 
Fortifications on both Sides of. the narrow Paſlage lead- 
ing into the inner Harbour. The Natives of Trigſe are 
accuſed of being lazy and proud; Never applying them- 
ſelves to any uſeful Employment, and of being of ſuch 
an envious Diſpoſition, as. to moleſt Strangers to the 
utmoſt of their Power. 

Beſides the annual Fair lately inſtituted, the Staple. 
Commodites of Trieſſe are Salt, Oil, Almonds, Iron, and 
Minerals brought thither from Lauback. 

The Jeſuits Church at Trieſe is well built; but the 
Paintings and other Ornaments very indifferent, Near 
the Caſtle are two Chapels adorned with moſaick Work. 
The Streets are very narrow and uneven, except only in 
the Market-place, which is large and ſpacious. 

About a German Mile from Triefte is the Caſtle of Ser- 
vulo ſituated on a high Mountain, from whence there is 
an inchanting Proſpect. Near it is the Mouth or En- 
trance of a famous Cavern in which the lapideous Exu- 
dations have formed on the Top and Sides ſeveral large 
Pillars and a Variety of F __ of white and blue Co- 
lours. This Cavern is very ſpacious, and at the Entrance 
into it being on the Side of a Mountain, upward of 
thirty Stone Steps are cut in the Acclivity for the Con- 
veniency of thoſe who are ford of the Curioſities of Na- 
ture, 

In a Rock juſt under the Caftle of St, Serwulo is an- 
other Cave, to the Entrance of which you paſs over a 
Draw-bridge. The Inhabitants of the Country in trouble- 
ſome Times uſed to lodge their Goods and Effects in this 
Cavern, and by drawing up the Bridge effectually ſecure 
them from the Enemy. 
 Raxazxa, lies about Mid-way between Triefle and Fi. 

ume, and twelve or fifteen Ialian Miles from thence, a 
Traveller has the Pleaſure of entering on a good Road. 

The little Town of C-/?za which has its Name from 
the great Number of Cheſtnut Tecs in its Neighbour- 
hood, lies on the right Hand, and is a Lordſhip uclong- 
ing to the Jeſuits College at Fiume. 

Fiume is fituated in a Valley near Gen d noted 


for good Wane, Figs, and other russ. io ae 
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bear twice a Year, but the latter Fruit is not fo large as 
the former. 'The Fruit in general produced here, would 
be remarkably excellent, were it not for the tedious, 
Rains, and Drought which have not their frequent Vi- 
ciſſitudes, but each laſts too long a Space of Time. 

This City is very populous and contains more People 
than Trieſte, Near the Arſenal and the Harbour which 
is formed by the River Fiumara, are very pleaſant Walks. 
Over the inner Gate towards the Sea are the Buſts of the 
Emperor Leopold and Charles VI. The Cathedral of Fi- 
ume, though not yet finiſhed is worth Obſervation, being 
adorned with Marble Statues and Pillars. Seven Ca- 
nons belong to this Church, and enjoy the extraordinary 
Privilege of filling up the Vacancy when any of the 
Number dies. | 

The Jeſuits Church like the Cathedral is not finiſhed, 
and poſſibly never will; as the College enjoys large En- 
dowments and has a great many Legacies leſt it in order to 
compleat the Building. It is of a circular Form with a 
ſmall Cupola which has an Aperture on the Top. 

Near an /ta/ian Mile and a half to the North-Eaſt 
of Fiume on the Summit of a Mountain, is the ancient 
Caftrum Terſactenſe, or the modern celebrated Convent 
Terſato, inhabited by forty Franciſcan Monks. It was 
founded in the Year 1431, by Martino Count Frangipani, 
whoſe Anceſtors were formerly in Poſſeſſion of this Coun- 
try ; on which Account two Lions breaking a Loaf of 
Bread, the Arms of that illuſtrious Family, are placed in 
ſeveral Parts of the Convent. We aſcended from Fiume 
to the Convent by Stone Steps, the Number of which ac- 
cording to Tradition, can never be aſcertained ; but 
one of the Fathers candidly told me, that he had found 
them by repeated Trials to be juſt four hundred and 
eighteen. The principal Chapel in this Church is ſaid 
to be built on the Spot, where during three Years, and 
ſeven Months, the Ca/a Santa, or Dwelling of the Virgin 
Mary ſtood, before it was removed by Angels to Loretto. 
In the Year 1294, Nicola Frangipani obtained Leave from 
the Pope to build this Chapel on the Ground which had 
been ſo conſecrated by the Caſa Santa. It is pretended 
that the Foundation of this Chapel correſponds with that 
of the holy Houſe at Loretto ; yet the latter is broader p 
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and even the Sanctuary behind the Altar ſaid to be the 
Virgin Mary's Kitchen, is more ſpacious than the Cha- 
pel of Tarſato, as may be perceived by a ſingle Glance of 
the Eye. Over the Altar is a Picture of the Virgin Ma- 
Y, painted on Cedar, and faid to be done by St. Lute. 
The Mountains of Jarſato like the other Eminencies in 


the Neighbourhood of Fiume, produce greatQuantities of 


wild Sage, which gives a very agreeable Flavour to the 
Fleſh of the Sheep and Goats feeding on it. This Herb 
is uſed for Tea by the Inhabitants, eſpecially in the Con- 
Vent. 

We hired a Caica with fix O:rs for three Rheni/þ 
Guilders to carry us to Porto Re. This Paſlage general- 
Iy takes up about two Hours. The Way by Land is 
indeed ſomething nearer ; but then there is a Neceility 
for hiring a Boat at Buccari to croſs the Porto Re, which 
takes up near half an Hour. . 

The Commerce of Buccari is ſo conſiderahle that the 
the Emperor's Duties amount to above ſeveay thouſand 
Guilders per Aunum. It ſtands on a rocky Hill, and the 
Road was formerly ſo ſteep and craggy, that a fingle 
Horſe could ſcarce go thither by Way of Hume; but 
now it is paſſible for Carriages heavy loaded. 

The Harbour or rather Gulf, is commodious but ex- 

ſed to the South-Eaſt Wind, which ſometimes makes 
it dangerous. In this Gulf and Porto Re, is caught a 
Kind of Fiſh called Tonina, or the Tunny-Fiſh, in Latin 
Tenus, of an exquiſite Taſte, ſometimes five or fix Feet 
in Length, but theſe are g ally ſent to Venice, where 
they are often ſold for nine or twelve Sols a Pound; 
Whereas at Buccari they are ſold for three. 

+ But the moſt remarkable Object is che Dock for build- 
ing Ships of War, lately begun in the Harboar at Porto 
Re, which when compleated will be extremely comm li- 
-ous. The Harbour is capable of holding thirty fix Men 
of War, the Entrance narrow, and well defended by 
Batteries. They igtend to erect a regular Foitification 
on an Eminence on the Guthern Point of Land, which 
will entirely command the whole Entrance of the Bay, 

Oppoſite this Fortreſs are two Caſtles, which formerly 
together, with this Country, belonged to the unfortu- 
nate Count Serini. The more modern of the two is a 
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very ſtrong, large, quadrangular Structure, with four 


round Towers. Under this Edifice is a deep Ciftern, 
whoſe Circumference is almoſt equal to that of the whole 
Caſtle, ſupported by double Rows of Pillars, and con- 
tains Water ſufficient to ſupply ten thouſand Men. 


Fiume, June 1, 1750. 


1 am, &C. 
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Some remarkable Caverns in the Dutchy of CAR- 


' NIOLA, and the CIRKNITZERSEE deſcribed, 


e 


Was obliged, in going from Fiume to Aalſberg, to re- 
turn about ten Miles by the ſame Road I travelled in 

my Journey from Jrieſe to Fiume, as far as Scalitz, 
where 1 had lodged before. The Place is but mean, 
containing only a few Houſes; the whole Country is 
ſtony and barren, and is very deficient in freſh Water, 
which is ſometimes ſo ſcarce here, and in this Neigh- 
bourhood, that they are obliged to fetch it from Fiume ; 
but being brought hither in Wine Caſks, it is not very 
palatable. After you are paſt Sca/izz, the Road and Soil 
gradually improve, as you approach Aalſberg. The 
Sclavonian Language is ſpoke in this Country, almoſt as 
far as Laubach; but Perions of Rank ſpeak alſo Italian 
and German. 

Adlſterg, or, in the Sclavonian Language, Calle Pofloina, 
is ſeven German Miles diſtant from Finme. Alter aſ- 
cending about half Way up the Acclivity near A4a!//berg, 
by the Mill, you arrive at a large Cavern, divided into 
ſeveral ſpacious Paſſages. The ſparry Decorations of the 
Roof appear like Ificles, and wonderfully delight the 
Eye. The Sides likewiſe are covered with the iame na- 
tural Exudations, to which the Imagination of the cu- 
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rious Spectator frequently gives various Forms, never in. 
tended by Nature; fo that it is no Wonder to hear ſome 
People pretend that they have ſeen the Heads of Horſes, 
Dragons, Tigers, and other monſtrous Appearances, 
If a Perſon's Curioſity will lead him ſo far, he may rove 
about two German Miles in the ſubterraneous Paſſages of 
this Cavern. 

About a German Mile farther, towards the North. 
Weſt, are alſo ſeveral remarkable Caverns; in one of 

hich, great Part of the Caſtle of Lueg, belonging to 

ount ntzl, ſtands as under a Roof. In the Sclawe- 
nian Language this Caſtle is called Jamma, which ſigni- 
fies a Hole or Cave. 

Three Leagues from Adlfberg, namely at Prefari, the 
Emperor keeps a fine Stud for breeding Horſes ; and 
another at Lipiza, five Leagues diſtant towards Trze/e, 
In both are at preſent ſeveral Neapolitan Horſes. 

About three Quarters of a League from Aalſberg, is 
the remarkable ſubterraneous Paſſage, called St. Mary 
Magdalene s Cave, to which there is no going but on 
Horſeback. The Stones and Buſhes are exceedin 
troubleſome ; but even this Fatigue is amply — 
by the Satisfaction a curious Perſon enjoys in ſeeing ſuch 
an extraordinary Cavern. It is not, indeed, equal to 
that of Aalſberg in Height, but in ſeveral other Parti. 
culars far ſurpaſſes it; and I muſt confeſs is the fineſt I 
ever ſaw. You firſt deſcend into a Kind of Hole, where 
the Earth ſeems to be fallen in, for ten Paces before you 
arrive at the Entrance, which appears like a Chaſm in a 
Rock, cauſed by an Earthquake, Here the Torches 
are lighted to conduct Travellers, the Cave being ex- 
tremely dark, and is divided into ſeveral Apartments or 
Halls. The vaſt Number of Pillars formed by Nature 
in this wonderful Cavern, give it a very magnificent Ap- 
pearance, being exceeding beautiful, as white as Snow, 
and almoſt tranſparent. The Bottom is of the ſame 
Materials, ſo that a Perſon may imagine he is walking 
among the Ruins of ſome ſtately Palace, ſurrounded by 
magnificet Pillars and Columns, ſome entire, and others 
mutilated. : F 

A League and a Half from hence lies the Village and 
Poſt-Houſe of Planina, called by the Germans _ 
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Here is likewiſe a Cavern, but not in the leaſt compa» 
rable to that of St. Mary Magdalene. | 

On the right Hand, near Plauina, is the Cattle of 
Haſberg, a ſtately Country Seat, on which the Count 
Cobentæl has ſpared no Expence. | 

At Planina thoſe who are curious take Horſe, in order 
to viſit C:r4nitz, about a German Mile from it. This 
is but a ſmall Village, and of itſelf not worth ſeeing z 
but the Lake which lies about half a League from it, is 
very famous, and has been the Subject of the Diſquiſi- 
tions of many Naturaliſts. 

It is a common Proverb, that in the C:rinitzerſee a 
Perſon may ſow, reap, hunt, and filh, within the Space of 
one Year; but this Circumſtance is not peculiar to the 
Lake, but common to every other Spot overflowed with 
Water in the Winter and Spring; but what 1s really 
wonderſul, is the ebbing and flowing of this Lake. 
The former happens in a long Drought, whether it be 
Summer or Winter; and the laſt Year the Water was ab- 
ſorbed twice entirely ; the firſt Time in the Summer, and 
the ſecond in the Winter following. The Lake gene- 
rally continues to ebb for five — twenty Days; the 
Water, during that Time, running off by Holes or Ca- 
vities, which are eighteen in Number, reſembling ſo ma- 
ny Whirtpools. The Cavities do not abſorb aa equal 
Quantity of Water in the ſame Time; for that called 
Kamine, empties itſelf in five Days, and in five Days 
more the Yodgnos becomes dry; five Days after this, the 
Reſchatta is evacuated ; and at the End of five Days 
more the Koten Pool is empty; and, laſtly, at the End of 
the ſucceeding five Days the Lewi/che is dried up. The 
Water, during chat Time, is alſo abſorbed by the other 
thirteen Holes or Whirlpools; ſo that in twenty-five 
Days the Lake is entirely dry. After a Fortnight's ſet- 


tled Drought in Summer, the Lake is obſerved again to 


ebb ; but if it happens to rain for two or three Days, it 


fills again. Inſtances have been known of its being dried 


up three Times in a Year. 

Any Peaſant may purchaſe the Liberty of fiſhing in 
this Lake for three Siebenzehner, or one and fifty Crutzers, 
in which Part of this Lake he pleaſes, and as often as he 


will, will the Waters begin to fall; but on the Return of 
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the Water, this Licence muſt be again purchaſed. Some 
of the Pools or Cavities which have but few Fiſh in 
them, are given to the Peaſants to be cleared; and when 
the Water begins to fall, a Bell is rung at Cirtnitæ, on 
which all haſten to the Place of this e as it is 
called, from which only a few Holes are exempted. 
What Fiſh is not conſumed while freſh, is dried by the 
Fire. Above one hundred Peaſants take the Advantage 
of this Fiſhery, and the Men and Women run promil. 
cuouſly to the Pools quite naked, notwithſtanding both 
the Magiſtrates and Clergy have uſed their joint Endea- 
vours to ſuppreſs. this indecent Cuſtom, which gives Oc- 
caſion to a great deal of Laughter and indecent Lan- 
guage among Strangers who happen to be preſent. Be- 
tides, ſuch Sights are ſtrong Temptations to Recluſes ; 
and though the Women of the lower Claſs in this 
Country cannot boaſt of their Beauty, yet they are not 
diſagreeable to thoſe who never ſee any of the Sex 
beſides, 

The deepeſt Part of the Lake is on the right Hand 
of the Road leading from Planina, near the Village 
Jeſer, and is ſooneſt dry; but the River itſelf being 
formed by the Conflux of eight Brooks, is never empty. 
The principal Source of the er, is from a Rock near 
the Eaſt End of the Lake; and after flowing the whole 
Length of the Cirdnitgerſee, loſes itſelf in two Holes in 
a Rock at the Surface of the Water, The leaſt Hole is 
called Mala Karlouza, and the larger Vella Karlouza. 

A ſurprizing Number of Pike, Trout, Tench, Eels, 
Carp, and Perch, is caught in this Lake. The Cray-fiſh 
found in ſome of the Pools are large but lean, and ill 
faſted. Notwithitanding every Part of the Lake is ab- 
folutely dricd up, and nothing remains alive in it, except 
the Spawn and young Fry in Narte and Piauze, and the 
Fiſh in the River Jer; vet, on the Return of the Wa- 
ter, as great a Number of Fiſh are ſeen in it as before, 
The Fiſh that return with the Water, are of a very large 
Size, particularly Jacks, weighing from fifty to ſeventy 
Pounds each; a convincing Proof that the Reſervoir 
which ſupplies this Lake with Water is well ſtocked with 


Fiſh, 
When 


oo % So Gaps ag A 
A TY + 5 2 . Pla ES 
J 
ang 5 a« 19 


ms A — — en. — . Wl — 2 


eat apiece” an 
9% 8 n 
: 


hd ov» 


8 


N 
2 


3 e 25. Es 
* * pant 6: Nu . 8 1 5 * * * 4 
S 60+ 


8 1 EA 
_ 0 


+: 
— 


"I FE i 
a 


R 
7 iT od Ce? Irs 


CIRKNITZERSEE, 213 


When great Quantities of Rain fell, three of the Ca- 
vities namely, Koten, Fenflenza, and Trefſetz, eject Water 
to the „Height of two or three Fathoms. If the Rain 
continues, and eſpecially if attended with Claps of 
Thunder; the Water iſſues out of all the Holes through 
which it was abſorbed, thoſe of Vella and Nala Kar. 
louza alone excepted, and the whole Lake is again filled 
with Water in twenty-four, nay, ſometimes in eighteen 

Hours. Some of the Holes or Cavities only eject, but 
never abſorb Water; while others both eje&t and ab- 
ſorb, during the ebb or flow of the Lake. Nor do Fiſh 
riſe with the Water through all the Holes, owing poflibly 
to the Narrowneſs of the Syphons through which the 
Water flows. Sometimes even live Ducks, with Grafs 
and ſmall Fiſh in their Stomachs, have emerged from 
theſe Cavities; a ſufficient Proof that there muſt be a 
large Lake under the Cirfnitzerſes, The Water in the 
latter ſometimes riſes ſuddenly five or fix Feet above the 
uſual Height. S int | 

On one Side of the Lake, conſiderably above the Sur- 
face of the Water, is a Rock, in which are two Holes 
at ſome Diſtance from each other; through both which 
the Water iſſues, during a Thunder-Shower, with great 
Noiſe ard Impetuoſity. When this happens in the Au- 
tumn, a great Number of Ducks are ejected; theſe 
Fowls are fat, of a black Colour, blind, and almoſt de- 
ſtitute of Feathers ; but in about a Fortnight, are full 
fledged, recover their Sight, and fly away. Each of 
theſe Apertures is about fix Feet Diameter, and eject, 
during theſe Storms, a conſtant Column of Water of the 
ſame Dimenſions. 

The Thickets and Foreſts of the neighbouring Moun- 
tains abound with Hares, Foxes, Wolves, and ſome 
Bears, | | 

This Lake has three pleaſant Iſlands, befides a Pe- 
ninſula. Its greateſt Extent is a large German Mile, or 
two Leagues, and one League in Breadth. The Inha- 
bitants call it Zerkzi/bu Jeſſen; the former denoting a 
ſmall Church, and the latter Water. The greateſt 


ow 


Depth, excluſive of the Cavities and Holes, is about 
4 four Fathoms. Strabo calls it Lugcam Paladem, either 


from 


ier 
from the Town of Lueg, not far from it, or from its 


deep and cavernous Bed. 1. 
Planina, June 5, 1730. Tan, &c. 


LETTER LXXIX, 
De Quickſilver Mines at ID RA deſcribed. 
SIR, 


EING defirous of viewing the imperial Quick. 
| ſilver Mines of da, I determined to take the 
ſhorteſt Road from Planina, which lies through 
Loidſch ; but was obliged to go by the Way of Upper 
Laubach, a Town ſituated about two German Miles from 
Planina. This was partly owing to my Apprehenſion 
that our Company could not be furniſhed with a ſufi- 
cient Number of Horſes to Loiaſch, and partly to my Ig- 
norance of the Sclavonian Language; for we could not 
have found a {ſingle Perſon, either at Loidſch or in any of 
the neighbouring Villages, who underſtood the German, 
or was able to give us thoſe Informations we received at 
the Poſt-Houſe in Upper Laubach. The Diſtance from the 
latter to Ira, is at leaſt five Hours Journey on Horſe- 
back, the rough craggy Road over the Mountains bein 
impracticable to Carriages. We left on our Right thoſe 
high Mountains covered with Snow, called Alpes Car- 
zicas, or Julias. The Town of Jara is fituated in a 
Valley, and the ſteep Declivity by which you deſcend to 
it, is very difficult, and ſometimes dangerous to ride. 
The Town contains about two hundred and ſeventy 
ſcattered Houſes, and about two thouſand Inhabitants. 
Before the Quickſilver Mines were diſcovered, which 
happened in the Year 1497, this Place was only inha- 
bited by a few Coopers, who made Caſks and other 
Veſſels of Wood, together with Laths and Shingles, 
this Country abounding in Wood. One of theſe Me- 
chanicks 
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Duickflver Mines at I D R A. 21g 
chanicks placing in the Evening a new Tub under a 
Dropping of a Spring, to try if it was tight enough to 
hold Water, found it in the Morning, when he came to 


take away the Tub, ſo heavy that he could ſcarcely move 
it. At firſt he thought there was ſome Magic in the 
* Caſe; but at laſt, perceiving at the Bottom a Sort of 
f — Fluid, and not knowing what to make of it, he 
imme | 

* Apothecary, he gave him a ſmall Gratuity 
* deſired him to bring him ſome more of the ſame, when 

| he could meet with it. This the poor Cooper frequently 
did, being highly pleaſed with his good Fortune, At 

> laſt the Altair be 

* ſons formed themſelves into a Society, to improve this 

| Quickſilver Mine as it proved to be; but did not long 

continue in their Poſſeſſion, the Archduke Charles of 
| Auſtria, being convinced of the Importance and Value of 

* ſuch a Work, paid the Company the Expences they had 
been at; and took the whole in his own Hands. 


iately went to Laubach, where Sevng it to an 
or it, and 


came publick, upon which ſeveral Per- 


The two principal Shafts are thoſe of St. Agatha, and 


St. Barbara; but it would take up ſeveral Hours to viſit 
all the minute bye Paſſages. The greateſt perpendicular 


Height, computing from the Entrance of the Shaft, is 


one hundred and thirty Fathoms. As you deſcend, 
there are reſting Places, very agreeable to a tired Tra- 
veller. It is remarkable, that in ſome Parts of theſe 
ſubterraneous Paſlages, the Heat is ſo exceſſive, as to 
throw a Man in a profuſe Sweat. | 


Virgin Quickſilver, or Minera Mercurii, is that pre- 


» pared entirely by Nature, and is found in the Ore of theſe 
Mines in Globules or little Drops, and ſometimes flows 
like the Milk from a Cow; fo that in fix Hours a ſingle 
* Perſon has been known to gather above fix and thirty 
Pounds of this Virgin Mercury, of great Uſe in making 
the Nodtuluca Mercuralis, or lucid Barometers, which be- 
ing ſhaken in the dark, in a perpendicular Direction, 
emit Light; but is alſo brighter when the Mercury falls, 
than when it riſes. 

* Virgin Mercury may be known by the following Ex- 
periment. Let an Amalgama be made of Mercury and 
* Gold, put it over the Fire to evaporate, and if it be 


Virgin 
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Virgin Mercury, it will carry all the Gold away with it, 
which common Mercury will not. 

The Earth or Clay in which they find the Virgin 
Quickſilver, is laid apart and waſhed by itſelf ; but the 
Lumps of Cinnabar are ſeparated in two Sorts, called 
good and middling Ore, and the Mercury afterwards 
extracted by the common Methods. 

Every common Miner receives weekly, in Money and 
Proviſions,, about a Guilder and a half, or 38. 6d. 
ſterling; but the Health of many of them is extremely 
impaired, being often affected with nervous Diſorders, 
violent Tremblings, and ſudden convulſive Motions in 
their Heads and Legs. The Quickſilver inſinuates itſelf 
ſurpriſingly into the Bodies of many of thoſe Workmen. 
The ſame pernicious Effects have been felt by Goldſmiths, 
who cannot gild without uſing Quickſilver ; on which 
Account it is alſo ſafeſt to work in the open Air. Thoſe 
who filver Looking-Glaſſes at Venice, are very ſubject to 

aralytick Diſorders. On the other Hand, there are 

nſtances of Perſons labouring under venereal Diftem- 
pers, who have been cured by working in the Quick- 
filver Mines. The penetrative Subtilty of Mercury is 
leſs ſurpriſing, as it appears, from accurate Obſervations, 
that a little Globule' of Quickſilver, not exceeding a 
Coriander Seed in Magnitude, may, by only preſſing it 
between the Finger and Thumb, be divided into twenty- 
ſeven Millions of ſmall Particles, all retaining their ar- 
gentine Luſtre and globular Form, as may be ſeen 
through a Microſcope. 

There is a conſiderable Demand for Quickſilver at 
Venice, where it is uſed in ſilvering Looking-Glaſſes, and 
ſome of it is ſent to Rome and Naples. The Leather for 
keeping Quickſilver muſt be worked white, and of that 
Kind ated by Belt-makers. 

It will, perhaps, be unneceſſary to aſk, if Mer- 
cury, as the Alchemiſts aſſert, be the principal of 
all Metals, whence does it happen, that in the Quick- 
filver Mines ſcarce any other Metal is found? 


Upper Laubach, June 8, 1730. | Jam, &c. 
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Phe Journey through the Dutchies of CARNIOL a and 
STIRIA to VIENNA concluded, 


SIR, 


P PER Laubach is a ſmall Town, fated about 

three Leagues from the City of Laubach. The 

Storia, or Paſſage- Boat, going by the Canal, is four 
Hours in performing it, and every Paſſenger pays ſeven- 
teen Cruitzers for the Boat, and as much for every 
Rower. The Country is level, and equal in Fertility to 
the greateſt Part of the Upper Carniola. They have ge- 
nerally two Harveſts a Year, and when the Wheat, Rye, 
or Barley is carried in, they ſow Buck-Wheat. The 
fineſt Spot in the whole Country, is that in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Wipach, on the Frontiers of the County of 
Goritia, where the Fruit and Vintage vie with thoſe of 
Italy; and the Rivers produce ſuch fine Fiſh, that laſt 
Year a Trout, weighing fifty Pounds, was taken in one 
of them: But amidf all this Plenty, Money is remark- 
ably ſcarce. | 

Lack is the principal Town for Commerce in all Car- 
niola, a conſiderable Trade being there carried on, not 
only in Iron, Steel, Quickſilver, Corn, and other Com- 
modities, with the other Towns of Carniola, but a great 
Quantity of Linen is made here, and ſent to Fiume and 
Trieſte. In ſeveral Parts of this Dutchy, particularly in 
Upper Carniola, Scorpions abound, and great Quantities 
are exported from hence. The Inhabitants eat Fleabane 
faſting, as an Antidote againſt the Venom of theſe 
poiſonous Inſects. 

The Water of the Canal of Laubach emits a diſagree- 
able Smell. After flowing through the City, it divides 
uſelf into two Branches. On the right Hand, coming 

Vox. IV. L from 
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from Upper Laubach, ſtands the Caſtle of Laubach on the 
Summit of a Hill, finely cultivated with Trees and 
Herbage-; and at the Foot of it is Part of the City of 
Laubach, containing the Market-Place, the Senate-Houſe, 
Cathedral,” and epiſcopal Palace. The Cathedral is 
finely painted, and under the Cupola are the Statues. of 
the four ſuppoſed Biſhops of the ancient Æmonenſes, or 
Dioceſe of Laubach. „5 
In the Auguſtine Church, behind the high Altar, is a 
Caſa Santa, in Imitation of that of Lorettio; in which is 
an Inſcription in Memory of the Homage done to his 
imperial Majeſty in this Church, in the Vear 1728. 
The Lifeline Nuns have here a very beautiful light 
Church; but when the Improvements now making in 
St. Peter's are finiſhed, it will be one of the fineſt in the 
City. The Jeſuits Church is decorated with a ſuperb 
Marble Altar, on which are four Statues worth ſeeing. 
The Library is neatly contrived ; and the Fathers have 
a ſpacious Wine Vault capable of containing ſome hun- 
dred Pipes of Wine, which 1s not to be wondered at, as 
moſt of their Income is paid in the Juice of the Grape. 
ia About a Quarter of a League from Laubach, near the 
' Village of Ratſcbach, the River Save runs with impetuous 
l having for its Source the high Mountains, 
whoſe Summits are covered with Snow; and is here ſo 
prodigiouſly increaſed, that the Bridge over it is five 
hundred and forty-five Paces in Length. This Bridge, 
as appears from an Inſcription, was finiſhed in the Year 
1724, in the Reign of the Emperor Charles VI. It is of 
Oak; but every Year an Arch of Stone is to be added, 
Part of one being already built. On the other Side of 
the Bridge is a Marble Statue of St. Nepomuc, on a Pe- 
deſtal of red and white Marble, adorned with a fine 
Baſs Relief, repreſenting the Death of that Saint, who 
was drowned in this River. The Letters of the In- 
ſcription are of Braſs gilt, faſtened with ſmall Tacks ; but 
the Peaſants have already taken away a great many of 
them, from a Perſvaſton that they were Gold. 
From Laulach to Gratz in */:ria, are ten Stages; the 
-d, namely, from Sr. Ofwald.to Franze, is very 
£33727 ; and on the Road .5 a Stone inſcrived with theſe ÞÞ 
Words, Fizes Carmolie, marking the Limits between the 
| Dutchy 
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Datchy of Carniola and the Country of Cilley. About 
twenty Paces on this Side of it is a fine ſquare Pyramid 
on a Baſis of black Marble; and on the Top an Eagle, 
with his Wings expanded, and looking towards Carnis/a. 
In his Claws are a Globe and Scepter ; on each Side of 
it is a fulſome Inſcription in Latin. 

Cilley, though a mean Place, is pleaſantly fituated on 
the Banks of the River Saan. 

In going to Mahrburg, you croſs the Draav, called by 
the Inhabitants the Drag. Ehrnharſen is only one Stage 


from Mahrburg, and before you arrive at it, affords an - 


elegant Proſpect. 
On the other Side of EZhrnbauſen the Road croſſes the 
River Muebre, twice in the Diſtance of a League. 
Gratz, the Capital of the Dutchy of Siria, has fine 


Streets and Buildings. The Caſtle is erected on a very 


lofty Hill, though it has a Communication with the 
River Muehre, by Means of a very deep Well. 

Here are always a good Armory, and Magazines well 
furniſhed, on Account of the Conveniency of the Water- 
Carriage to Hungary, In the Market-Place 1s a fine tri- 
angular Marble Pillar, alluding to the holy Trinity. 
Great Part of the Caſtle is in a ruinous Condition, The 
Jeſuits are in Poſſeſſion of a fine Church and Chapel near 
it, the Architecture and Sculpture of both which, are 
very well worth ſeeing. | 

In the Library of the Jeſuits College, is a Manuſcript 
Tranſlation of the Bible; at the Concluſion of which 
we are informed, that it was written and finiſhed' by 
Eraſmus Stratter at Saltfours, on the Friday before the 
Ember Week, in Autumn 1 469. 

At the Dominican Convent, which lies between the 
Church and the Area before the Palace, is a Piece of 
Painting repreſenting Catharine of Sienna, exchanging 
her Heart for that of Chrift ; and not far from it, on the 


right Hand, the Portrait of St. Alan, the Dominican 


Monk, a Native of Exgland, who died in the Year 
1475. 
in the Center of a Plain, about a Mile diſtant from 


the City, is a round Hill or Rock, on which nine Chapels 


are built, in Commemoration of Chriſt's Paſſion. In one 
E 0 
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of theſe Chapels is an entire Crucifix compoſed of Pearls, 


but the Sculpture of them all very ordinary. 

About a Mile farther beyond this Mount Calvary, as 
it is called, on the Left lies Count Adam's Seat. The 
Gardens, Paintings, and Water-works, are greatly ad- 
mired by the Country People ; but thoſe who have ſeen 
the Gardens and Palaces of other Countries, will find 
nothing extraordinary here. | | 

Two Stages from Gratz, in the Way to Vienna, on the 
right Hand of Retelſtein, is a Cave, out of which are 
continually dug large Bones, called Unicornu Faſſile, not 
unhke thoſe of Canſtein. The Entrance into this Cave 
is very ſpacious, and under a Rock. Theſe Bones may 
be conjectured to have belonged to ſome wild Beaſts, 
which, at the Time of the Deluge, or ſome other ex- 
traordinary Inundation, had ſheltered themſelves in this 
Cavern. - 

Pruck is ſituated on the Bank of the Muehre, and is a 


pretty little Town. In the Center of the Market-Place 


a Pillar is erected in Honour of the Virgin Mary. 

On the Top of the Mount Semering, over which this 
Road lies, is a grand Monument, having an Eagle on 
each of the four Angles, and in the Center a Globe ſur- 


mounted with a Crown. This Column marks the Limits 


of Stiria and Auſtria. | | 

Neuftadt is a pleaſant well built Town, in the Ditch or 
Moat of which is a large Fiſh called Hauſe, ſeemingly 
above one hundred Pounds in Weight, and has been in 
the Moat ſeveral Years. 


The Streets of Neuftadt are large and ſtraight, but 


thinly inhabited. Here is a fine Square, adorned with a 
Pillar in Hcnour of the Virgin Mary. + 

Not far from Neuftadt is found a fine Sort of Clay, 
which, when properly prepared and burnt, makes an 
excellent Porcelain. 

At Draſkirchen and Laxemburg are beautiful Monu- 
ments, erected in Honour of the Virgin Mary. 

Laxemburg, formerly known by the Name of Lachendorf, 
is generally the Spring Reſidence of the imperial Court. 
A large Plain in the Neighbourhood, is very commodi- 
Qus for hunting the Heron, a Diverſion of which the 
late Emperor Charles VI. was very fond: But the Pa- 
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lace is not worth ſeeing, either with regard to Architec- 
ture or Furniture. 

From Neuſladt, almoſt to Laxemburg, is a vaſt and bar- 
ren Plain: And I muſt confeſs, that all S:iria, and that 
Part of Auſtria, bordering on it, did not anſwer the Idea 
I had before formed of them, either in Point of Beauty, 
or Fertility. But from Laxemburg to Vienna, is a charm- 
ing Country, and the Road leading over Vinerberg, a 
ſmall Hill, but affording an excellent ProſpeR, is delight- 
fully planted with Rows of Trees, 


Vienna, June 20, 


LEI 'T- EY 
Account of the City of VIENNA, 


SIR, 


T's City of Vienna is not of itſelf very large; 


conſiſting only of twelve hundred and thirty two 

Houſes ; and a Walk round the Ramparts may 
be performed in little more than an Hour. The Num- 
ber of its Inhabitants, from exact Computations, a- 
mounts to fifty thouſand : But the Suburbs, which ex- 
tend between five and fix hundred common Paces from 
the Fortifications, occupy a large Space of Ground; ſo 
that it would take four Hours to ride round the Line 
thrown up againſt the Malecontents of Hungary in 1704, 
though this on both Sides, only extends to Lecpolaſtadt. 
If therefore, the whole Suburbs be included under the 
Name of Vienna, the Number of Inhabitants will a- 
mount to between three hundred, and three hundred and 
fifty thouſand, of which the Burials are annually about 
{cven thouſand. The Streets in the City are very nar- 
row and crooked, The imperial Court has the Privilege 
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of quartering Soldiers in the ſecond Story of each Citizen's 
Houſe, and as this is a great Diminution of the Proprietor's 
Rents, beſides the Narrowneſs of the Fronts, the Citizens 
endeavour to make themſelves amends, by the Height of 
the Buildings; ſo that the Houſes in Vienna are from fix 
to ſeven Stories high: One of theſe, in the Square, 
called 7% has on one Side ſeven Stories, and on the 
other eight. 

There are in Paris more magnificent Houſes. than at 
Jenna, but the Courts before them, and the Gates, 
which are generally ſhut, greatly diminiſh their Appear- 
ance. The Palaces in Vienna, are indeed generally hid, 
as 1t were, in narrow Streets; but in Statelineſs and 
Extent, they very far ſurpaſs thoſe at Paris, eſpecially 
if the grand Structures in the Suburbs are included. 

A Perſon of Quality and Fortune, who is fond of 
gaming, may here indulge that Diſpoſition to the full, 
and {ure of being received in all Aſſemblies. But it is 
neceſſary, previoully, to weigh the State of your Purſe, 
before you engage too far, as gaming is here carried 
to a very great Height. 

Beſides, the Aſſemblies of the firſt Nobility, here are 
many others, conſiſting of ſuch Perſons, as are not ad- 
mitted into thoſe of the beſt Quality; for Vienna ſwarms 
with upſtart Noblemen, or with Perſons who give them- 
ſelves out for ſuch, though, really they have no Claim 
to Nobility. As ſoon as a Man becomes Matter of a For- 
tune, his Head is turned with the Thoughts of a Pa- 
teat of Nobility, and few ſet out with leſs than the Ti- 
tie of a Baron. 

Among thoſe, who live moſt agreeably at Vienna, are 
the Proctors, or Attorneys of the imperial Court of Jul- 
tice, fome of whom acquire annually upwards of ten 
thouſand Guildens, each equal to two Shillings and four 
Pence. Moſt Citizens employ ſuch an Agent or At- 
torney at the Rate of twenty four, to thirty Guildens a 
Year, for managing any Proceſſes, A Nobleman _ 
fix Guildens. The Proteſtants are allowed the public 
Exerciſe of their Religion at the Houſes of the Sævedliſb, 
Daniſh, and Dutch Ambaſſadors; but they mult take 
Care, not'to meet a Proceſſion of the Hoſt, unleſs they 
think proper to pay the uſual Adoration. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps I ſhall not exceed the Truth in reckoning the 
Number of Perſons who attend the imperial Court of 
Juſtice, either for themſelves or others, together with 
their Officers and Attendants, at twenty thouſand, a- 
mong whom are a great many Proteſtants. The Hopes 
of riſing in civil and military Employments, of ob- 
taining Penſions, or mending their Fortunes ſome other 
Way, induces many of them to turn Roman Catholicks, 
who afterwards make the greater Shew of Zeal for their 
new Religion, that their Change may not be imputed 
to any pecunary View, 

Among the eccleſiaſtical Buildings in Vienna, the moſt 
remarkable is the Church of St. Stephen. It is of Gotbick 
Architecture, and embelliſhed with ſeveral curious Pieces 
of Sculpture, repreſenting Saints, Flowers, Beaſts, Py- 
ramids, and the like. The Roof conſiſts of glazed 
Tiles, of various Colours. As the Tower at Straßburg is 
reckoned the moſt curious, afid that of Landjbuter the 
higheſt in Europe, ſo St. Stephen's Tower is the Rrongeſt. 
The Whole, together with the Church, conſiſts of large 
Blocks of Free- ſtone, faſtened together with Iron- Cramps. 
The Church is ſo very dark, that even at Noon, there 
is not a diſtint View of its ſeveral Objects. The 
ſuperb Marble Tomb of the Emperor Frederick III. is 
ſaid to have coſt forty thouſand Ducats. In the old 
archducal Burying-place, are the Remains of ſeveral of 
that Family, wrapt in Ox-hides, but of late, only the 
Bowels of thoſe of the imperial Houſe are depoſited 
here. 

In the Church-yard, near the Door of the Sacriſtan's 
Houſe, is a Baſs Relief, on a reddiſh Stone, repreſenting 
a Man holding his Hand on his Breaſt, and near him 
a Child, and a Woman, in the ſame Attitude: Under 
theſe Figures, are two Dogs ſeizing a Hare, and a third 
chaſing another. 

The largeſt Bell in St. S:ephen's Tower, was caſt by 
Order of the Emperor Jh, out of Pieces of Cannon 
taken in ſeveral Battles from the Tue, and upon it is an 


Image of St. Jeep. 


St. Stephen's Tower is called Albertina Turris, from 
Albert IV. during whoſe Reign it was finiſhed in the 
Year 1401, | 


This 
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This Bell, according to Mr. Kuchelbecker, is upwards 
of ten Feet high, and thirty two Feet two Inches in 
Circumference. It weighs, without the Clapper, three 
hundred and fifty four Centners, or ſeventeen Tons and a 
Half: The Clapper, which is eleven Feet and a Halt 
in Length, weighs thirteen hundred and twenty eight 
Pounds; ſo that the whole Weight of the Bell, Iron- 
work, &c. about it, amounts to twenty five Tons, and 
fourteen hundred; twelve Men arc neceſſary to ring it. 
The Height of St. Szephen's Tower is four hundred and 
forty ſeven Auſtrian Feet and a Half, or ſeventy four 
Fathoms, and three Feet and a Half. 

During theſe two Years paſt, no Lady is allowed to 
appear in an Audrienne, Volante, or French Sack, as it is 
called, either in St. Stephen's, or any other large Church 
in Vienna. It was cuſtomary among the Ladies in this 
City, to ſlip on a Sack in the Morning, without any 
Stays, or hardly any Covering, and in that Condition, 
hurry away to Maſs ; this Indecency occaſioned the pre- 
ſent imperial Prohibition, 

The Church belonging to the imperial Court, ſtands 
near the Convent of the bare-footed Monks of St. Au- 
guſline; you aſcend to it from the Palace by a Flight of 
Steps. Ferdinand III. erected a Chapel, and dedicated 
it to St. Apollonia, the Patroneſs of Teeth, in Conſe- 
quence of a Vow made to that Saint, when his Son 
Prince Leopold cut his Teeth. The Tooth of St. Apol- 
{nia ſhewn here, is even adored and kiſſed by the com- 
mon People, who imagine, that a Touch of it is an in- 
tallible Cure for the Tooth-Ach. 

The new Burying-place for tae archducal Family, is 
in the Capuchin Church. 

In the Je/uits Church, near their College, the cele- 
brated Pozzo, one of the Society, has given Proofs of 
his exquiſite Pencil; he alſo painted the Dominicax 
Church. 

Salwvarienberg, or Mount Caitary, is ſituated in the 
Village of Herrnals, near the Lines of the City of Vi- 
enna. The various Sufferings of our Saviour, together 
with the Agonies of his Mother, are here repreſented in 
1o many dittin&t Chapels, which are viſited by great 
Numbers of Pcople during Lent. In the vaulted Church, 
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under the Hill, is a Scala Santa, and it is ſaid, that the 
Diſtance between a certain Altar of St. Stephen's Church, 
and Mount Calvary, is equal to that which our Saviour 
walked to his Crucifixion. 

In the Suburbs called Wieden, famous for the Favorita, 
a Palace belonging to the Emperor, their Imperial Ma- 
jeſties, in Conſequence of a Vow made in the Time of 
the laſt Plague, have begun a very magnificent Church, 
in Honour of St. Charles Borromeo, but in all Appear- 
ance will not be finiſhed in ſeveral Years. 'The great 
Cupola, or Dome, and the little Towers at the four 
Corners, together with the extraordinary Height and 
Magnitude of two Pillars in the Front, give it a very 
grand Appearance, on” 

Without the City, near the Curſus, the Empreſs Dowager 
Iilhelmina Amelia, has founded a Nunnery for Ladies, of 
the Order of St. Francis de Sales, and erected a magni- 
ficent Church for the Uſe of the Nuns 

Theſe Nuns obſerve the Rule of St. Francis de Sales, 
and, among other Vows, engage to educate and inſtruc 
young Ladies of Quality. The Cupola of the Church. 
was painted by Pelegrini, and coſt eight thouſand Rix- 
Dollars, or 1400 J. Sterling. 

On the large Area, called the Hof, oppoſite to the 
Profeſſion-Houſe of the Jeſuits, a Marble Pillar was 
erected in the Year 1647, by Ferdinand III. in Memory 
of the immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary; but 
in 1667, it was removed by the Emperor Leopo/d, and a 
more magnificent one of Braſs, ſubſtituted in its Stead. 
The Image of the Virgin Mary on this Pillar is the moſt 
maſterly Piece of the Whole, and the Gilding, notwith- 
ltanding it is expoſed to the Injuries of the Weather, 
ſtill retains its Luſtre. M. Kink has given a Deſcription 
and Plate of this Pillar in his Life of the Emperor Leo- 
dd, p. 617. who compoſed a pompous Inſcription for it, 
which 1s wrote in Letters of Gold, on a Copper-Plate. 

Leefold alſo expended three hundred thouſand Guilder 
on a Pillar he erected, in the Year 1693, tothe Honour of 
the holy Trinity, in the Moat called by that Name. 
The Workmanſhip is very curious; it is built of Stone, 
and fixty fix Feet in Height. The Inſcription 1s allo a 
Latin Compoſition of the iluſtrious Vourder, 
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A further Account of this ſuperb Pillar, may be ſeen 
in M. Rin#'s valuable Work abovementioned, p. 1185. 

It was cuſtomary, ſome Time ſince, to fit, 5 Way of 
Amuſement, round this Pillar, during the Evening; but 
the Counteſs of ———— having, by way of Diverſion, 
given too much Liquor to the Soldier who was on Duty 
at the Virgin's Pillar, ſuch a Diſturbance enſued, that 
theſe Aſſemblies were prohibited for the future, ſo that, 
at preſent, People only kneel round it. However, I ob- 
ſerved, that they do not reſort to it, merely out of De- 
votion, but for the Convenience of meeting and converſ- 
ing together. | 
Leopold intended to have ſhewn his Piety, by erecting a 
third Pillar, but Death terminated, at once, his Project, 
and his Life. It was deſigned for St. Joſeph, in Pur. 
ſuance of a Vow made to him by the Emperor, in 1702, 
in Gratitude for the happy Return of his Son Toh, 
then King of the Romans, from Landau. 

The Univerſity of Henna, was founded by Frederict 
II. and in the Yezr 1622, Ferdinand II. incorporated it 
with the College of 7e/airs, ſo that it is entirely under 
the Direction of that Society. 

In publick Proceſſions, the Rector Magrificus ranks with 
the Knights of the Golden-Fleece, and takes Place of 
all the other principal Lords of the imperial Court. 

The Emperor's Library and that of Prince Eugene ſhall 
be deſcribed in another Place. In a ſeparate Building 
near the Convent of Dominicans is a Collection of Books 
left for publick Uſe, by the imperial Counſellor Count 
Foakim Windhag. This Collection is under the Care of 
the Marſhal of Lower Auſtria, who appoints two Super- 


intendants, one of which muſt be a Baron and the other 


a Knight; and under theſe are two Librarians, one a Do- 
mninican, and the other a Layman. The Library on the 
other Side this Building left by Colonel Martin G/chawindt 
Lord of Pochſſein in the 1721, is nearly under the ſame 
Regulations. Among private Libraries that of Garelli 
the Emperor's Phyſician deſerves Attention. But few Li- 
braries are equal to that belonging to the Baron Roth, as 
it not only contains an extraordinary Treaſure of ſcarce 
and valuable Books, but alſo ſeveral coſtly Pieces of . 
ame 
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amel and other Curioſities, which greatly increaſe its 
Luſtre. 

Prince Eugene's of Savoy, ſituated in the Suburbs, is the 
moſt magnificent. It contains eleven Rooms, (including. 
the ſmall Towers at each Corner,) in a direct Line, and 
in all eighteen on both Sides. In the Apartment conti- 

uous to the Prince's Bed Chamber are ſeveral valuable 
Pieces of Paintings in Miniature, and in that adjoining to 
it, a very coſtly Chandelier of Rock Cryſtal, valued at 
twenty thouſand Guilders, and very naturally repreſents an 
old Woman on her Death-bed, taking her laſt Farewell 
of her Daughter who kneels by her Bedſide. Her Maid 
is repreſented as ſtirring a Medicine in a Spoon, and the 
Phyſician as inſpecting the Urinal. In the Chapel is an 
elegant Picture of our Saviour's Reſurrection. The Look- 
ing-Glaſs Chamber contains among other Pieces, four 
ſmall Tables of black Marble with brown Veins; and in 
each of the other Apartments are two Tables of the ſame 
Marble, brought hither from Rome: The large Hall is 
a ſpacious Octagon, the Cielingz of which is beautifully 
painted in Freſco, and the Profpe& from it over the 
Gardens towards the City delightfully pleaſing. Among 
the fine Paintings in the other Apartments are the follow- 
ing: Adam and Ewe, as large as Life, ſaid to have coſt 
fifty thouſand Guilders; a Woman embracing a young 
Man in a Bath, valued at thirty thouſand Guilders, and 
the Hunter Endymion with Diana. Here is alſo a Copy 
of Ruben's three Graces, highly valued. A Copper-Plate 
of this Palace may be ſeen in M. Kuchelbecker's ele- 
gant Deſcription of Vienna. The Gardens lie on a De- 
clivity, and are decorated with great Numbers of curi-- 
ous Water-works. In a ſmall Compartment called Para- 
diſe, is a ſpacious Aviary of beautiful Iron Wire. The 
covered Walks and gilt Summer-houſes over them ren- 
der this Place extremely delightful. 'The Orangerie is 
alſo very elegant; ſome of the Trees remain in the open 
Air, during the whole Winter, with. only a Shed over 
their Tops. | | 

Upwards of two thouſand uncommon Plants, are ſaid 
to flouriſh here, among which are Dragons Blood, Cof- 
fee, Date, and Muſk-trees-; the Leaves of the latter are 


between five. and fix Feet in length. 
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The Nunnery of St. Francis de Sales, founded by the . 


Empreſs Amelia, overlooks this Garden, which renders 
the walking in it much more diſagreeable than it would 
otherwiſe be. 

The Prince has from his Chamber a View of cight 
ſmall Courts embelliſhed with Fountains and Avenues of 
Cheſtnut-Trees, and containing ſome exotick Animals, 
among which are a Caſawar, which is a very large Bird 
brought from the 4/atici Iſlands, Lontor or Banda, and 


has a Kind of low Horn on its Head. 2. a He-goat with 


four Horns growing cloſe to each other. 3. An Indian 
Roe with beautiful white Spots, reſembling the European 
Fawns. 4. Some white Idian Deer. 5. An African 
Cow. 6. A Tranhlvarian Ox with a Beard. 7. A M- 
covite Fox, 8. ſome Chamoiſes, of which only the Males 
have Horns. . A Lynx. 10. A large Tripoli Ram, of 
a black Colour. 11. Some Wallachian Sheep, with large 
broad Tails. 12. Tirolgſe Hares, which in Winter change 
their Colour and turn as white as Snow. 13. Four h. 
dian Sheep. 14. A wild Goat. 15. A Buffalo with a 
large Beard. 16. An Indian Wolf with long Hair on 
its Back, which he can at Pleaſure erect like Briſtles. 17. 
Some Oſtriches. In the other Compartments of this Me- 
nagerie are, 18. Some Buſlards, a Fowl ſo common in 
Hungary, that four or five hundred of them may be ſeen 
in a Flight. 19. White Partridges. 20. White He- 
Tons. 21. Pheaſants, which are alſo called poules pintades. 
'22. Indian Sparrows, Swallows, Cranes, Ravens and 
other beautiful Birds. 23. A Myſcovy Duck. 24. A Pe- 
lican, which generally every three or four Months pecks 
a Hole in its Breaſt, as it were to let itſelf Blood, 
which gave Riſe to the Fable among the Antients of 
thus feeding its Voung; its Head is of a red and Violet 
Colour with ſomething hanging over its Bill not unlike a 
yellow Pearl. Here I alſo obſerved ſome Porcupines, 
and a Dog without any fore Feet; alſo a Cormorant, a 
Kind of voracious Fowl, bred in Hungary and Tnrkey. 
The Civet-cat is lately dead. The Muſk is produced in 
a Veſicle between the Penis and Teſtes of this Animal 
as Caſtor in the Bever; and in order to come at this 
Muſk, an Inciſion is made in the Veſicle every Month, 
which is done without exaſperating the Creature * = 
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leaſt: but otherwiſe it it a furious Animal, and is ver: 


chargeable in bringing from the Eaſt-Indies to Europe, as 


it muſt be kept in a ſeparate Place. For this Reaſon, 
one of theſe Animals colts upwards of a thouſand Guil- 
ders. Its Food is Mutton and other Fleſh. In Holland ſome 
Merchants reap conſiderable Profit from theſe Creatures, 
the Ounce of Muſk being ſold from twenty four to twen- 
ty eight Guilders. Civet-cats do not propagate in Europe. 

Beſides this Palace, Prince Eugene of Sawoy has alſo 
built another within the City, where he reſides in Winter, 
It ſtands in the Himmelpfort Street, and conſiſts of four 
Stories, of which the third is the moſt magnificent ; but 
it is a Pity that the Apartments and Stair-caſe are ſome- 
what darkened by the Houſes oppoſite to it. In the 
Front are three Doors with Balconies, and in every Sto- 
ry ſeventeen Windows. The Roof is in the Italian Taſte, 
flat, and adorned with eighteen large Statues. In one 
of the Anti-chambers are fine Paintings, which repreſent 
the Battles of Zenta, Hochſtadt, and four others, by which 
this Prince has deſervedly raiſed himſelf to ſuch a Pitch 
of Grandeur and Reputation. The principal Piece is the 
Relief of the City of Turin. Among the beautiful Ta- 
peſtry of this Palace, that repreſenting a Shipwreck is 
particularly admired. Some of the Furnitare in the chief 
Apartments conſiſts of crimſon Velvet; eſpecially that in 
which the Prince not long ago gave Audience to the Turk - 
1% Ambaſſador, under a Canopy in a Chair of State. 
The Stove in this Apartment 1s of Braſs, repreſenting 
Hercules vanquiſhing the Hydra. In another Apartment 
is a Book Caſe and Deſk entirely made of Tortoiſe Shell. 
The Looking-glaſs Chamber is likewiſe embelliſhed with 
excellent Pictures and Looking-glaſſes of all Kinds, and 
fine Chimney-pieces, one of which in grey Marble, coſt 
twenty thouſand Guilders. A Cryſtal Chandeliere or 
Luſtre here coſt ten thouſand Guilders. 

The Library contains a very valuable Collection of 
Books; and it is well known what large Sums the Prince 
expended on curious Works. The Books in this Libra- 
ry, though conſiſting of fourteen thouſand Volumes, are 
moſtly Folios, gilt and lettered ; and bound in red Tur- 
key. It is alſo remarkable for a fine Collection of Prints, 
being the Portraits of Heroes, Princes, Ladies, and mo_ 
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ed Men; ſome are kept in Port Folios, others bound in 
red Morocco. Forty eight Volumes conſiſt of the noble 
Perſonages of France, ſixty one of thoſe of Germany, ten 
of the United Prowinces, nine of the Spaniſh Netherlands, 
two of Lorrain, and thirteen of Great Britain. In this 
Library is alſo a curious Machine, in which Mr. Rowley, 
an Engliſiman of admirable Skill in Mathematics, has re- 
preſented the Revolutions of the heavenly Bodies accor- 
ding to the Copernican Syſtem. 

As Prince Eugene had no legitimate Children, it is not 
to be wondered that he laid out ſuch immenſe Sums in 
Books and Buildings, both at Vienna, and at his Seat on 
the Banks of the Danube, betwixt this City and Preſburg, 
of which the Emperor gave him a Grant ſome Years ago 
upon his Reſignation of his Government of the Spaun 
Netherlands. The Prevalence of the Spani/ Faction at 
the imperial Court, in the Year 1719, together with other 
Tranſactions very diſagreeable to the Prince, inclined him 
to think of throwing up all his Poſts; he ſaid to a fo- 
reign Miniſter, «© I can be content to live upon ten thou- 
a And Guilders a Year, and with my large Collection of 
© Books, Time will ſeldom lie heavy upon my Hands.” 
- Amongſt the three Palaces belonging to the Prince 
of Lichtenſlein, in the City of Vienna, that in the Herren- 
reet is the moſt magnificent. It was built by Prince 
Adam of Lichtenſtein, and together with ſome other Eſtates. 
devolved by Will to Prince 7»/eph, the only ſurviving 
Perſon in the Family. It is furniſhed in the [alan 
Taſte with Sculpture, Paintings, and Antiquities, And. 
I muſt own, that the Ornaments of this Palace pleaſed 
me more than thoſe of any other at Vienna. Among the 
Paintings are ſeveral by Rubens; particularly ſix. capital 
Pieces eee the Hiſtory of Alexander the Great, 
and coſt twenty-four thouſand Dollars; Herodias with 
Fohn the Baptiſi's Head, by Raphael. The Building of 
the Tower of Babel, on Vellum, and the Expedition of 
Pharaoh, and his Army drowned in the red Sea, painted 
on Marble, are remarkably curious. 'The Saloon is very 
light and lofty. The Perron, or Steps at the Etrance of 
the Palace, are executed in a very grand Tafte. The 


Front is adorned with fine Pillars, and Stone one 3 
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the Iron Baluſtrade, at the Front, weighs three thouſand 
two hundred and ſixty Pounds. . 

The Lichtenſtein Palace and Gardens in the Suburbs of 
Roſſau very well deſerve Notice. The grand Stair-caſe 
in the Palace conſiſts of two Flights, and every Step 
coſt ſixty Guilders, being each a Block of red Marble, 
ſeven common Paces in Length. The two Flights con- 
fiſt of a hundred and eight Steps; and though the Pa- 
laces in Lacy being chiefly deſigned for Splendor, greatly 
ſurpaſs all others in Beauty and Magnificence of the 
Stair-caſe, yet Lacy itſelf can boaſt of very few that 
equal this. The Saloon is very ſuperb, and was painted 
by Pozzo. The four beautiful Statues in it are of Stone, 
and ſo finely incruſted with Plaiſter, that they reſemble 
Alabaſter. Two of the Apartments are painted by 
Fraceſchini di Bologna. The Garden is adorned with fine 
Walks, Parterres, Water-works, and Statues. It pro- 
duces a great Number of uncommon Vegetables, and at 
the End of it is a very delightful Proſpect. 

Contiguous to Prince Eugene's Garden in the Suburbs, 
is the Prince of Sawartzenburg's Palace, famous for its 
fine Gardens. This Structure was built by the late 
Prince Fondi, and Count of Mansfe/dt ; the latter, whoſe 
good Senſe, eſpecially as he was then Preſident of the 
Board of War, more Diſcretion my have been ex- 
pected. The Count, after ſpending above three hundred 
thouſand Guilders on the Houſe and Gardens, did not 
live to ſee them entirely compleated. The Walks, 
Groves, and Water-works, are extremely fine; the laſt 
are ſupplied by Means of an hydraulic Machine worked 
by Fire, and coſt near twenty thouſand Guilders, and in 
twenty-four Hours throws up into a large Reſervoir near 
a thouſand Hogſheads of Water. After the Fountains 
are ſupplied, the Water is again collected into a Canal 
under the above-mentioned hydraulic Engine. To/eph 
Emanuel Fiſher, the imperial Architect erected this Engine 
in the Year 1722; but the Honour of the Invention is 
due to the Engliſb. I ſaw the firſt Trial of ſuch an hy- 
draulic Machine, by a Model made in the Year 1718, 
before the Royal Society at London. Theſe Engines are 
uſed in the Coal-mines in Scot/and for draining o the 
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Waters: And one of them may be ſeen at Yark- Buildings 
in Loudon. 

Beſides the Palaces already deſcribed, there are other 
Structures that well deſerve Notice, namely, the Royal 
Bohemian Office, in the Mipplinger- Street; the Trautſon 
Palace; that of Count Daun; Governour of the Milaneſę 
in Schotten Square; Breuner Houſe in Marenger- Street; 
the Marquis of Rane, and Prince of Copece's Palaces in 
Joſeph-Street; Count Harache Caprari's in Waller-Street ; 
Count Stratman's in Sehenck-Street ; Queſtenberg Houſe in 
Jobn's- Street; Count Starenberg's Garden and Palace not 
far from the Faworita; the Houſes of John Wenzel of 
Gallas; Count Adam Bathyan, and the Count Gundackez 
of 4likan; the Arch biſhop of Yalenza's Summer-Seat ; 
the Town or Senate-Houſe, and many other magnificent 
Buildings. 

The imperial Park, or Paddock, called Prater, an 
Tſland in the Danube, is much frequented in the Spring 
for its pleaſant airy Walks. The Au-Garten is open all 
the Year, where the Walks, Hedges, and Groves are ſo 
pleaſant, that it is generally frequented by Perſons of 
Piſtinction. Beſides the imperial Riding-Houſe, thoſe 
of the Princes Schavartzenberg, Lichtenſtein, Dietrickſtein, 
Count Staremberg, and eſpecially that of Count Paar in 
Alfter-Street, are well worth ſeeing. 

The Trade of Vienna is little anſwerable to its Large- 
neſs and convenient Situation. This is partly owing to 
the heavy Duties on moſt Commodities brought hither, 
particularly thoſe on Wine, Oxen, and other Proviſions 
coming out of Hungary. The Eaſt-Country Company 
pay three per Cent for all they import, which has cauſed 
them to raiſe their Prices conſiderably. 

The Country about Vienna produces good Paſtnre ; 
and they begin to purchaſe Cows from Swwitzer/and, to 
ſtock ſome Noblemen's Eſtates in theſe Parts. The Hill, 
ealled Callenberg, affords a very beautiful Proſpe& of the 
City of Vienna, and the Places in its Neighbourhood. 

Baden, ſituated near Vienna, is as much frequented for 
its warm Baths as for Aſſemblies, and other Dixerſions. 
Both Sexes bathe here without Diſtinction, in the ſame 
Bath, and at the ſame Time. The bathing Frocks are 
made to cover the whole Body: The Women have their 


Heads 
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Heads elegantly dreſt, and Leads are faſtened to the 
Bottom of their Petticoats to keep them down. The 


Baths are chiefly recommended to Patients in rheumatick 


Pains, or Lameneſs; Pains in the Joints, or other ar- 
thretick Diſorders; barren Women reſort hither and 
find Relief. 

Baden is three Miles from Vienna. Before the Cathe- 
dral is a fine Monument dedicated to the Holy Trinity. 
Thoſe Kind of Pillars are very ornamental to a City, and 
though ſeldom ſeen in other Roman Catholick Countries, 
are frequently found in the Auſtrian Territories. 


Vienna, Auguſt 1, 


1730. 
Jan, &c. 
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Further Account of the City of VIENNA. 


SIR, 


HE imperial Court generally reſides in Summer 

at the Faworita, in the Suburbs of Wieden. This 

is indeed a more commodious Palace than the 
imperial Caſtle, the Reſidence of the Court during Win- 
ter: But neither the Building nor Gardens are of a 
Magnificence ſuitable to ſo great a Prince. In hot and 
dry Weather, the Duſt raiſed by the Horſes and Car- 
riages, between Vienna and the Faworita, would be 
ſcarcely ſupportable, were it not for a Cart laden with 
Water, by continually paſſing and re-paſling, lays the 
Duft, by Means of a Leather Pipe, ſo contrived as to 
ſprinkle the whole Road with a gentle Shower. 

The fineſt of all the Imperial Pleaſure-Houſes is Schon- 
Frum, about a League from Vienna. It was begun by 
the Emperor 7o/eph, but finiſhed by his Succeſſor. This 
Palace is finely ſituated, but has this — 

chat 
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that you are obliged to croſs the little River Wien, lying 
between it and Vienna, ſeveral Times; which River 1s 
ſubject to very ſudden Floods; ſo that it often happens, 
that a Perſon, who, for Inſtance, goes at Noon to Schon- 


brum, finds it impracticable to return in the Evening, 


for the ſwelling of the River. 

The new Building, half a Mile from Vienna, on the 
left Hand of the Road leading to Preßburg, ſerves for a 
Menagerie, in which are kept ſome foreign Animals. 
The great Number of Towers in this Edifice give it a 
very unuſual Appearance, and taken together repreſent 
that Part of the Camp which the Tzr4i/> Emperor, So/y- 
man, occupied with his Pavilion at the Siege of Vienna, in 
1530: For which Reaſon the Turks, in 1683, when they 
became Maſters of this Part of the Country, not only 
ſpafed this Edifice, and made it a Sort of Magazine for 
ck-Provifions, but Numbers of them kiſſed the Walls, 


Emperor, Se/ymarn II. Here the Roman Emperor, Ko- 
dolph II. ſpent a great deal of Time in chemical Ex- 
periments. | 

His preſent imperial Majeſty has built new Stables, 
which are in ſo elegant a Taſte that they have few Equals. 
They ate ſituated a ſmall Diſtance from the City, near 
the Burg-Gate. The only Fault in theſe Stables is their 
Narrowneſs, there being hardly Room to walk out of the 
Reach of the Horſes Heels. 

The imperial Muſeum is ſituated in the Caſtle, and 
contains a great Variety of coſtly Cups and other Vaſes, 
Curiolities in Gold and Silver, Ivory, Mother of Pearl, 
Weapons richly adorned, mathematical Inſtruments ot. 
ſingular Workmanſhip, exquiſite Paintings, antique 
Intaglios, Vaſes of Agate, Jaſper, Cryſtal, Granate, 
Emerald, and the like Gems; together with ſome 1n- 
eſtimable Jewels and Reliques. One of the moſt re- 
markable Curioſities in this Muſeum is a large Bowl of 
Agate, three Spans in Diameter and nine in Circum- 
ference, in the Middle of which are theſe Characters, 
ſaid to be delineated by Nature, B. XRiſto R. S. XXX. 
which ſome decypher thus, Beatori Orbis, or Beatori Generi: 
humani Chriſto Regi Sempiterno Triuno crucifæo. To Chrijl 
„the Saviour of the World, or of Mankind, the King 

« eternal, 


#$.ſhed Tears of Joy as Memorials of their beloved, 


8 n rr 


f —— as Ab ¾  ]Wvw aa DO@ £6 Cie cc 


8 
"24.4 
* 
0 
Ka: 4 
£1 
A 7. 
= : 
» 
#1 
E 
4 * 
* 
2 
. 
1 
4 * 
. — 
- 
3 
2 
4 
q \ 
— 
A 
5 
; 7 
= 
. 4 
4 ! 
7 
: * 
1 1 
2 
1 
: : 
9 * 
N +4 
a F 
W. 
x 
ah 
"SIE; | 
45 
} 
3 
” 
* 
5 
8 
* "a 
Fry 
IF £ 
* 
* 
1 
= 
Nee 
2 
4% 
+ 
eb 
” 
C4 
” 


PS $8 % 3 1 7 


* TEN N A. 235 


& eternal, the crucified Triune.” The three Croſſes, 
and particularly the laſt, is ſomewhat obſcure. 


This Bowl is ſaid to be a Fidei Commiſſum, or Depoſit of 


Truft, brought hither as Part of the Inheritance of the 


Houſe of Burgundy. Amidſt the great Diverſity of the 


Varigations in this Agate, are ſeveral other natural Re- 
preſentations. In this Muſeum are many ſuch remark- 


able Pieces, among which is one repreſenting the City 
of Buda, another the Arms of Auſtria, and a third thoſe 
of Hungary. | | 

Among the Paintings is that of Capid ſcraping and 
poliſhing his Bow; and, as being an Original of Coreg- 


gio, valued at eighteen thouſand Ducats. Formerly Ch-:- 
„ina, Queen of Sweden, had another Piece of the ſame 


Kind; which, after her Death, came into the Poſſeſſion of 
the Duke of Bracciano, and was laſtly purchaſed by the 
Duke of Orleans, Regent of France. The Halians uni- 
verſally allow the latter to be an Original of that cele- 
brated Artiſt; but this is no abſolute Proof that this of 
Vienna was alſo executed by his Pencil. 

Among the curious Gems in this Cabinet is one re- 
preſenting Tiberius and Augn/fius, Albert Rubenius publiſh- 
ed, in 1065, at Antwerp, a particular Diſſertation to ex- 

lain it. 
: In this Muſeum are ſeveral valuable Pictures; but the. 
imperial Chamber of Curioſities, and Gallery of Paint- 
ings are particularly worth ſeeing. In the Anticham- 
ber are the Portraits of a Man and his Wife; the former 
172 Years of Age, and the latter 164. 

A ſhort Account, both of the invaluable Curioſities in 
the imperial Muſeum, and of the Pictures in the Gallery, 
has been printed at Vienna, and is alfo to be met with in 
Kuchelhecker”s Deſcription of the imperial Court, P. II. 
c. 13. The Paintings in the Gallery have been en- 
graved on Copper-Plates; but I muſt acknowledge, that 
the Prints which I have ſeen are very meanly executed. 
Among the great Variety of excellent Pictures here, the 
moſt remarkable are the following: A Piet, by Andrea 
cel Sarto ; St Margaret, by Raphael d Urbino, which coſt 
twenty-ſix thouſand Guilders ; and our Saviour ſtanding 
before the Judgment Seat of Pilate, by Titian, valued at 
ſixty thouſand Roman Scudi. Here are alſo three gh 

rable 
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rable Pieces by Denner, a Painter of Hamburg, for each 
of which he had a thouſand Dollars: 'I'wo of them are 
Mens Heads, and the third a Woman's. The Rape of 

Profperine, painted by Selimene, is in a curious Frame of 
Amber. His imperial Majeſty made a fine Addition to 
his noble Collection of Paintings, by purchaſing, in the 
Year 1718, from the Jeſuits at Lion, to whom they 
were bequeathed, that of the Admiral of Ca/ii/e, at the 
Expence of ſixty thouſand Dollars. 

In the fourth Chamber of the Muſeum is ſeriouſly 
ſhewn a familiar Spirit, ſaid to have been exorciſed out 
of a Demoniack, and confined in a Glaſs ; but in Reality 
it is nothing more than a ſmall Piece of black Moſs ; or 
ſome ſuch Subſtance, naturally incloſed in a triangular 
Piece of tranſparent Cryſtal, and in Shape ſomething 
reſembles a little Man. In Zæuinger's Collection of na- 
tural Curioſities at Dreſden, are ſhewn ſome Pieces of 
- Sea-Weed incloſed in Cryſtal. And in my Letter from 
Piſa, I have mentioned a like Inſtance of a Fly in the 
ſame Subſtance. 

The imperial Library is at preſent a very handſome 
ſpacious Edifice, and was erected by the Emperor Charles, 
and opened for the Uſe of the Publick in 1726. 

The Apartment where the Books are to ſtand 1s well 
lighted, very lofty, and embelliſhed with excellent Paint- 
ings in Freſco, Sculptures, and a fine Gallery, whence 
it has the Appearance of a Temple. This, however, is 
certain, that when the whole is compleated, no Library 
in Europe will equal it in Point of Elegance and Capacity; 
and with regard to the Number and Value of Books, 
not above one or two can be compared with it; I mean 
the Library in the Vatican, and that of the King of 
France; both which may probably excecd it in Manu- 
ſcripts, but in reſpe& of printed Books fall very far 
ſhort of it, the Volumes in the imperial Library at 
Vienna amounting to a hundred thouſand, excluſive of 
the numerous Hohendorff Collection, which was added 
to it in the Year 1720, and purchaſed for thirty thouſand 
Dollars. The Importance of the Manuſcripts in this 
Library may be judged of from Lambecci's Bibliotheca 
Vindobonenſis, in ten Volumes Folio, as alſo from Neſe/zus's 


Catalogue, The Number of them is computed at ten 
thouſand: 
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thouſand : Among thoſe in Greek is a very ancient Copy 
of Dioſcorides, written in a large Character on Vellum, 
with Paintings of the Herbs. Augerius Giflenus Buſbeck, 
Envoy from the Emperor Ferdinand I. to the Ottoman 
Court, purchaſed this Manuſcript of a Jeu, for a hun. 
dred Ducats, Here is alſo a Greek Tranſlation of Geneſis, 
in which are forty-eight hiſtorical Pictures, and ſaid to 
be upwards of twelve hundred Years old. Ptolomy's 
Geography is beautifully written, and Nzcephorus's, Hip- 
toria Ecclefiaſtica is worth ſeeing, as being the only Greek 
Manuſcript, from which all the Editions hitherto pub. 
liſhed, of this Author, are ſaid to be taken. Among the 
Latin Manuſcripts is a Titus Livius, which appears to be 
of great Antiquity, from its having no Points, and being 
written in Capitals; but the Decads, wanting in our 
common Copies, are alſo miſſing here. The Vellum - 
Manuſcript of the golden Bull, in this Collection, writ- 
ten by the Emperor Wence//aus, in the Year 1400, is 
treated of by Lambecci, in Vol. II. In the firſt Letter of 
the firſt Page, which is W, the Initial of that Emperor's 
Name, is a Portrait of him repreſented as in Priſon at 
Prague, with his Hands and Feet in the Stocks. Near 
him is a Repreſentation of his Waiting-Maid, Sy/arna, 
by whoſe Aſſiſtance he made his Eſcape. Here are eight 
Volumes of Fac. de Strada's Treatiſe on Medals. 

Here is alſo a Collection of fixteen thouſand Medals, 
ancient and modern, and in all Kind of Metals. Here 
alſo may be ſeen a large Tooth, weighing ſeveral Pounds, 
ſaid to have belonged to a Giant; but, in Reality, is no 
other than one of the Dentes Molares of an Elephant. The 
Model of the Quickfilver Mines at aria, made by M. 
Stemberg, deſerves particular Notice, by all Lovers of 
Mechanicks. At the End of the large Hall is an elegant 
Cabinet appropriated for antique Roman Monuments and 
Inſcriptions, of which a confiderable Collection has been 
already made. | 

The Maintenance of this Library, together with the 
Salaries of Officers and Servants belonging to it, amounts 
to twelve thouſand Guilders, or about 400 J. Sterling. 

The Library is open every Day. The chief Libra- 
rian is Pius Nicolas Garelli, the Emperor's firſt Phyſician; 
a Man of Erudition and Judgmept. As his many Avo- 
cations, 
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cCations hinder him from ſpending much Time in the 
Library, two Sub-Librarians are appointed, namely, 
M. Nicolas Forlofis and Gottfreid Philip won Spannagel, 
whole Civilities to Strangers .cannot be too much com. 
mended. | 


Fienna, September 6. 
1730. 


LETTER LEXXIT, 


Tourney to the Mines in Upper HUNGARY, and fron 
thence to Buda, RAAB, CoMARA, &c. 


I. 
2 H E fine Weather and delightful Seaſon induced 


me to make an Excurſion into the neighbouring 

Parts of Hungary, and ſhall take the Liberty of 
ſending you the following ſhort Account of my Journey. 
The Diſtance from Vienna to Preſburg, is reckoned ten 
German Miles, but in a Poſt-Chaiſe is performed in ſeven 
or eight Hours. 

On the left Side of the Road, about a Quarter of a 
League beyond the imperial Palace of Eber/dorf, is a 
Pyramid reiting on four Balls, erected in Memory of the 
Interview betwixt the Emperor Leopold I. and John Sobi- 
ti King of Poland. 

Two Miles on this Side Preſburg is a large Tobacco- 
Manufactory, belonging to the imperial Chamber at 
Hanburg. It brings in a very conſiderable Revenue, as 
not only the Tobacco growing in the Neighbourhood, 
but alſo that of Hungary is brought hither. The belt 
Tobacco grows on the River Theiſe, betwixt Calo and 
Carol, and is nearly equal to that of Turkey. 1 

On the Road from Preſburgh to Hanburg, not far from 
the latter, is a Caſile on a Hill; and, about half a League 

On 
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on this Side Pre/burgh, a ſmall Brook which divides Au- 
ria from Hungary. 
The City of Poetry Hes on a Plain. Its Buildings 
ortifications confiſt only of a 
Walk and Ditch. The Suburbs are chiefly on an Emi- 
nence, and the Caſtle on a Hill; it is ſquare, and a- 
dorned with four Towers. In ſome Apartments are 
painted the Hiſtory of the Emperor, Ferdinand Il. to- 
gether with ſeveral Inſtances of his Virtues. The Crown, 
and other Regalia of Hungary, are kept in one of the 


above-mentioned Towers, but never ſhewn. 


In the Armory are ſeveral Arms, both offenſive and 
defenſive, together with ſome old Machines uſed in Aſ- 
ſaults and ſtorming Fortreſſes. In the lower Suburbs is 
a Hill, famous on Account of its being the Place where 
the King of Hungary goes on Horſe-back and brandiſhes 
his Sword towards the four cardinal Points, to ſignify, 


that he is determined to protect his Country againſt his 


Enemies on every Side. 

The Exchequer of Hungary is kept at Preſourg, but is 
under a Kind of Subordination to that of Vienna. 

Our Company which conſiſted of four Perſons, paid 
five Guilders from Vienna to Preſburg; and being defi- 
rous of viſiting upper Hungary. where there are not ſet- 
tled Poſt Stages, we were obliged to hire a Carriage with 
four Horſes, for which we paid four Guilders every Day 
we travelled, and two when we reſted. 

The Hungarian Horſes are very hardy, but have not 

the Strength ſufficient for drawing a Carriage in heavy 
Soils, deep Ways, or up an Aſcent. 
On the left Hand at the Foot of a Mountain, about 
two Miles from Preſturg, lies a Town called St. George. 
The Vineyards on this Mountain, enjoy the Sun almoſt 
the whole Day ; the Wine made here has therefore an 
excellent Flavour. The beſt Grapes, and largeſt Bunches 
are picked, in order to make Wine of an extraordinary 
Richneſs. At D/ac#/itz is a fine Seat belonging to Prince 
Feleph Eferhaſi ; and half a League from thence, on the 
left near Neudbrble another, belonging to Cardinal C ati. 

The Diſtance from Pre/turg to Tyrnau, a Town famous 
for its Univerſity and Jeſuits College, is ſeven Miles, and 
may be performed in about fix Hours, Two Miles __ 

ther 


240 LF xxx 


ther is Frerſtadt, but the Road near Leopolaſtadt is render. 
ed very diſagreeable by the Marſhes. This Place is re. 
gularly fortified, and ſituated on the rapid River Vage, 
a Quarter of a League from Frey/tad?, a large Town on 
an Eminence. From Frey//adt the Road is uneven, the 
Country mountainous, and the Length of the Miles in- 
ereaſe; ſo that the four Miles from thence to Topolſchan, 
took us up five Hours. 

The neareſt Way from hence to Cremnitz, is by Bry- 
nit, where Field -Mareſchal Pa/f has a magnificent Palace, 
and a very fine hot Bath. From Brynitx to Cremnitz are 
three Hungarian Miles, almoſt as long again as thoſe of 
Germany. The whole Road is bad, craggy and moun- 
tainous ; but Cremnitx itſelf is ſituated in a Valley. 

All this Country is populous and well cultivated; 
and where Foreſts and craggy Mountains will not ad 
mit of planting Vineyards, the Inhabitants brew a good 
Sort of Beer. 5 

The ſeven royal free Mine Towns are Cremnitz, K. 
nig berg, Schemnitz, Neuſohl, Buggantz, Dullen and Libeten, 
Theſe Mines are the Support of ſeveral Thouſands, and 
the Expence of working all of them amounts yearly 
to ebove a Million of Guilders. 

Tokay is ſituated about thirty Hungarian, or ſixty Ger- 
man Miles from Schenmitz, and is well known through all 
Europe for the Excellency of its Wine ; but thoſe are mi- 
ſtaken who affirm that the Tract of Land on which this 
Wine grows is very ſmall, and produces yearly ſcarce a 
thouſand Hogſheads ; for all acquainted with the Coun- 
try muſt know, that the Spot of Land which yields this 
generous Liquor, is called in the Hungarian Dial” ©, He- 
H alla, © the Country under the Hills ;” it cort .ins above 
ſeven Miles Circumference, and is interſperſed with ſeve- 
ral Towns of equal or better Situation than Tokay itſelf ; 
ix. on the Right from Totay towards the North He- 
rezhtus, Liſzke, Tolorva, Bennya, Petac ; and on the left Tux- 
zal, Zomber, Mad, and Talliaz. If all the waſte Ground 
in this Tra&t of Land was cultivated, no Part of Es- 
rope would be without Tokay Wine, as it is not a proper 
Liquor for common drinking. If a Perſon purchaſes a 
large Quantity of Tokay Wine, it is proper to carry it 
away in Carriages drawn by Hangarian Oxen, mm 
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will. turn to very good Account. The chief Place for 
Intelligence in theſe Affairs is Caſchau. 

Tokay lies in a fine Country, and is pleaſantly ſituated; 
the Mountains here not being ſo ſteep and craggy as 
about Crenitz and Schemnitz. That the Air of a Coun- 
try abounding with Hills and Valleys is more falutary to 
the human Body than that of a level Country, is very 
evident, both from Obſervation and Hiſtory. | 
The Dreſs of the Women in the Mine Towns is not 
diſagreeable; their Shifts are trimmed with Ribbons, 
while others hang from their Head-dreſs down their 
Backs ; but the 3 and Clowns are but meanly 
clothed. The Men are particularly fond of a furred 
Cloak; and the Women generally wear Boots, and 
ſome a long furred Garment. Their Shifts are coarſe, 


and faſtened round their Waiſts with a Girdle. Their 


Head-dreſs is of Linen, with two Lappets hanging down 
behind. Blue is the moſt uſual Colour worn here by 
both Sexes. There is ſomething very manly in this 
Dreſs ; and it muſt be allowed that the Cloaths of the 


Hungarian Gentry are very becoming. 'The common Peo- 


ple in Upper Hungary, ſpeak very little of the true Hun- 
garian Language, but polite Perſons in large 'Towns 
ipeak Latin, German, or Sclavonian, The Latin ſpoke by 
the Vulgar is very indifferent, of which the Huffars afford 
a ſuficient Specimen. 1 

Six or ſeven thouſand of the Inhabitants of Schem- 
nitx Which conſtitute two Thirds of the City, are Lu- 
therans; but the Magiſtrates are always Roman Ca- 
tholicks. At Cremnitz, the Magiſtracy is ſhared between 
the two Religions, but no Proteftant'is capable of any 
Office in the imperial Mines. 1 

In Upper Hungary the Proteſtants are very numerous, 
eſpecially in the Country; but in ſome Places they are 
torcibly driven to the Romiſb Churches like Sheep. 

Buda lies about twelve Hungarian Miles from Schemnitæ; 
and on the left Hand of this Road, is the. Town of 
Carpen, together with the Mountain of the. ſame Name, 
ſo famous for being the ſuppoſed Rendezvous of 
Witches, FH} pf ". OF * 2 | 

Waitzen though a mean City, the annual Revenue of 


its Biſhop amounts to above fifty thouſand Guilders, 
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They are now building a new epiſcopal Palace here, 
which, when finiſhed, will be very ſpacious. The Dif. 
tanee from hence to Buda is four Miles. 

_ Berwixt Pet and Buda is a Kind of a flying Stage 

Caravan; and at the former a large Lazaretto, toge 
ther with the imperial Magazines for Salt brought from 
Tranſilvania and Marmergſcbh. This Rock Salt is dug up 
In large Pieces, as at Halleyn near Salt/burg, and is of 
two Kmds, white and black, reſembling Sugar Candy 
-or Allum. The Peafants generally lay a Piece of it at 
the Doors of the Stables for Horſes and other Cattle to 
liek, ſuppoſing it to be wholeſome for them. 

Buda is about fix and thirty German Miles from Vi. 
ira, and ſituated on an Eminence; but the Fortifica- 
tions very inconſiderable in Compariſon to thoſe in the 
-Low Countries. | 

Wafferfladt lies below the Fortifications on the Banks 
of the Danube; and Reizen/iadt at the Bottom of the 
-Hill. In theſe Towns or Suburbs are five different hot 
Baths; namely, the Emperor's, the General's, the Ratzer, 
the Bridge, and the Block Bath. The Emperor's is 
built in the Form of the Rotunda at Rome. The Diſtance 
'detween Bua and Vienna is performed in about three 
Days in the Summer. Old Buda lies three Quarters of 

' a Mile from the former. About half a League from 

Mund is a Fort formerly poſſeſſed by Prince Ragotxi, 
but now converted into a charnel Houſe. 

From Neuendorf to Comara is four Miles. About half Way 
between theſe Towns is Neſnel where Albert II. died 
ſuddenly by eating too plentifully of Melons. Camara is f 
ſituated on the Iſland of Schutt, where the River Maga 
falls into the Danube. Its Fortifications which are very . 
'Arong, were built by Ferdinand I. | 

Bede the Kind of Sheep common to all Countries, \ 
Hungary produces a particular Species, with large twiſted R 
"Horns, about two Feet in Length. They are kept in 5 
ſeparate Flocks, and great Numbers of them yearly ſent b 
to Vienna. 5 

From Camara to Raab, a fine Fortification, is five 
Miles; from Naab to Wefelbourg, four, from thence to 
Kegelſorun, Tix, and fix more from Regelſlrun to Vienna. , 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 


Journey ſrom VIENNA to PRAGUE; with a Deſcrip- 
tion of the latter, 


SIR, | 


HE divide the Diſtance between Vienna and 
| Prague, mto twenty one Stages and a Half, but 
there is beſides the Poſt Road another, leading 


through Snoim, Iglawu, and Dzaſiau, which is four Miles 
ſhorter. 


A few Miles from Iglau, is the Village of Pixnitæ, be- 


longing to the Count Colalto. There is a large Inn, 
intended at firſt for a Lutheran Church. 

Pfauendorf is the firſt Town in Bohemia, on this Side. 
Count Zinzendorf has a fine Manegerie in this Place. 


At Deutſchbrod, the Baggage of Travellers is ſearched by 
the Bohemian Officers of the Revenue. In the Road from 


the beautiful Village of Ferhozv, you are entertained with 
elegant Proſpects, the Country being interperſed with 
Villages. Dza/lau lies a Mile and a Half farther, and 
is alſo a pretty Town, with a large ſquare Market-place. 
From hence to Oval, three German Miles from Prague, 
the Road is very rugged and hilly ; but the Inns are gene 
rally farniſhed with good Proviſions, | 
Bohemia is well peopled, and abounds in Towns and 
Villages. The States of Bohemia have been at the Ex- 
pence of above twenty four thouſand Gulders for a cor- 
rect Map of that Kingdom, which was at laſt executed 
by that famous Engineer, John Chriſtopher Muller. 
Prague has broader Streets but fewer ſtately Palaces 
then Vienna. The Bridge over the Moldaw, exceeds, 
in Length thoſe of Ratiſbon and Dreſden ; being ſeven hun- 
dred and forty two Paces long; and the Bread th of it 
fourteen common Paces : So that there is Room for three 
| M 2 Carriages 
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Carriages to paſs a Breaſt. It is ſupported by ſixteen 
Pillars, and the Sides are adorned with twenty eight 
Statues of Saints. The Crucifix, and the Statue of St. 
Nepomuc are of Braſs ; but the Reſt are all of Stone. 
St. Neporuc, who was thrown over this Bridge by Order 
of King WYence/laus, for refuſing to reveal what the Queen 
had divulged to him at Confeſſion, is now become the 
Patron of Bridges, and by his ſuperior Merit, great- 
ly leſſened the Intereſt of all the other Saints among 
the Bohemians. 

In old Prague the Jeſuits have one of the largeſt Colle. 
ges belonging to their Order, except thoſe of Ln and 
Goa. Two hundred and ten Fathers of that Order com- 
monly reſide here. It is called Co/legium Clementinum, 
from the Church of Saint Clement adjoining to it. The 
Library of the Clementine College is worth obſerving. The 
mathematical Cabinet lately erected here, is under the 
Inſpection of Father Mein. Among other Inſtruments 
are the following. An armillary Sphere according to 
the Syſtem of Tycho Brahe; a large Sextant made by the 
Tame celebrated Aſtronomer; a Perpetuum mobile, con- 
fiſting of Balls turning in a circular Motion; all 
Kinds of Clock-work; ſome Cameræ obſcuræ, and o- 
ther optical Inſtruments. To Tycho the World is indebted 
for the ingenious Invention, of fixing two concave 
Glaſſes oppoſite to each other at the Diſtance of thirty two 
Feet, when Ganpowder, laid in the Focus of one of the 
Glaſſes will explode by blowing on a red hot Coal 
placed in the other. The Glaſſes are of a parabolical 
Figure; and in 1728, M. au Fay exhibited the Experi- 
ment beiore the royal Academy of Sciences at Paris; 
and at the ſame Time maintained, that two ſpherical 
Specula, would produce the ſame Effect even at a great- 
er Diſtance. In the Tower of the Clementine College is 
an Obſervatory, from which there is an elegant Proſpect 
over the City. On the Top of it is Atlas holding a 
large and curiouſly contrived armillary Sphere. In the 
Church near the Trinbefe is the Monument of Jycha 
Brahe, who has rendered his Name immortal by his 
chemical Proceſſes, and aſtronomical Obſervations. 


The Kreuzhirche, or Church of the holy Croſs, near ? 
the 7e/aits College in the old City, is an elegant Struc- Þ 
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ture, with ſeveral Marble Pillars, a fine Cupola and 
excellent Paintings. In the Church on the Karlþofo is 
a Scala ſancta of red Bohemian Marble: And the high 
Altar is decorated with curious Sculptures in Wood. The 
Walls of the Church are entirely covered with votive 
Pieces, which partly conſiſt of paltry Pictures, and partly 
of dirty old Rags, Stockings, Coats and the like, and 
make a very pitiful Appearance. 

The Clock in the Council Houſe of the old City was 
made at the End of the fifteenth Century, by the cele- 
brated Aſtronomer Hanuſch, Profeſſor of Mathematicks 
in the Univerſity ; It exhibits the Revolutions of the 
Sun and Moon, the Days of the Month, the Length of 
the Days and Night, &c. But a great Part of the 
Movement 1s at preſent out of Order. 

The Horſe-market is a large Area, in the Center of 
which is the equeſtrian Statue of King Wincęſlaus. 

The Cathedral of St. Vitus, ſtands on the Schlosberg, 
and abounds with Church and Altar-Furniture, and Re- 
liques. Among others is a large Crucifix, of fine Hun- 
garian Gold, weighing ten thouſand Ducats, St. Min- 
ceſlaus Chapel is commonly deſcribed as if the Walls 
were covered with Jaſper, Amethyſt and cornelian ; but 
though every Thing is very rich, yet it does not entirely 
equal the pretended Magnificence of it : For only ſome 
Parts of the Walls are covered with the abovementioned 
Gems, ſome of which are of the Size of a Man's Fiſt, 
but without any Order, and the Value of the Ornaments 
does not reſult ſo much from the Skill of the Artiſt, as 
from the intrinſick Worth of the Gold. The Monu- 
ment of St. Nepomuc is finely adorned with curious Sculp- 
tures in Marble, as is alſo that erected to the Memo- 
ry of Count Sch/ich, privy Counſellor, and Field Marſhal 
to the Emperor. | 

Over a Fountain in the inner Area of the Citadel is. 
a Braſs Statue of St. George, which was caſt in the Year 
1373, during the Reign of the Emperor Char/es IV. and 
is very beautiful conſidering the Age in which it was 
executed. | 

The Proſpect from the royal Apartments is delight- 
fully charming, and the Hall where the Emperor uſed 
to dine, well contrived. I could not at this Time get 
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a Sight of the Muſzum, for the Keeper was in the 
Country; it is ſaid to contain ſome excellent Pieces of 
Painting. 

The Ravages committed by the Suediſe Army under 
Count Koning ſmark, when the City was taken by Sur- 
prize, induced the Emperor in the Year 1723, to ſend 
to Nienna the capital Pieces which remained. 

They ſhew here the Apartment in the Office belong- 
ing to the Bohemian Secretary of State, from which, in 
the Year 1618, Baron Sladata great Chancellor of the 
Kingdom of Bohemia, Baron Martinitx grand Marſhal, 
together with M. Platter Secretary of State, were thrown 
Headlong from a Window for warmly eſpouſing the 
Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſria, contrary to the Sen- 
timents of the Majority. This Apartment ſerves at 
preſent for the Aſſembly of the States. Theſe three 
Noblemen had the good Fortune of being received by 
a Dungzill at the Foot of the Wall, and what is really 
ſurprizing, they did not receive the leaſt Hurt, not- 
withſtanding the Window out of which they were thrown 
was twenty eight Ells or ſix Stories from the Ground; 
and Secretary Platter is ſaid on this Occaſion to have 
made a needleſs Apology to the other two for his 
Rudeneſs in 8 upon them. I went down into the 
Caflle Moat to take a View of the Place where they 
fell, and under a Window which looks towards the 
City, J found in the Bottom of the Ditch overgrown 
with Buſhes, a Pedeſtal on which ſtands a quadrangular 
Pyramid, terminating in a Globe, and on that a Cru- 
cifix. It was erected in Memory of the Eſcape of 
William Slawata, Baron of Calm and Koſchenberg who 
was thrown from the above Window on the 23d of May 
1618, | 

About four and twenty Feet from this Spot, under 
a Window on the other Side of the Apartment near a 
common Sewer, in a filthy Situation, ſtands a triangular 
Pyramid inſcribed on two of its Sides with the Words 
Jeſus and Maria; and on the third an Infcription to 
perpetuate the ſame Accident. | 

In the Treaſury at Loretto is ſhewn a golden Tri- 
angle ſet with a Variety of Rubies, on which 1s e- 
nameled the Image of the Virgin Aang; as crowned by 
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the holy Trinity. This was the joint Offering of Sla- 
wata, Martinitx and Platter, as a Memorial of their 
wonderful Preſervation which they chieffy attributed to 
the Virgin Mary. 

The white Tower is a State Priſon for Perſons of 
Rank in Bohemia, Formerly in one of the Rooms was 
a Sort of Iron Machine in the Shape of a Woman, which, 
when any Delinquent was brought near it, would em- 
brace him with its Arms and ſqueeze him to Death ; 
ſome are of Opinion, this Machine has been removed to 
St. Peter's Church where the upper Conſiſtory is held, 
and particularly uſed for the Execution of eccleſiaſtical 
Criminals. 

On the Ratſchin or Caſtle-Hill is the Palace belonging 
to Count Czernini which in Magnitude is indeed inferior 
to Mallenſtein Houſe on the lower Side of the Hill; but, 
with regard to the Magnificence of the Structure, and 
Richneſs of the Furniture, has few Equals in the World. 
It has been. almoſt a hundred Years in building, 
and the grand Hall is not yet finiſned. The. Picture. 
Gallery is a hundred and ſeventy five common Paces in 
Length. The Stair-caſe is broad, well lighted, and 
finely painted. The Palace is decorated with a great 
Variety of coſtly Tapeſtry, and Count Czernini whoſe 
annual Income is three hundred thouſand Guilders, has. 
for many Years ſpared no Expence to complete and 
adorn it. 

In a Church oppoſite to this Palace the Capuchins have 
erected a Caſa ſanta exactly reſembling that at Leretto ; 
the Walls within like thoſe of the original, are black and 
ſmoaky ; but in ſome of the Bas Reliefs on the Outſide 
a very great D flerence is perceived, thoſe of the Ca- 
puchin Ca/a Santa being only of Stic, and thoſe of Lo- 
retto of Marble, The former are alſo greatly inferior 
to the latter in the Beauty and Delicacy of the Work- 
manſhip. The Treaſure amaſlied in this Chapel is pro- 
digious, amounting to ſeveral Tons of Gold. Among 
a great Variety of other coſtly Pieces are a Chalice, 
which was formed out of a thouſand Cremnitz Ducats. ; 
an O/tenſorium ſet with Pearls, ſome of which are of the 
Size of an Acorn, and in the Middle is one in the Shape 
of a Heart, almoſt as large as a Walnu:; another Ofen- 


M 4 ſorium 


= LET/TER Fw. 

forium conſiſts of fix thouſand fix hundred and ſixty ſix 
Diamonds, , repreſenting a Sun, ſo that by the Rays 
emitted from their Points, the Size of the Diamonds is 
gradually diminiſhed. Five and twenty thouſand Guil- 
ders have been offered for one of theſe Stones, with a 
Promiſe to ſupply its Place with a falſe Stone fo artifici- 
ally ſet as not to be diſtinguiſhable from a real Diamond. 
The whole coſt two hundred thouſand Guilders, and 
the Artiſt who was ten Years in finiſhing it, rewarded 
with ten thouſand. Both theſe Oſenſoria were the Of. 
ferings of Ludmilla a Franciſca of Collobrad, who was 
deſirous of obtaining a diſtinguiſned Place in Heaven, 
and immortal Fame among the Clergy. She died in 
1695, and her Portrait as large as Lite is placed in this 
Treaſury, 

At one End of the Area before Count Czernin's Palace, 
is a Stone Pillar in Memory of Drabomira, a pagan Dutch- 
eſs of Bohemia, and Mother to St. Fince/laus, who was 
ſwallowed up on this Spot by an Opening of the Earth 


in the Year 939. The Shambles on the ſhorter Side 


of the Area are remarkable for being always free from 
that Species of Flies which lay their Eggs in Meat, 
whence Maggots are produced. 

On the ſame Side, near the Stronhos, is ſhewn the 

Place where the Swedes, under Count Konnig/mari ſur- 
prized this Part of Prague, and would have made them- 
{elves Maſters of the City, had they not .miet with a 
timely Reſiſtance from the Tower ſtanding at the Foot 
of the Bridge, leading to the old City. This Defence 
was begun by Father George Placchi, a Jeſuit, one Cxilis 
a Schoolmaſter, and three Soldiers, who being joined 
by ſeveral Burghers and Students, the Swedes were at 
laſt obliged to retire. 
In the Skirts of the City, where formerly ſtood the 
Caſtle of M iſcherad, half Way up the Acclivity of a 
Rock is ftill an old Wall, with three Windows, .the Re- 
mains of a Bath belonging to Libgſa, from whence ſhe 
ordered her Gallants to be thrown heœadlong into the 
Moldamo, after gratifying her brutal Paſſions. 

In the Church, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, on 
the WYiſcherad, is a Marble Pillar, broken into three 
Pieces, which the Devil, through Spite, is ſaid to have 
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ſet down ſo haſtily, that he broke it. The Cauſe of this 
Indignation was, his arriving too late with his Burden; 
for a Prieſt of this Church had fold himſelf to the De- 
vil, upon this Condition, that the latter ſnould bring a 
Pillar hither from the Church of St. Maria, in Traſtevere 
at Rome, while the former ſaid Maſs. 

This idle Fable is repreſented by ſeveral Pieces of 
Painting in the Church. 

Nor is it the only ridiculous Monument on the 
Wiſcherad : There being ur.der the Altar of St. Longinus 
(the Officer who is ſaid to have pierced Chrif's Side) a 
large Coffin, in which, as in a Boat, the ſaid Saint is 
ſuppoſed to have ſailed on the Mo/daey. 

Near this Church is an Armory, within the Court of 
which, no Perſon is admitted; ſo that you can only ſee 
through the Grate of the Door Libaſa's Dancing- place, 
on which it is ſaid, no Graſs ever grows; but for my 
own Part, I obſerved it quite covered with Graſs. 

In Prague are a hundred Churches, and almoſt as na- 
ny Convents. The City is not very populous, in Pro- 
portion to its Extent ; for the whole Number of its In- 
habitants does not exceed one hundred and twenty thou- 
ſand ; fifty thouſand of which are Jews, and ſeventy 
thouſand Chriſtians. The Trade of this City is incon- 
ſiderable, the Mo/daww not being navigable. 


J am, &Cc, 
Prague, Od. 11, 1730, 
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The City of DRESDEN deſcribed. 


SIR, 
T2 Diſtance between Prague and Dreſclen is ſix- 


teen German Miles. Near Sobeſchutz, which is the 

| fourth Stage, the Road is very bad and craggy 

for half a League, and from its Iying along the Declivity 

of a Mountain, at the Bottom of which runs the River 
Elbe, is very dangerous. 

Auſſig is famous for its ſtrong ſweet Wine, called Poſiz- 
haltzky, of which not above forty or fifty Hogſheads are 
made in a Year. The Vineyard producing it, belongs to 
the Town. The Road from Aug to Peterſcvalaa is ex- 
tremely troubleſome, lying over high and ſteep Mountains. 
Within half a League of the latter, we entered Saxony, 
and from Schitz to Dreſden, being two Miles, we travelled 
over a pleaſant Plain, terminated on both Sides by fruit- 
ful Eminences. 

Dreſden has been long famous for its Royal Palaces, 
ſtraight and uniform Streets, beautiful Situation, and 
ſplendid Court; but with regard to the Number ot 
Houſes and Inhabitants, 1s inferior to ſeveral Cities in 
Germany. The Houſes in the Suburbs and City are com- 
. at about two thouſand five hundred, and the Inha- 

itants of Old and New Dreſden are ſaid not to exceed 
forty thouſand, above five thouſand of which at preſent 
are Papiſts. But in this Computation the Garriſon is not 
included. | 

The Place which affords the greateſt Entertainment to 
a curious Stranger, is the Green-Room, or Muſeum, This 
Collection was begun by the Elector, and placed in a 
green Room, which Name it till retains. - Several 
Apartments are indeed, at preſent, green; but the Diſ- 

| poſition 
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poſition is now greatly altered, and the Number of Cu- 
rioſities ſo far increaſed, that the Muſeum conſiſts of ſeven 
Rooms and a Cabinet. The Fee for ſeeing this Muſeu is 
generally diſcharged with four or five Guilders, given to 
the Attendant who opens the Doors. In the firſt Apart- 
ment is a great Number of ſmall Braſs Models of the 
moſt famous Statues and Monuments extant, both an- 
cient and modern; among which is the celebrated Toro 
Farneſe. | 

The ſecond Room contains Clocks, and divers Auto- 
mata of a curious Structure, both in Gold and Silver; 
among which is a Ship failing round the Table, while 
ſome of the Sailors weigh the Anchor, and the reſt are 
employed in other Works; and at the fame Time per- 
forms a Piece of Muſick. Another Piece of Clock- 
work repreſents the Virgin Mary and 7o/eph, with the In- 
fant Fejus in the Manger, while the Shepherds and- 
eaſtern Magi, perform their Adorations to the Meſſiah; 
at the ſame Time the Heavens ſeem to open and diſplay 
a ſurpriſing Luſtre. Here is alſo a triumphal Car drawn 
by two Lions, and in the Center of it an Organ, 

In the third Room are ſhewn a numerous Collection of 
drinking Veſſels of Ivory, and other Curioſities, parti- 
cularly a Ship compleatly rigged ; and the Succeſſion of 
the Electors of Saxony, from the Chriſtian Era, in raiſed 
Letters, elegantly performed. 

In the fourth Apartment the Eye is dazzled with a 
Multitude of Gold and Silver Utenfils, moſt of them are 
Goblets and large drinking Veſſels; one of thoſe in 
Gold holds five Quarts, and is enriched with Medals, 

In the fifth Apartment are depoſited a great Variety of 
precious Stones, and curious Veſſels formed from them. 
The ſeveral Cameos and Intaglios in this Room, are ſaid 
to be worth three hundred thouſand Dollars. The Pieces 
formed out of Gems and Pearls are ſurpriſing. 

The fixth Apartment is ſurrounded with Cloſets, in 
which are to be placed the Portraits of all the Electors 
of Saxcny, as large as Life, in their proper Habits. In 
the Center of this Room is a Clock in the Buſt of a 
Woman, who turns her Head about each Minute, 

In the ſeventh Apartment is a Tea Equipage complete, 
of Gold enamelled, fet with Diamonds, by Dillinger, 

| M 6 Jeweller 
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Jeweller to the Court. 2. A large Matrix of an Emerald, | 


in the Hand of a Moor, whoie Collar is Jewels, and 
near him a Baſket filled with Ores of Silver and Gold, 
Cryſtals, and other Productions of his Country. 3. On 
a Table, an Ell in Breadth, and an Ell and a Quarter in 
Length, is a Repreſentation of the Manner in which the 
Great Mogul's Birth-Day is celebrated. The Monarch 
fits on his Throne, and proftrate before him are all the 
Grandees of his Empire, while the Portico is crowded 


with his Guards, Elephants, and every other Particular 


compoſing the Splendor of an eaſtern Court. In the 
Center of the Room is a Pillar, adorned with beautiful 
Baſs-Reliefs in Arabian Agate, and an oriental Onyx of 
an oval Figure, whoſe tranſverſe Diameter is near a Quar- 
ter of a Breton Ell. Here is alſo a Baſon of oriental 
Agate, nearly as large as half a Cocoa-Nut cut longi- 
tudinally. The Number of ſingle Gems is really ſur— 
prizing, among which are an entire Set of Diamond 
Buttons for a Suit of Cloaths, together with a Badge of 
the Order of Knighthood, with the Star, Buckles, and 
Head of a Cane. An {qua Marina, as large as a-Man's 
Fiſt, with. other precious Stones to an immenſe Value. 
In the laſt Apartment is a Clock of Gold, ſet with 
Gems; and a Jaſper Table, with cryſtal and amethyſt 
Veins. ; 

Thus have I endeavoured to give an Idea of the Con- 
tents of the Green Room, or Muſeum of Dreſden; for to 
ſpecify all the Particulars, is ſcarce poſſible, their Num- 
ber being ſo great, and daily increaſing from Year to 
Year, as new Acquiſitions are continually made, 

The Palace is magnificently furniſhed, and the Draw - 
ing-Rooms particularly are worth ſeeing. Here are teen 
twelve Pictures, done by Lewis Silveſter, repreſenting the 
Rape of Proſerpine, the Metamorphoſes of Aer, and 
other Fables of Ovid. Another Piece by that ſane Ar- 


tiſt, repreſents the preſent EleRor taking Leave of his 


Father, at his ſetting out on his Travels ; the Jatter re- 
commends his Son to the Care of Pallas and Minerva ; 
behind the Prince ſtands his Governor, and on his Side 
Prudence, with a Teleſcope in her Hand, and ſeveral 
Genii ſnewing Maps of the Countries this young Prince 
is to viſit, The Cieling of the Audience * is 

aid 
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alſo painted by Si/veffer. The Looking-glaſſes in theſe 
Rooms are between eight and nine Feet high, and be- 
tween ſix and ſeven Feet broad. The Afiembly Room 
for the Royal Family is hung with fx large Pieces of 
Tapeſtry, repreſenting the Atchievements of Alexander 
the Great. Among the large Quantity of Plate kept in 
the Plate-Cabinet, are four Gueridons or Stands, each 
weighing four hundred and ſcventy-one Marks, beſides 
twe.ve others little inferior; two Vaſes above five Feet 
high, ſcarce to be fathomed by two Men, weighing fix 
hundred Marks each; two Pieces of the ſame Faſhion, 
and little inferior in Weight ; eight Cilterns, with the 
Veſiels ſtanding in them, each weighing eight hundred 
Marks, and ſeveral other Pieces of all Kinds, as Clocks, 
Automata, Baſs-Reliefs, muſical Inſtruments, and a ſur- 
priſing Variety of other curious Particulars. 

In the Palace is a ſine Picture-Gallery, of which Baron 
le Plat has the Direction. The freſco Paintings on the 
Walls are not yet finiſhed, though it is decorated with 
ſome old and valuable Pieces. On both Sides of, the 
Gallery are large Vaſes of Serpentine and Porphyry, 
with a great Number of Buſts in Marble and Braſs ; 
among the latter that of Gauflawus Adolphus is eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the reſt. | 

In the Year 1711, a beautiful Edifice, deſigned for a 
Green-houſe, was begun in the Zwwinger Garden; but as 
another Place appeared more covenient for that Purpoſe, 
it was converted into an ineſtimable Repoſitory of Me- 
dals, natural Curioſities, Antiquities, Minerals, Petrifac- 
tions, rare Animals, Inſects, Shells, Amber of various 
Kinds. In this Structure is alſo a Library, together with 
an Anatomy Room, in which are a Collection of all In- 
ſtruments relating to Surgery, Chemiſtry, Metallurgy, 
ae, Aſtronomy, Mathematicks, Mechanicks, and 

Otany. 

On the left Hand from the main Entrance, the Petri- 
factions are arranged; among which are a human Ske- 
leton, and that of an Animal, which muſt have been as 
big as a Calf, both petrified ; the Feet and Spine of the 
Back are plainly to be diſtinguiſhed of the latter. 

In the Gallery of animal Curioſities are ſeveral Heads 
of Stags of an uncommon Kind, with Roebucks-Horns; 

among 
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among the latter is a Horn, of which no ſatisfactory Ac- 
count is given, but it very much reſembles one in my 
own Poſſeſſion, the Hiſtory of which is as follows: 
About ten Years ago a young Roebuck, or Fawn, being 
taken on the Eſtate of Baron . „was brought 
home and kept tame; but in Time he became very un- 
tractable, and particularly uſed to run at the Women, 
tearing their Cloaths, till at laſt it was thought neceſſary 
to have him cut: Four Weeks after this he ſhed his firſt 
Horns; but, contrary to the Nature of a gelt Roebuck, 
his Horns grew again, and with this Circumſtance, that 
inſtead of dropping at the Time of the annual Change, 
they remained on the Animal's Head as long as he lived. 
The Subſtance of theſe Horns wanted much of the uſual 
Hardneſs, but was dilated without forming a Point at 
the Ends. But as he never whet or rubbed them a- 
gainſt a Tree, the rough Skin always contiuued, and 
in ſeveral Parts hung down looſe; ſo that at laſt the 
Branches on them appeared ſomething like a Crown. 
Whether the Debilitation the Animal had ſuffered, was 
the Cauſe that the new Horn was not ſo hard and com- 
pact as ſuch Subſtances generally are, I ſhall not pretend 
to determine. | | 

In the anatomical Room are the Skeletons of ſeveral 
wild Beaſts; a large Collection of ancient and modern 
chirurgical Inſtruments; Portraits of Perſons who lived 
above one hundred and ſeventy-five Years ; ſeveral Em- 
bryos ; a Man's Skull near an Inch thick ; a Cock with 
four Legs; two Children with only one Head; a human 
Skeleton with the Nerves preſerved ; and the Embryo of 
an Elephant not above a Span long, but all the Parts 
plainly diſtinguiſhable. Among the human Embryos is 
one of a Negro ; the ſeveral Parts of the human Body, 
as Heads, Bowels, the Pia and Dura Mater, Pericranium, 
even the fineſt Arteries or Veins, are filled by an 
Inje&ion of coloured Wax, having been preſented by the 
famous Ruſch. | 
Next to this is an Apartment, containing ſeveral hun- 
dred thouſand Prints; conſiſting of Portraits, Land- 
ſcapes, Buildings, hiſtorical 0 1 other Pieces. The 
Pictures of the moſt celebrated Painters only, fill ſeveral 
; | Volumes; 
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Volumes; and the Number of Courteſans and Concu- 


bines are not ſmall. , 

In the mineral Gallery are depoſited every Thing that 
has any Relation to Metallurgy, as Aſſay-weights, Fur- 
naces, metallic Ores of all Kinds ; together with a Model 
of a Mine, in which the principal Operations in Mining 
are repreſented. | : 

The mathematical Room 1s over the main Entrance of 
the Zauinger Gallery. Here, among a great Variety of 
Inftruments, is an old one, uſed by the Elector Auguſtus 
in ſurveying Lands; together with ſeveral beautiful 
Plans drawn with his own Hand. Here is alſo a ce- 
leſtial Globe, brought from Mocha, inſcribed with Arabic 
Letters, and ſtudded with Stars of Silver inlaid with 
Braſs; a large aſtronomica! Clock, begun in the Year» 
1563, and finiſhed in the Year 1568, and coſt fix thou. 
ſand Dollars. Here are likewiſe a Chine/e Compaſs, 
burning Mirrors, and a great Variety of optical In- 
ſtruments. 

The Saloon, or Ball Room, is finely decorated with 
Paintings and Gildings, and opens into fine Walks on 
the Ramparts; from whence there is an elegant View of 
ſeveral Boats, and the Royal Yacht, called the Bucen- 
taurus, in which her Royal Highneſs the Electoral Prin- 
ceſs ſailed up the Elle, from Pirna to Dreſden. On each 
Side of this Ball Room are ſeveral fine Water-works, 
Caſcades, Grottos, and Baths. 

The Royal Gardens are adorned with above fifteen 
hundred Statues ; the modern Pieces, which are of white 
Marble, are diſpoſed in various Parts ; but the Antiques 
depoſited in a Palace ereQed in the Center of the Garden, 

Among the Curioſities in this Garden and Palace, 
is an inlaid Table in the Fhrentine Taſte. The Gardens 
are in a ſquare Form, each Side of which is a Kind of a 
Mall, two thouſand fix hundred common Paces in 
Length. The Stables were repaired in the Year 
1729 with an Addition of a ſecond Story, which may be 
properly called the old Wardrobe, are full of Ornaments 
for decorating the Royal Apartments on publick Days ; 
rich Arms, and Furniture of foreign Nations. No leſs 
than forty-two Rooms are filled with Pieces of this Kind. 


In the firſt is the Armour uſed by the Corps de Garde — 
1 the 
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the Marriage Solemnities of the ancient EleQors of 
Saxony, and are ſo loaded with Silver Ornamen:s, that a 
üngle Dagger weighs ten Pounds; and the Quantity of 
Silver in the firſt Room only, is computed at twelve hun: 
dred Weight. In the ſecond Apartment is a Giant's 
Sword, ſent as a Preſent from Denmark, the Length of 
the Blade of which is five Dre/den Ells; together with a 
Horſe and its. Furniture, formerly belonging to the Cham 
of Tartary As I ſhall have Occaſion to make frequent 
Mention of the Horſes depoſited here, I muſt obſerve 
that they are all of Wood, but reſemble exactly their 
Originals, both in Size and Colour. In the ſame Cham- 
ber are the Wedding-Cloaths of the Elector Auguſtus, be- 
ing black Velvet laced with Gold; together with his 
Powder-Flaſk, formed out of the Shell of a Cocoa-Nut, 
and decorated with Figures cut by his own. Hand ; ano- 
ther Powder-Flaik, made out of the Eye of a Whale; 
the Elector's turning and gardening Tools; and the 
Halberds which the preſent Horſe-Guards uſe on pub- 
lick Solemnities. In the Middle of the Chamber is the 
Horſe with its Furniture, on which the preſent King of 
Denmark appeared at a Tournament in Dreſden. The 
Trappings are of Gold and Silver, richly inlaid with 
Gems found in Saxeny. Near this is the Turdiſb Horſe 


and its Furniture, ſo highly eſteemed by King Staniſlaus. 


The Seats of the Chairs are of ſerpentine Stone. Be- 
ſides ſome Models of Mines, compoſed of Minerals, 
Sc. here is another of the City of Dreſden, painted on 
Ebony, by Baron Pfug. The next Turkih Horſe and 
Furniture was a Preſent from the Emperor Ferdinand J. 
The whole Trappings are of Silver, inlaid with Turguciſes; 
but the Sabre and Dagger (which are Part of every com- 


- plete Turki/b Equipage) are ſet with Pearls. The Horſe- 


Furniture uſed by the preſent electoral Prince in the Year 
1719, at the publick Entry of the Princeſs, when he 
repreſented the Element of Water, is of gilt Silver em- 
boſſed with Mother of Pearl, and ſet with Rubies : The 
other Ornaments, which are of blue Tafety, are alſo de- 
poſited here, together with ſeveral Turk; Horſes ſplen- 
didly adorned: Among the old Arms are the large 
Piſtols which belonged to the Body-Guard of the EleQor 
Maurice, together with the Elector's own Piſtols, on which 


are 
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are delingated ſeveral Hiſtories of the Old and New 


fog > at curiouſly inlaid with Ivory. The following 
s are alſo, depoſited here; the firſt Fireloe 


Curioſiti 


made by the Monk Schwartz ; an Indian hunting Horn, 


formed out of an. Elephant's Tooth; Indian Shoes; 


Models in Miniature of Skates; old Indian Habits, 


Shields, and the like, all made of Feathers laid on 


Leather; Japaneſe Cuiraſſes, made of Fiſn- bones, to 
defend them from Arrows; ſeveral Birds of Paradiſe; 
Japancſe Knives and Swords, ſome of which are poiſon- 
ed, Experiment having been made on a Calf, which died 


in three Hours after receiving a Wound by one of them; 


an Indian Executioner's Sword made of Wood, and ſo 
thick, that it ſeems much better adapted to break the 
Neck than to ſever the Head from the Body; Lapland 


Arms and Drums for Sorcery ; an Indian Bird called Foca, 
from the hinder Part of whoſe Head are taken two long 
Feathers, which make curious Plumage ; Indian Shields 
and Javelins ; an Indian Ship and Bulk. Here are alſo 
ſeveral Statues as large as Life, dreſſed like Officers of 
the Twrki/p Court, and among theſe, one repreſenting the 
Grand Signior ſitting in the Seraglio; Arms uſed by the 
Tanizaries, richly inlaid with Gold; Turkif Standards 


and Horſe-Tails ; Turk; Kettle-Drums ; Tartarian Spurs; 


Se bre and Scabbard, embelliſhed with Silver Wire-work, 
Targets,  Quivers, and ſeveral Weapons for Polacks and 
Heydacks, uſed at the publick Entry of the preſent. 


Electoral Princeſs : Alfo ſeveral Horſes with coſtly Trap- 
pings, decorated with Saxen Gems, among which is one 
remarkable Set embelliſhed with yellow Topazes ; ſeveral 


Sabres ſet with precious Stones, together with the Helmet 
and Shield worn by King Auguſtus when he repreſented . 
the Sun; Lances for the Carouſal of the Ladies; the 
Canopy of the Wedding Coach of the preſent Electoral 


Princeſs, of crimſon Velvet, and embroidered with Gold; 
Cuiraſſes of Steel gilt; the Cuiraſs which the Elector 
Fohn Frederick wore when taken Priſoner ; other Cuiraſſes 
and Armour belonging to the old Electors: the Arms of 
the Horſe-Guards, with half Cuiraſſes, uſed at the laſt 


Encampment ; Half Cuiraſſes of Silver, and an Image, 
of the Eledor Auguſtus, in the Habit he wore when 
crowned King of Poland. The Robe is of blue Velvet 

with 


| 
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with Gold Flowers, faced with Ermine, and lined with 
Silver Tiſſue; the Crown, Sceptre, and Globe here are 
only ſet with falſe Stones. A Step lower to the left 
Hand is Char/es XII. King of Sweder, in a half Cuirafs 
of Silver; and on the Right the Czar Peter the Great. 
In this Apartment. are alſo ſeveral Lances uſed in 
running at the Ring; the Iron Chain with which the 
ſeditious Frięſſanders intended to have hanged Henry the 
pious Duke of Saxony; an Executioner's Sword, with 
which fourteen hundred Perſons are ſaid to have been 
beheaded, together with ſeveral others, for which, they 
ſay, the Executioners were diſcharged, as having be- 
headed three hundred Perſons with them; particularly 
the Sword with which Secretary Cre// was beheaded for 
his Crypto-Calvinianiſmus. 

In another Apartment is a great Variety of hunting 
Equipages, generally ſet with Saphires and Turquoiſes ; 
a hunting Hanger, from the Handle of which, near the 
Guard, a Flaſh of Lightning took away Part of the 
Silver and fixed it on the Blade, but damaged only the 
Scabbard, Near this is a Powder-Flaſk, finged in ſeveral 
Parts by Lightning, particularly in its Chain, without 
firing the Powder in it. Here is alſo ſhewn the Horſe 
and Ornaments uſed by King Auguſtus when he received 
the Homage of the Palla, both are profuſely decorated 
with Pearls and Diamonds ; the Sword worn by the 
Czar Peter the Great, at the firſt Viſit he paid King Au- 
Ke and which he changed with the late Elector. 

he Hilt of it is of Braſs, decorated with ſmall Steel 
Studs. His Hat, which is kept in another Chamber, is 
adorned with a Button in the fame Taſte. When the 
Czar viſited this, Place ſome Time afterwards, he would 
willingly have preſented another Sword and Hat, in Lied 
of theſe; but the King aſſured him, that he would prefer 
theſe to all others, as being Monuments of the Com- 
mencement of their Friendſhip. Here alſo is a Sword 
and Belt which Charles XII. of Sweden wore and pre- 
ſented to a Saxon Officer, who had been taken Priſoner 
and ftripped of every Thing; the eleQoral Sword car- 
ried before the Emperor at his Coronation, together with 
many other curious Swords and Daggers, ſome of which 


have Watches in the Knob ; a Powder-Flaſk made of - 
| i wi 
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wild Boar's Tuſk; coſtly Horſe and Sledge Furniture; 
all Sorts of Sledges with their Bells, valued at ſome 


Tons of Gold; Socks of Velvet embroidered with Gold 


and Silver; all Sorts of . Habits and Figures uſed. at 
Turnaments, and other publick Solemnities; a, Suit of 
Armour for a Man and Horſe, ef Steel gilt in ſeveral 
Places, and decorated with the Labours of Hercules, 
finely engraved. It was made at Augſbung, in the Time 

Flefor Chriſtian 1. and coſt fourteen thouſand: 
Dollars. Among the other Curioſities are old. Spani/o 
Arms for one hundred Men; ſome led Horſes capart- 
ſon'd, being Part of the Cavalcade at the Interment of 
the Electors; all ſorts of Armour for Foot Tourna- 
ments; ten Cuiraſſes for Generals, of the Form worn at 


the laſt Encampment ; a half Cuiraſs of red Silk, folded 


twenty-eight Times, and ſtitched. cloſe together, found 
to be Muſket-Proof ; a Cuiraſs of the Elector Augu/us.. 
Among the coſtly Saddles and Bridles hung up here in 
proper Order, are a great many modern ones made in 
rance and England, The Saddle which belonged to the 


Elector Chriſtian I. is profuſely ſet with ſmall Pearls; 


and the Horſe Furniture of ** II. together with 
the Houſſing, richly inlaid with Granates: The Pommel 
of the Saddle conſiſts of a Topaz, half as large as a 
Man's Fiſt. Among the great Number of Houſſings are 
ſixty Tiger Skins, on crimſon Velvet embroidered with 
Gold. Here are alſo ſeveral} coſtly Sets of Mule Fur- 
niture and Houflings, magnificent Liveries, Maſquerade 
Habits, uſed in Repreſentations: of the four Elements; a 
Horſe Furniture ſet with red and white Gems, made in 
the Year 1719, when King Augufus, in a Cavalcade at 
the publick Entry of the EleQoral Princeſs, repreſented 
Sun on a white Horſe; Weapons and Drums belong- 
ing to Moors; a Silver Cuiraſs of Chriſtian I. gilt; ſeveral 
Coats of Mail; little Cuiraſſes for young Princes; the 
Portrait of the Pirate Moro, who offered the Duke of 
Florence his Weight in Gold for his Ranſom, but could 
not obtain it; Habits of Hottentots, with a great Va- 
riety of other Curioſities. In this Building over the 
Stables, are alſo ſome very handſome Apartments, where 
Foreigners of Diſtinction lodge. The Ground Floor has 
room for one hundred and thirty Horſes. Some —.— 
Pillars 
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Pillars in the Center are embelliſned with Baſs-Reliefs in 
Braſs, repreſenting Horſes Heads, where, by turning a 
Cock, the Stables are ſupplied with Water for the 
Horſes. Dent | 10 
In the Citadel are kept the electoral State-Coaches, 
moſt of which are kept in France. The two richeſt are 
covered with blue Velvet embroidered with Gold. The 
Coach, in which the electoral Princeſs made her pub- 
lick Entry, is of red Velvet, embroidered in the ſame 
Manner. | | =: 
The Arſenal is faid fo contain Arms for a hundred 
thouſand Men; together with fifteen hundred Braſs Can- 
non, among which the Field-Pieces are the ſmalleſt. 
Here are two large Mortars, called Romulus and Remus, ſent 
hither as a Preſent from the EleQor of Brandenburg, and 
throw Bombs of five hundred Pounds. 'Two Pieces of 
Cannon, finely ornamented with Figures, and caſt at 
Sahla, have lately been added to this Arienal. Here 
are Models in Miniature of a compleat Train of Artil- 
lery, according to the lateſt Improvements. Among the 


Organ- Cannon here is one conſiſting of ſixty- four Bar- . 


rels, or Tubes, and another of a hundred. That uſed 
before Grimmenſtein conſiſts of twenty ſimilar Tubes, fix 
of which make the lower Row, five the ſecond, four 
the third, three the fourth, and laſtly two ; ſo that each 
Row may be turned at Pleaſure on all Sides. Here are 
alſo ſome large Turliſb Cannon, and Standards taken 
from the Swedes in the laſt War: Alſo the Portraits of 
the EleQors of the 4/bertine Line, as big as Life; a 
large Zolipile uſed in the Ground-Floor in the Time of 
the Elector Auguſtus; and the Picture of a Stag, killed 
in the Year 1576, which weighed ſeven hundred and 
thirty Pounds. The Emblem on the Arſenal is a mon- 
ſtrous Cannon of a hideous Figure, called Tenu/e!/ehere, 
&« ſcare Devil. | 

Under the Arſenal are the King's Cellars, conſiſting 
of four large. and two ſmall Vaults. Two of the former 
are a hundred and ſeventy-five Paces long; but the 
Height not at all proportionable. 

The Japaneſe Palace, near the white Gate in old 
Dreſden, was formerly a Seat of Count Fleming's ; but 
purchaſed by his Majeſty for a hundred thouſand wt 

ars, 
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lars, by which the Count got twenty thouſand Dollars. 
The Quantity of Porcelain, both foreign and made 
here, is immenſe, The Veſſels for culinary Uſes only 
are-valued at a Million of Dollars. In one of the upper 


Stories are forty-eight Vaſes of blue and white China, 


which the King of Poland purchaſed of the King of 
Pruſſia for a whole Regiment of Dragoons, One Room 
is full of Porcelain, ſaid to be painted by Raphael. 
The red Porcelain made here, that ſtrikes Fire, is now 
ordered to be antiquated, in order to enhance its Value. 
But the whole Proceſs of making it is deſcribed in Wri- 
ting, and depoſited in ſome ſecret Place. The Manu- 
factory of common Porcelain is carried on near Dre/aen; 
but. the moſt valuable Species is made at the Caſtle of 
Meifſen. Botticher, the Al Inventor of the Porcelain, 


died in the Year 1719. The Artificers are now at Work 


on a Service, which 1s to conſiſt of four Dozen of Plates, 
three Dozen of Diſhes, fix Porringers, four Candleſticks, 
a Dozen of Handles for Knives and Forks, a Dozen of 
Spoons, and four Caſters, in a Stand. The whole is 
valued at four thouſand Dollars, or fix hundred Pounds 
Sterling. A State-Bed, together with ſome Chairs form- 
ed our of beautiful Feathers of different Colours, and 
coſt thirty thouſand Dollars, are to be ſeen in the Japa- 
reſe Palace. Part of this Palace is taxen down, and is 


to be entirely rebuilt, in a quadranguler Form, with four 


grand Entrances. The Direction of this ſtately Piece of 
Work is committed to General Bod?, and three eminent 
Architects, namely, Popelmann, Longlue, and Knewel. 
The Beauty of the main Entrance 1s an elegant Speci- 
men of the General's Taſte in Architecture. 

The Gardens are to be enlarged two hundred Feet 
farther towards the Eile; the Baſon is lined with Marble, 
and ornamented with a great Number of Statues of Mar- 
ble and Porcelain. | 

The Turki/þ Garden and Palace are in Plau-Street, 
The firſt Floor of this Palace is decorated with great Va- 
riety of Pieces of Painting, repreſenting the Ceremonies 
in the Turkiſh Seraglio, together with the Baths and Au- 
dience-Room; a Proſpe& of St. Sophia's Church, and 
ſeveral Habits worn by the Tanis in general, eſpecially 

thoſe worn by the great Officers of State.. In the 1 
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Story are the Pictures of ſeveral calebrated Beauties 
well known at the Court of Dreſden, in Turkifþ Dreſſes- 

The Gardens belonging to the Dutcheſs are near the 
City Moat, towards New/tadt, in which is a Green- 
Houſe, containing five hundred Orange Trees; and a- 


mong other Exoticks, the /ta/ian Azareli, the Camphire- 
Tree, Dragon's Blood, Strawberry Tree, Coffee Tree, 


and Tulip Tree. 

The Manegerie is in old Dręſaen, and contains Lions, 
Tigers, Porcupines, Lynxs, a Civet Cat, and a Corax; 
ſeveral Apes, and an Ichneumon. Here are likewiſe 
two Leopards, each of which coſt two thouſand Dollars, 
The baiting Place is ſo contrived, that the Door of all 
the Dens of the wild Beaſts open into it. 

At the King's Country Seat, at New/fadt-Ofira, are 
fourteen tame Stags, which draw a Carriage, and one is 
broke for the Saddle. They ſet out briſkly, but are apt 
to flag very ſoon. There 1s alſo a white-Stag ; and one 
with two brandiſhed Horns growing on the Tight Side of 


his Head, together with ſome Indian Stags. 


Not far from Dreſden, in the Road to Plauen, is a Mill 
for cutting and poliſhing Jaſper. Near this Mill ſome 
Cart-Loads of Saxon Jaſper are ſtill to be ſeen ; but the 
Work is now diſcontinued, and the Mill uſed in poliſh- 
ing Looking-Glaiſes. In the fuſt Story they are ground, 
and in the ſecond poliſhed. The Water puts thirty- 
eight of theſe Machines in Motion, and two or three of 
the ſmaller Glaſſes are placed under ſeveral of them. Ihe 


Whole Management requires but a few Hands, and is 


far better contrived than the Looking-Glaſs Manufac- 


ture at Paris. Jobn Mechior Dillinger, who, by ſeveral 


Works in the Royal Muſeum has rendered his Name 
immortal, is one of the moſt ingenious Artiſts of this 
City. He had twenty-ſix Children by five Wives. 
When the Czar, Peter the Great, was at Dreſden, in the 
Year 1712, he choſe to lodge at Dillinger's Houſe, with 
whoſe Contrivances he was ſo delighted, that he order- 
ed a Mode! of his Houſe to be made in Wood, and ſent 
into Ry//ia, as a perfect Specimen of a commodious 
Dwelling. The Leads on the Top of the Houſe ſerve 
for an Obſervatory; and on them are kept a compleat 
Collection of Teleſcopes, and other mathematical In- 


ſtruments. 


D R E S D E N. 263 
ſtruments. Here is a ſmall Kind of Water- Works, 
which plays Chimes on Glaſs Bells; a Cabinet of Shell- 
Work ; and a Machine for forcing a loaded Wagon up 
a Hill by the Help of Water. Dillinger is at preſent en- 
gaged in finiſhing two curious Pieces, one of theſe re- 


preſents the Egyptian Rites and Sacrifices, in which moſt 


of the Figures are of oriental Jaſper, enamelled in the 
moſt beautiful Manner, and ſet with Jewels ; the other 
is a Bacchanal on a Sardonyx, eighteen Inches long and 


eight Inches broad, in the Middle of which is a Baſs- 
Relief reſpreſentig the Triumph of Bacchus, and on each 


Side, Ladies in Maſques, Harlequins, and groteſque 
Figures. The whole is enamelled, and ſet with Pearls, 
Rubies, Amethyſts, Emeralds, Turquoiſes, and Dia- 
monds. The Ancients enamelled only ſmall Pieces, but 
three Years before the Death of the Emperor Leopo/d, 


Bo, a Savede, enamelled a 5 Plate, or Tablet, 


with the Pictures of the whole imperial Family then 
living. After the Piece was finiſhed and extremely 
valued by the Emperor, it was unfortunately placed in a 
Chaiſe, where he happened inadvertently to fit, and by 
that Accident was cracked. It was only eighteen Inches 
long and twelve wide, though it was then allowed to be 
the largeſt Piece of Enamel in the World; but the Pic- 
ture of Mary Magdalene, in the Royal Muſeum, greatly 
exceeds it in Dimenſions. | 

Mr. Potſchild has ſeveral curious Pictures, and Mr. 
Pantbaleon Hebenfireit a muſical Inſtrument called by 
his own Name, as being the Inventor of it. This In- 
ſtrument is hollow, ſtrung and played on both Sides, 
with two wooden Plectra. The Length of it is about 
thirteen Spans and a Half, and the Breadth three and a 
Half. The Strings on one Side are Cat-gut, and thoſe 
on the other of Steel Wire. It coſts a hundred Dollers 
a Year to keep it in Repair, having no leſs than a hun- 
dred and eighty-five Strings. The Tone of it is ex- 
ceeding ſtrong, and clear; and, conſequently, well a+ 
dapted to a Saloon, or ſpacious Apartment. 

The Bridge over the Elbe, which joins the new and 
old Cities, has ben lately enlarged and A and 
may now be ſaid to be the fineſt in Europe. The Length 
of this Bridge is fix hundred and eighty- five Wo 

ces, 
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Paces, and the Breadth ſixteen or ſeventeen, including 
the Foot-Path. On each Side are ſeveral round Pro. 
jections, and an elegant Iron Baluſtrade all along. On 
the firſt Pilaſter on the right Hand, coming from the 
new City to the old, the Arms of Poland and Saxony are 
neatly cut in Stone, and ſupported by two Statues, re- 
. preſenting Poland and Saxony. Oppoſite to theſe a Bronze 
equeſtrian Statue is to be erected, which at preſent ſtands 
under Cover in the Zæwinger Gallery. 

The Dreſden, or rather Meiſſen Porcelain, is famous all 
over Zurofe ; and produces a very advantageous Trade. 
Wood and Timber is another conſiderable Article car- 
ried on at Grimma. A great Quantity of Paper is alſo 
made in Saxony, particularly at Dreſden, Zarictam, Pforta, 
Freyberg, Kirchberg, mane and Luntzenau ; and ex- 
ported by Means of the Elbe. Liebenauirda, Dippoldi/ 
evolda, Waldenburg, and Wurtren, carry on a confidera- 
ble Trade in earthen Ware; but this, as well as other 
Branches, might be improved, were not all the Veſſels 
on the Ee obliged to pay Toll at two and thirty Places 
between Pernr and Hamburg. Muſeaww, Torgaw, Wurt- 
zen, Eulinburg, and Merſeburg, are remarkable for excel. 
lent Beer. 

They have ſeveral Linen Manufactures in many 

Towns of Saxony; and an advantageous Trade is car- 
ried on with Hamburg in Canvas and Sail-Cloth, and 
the Returns from thence are Drugs, Wine, Butter, Her- 
rings, and dried Fiſh. 


Dreſden, October 23, 
1730. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 


De King's Country Palace at P1LLNITz, the Fort of 
KoniGsTEIN, and his Majeſty's hunting Seat at 
HuBERTS3URG deſcribed. Ts | 


SIR, 


OR T Konig ſtein is ſo remarkable for its uncom- 
F mon Situation, that I could not deny myſelf the 
Pleaſure of viſiting it. The Royal Palace of Pill. 
nitx, a German Mile from Dre/den, on the other Side of 


the Elbe, lies but a ſmall Diſtance from the direct Road 
to Konig ſtein. This Palace is pleaſantly fituated, and 
when the electoral Family reſide there, Boats towed by 


Horſes daily paſs and re-paſs between Dre/den and Pill. 
vitæ. Part of this Palace is new built, and adorned with 
2 great Number of Portraits of the celebrated Beauties 
of the Saxon Court, among whom is the Counteſs of 
Orxelſta, repreſented in ſeveral Places in the Dreſs of 
a Man. | 

Pirna lies about a German Mile from Pil/nitz, and in 
it is the Caſtle of Sonnenſtein, uſed as a Priſon for Perſons 
of Diſtinction, but neither remarkable for Architect 
or Fortifications. N 

The Diſtance from Pirna to Konig ſtein is a long Ger- 


man Mile, and without a written Order from the Gover- 


nor at Dreſden no Perſon is admitted into this Caſtle. It 


is ſituated on a Rock, cut ſo ſteep that it appears quite 


perpendicular; and the Fort in many Places has Pro- 
jections, or Baſtions, which command the Side of the 
Rock. The Aſcent towards Dreſden is the leaſt difficult ; 
but well fortified and defended with three Batteries of 


Cannon. Wood and other Lugfate are drawn up to the 


Fort by the help of Cranes. The Garriſon confiſts of a 
hundred and fifty Men only; but, on the firſt Alarm 
Vor. IV. N from 
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from the Governor, the Villages are obliged to furniſh 
ſome hundreds more. Konig ſlein is always furniſhed with 
Proviſions for twenty-ſix Years; and on the Top is a 
fine Meadow, a Wood, and ſeveral Gardens, in which 
are thirty-eight different Kinds of Fruit and Foreſt 
'Trees. It requires half an Hour to walk round the 
Ramparts, and Travellers are always ſhewn the Place 
from whence a Shoemaker of Dreſden, when a Child, 
fell down the Rock, without receiving any Hurt. The 
Fortreſs is. furniſhed with five Ciſterns, or ſmall Reſer- 
voirs for preſerving Rain or Snow Water, and in them 
ſeveral Kinds of Fiſh, for the Governor's Uſe. The 
Water uſed by the Garriſon is drawn up by 'a Wheel 
from a Well, whoſe Depth is nine hundred Dreſden Ells. 
Forty Years were ſpent in ſinking this Well before a 
ſufficient Quantity of Water could be obtained. I ob- 
ſerved, that when a Pitcher of Water was poured down 
the Well, it was exactly five and forty Seconds before it 
Teached the Surface of the Water. It is always kept 
clean and in good Repair, for which Purpoſe General 
Haro, wage bo no. Water Drinker, contrived a Machine 
for letting Workmen down to the Bottom of the Well. 
But this is not the only Monument he has left behind 
him; a large Caſk was fmiſhed at Konig ftein, in the Year 
1725, by his Direction, ſixteen Ells in Length, and its 
Diameter at the Bung twelve, and at the Ends eleven 
Ells. It conſiſts of a hundred and fifty-ſeven Staves, 
eight Inches thick, and the two Heads of fifty-four 
Pieces. Each Head weighs ſeventy-ſeven hundred and 
"ſeverity Pounds. The Caf is at preſent filled with good 
Meiſen Wine, amounting to upwards of fix thouſand 
Quintals, which coſt above forty thouſand Dollars (or 
6000 J. Sterling.) reckoning the Quart of Wine only at 
four Gre/chen, or 3 d. 3 Englib Money. Before this Caſk 
was conſtructed, the Heidelberg Tun was reckoned the 
largeſt in the World; but according to the common 
Computation, this of K:nigflein contains fix hundred and 
* Forty-nine Hogſheads more than that of Heidelberg. 

The Top of the Caſk is railed round, and affords a 
Room for fifteen or twenty Perſons. Here alſo is a Ve- 
riety of Welcome-cups, which are offered to thoſe who 
are fond of ſuch Honours, The Vault where the Konig- 
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fein Caſk is depoſited, as in a Temple of Bacchus, is 
contiguous to the Church. : 

In the Hero Apartment, as it is called, beſides the an» 
cient Saxon Warriors, whom the Painter has drawn ac» 
cording to his own Fancy, are the Portraits of all the 
Generals employed by King Auguſtus, from the Begin- 
ning of his Reign to this Time, being a hundred and 
twenty-three in Number. Konig ſlein is the Place of 
Confinement for State-priſoners. The Gratuity for ſee- 
ing this Caſtle amounts to ten or twelve Guilders, or 
about a Guinea; and the Hire for Poſt Chaiſe and 
Horſes from Dreſden hither nine Guilders. On the Eaſt 
and South Sides of this Caſtle lie ſome enormous Rocks, 


which, though really at ſome Diſtance, ſeem to be con- 


tiguous. One of the higheſt, which is almoſt inacceſſi- 
ble, is three Quarters of a Mile diſtant from hence. 
Another towards the Eaſt, and on the other Side of the 


Eibe, is two Cannot-ſhot from it; and near it is a 


Monument, erected on the Spot .where King Augu/?us 
and Frederick IV. King of Denmark dined together. 

The Diſtance between Dre/den and Ae is three 
Miles, the Road lying through a delightful Country. 
Among other excellent Regulations introduced by the 
2 Elector, is the erecting Stone Pillars on the 

oads, by which Means a Traveller is in no Danger of 
loſing his Way, and at the ſame Time, every Quarter of 
a Mile, knows how far he has to the End of his Journey. 
Theſe Pillars are of various Sizes. The largeſt are ere&- 


ed at the Gates of Cities, and ſhew the Diſtances from 
Dreſden to the Places on. that Road. The Pillars next 
to theſe in Largeneſs, indicate the whole Miles, two 
Hours Journey, or two thouſand Rods, reckoning eight 


Dreſden Ells to each Rod, and the Diſtance betwixt the 
, Poſt Stages and Towns. The third Sort of Pillars, 
which are till leſs, ſhew the Diſtance of the next Stage, 


or Town; theſe are erected at every half Mile, or 


Hour's Journey, each Hour being reckoned a thouſand 
Rods. Laſtly, betwixt the Mile and half Mile Pillars, 
are the ſmalleſt of all, placed at every Qyarter of a 


| Mile, or half Hour. 


In the Cathedral of Meiſſes are ſeveral Monuments of 


ancient Biſhops, The Tower of this Church, together 
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with the Spire erected on the Top of it, are of Stone. 
On the high Altar, behind the Choir, are the Figures of 
three Marcgraves of Meiſſen, namely, Ded, Thimo and 
Corrad, in the Character of the three Wiſe-Men of the 
Eaſt, bringing Gifts to the Infant s; and, doubtleſs, thoſe 
round the brazen Serpent, in the middle Choir, repreſent 
the Eccleſiaſticks who then belonged to this. Cathedral. 

The Bridge over the Elbe is erected on Stone Piers, 
but the upper Part is of Wood. And what is reckoned 
a Maſter- piece of Art is, that the middle Arch, which 
is ſeventy-five Paces wide, is faſtened together by one 
wooden Peg. This Bridge was built in the Year 1422. 

In the Caftle of Albrechiſburg, ſituated on an Eminence, 
is ſhewn the Chamber where the unfortunate John Fre- 
derick, Duke of Saxa-Gotha, lodged in his Way to Vienna, 
after he was taken Priſoner. : 

The Country in this Neigbhourhood produces excel- 
lent Wine; but of all the Mein Wines, that of Torgau 
is reckoned the beſt. bb * 

The Diſtance from Meiſen to Werm/dorf is four Miles 
and a Half, and the firſt Stage is at Stauchitz, a Mile 
and a Half from Meiſen. The hunting Seat built at 

Wermſdorf for his eleQoral Highneſs the Prince, is called 
Hutertſourg ; it ſtands in a delightful Country, and a 
moſt charming Proſpect. Moſt of the Ornaments in it 
relate to Hunting. Between each Stall in the Stables is 
a Stag's Head with the Horns on. The Vanes repreſent 
Stags inſtead of Cocks: And even on the Altar Piece of 
” hes the Chapel, St. Hubert is repreſented in the Chaſe as 
4; meeting a Stag, with the Crucifix between his Horns. 
The Original, of which this is a Copy, was painted by 
Albert Durer, and is ſtill in the Poſſeſſion of the learned 
Baron Schoenberg. | | 
The Diſtance between Vermſdorf and Wurzen is two 
Miles, and between that and Leipfick three more. A 
little beyond Vurtzen we croſſed the Moldaw, which, 
| from its frequent Inundations, greatly damages the 
8 | Lands near its Banks n 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 


LzIrsIcEk and HALLE deſcribed. 


SIR, | | 

F EIPSICK, is famous both on Account of its 

Trade, and noble Univerſity. The Civility of the 

Inhabitants, the Splendor of its Buildings, and the 

charming Gardens with which it is ſurrounded, render 

it far ſuperior to many capital Places. The Univerſity 

Library is in the Collegium Paulinum, and conſiſts of A- 

bout twelve thouſand Volumes, of which nearly one 

Half are Folios. Feller has long ſince publiſhed a Cata- 

logue of the Manuſcripts ; the moſt remarkable of which 

are Genefius's Hifiory of Byzantium, or Conſtantinople, from 

the Emperor Leo Armenus, down to the Death of Bajilus 

Macedo, and Fo/ephus's Wars of the Jews, both in Greet : 

Alſo the Greek Epiſtles of Hermogenes,, Aphthonius and 

Synefius : Here is alſo M. Meyer's Collection of all the 

Pieces relating to the Jewi/fs Synagogues. Among the 

old printed Books are the Confiitutrones Clementine, or 

Pope Clement's Conſtitutions, in two Volumes Folio, 

pri nted by John Fauſt and Peter Schoifflier de Gern/heim, 

in the Year 1460: And 7uftinian's Inſtitutions in Folio, 

printed in 1468, This Library is opened for the Uſe 

of the Publick, from ten to twelve, every Wedneſday 

and Saturday. 

On the ſame Days, but in the Afternoon, Acceſs is 

allowed to the Town-Library, which conſiſts of above 

| twenty-five thouſand Volumes. Beſides the great Num- 

ber of valuable printed Works in this Library, among 

which are the Vulgate, printed at Venice in the Year 

"Ty 1483: are an /tahan Verſion of the Bible, printed at the 
ſame Place in 1747; A German one at Nurenburg, in 
1483: And another Tranſlation of it in Low-Saxon, 

printed at Halberfladt in 1523: The New Teſtament on 
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Parchment, in 1523 : The Goſpels of St. Matthew and 
St. 7ohn, in the Formo/an Language; and of St. Luke in 
the Malayan; and many other curious oriental Books: 
Here is alſo a confiderable Number of Manuſcripts, a3 
mong which are the Ouomaſlicum Hiſtoricum, by a Domi- 
zican Monk of Pirna, written at the Beginning of the 
&xteenth Century: The Chronicon Schwarzahenſe, from 
Procas, King of the Albanians, down to the Year 1126: 
Petri de Vineis Epiftole, Krenzheimi opus Chronologium, to 
the Year 1596: A Hebrew Manuſcript from the Magen- 
Fil Library, containing the Books of Moſes, Ruth, and 
the Song of Solomon; together with the Beginning of the 
Book of Eber, which both Wagenfeil, and even the 
Jezus allow to be fix Nay the Years old: A Latin Bible 


written on Parchment uy the Year 1273: A valuable 
Thora and Hofftarot, with ſome Copies of the Alcoran 
very curiouſly written. Here is alſo ſhewn a Turki/s 
Shirt, all over inſcribed with Arabict Sentences, Prayers, 
Benedictions, and ſeveral mathematical Diagrams, being 
fuch as the Mufti uſually makes a Preſent of to the 
Grand Vizier when he takes the Field. The three Ca- 
binets of Arms, Antiques, and Medals are in excellent 
Order: Here are alſo ſeveral Volumes of curious Cop- 
per-Plates and Drawings, by the moſt celebrated Maſters : 
An Herbarium Vivum ; the Hortus Aichſtethenſis very beau- 
tifully illuminated: An entire Egyptian Mummy with its 
Coffin, and hieroglyphick Characters, deſcribed by 
Kettler in his Schediaſma Hiſtoricum de Mumiis Ag yptiacis : 
Four Globes, the two largeſt made by Father Coronelli, 
of Venice, twelve Feet in Circumference : Several Petri- 
factions, Foſſils, Minerals, exotick Vegetables, natu- 
ral and artificial Curioſities, mathematical Inftruments ; 
a Clep/jara, two Air-Pumps : An Unicorau Marinun, four 
Ells in Length, on which is a curious Baſs-Relief, re- 
preſenting the Metamorphoſis of Daphne: A Sword-Fiſh ; 
a Greenland Canoe; ſeveral Pictures and Portraits, a- 
mong which are Martin Luther, his Wiſe Cathrine von 
Bohren, Philip Melanchthon and John Bagenhagen, or Pome- 
rani, as he is otherwiſe called, all by the celebrated 
Painter Lucas Mullern, of Cranach. Among a preat 
Number of eminent Perſons of Learning, is the Por- 
trait of a Peaſant of the Village of Sommerfeld, in the 


Diſtri 


— 


Diſtrict of Leipfick, who, by mere dint of Application, 
acquired ſuch Skill in Aſtronomy, that he wrote Letters 
on that Subject to ſeveral learned Men, and made ſome 
judicious Obſervations, which are kept in this Library 
in Manuſcript. His Name was Chr:/topher Arnold, and 
died in the Year 16998. | 

M. Pezold Profeſſor of Chemiſtry, has a Collection of 
ſeveral Skins of ſmall Animals, dryed Birds, and all 
Sorts of Inſects, inveſted with fuſed Amber, which is 
not comparable to the natural, either in Hardneſs or 
Tranſparency: To this Preparation is added a large 
Quantity of an oily Menſtruum, half of which is boiled 
away, and it requires four or hve Days to turn hard. 
M. Richler, the. Banker, has a fine Collection of Cu- 
rioſities, eſpecially Minerals: But M. Luik's excellent 
Collection in the animal, mineral and vegetable King- 
doms, deſerves particular Notice. The Owner has given 
a ſhort Deſcription of it, which is inſerted in M. Kanold's. 
Appendix to his Maſeographia, but this "Treaſure of na- 
tural Curioſities has ſince that Time been greatly in- 
creaſed. The animal Claſs is contained in eight hun- 
dred Glaſſes, and conſiſts of a great Variety of Creatures 
preſerved in a balſamick Spirit; and among theſe ſeveral 
American Serpents, Tunquineſe flying Cats and Rats, ſmall 
Guinea Roes, Crocodiles, fix different Species of Apes, a 
Variety of Lizzards, Scorpions, Cameleons, Tortoiſes, 
Eaſt-Indian Fiſh, and other foreign Animals. 

Here is a Species of Surinam Frogs, called Pipal, from 
the Back of one of which its young, partly excluded, 
plainly appear; but in others the Ce/lulz or Ovula are 
cloſed up: Several human Embryos of different Sizes; 
a Child with a Lion's Face, born at Leipſick; and the 
Skeleton of a Child of fix Months. The Conch/ia and 
Shells fill about ninety or a hundred Caſes, in five 
of which are above thirty Kinds of Sea Stars; fifteen. 
Caſes are full of all Kinds of Sea Crabs ; forty-five are 
appropriated to Gnats, Flies, Waſps, and Butter-flies ; 
and four to Echinie Marine; a Rat with five Heads, and 
a Caput Meduſa, both brougit from Maſcoævo. i 

The mineral Claſs, confiftins of Shells, Fiſhes, Plants, 
Dendrites, Crabs, ei Marina, and other Particvlars, and 
may be claſſed among the animal and partly au the 
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272 LETTER LXXXVI. 
vegetable Petrifactions, fill a hundred and thirty Caſes, 
Among theſe are a petrified Bird's-neſt; half an Ele- 
phant's Head petrified, dug up in Siberia, and in it a 
very large Tooth; and a large Slate, weighing ninety - 
four Pounds, in which is the Skeleton of a Crocodile 
cempleat, excepting a Piece of the Head. This curious 
Petrifaction was brought from Subla. Another, nearly 
reſembling this, was found in England, in the Year 1718, 
and is ſtill in the Mufeum of the Royal Society at London. 
In the Tranſactions of the Royal Society at Berlin, is a 
Plate of a petrified Crocodile, kept in a Cabinet of Dr. 
Spencer's, Phyſician to the King of Pruſſfa. | 

Mr. Link has alfo in his Poſſeſſion a hundred Drawers 


filled with Or.:s, Glebes, Salts, Alm, Amber, Terra 


Sigillata, J ale, Amianthus, Tophus, Quartx, Cryſtal, 
arble, Chalcidony, Agate, Jaſper, and oriental Gems, 
Among the laſt are three Pearls, valued at twelve thou- 
ſand Dollars; and among the Vegetables an Hebrarum Vi- 
vum, exotick Roots, foreign Species of Wood, Barks, 
Seeds, Fruir, Spice, Gums, Corals, and Sea-Weeds. 

Among the Curiofities of Art are Microſcopes, Burn- 
ing-Glaſſes, and curious Cups, or Goblets, made by the 
celebrated Chemiſt Kynckel, 

The Exchange is a beautiful Structure, and the Cieling 
of the great Hall elegantly painted. The Appel Gardens 
are planted with a great Variety of Yew Trees, and or- 
namented with Statues, Water-works and Canals, and 
in one of the latter a Bucentaurus, In a Structure near 
theſe Gardens is a Manufacture of Velvet, and of Gold 
and Silver Tiſſue. 

The Boſen Gardens are very ſpacious, but not laid out 
in that elegant Taſte as the Appel Gardens. They have, 
however, a very fine Orangerie; and, in a Green-houſe 
finely painted, a numerous Collection of Curioſities be- 
longing to the animal and vegetable Kingdoms. 

The Diſtance between Leipfick and Halle is five Ger- 
man Miles. It was originally only a Village, called 
Dobreſol, or as the Peaſants ſtill pronounce it Dzcbre/ala, 
which fignifies good Salt, there being rich Salt Springs 
at Halle. | 

The Library belonging to the Senate, or Magiſtrates, 


is kept in very good Order, and open ſeveral! Days in 
the 
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the Week for the Uſe of the Profeſſors and Students of 
the Univerſity. | : 

The noble Foundation of the OrphanHouſe in this 
7, bas been the Subject of many juſt Encomioms, 
and redounds greatly to the Honour both of the preſent 
Age, and Proteſtant Religion. Hy 

In the Univerſity Library are a great Number of 
Greek and Ry//ian Books; and more Manuſcripts from 
Malaber, written on the Leaves of PalmTrees, than in 
any Library in Europe. In a particular Apartment is a 
Repreſentation of the two Solar Syſtems of Tycho and Coper- 
nicus, with all the viſible Stars. Each of theſe armillary 
Spheres are ten Feet in Diameter. The Maker of them 
was Mr. Semler, Miniſter of St. Ulrich's in this City. 


Halle, November 4, 
1730. 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 


Journey from HALL E to EISLIBEN, and from. 
thence through ME RSEBURC, IENA, WE 
MAR, ERFURT, Gor HA, andthe Foreft of Tnu- 
RIN CEN, to COBURG, 

SIR, 1 
E ING deſirous of acquiring ſome further Know- 
B ledge in Metals, I determined to go from Halle to 
Eiſliben, where, before the War, the Copper Works 
were in ſuch Condition, that above thirty ſmelting Houſes 
were erected in the Country between Mansfe/t and Eiſliben. 
Theſe generally produced above a thouſand Tuns of 


Copper in a Year, and every hundred Weight of Copper 
contained ten or twelye Ounces of Silver, | 


N 5 >  Fiſliben 
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Eiſſebin is the native Place of Luther, and among other 
Reliques of that famous Reformer, his wooden Bedſtead 
is ſhewn here. In the conſiſtorial Chamber at Fi/eber, is 
a Print of Luther, ſaid to have been wonderfully preſerved 
in a Fire, that happened at Artern; but if the Fire at 
that Place ſpared Luther's Picture, it ſhewed no Reſpect 
to the Houf: at Ziſſiben, where he was born, which was 
totally conſumed. However that the Memory of it might 
might not be buried in Oblivion, a School has been built 
en the Spot, and over the Door is placed a Buſt of 
Luther. Above the Chamber Door ſtands a Statue of him, 
holding a Crucifix in bis Hand. | | 

About Mid-way between Halle and Eiſlebin, is Seeburg, 
famous for- two Lakes, which, tho* almoſt contiguous; 
the Water in one is freſh, and that m the other ſalt. 

From Halle to Merſeberg is two German Miles. In 
the Cathedral of the latter they ſhew the Bones of 
the right Hand of Radilph Duke of Sævabia, who loſt it 
in the Year 1080, in a Battle againit the Emperor Henry 
VI. near the River F//er, and afterwards died of this 
Wound at Merſeberg. On the right Hand, entering the 
Cathedral, is the Stone Image of a Woman holding a 
Ploughſhare in her Hand; faid to have been deſigned for 
the Empreſs Cunmiganda, and to have been erected to her 
Memory after clearing herſelf from a Suſpicion of Adul- 
tery, by walking barefoot over red hot Ploughſhares. 

The Diſtance between Mer /eberg and Naumburg is a 
Stage and a Half; on the left Hand of the Road is the 
Town of Weiffenfels. Jena is about three German Miles 
from Naumburg, and a Mile on this Side of Jena, we 
croſſed the Saale near Dorn burg, from whence the Road 
to Jena lies along a pleaſant Valley. The moſt remark- 
able Particulars in the City of na, an Altar, a Head, 
a Dragon, a Mountain, a Tower, and a Houſe, are 
ſtiled the ſeven Wonders of lena. By the Altar is meant 
a Paſſage out of the Church contrived under the Altar ;- 
a Dragon alludes to the Skeleton of a Serpent, with, 
ſeveral Heads, but long fince demoliſhed ; the Head was 
a Piece of Clock-work of that Shape, moving its. 
'Fongue in and out; the Mountain is the Fuchberg ; the 
Fox Tower, where, in the the corrupt Times of Popery, - 
tue young Students, who were obliged to be Slaves to — 

others 
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others for two or three Years, were enfranchized ; by the 
_ is meant the Bridge over the Saale, and laſtly, by 
the Houſe that of Mr. Veigel's, famous for ſeveral ma- 
thematicai Curioſities, but now diſperſed. : ; 

Near the Altar of the Church, belonging to this- 
City, Luther is repreſented in a Baſs Relief of Braſs, 
which formerly ſtood over his Tomb at Wittenberg: 

Chancellor Audwrg, in his Account of the Univerſity- 
of Jena, calls it Academia pauperum, the Academy of the: 
Poor; but at preſent that Name is not at all applicable 
to it, there being among the Students of this Univerſity, 
who amount to two thouſand, five: Counts, and above 
two hundred and fifty young Gentlemen. The Library 
of the Univerſity, which is under the Care of Dr. Buder, 
is famous for philological Books; it conſiſted at firſt of 
Books brought from the old electoral Library, which was 
formerly kept at Wittenberg, . but has ſince been greatly 
iacteaſed by Legacies. 

Among the Books brought hither from Wittenberg, are 
fix Miſſals, beautifully illuminated by Luke Cranach, which 
he performed for the Elector Frederick III. and a curious 
Bible printed in the Year 1541, -and belonged to the- 
EleQor John Frederick ; but what chiefly enhances the Va- 
lue of theſe Books are the fine Illuminations, and Paintings» 
done by the abovementioned Cranach, who never painted 
more than two Copies in the ſame Manner, one of which 
was preſented to the Marcgrave Albert, and is ſtill extant» 
at Konig ſberg, the other was ſent to Denmark, and periſhed: 
in the laſt dreadful Fire at Copenhagen. On the firſt Leaf, 
where the Pope, the Cardinals, and other Eceleſiaſtics 
are repreſented in Hell with their Miſtreſſes, is a ſmall: 
Dragon, which was Cranach's Mark. The two Manu- 
ſcripts of the Goſpels and Epiſtles for every Sunday in 
the Year, were preſented, by Pope Leo X. in the Year” 
1507, to the Elector Frederick the wiſe. 

In this Library are likewiſe the following Manuſcripts; 
viz, A very curious German Martyrology, written in" 
the twelfth Century with a Repreſentation of ſeveral Tor- 
tures, ſuffered by the Martyrs; and the Martyrology of 


the venerable Bede alſo written in the twelfth Century; 


Geographus Nubienſis in Arabick, copied by Yelh, but never 
printed in that Language; and a. German Manuſcript in 
ö N. 6 | þ Rhime, 
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Rhime, giving an Account of the Childhood of Chi, 
written in the twelfth Century. They ſhew here the Staff 
of St. Boniface the Apoſtle of Thuringen, and afterward 
Archbiſhop of Mentz. It is a Kind ot. black Wood, but 
the Worms, without Regard to the Sanctity of its canonized 
Owner, have made great Depredations on it. Mr Bas 
Cabinet, which belongs to this Library, contains a large 
Collection of Coins and Medals. The Phyſic Garden 
and anatomical College are likewiſe well worth ſeeing 
Meiner is diſtant from lena about two German Miles, fituat- 
ed in a pleaſant Country, and in a Valley near the Ine. 
With regard to the Palace of Vilbemſburg, only the Corps 
ae Logis, and one of the Wings are finiſhed ; but when 
completed will make a noble Appearance. The old Caftle 
near it, before which is a wooden Bridge, is called the 
Red Palace, The Duke's Library has been much aug- 
mented with the choiceſt Books that could be procured. 
The Cabinet of Medals, among which is the moſt valu- 
able Collection of Saxon Coins, was purchaſed of Count 
Haugwits, grand Marſhal to the Elector of Saxony, The 
Cloſet of artificial and natural Curioſities contains ſeveral 
uncommon Animals, mineral Petrifactions, Shells, curious 
Pieces Wax Work, Ivory, and Agate; optical and ma- 
thematical Inſtruments ; exotick Herbs, and Flowers in 
Great Numbers. The Buſt and Picture Gallery conſiſts 
of valuable Pieces, among which are choſe purchaſed by 
General Wutgenau in Zaly for eight thouſand Dollars. 
The Diſtance between Weimur and Erfurt is three Ger- 
wan Miles. Ihe whole Piece of Land between lena and 
Gotha is ſo pleaſant, and fo finely cultivated, that if all 
Thuringen was equal to this Part, it might juſtly be reckoned 
among the fineſt Provinces in Germany. A more delight- 
ful and convenient Situation can hardly be found in the 
Empire, than that of Erfurt, and the great Number of 
Steeples in that City give it a grand Appearance. 'The 
River Gera flows in Rivulets through moſt of its Streets. 
The Number of Houſes do not exceed twelve thou- 
ſand | 
'Fhe Gardens adjoining to moſt of the Houſes greatly 
enlarge the Extent of the City, which is notwithſtanding 
far from being populous, eſpecially the North Eaſt Quarter 
of it,' The Governor's Houſe and the „ * 
| | ately 
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ſtately Structures. The Jeſut's College is now building 

polite to the latter, and will be a great Ornament to 
the City. The Number of Papiſts in this Place is about 
eight thouſand, and that of the Proteſtants not leſs than 
twenty four thouſand. Each Religion has eight Churches, 
in which divine Service is performed, and as many ſhut 
up. All the Profeſſors in the Univerſity, who ſtudy 
Divinity, muſt be Roman Catholicks, but not ſeſuits; 

in other Faculties there are Profeſſors of both Religions. 
A thouſand Men are in the Garriſon of Erfurt, con- 
ſifting of five hundred of the Troops of the Elector of 
Mentz, and a Battalion of mperialifis. In the Road fo 
Gotha is a Fort called Cyriac/ourg. I he Citadel of Erft 
or Peterſberg is fortified in the modern Manner. | 

The Cathedral has a beautiful Choir, a fine Organ, 
and contains the Monuments of ſeveral Biſhops, together 
with thoſe of Eobanus and A4delarius, The large Bell in 
the Lower was caft by Gerhard Ivone de Kempis, and its 
Baptiſm performed with great Solemnity in the Year 1497. 
The Clapper is three Ells and a Quarter in Length, and 
weighs twelve hundred Weight; the Bell itſelf weighs 
near fourteen Tons, is five Ells high, a Quarter of an Ell 
thick, and fifteen Ells in Circumference. | 

In the Lutheran Orphan Houſe near the Auguſtine 
Church, is ſhewn the Apartment, in which Lather is ſaid 
to have lived. The Library, founded by the Lutheran 
Clergy about the Cloſe of the laſt Century, contains, 
among other valuable Pieces, ſome excellent Hebrew 
Manuſcripts, purchaſed from the Jews at their Expulſion 
out of this City. | 

The Univerlity Library, in the Year 1718, received a 
very conſiderable Addition by Count Beineburg's Collection, 
which was preſented to the Univerſity together with the 
Sum of three thouſand Dollars, and at preſent ſtands in 
the Schela Juris behind St. Mary's Chureh with a Statue 
of the Count, who was ſome Time Governor of Erfurt. 
Among the Manuſcripts in the Univerſity Library are the 
Ada £3 Decreta Concilii Baſcleenſis, Sermones in eodem habit, 
Sermones babiti in Concilio Conſtantienfi, Jobn Huſs's manual 
Bible in Latin, and the Pſalter with Notes written 
on Parchment. An Account of the old printed Books 


may be ſeen in M. Kanola"s Muſeographia p. 393+ | 
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On a Bridge over the the Gera is a Stone mark'd with 
a Wheel, ſaid to be the Center, of the City, near which 
is ſhewn the Houſe of the famous Dr. Faaſlun. 

Gotha is three German Miles from Erfurt; the 
City lies in a Valley, but the Duke's Palace ſtands 
on an Eminence. It was anciently called Grimmen- 
fein, which Name, after the troubleſome "Times under 
Duke John Frederick, was changed to Friedenſtein. The 
ducal Library conſiſts of about thirty thouſand printed. 
Volumes, and two thouſand Manuſcripts ; the Value 
of the latter may in ſome Senſe be judged from the Cata- 
logue of them publiſhed by the celebrated M. Cyprza, 
hut ſince the Publication of that Work, which was in 1714, 
their Number has been conſiderably augmented. Among 
others here are the following: An old Manuſcript of the 
Bible, as far as the Prophets, finely illuminated with a. 
Variety of Pictures and Gildings ; ſome Greek and Latin 
Breviaries, one of which, remarkable for its fine Pictures 
and rich Binding, was made for the Emperor Charles V. 

latiu's mannal Bible, written in theYear1518, in a very 
{mall Hand; Letters of Eraſmus, Luther, Melancthon, 
Thomas Munzer, Carlfladius, Zavinglius, Calvin, Schavenk- 
felis, of the Electors Frederick the wiſe, and John Frederick ; 
an original Piece of Henry VIII. King of England to the 
Duke of Saxony againſt Luther ; four Volumes in Folio 
of Receipts, and other Miſcellanies by the EleQor 7% 
Confians: Here are alſo thirty one Volumes in Folio con- 
_ taining neat Drawings of the Medals of the old Roman 
| Emperors, by Jacobo di Strada, a Native of Mantua, who 
lived about the Middle of the ſixteenth Century. The firſt, 
Volume is filled with the Coins of Julius Cæſar, and his 
| Wives. This Book was begun, in the Year 1550, for 

Count Fugger of Kirkberg, who paid the Artiſt a golden 
Guilder for each Piece. 1 

The Canons, publiſhed by Godfrey and John Biſhops of 
 Wurtzburg, in the Middle of the fifteenth Century, which. 
are ſhewn here, throw a great Light on the Laws relat- 
ing to Duels and Combats among the ancient Germans; 
particularly one Drawing which repreſents a Man, as 
Randing up to his Waiſt in a Pit, who is engaged in 
angle Combat with a Woman. In an Edict or Anathema 
by Biſhop, Godfrey, any Perſon not appearing according 
| to 
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to Appointment at the Time of Combat, is declared in- 


famous, his Body ordered to be thrown to wild Beaſts, 
&c. in the Name of the Devil, which indeed ſounds 
but harſhly from the Mouth of a Biſhop. Here alſo is x 
Book of Tournaments, held by Witham Duke of Bava- 
ria, which entirely conſiſts of Paintings, done by H. 
O/tentarfer: Another Book of Paintings exhibirs the Li- 
veries, which the ancient Electors and of Dukes of Saxony 
ave their Attendants. | | i 
The Copy of the golden Bull, depofited here, is one 
of the oldeſt, and ſaid to have been ſent to the Elector 
of Saxony; a Manuſcript of a Work of Tychs- Brabe en- 
titled Stellarum ofavi Orbis inerrantium refiitutio. Among 
the Manuſcripts brought hither from the Library, formerly 
belonging to Philip Duke of Cleves, is the Life of Alexander 
the Great, more romantic than that by Pwintus Curtius. 
Here are great Numbers of Manuſcripts of the Claflicks.. 
Within theſe few Years, have been brought hither from 
Frante, ſeven Manuſcript Volumes in Folio of French State 
Memoirs of a very late Date. | | 
Among the old printed Books are Digeſſi nowi Opus, or 
the laſt Part of the PandeQs, beginning from the thirty 
ninth Book, and printed at Venice in 1477 on Parchment ; 
the Jus canonicum, in three Volumes, of the ſame Place 
and Date; the Florentine Edition of the Pandects, printed 
in the Year 1553, by Len Torrentint; the oldeſt Im- 
preſſion of Thenerdanks, of 
upon Parchment. | 
In the Apartments, belonging to the Library, are the 
Portraits of ſeveral Perſons eminent for their high Birth 
and Learning. | | 
The Cabinet of Medals is under the Direction ot 
Secretary Liebe, who has lately given a Specimen of his 
eat Skill in Antiquities, and at the fame Time of the' 
Value of this Collection in his Gotha Nummaria in Folio 
The Addition of the Aruſtadt, for which the Duke of 
daxe- Gotha paid near a hundred thouſand Dollars, has 
rendered the Gotha Collection, after thofe of the King of 
France, the Dukes of Florence and Parma, one of the 
moſt flouriſhing and valuable in the World, and is alſo 
kept in compleat Order, both with regard to Medals, 
and the Books relating to them. The Number of the 
Ty | Numiſmata 


hich there is one in Folio, 


Met at edt Ie nos oo ern 


280 LETTER LXXXVIIL 
Numi ſinata Bracteata amount to about eight or nine hun- 
dred, and that of the ancient Gold s nearly equal 
to it. The Piece of the moſt ancient Date, in this Col- 
lection, is one of Philiß of Macedon, Father to Alexander 
the Great. Among the Silver currant Coins, the moſt 
nderous is one of Azrengzebe, weighing ſeven Marks. 
largeſt of the Medals is one of this preſent King 
of Pruf/ia, having on one Side the Head of that Monarch, 
and on the Reverie a Review of the Troops with this 
nd, pro Deo et Milite; „ for God and the Soldiery.” 
This is of Silver, but the Gold one weighs five hundred 
Ducats. The next in Largeneſs is one of Cbriſtian V. 
King of Denmark. The new Gold Medals, lately ſtruck in 
Ruſſia, were bought of General Wutyenar for fifteen hun- 
dred Dollars. They ſhew here a Medal by Humeran at Rome, | 
which on one Side repreſents the Pretender to the Britiſb | 
Crown, with his imaginary royal Title-on the Exergue, 
and on the Reverie the Head of his Lady with this Le- 
gend. Clementina Magne Britaniæ E. T. C. Regina. Among 
the ſearce Dollars are one by Denmark, a large one of 
Sickingen, and one of Hæſ of Philip the Magnani mont. 
The Muſeum at Gotha, contains ſeveral remarkable 
Curioſities ; particularly; ſeveral Onyxes of divers Kinds, 
wrought into various Figures, and ſet in ſeveral Pieces 
of Work, to the Value of fixty thouſand Dollars. A- 
mong thoſe 1s one of ar Beauty repreſenting a 
Man ſitting with a Spear is Hand, and by him a 
Woman; and another Onyx has a Sardonyx growing to 
it. There are likewiſe four large Bowls, one of red, A 
another of green Jaſper, the third of white Agate, and la 
the fourth of white Lapis Nepbriticus. The Image of Y 
Lewis XIV. was cut out of a ſingle Amethyſt. The Þ| 4 
Silver Elephant upon a Pedeſtal of Agate with a Capa- 
riſon of Gold ſet with Emeralds and — is the lo 
Work of the famous Dinglinger of Dreſden. A Standiſh | 
enameled, ſet with Gems, was made by the ſame Hand. D. 
There are likewiſe eight ſine Cameos with a Crucifix' * 
made, as they ſay, of the Wood of the real Croſs of alf 
Chriſt. This Muſeum exhibits a great Number both of 
antient and modern /Cameos and Intaglios, and the fol- dle 
lowing Curiofities: The Emperor Matthzas's drinking 7 | 
Glaſs, adorned with curious chaſed Work in Gold; that” va 
| | 0 
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of Erneſtus Pius, one of the Dukes of Saxe-Gatha, of 


Rock Chryſtal, ſet with Diamonds; ſeven large Cans, 
or Flaggons, of Ivory; two or three earthen Vaſes paint- 


ed by Raphael, with a large Copper Bowl enameled. _ 


with black and white; ſeveral Indian Idols brought from 
the Arm/iadt Cabinet, made of a Kind of ſpotted Stone. 
There is alſo a good Collection of Pictures, among 
which is one of Rubens, his Miſtreſs, and Diſciple Vandyle, 
2 by Rubens himſelf in one Piece; ſome good 

ieces in Miniature, and ſeveral elegant Night Pieces; a 
Book in which Brughel the Elder has painted ſixty. one 
Portraits of Perſons of Diſtinction, the firſt of which is 
the Emperor Rudolf, the ſecond; alſo a Screen of ſeven 
Leaves on which the ſame Artiſt has painted the Hiſtory 
of the New Teſtament, and for which the Duke paid 
eight thouſand Dollars. Here is a Ring of the Elector 
Fohn Frederick, which, inſtead of a Stone is ſet with a 
little Watch. Among the Amber Works ſhewn here, 


is a very curious Cheſs Board and Altar. Here is alſo 


a great Number of cryſtal Veſſels. The Chalice carved 
with Figures is eſteemed a great Curioſity on Account 
of its large Size; it is formed out of a ſingle Piece of 


Elder Tree. Among the curious Wax Work in this 


Muſeum are the Images of ſeveral Perſons of the ducal 
Family of Saxe-Gotha, made by a young Woman called 


Braun, who lived in the late Duce's Time; the Father, 


Mother, and Grandmother of the preſent Duke, to- 
gether with four other Pieces done in fine white Wax by 
Abraham Derwent, a Native of this Place, who finiſhed the 
laſt Pieces in the Year 1724, when he was ſeventy ſeven 
Years of Age. Adam and Ewe in the Garden of Eden, 
done by Albert Durer, coſt a thouſand Ducats. data! 
Among the curious Pieces in Ivory are fourteen hol- 
low Balls turned one within another; Auguſtus, King of 
Poland on Horſeback, done by the famous Kreuger of 
Dantzick ; a Beggar in Ivory having his Coat trimed 
with Diamond Buttons, made at Nurnberg. Here is 
alſo a fine Battle Piece elegantly painted on Marble; 
ſome Pieces of curious inlaid Florentine Work; the 
electoral Sword of Prince Frederick Wilkam, and two 
Jaber Sabres, with lackered Scabbards: another 
Sabre with a Scabbard richly ſet with Rubies, „ 
An 
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and Lait Nephriticus, and worn by King John Sobigſli, 
at the Interview with the Emperor Leopold, after the railing 
of the Siege of Vienna. Several Turkiſh Sabres, a Jani- 
zary's Muſket and Sword, both inlaid with Silver, and 
ſome Turk Arrows; a Marſhal's Staff formed out of 
a Cinnamon Tree, alſo a Flagelet and a Staff, on the 
latter of which the Paſſion of Chriſt is admirably carved 
in Miniature. This Staff is formed out of the Horn of a 
Unicorn, or rather of the Proboſcis of a Kind of 
Fiſh caught in the North Seas. Among the artificial 
Curioſities are the following ; a curious Landicape com- 
poſed of Coralines, which coſt a thouſand Dollars; the 
Elevation of a Palace of Garden Seeds, arranged with the 
niceſt Art; a Gondola and a Crown made with Cloves ; 
a Spunge in the Form of a Granadier's Cap ; and Coral 
Roots reſembling a Monkey ; there are alſo ſome Shoes 
and Houſhold Furniture uſed by the 4/aticks, and 
Chineſe ; likewiſe ſome Chineſe Books and Shells. In the 
Cabinet of dried Animals, are an eaftern Sea Cat, and 
a Frog with Ears, known by the Name of Aurelia; 
a We/i-Indian Sea Mouſe without Feet; the Orbis, a 
Fiſh reſembling a Ball; the King of the Birds of Para- 
diſe, the Colour reſembling the fineſt of red Velvet, and 
two Feathers in the Tail are of a remarkable Length; a 
Hulva or Ant Bear; a flying Fiſh; together with un- 
common Spiders, Serpents, - Scorpiohs, - Salamauders, 
Frogs, Crocodiles, Tortoiſes, and a large Summer Bird, 
flying only in the Night, and is very remarkable on Ac- 
count of the Figure of a Death's Head very viſible on 
his Back. © | 

: Beſides the ducal Palace, PFredericifiha! for Enter- 
tainments and Aſſemblies is worth ſeeing. In this Struc- 
ture is the Picture of the Car of Muſcouy on Horſeback, 
conducted by Mercury, Neptune, Fame, Courage and Plenty, 
with ſeveral other Figures offering him Preſents. Here 
are likewiſe, the Judgment of Paris ; the four Quarters of 
the World, in their proper Symbols ; ſeveral {mall Por- 
traits of the Royal Family of France; a Family Hiitory 
Piece in four Compartments ; the firſt repreſents the 
earrying off of the Saxon Princes Erneſt and Albert, the 
fecond their Reſcue, the third their magnificent Re- 


ception, and the fourth the Execution of the I 
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The Garden of this Palace is ſmall, but well laid 
out in Walks, Water-works and Graſs Parterres, and 
adorned- with Buſts and Statues. *% D "ot 
The Diſtance between Gotha and Garnſtadt is three 

German Miles. The Latter is ſituated in a level and 


Araitful Country. Near it the River Gera turns a Mill 


or Machine for grinding of Corn; and is at preſent farm- 
ed for two thoufand Gulders a Vear. 


The Road from Lmenago to Schluſſingen, lies through 
Part of the Foreſt of Thuringen. No Grain except Oats. 
grows here; but this is compenſated by the great Plenty 


of Wood. Here are many Iron Works, and the valt 


Quantities of Wood prove of the utmoſt Advantage in 
ſmelting the Ore. Several Sulphur Mines are alſo found 
here, and in different Parts Glaſs- houſes are erected, 
At Mannebach are Slate Quarries which prove of conſi- 
derable Advantage to the Country. In the Slates are 
often found Impreſſions of Fiſh and Plants. * 

At Schleuſfingen is a celebrated College, maintained 
by the joint Contribution of the Dukes of Eiſenuch; 


Gotha, Weimar, Meynungen, and the Elector of Saxony: 


The Preſident of it is choſen annually, and has the Diſ- 
poſal of all Places which become vacant within his 
Year : There are about thirty Students on the Founda- 
tion: and about fifty others. | "ook 

Coburg is a very elegant Town, and has a flouriſhing 
Trade, and fome Manufactures. The Caſamires College 


has ſuſtained great Loſs in the Removat of Dr. - 


2 and no longer enjoys the Reputation it formerly 
Coburg, Nov. 13th 1730, 


J am, &c. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 
BaREITH and BAMBERG deſcribed. 


8 IX, 
# by E Diſtance between Coburg and Bamberg is 


fix German Miles; the Road runs through a 


pleaſant Valley, watered by the Itch. It will 
be neceſſary firſt to make ſome Obſervations on the 
Margravate of Bareith before I proceed to deſcribe the 
difficult Road over the Mountains. 3 | 
The Alterations which have happened within theſe 
thirty Years in the Margrave of Bareith's Court are ſuf. 
ficiently known ; but there is Reaſon to hope that un- 
der the preſent Government Affairs will be reſtored to 
the former flouriſhing State. The annual Revenue at 
Preſent hardly amount to ſixty four thouſand one hun- 
dred and fixty fix Pounds Sterling; but they may be 
very much increaſed if the People have but Time and 
Opportunity allowed them to recover themſelves, Chri- 
flian-Erlang is a Place of conſiderable Trade, and the 
French Refugees ſettled there, have ſet up ſeveral Ma- 
nufactures to the great Advantage of the Country. For- 
merly the Mines produced great Quantities of Gold, 
Silver, and Copper; but the ſmelting Houſes have gra- 
dually declined, and are how nd 
green Vitriol is however ſtill dug at Wurtzhberg, near 
Gold Cronuch. In St. Georgenſtadt is a Manufactory of 


brown and white Porcelain, great Quantities of which 


are ſold in the neighbouring Provinces. They have 
diſcovered the Art of burning in the Silver and Gold 


on the brown Porcelain, ſo as not to wear off. A Set” 


conſiſting of half a Dozen Cups and Saucers, a ſmall 
Tea Pot, a Slop Baſon, a Sugar Diſh, and Tea Ca- 
niſter, is ſold for twenty Dollars. The Art of poliſh- 


ing 


at a Stand ; good. 
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ing Marble, with which this Country abounds, has 
likewiſe been ſet on Foot at St. Georgenfladt, and a- 
mong other Things they make Snuff Boxes of yellow 
and white Plaiſter, ſo as to reſemble the fineſt Luma- 
chella ; theſe are ſold for two Gulders a Piece. The 
Marble is — here by a new invented Engine 
worked by Horſes, or Criminals from Houſes of Cor- 
rection; and the Engine is ſo conſtructed as to poliſh 
nineteen or twenty Veſſels of different Shapes at one 
and the ſame Time. This Country has all the Neceſ- 
ſaries of Life, but produces no good Wine. Wild Game 
is in greater Plenty here, than the Peaſants deſire. A- 
mong the freſh Water Fiſh of all Kinds, and taken in 
great Abundance, are particularly Trout and Carp. In 
this Country are alſo two conſiderable Lakes or Weers 
as they call them, well ſtocked with Pike and Carp; 
which are drained alternately once a Year. The one 
is the Neuſtadt Meer, and the other the Branden urg. 
The latter is only a Quarter of a League from Bareith, 
which induced the late Marcgrave to build the Caſtle 
and Town of St. Georgenfiadt, When the Lake is drain- 
ed, it yields one Time with another about a hundred 
and eighty Quintals of Fiſh. Ir is ſaid that it formerly 
covered fifteen hundred Acres of Land; but its ; reſent 
Extent is hardly above eight hundred or a thouſand ; 
and in many Places it is overrun with Weeds which muſt 
occaſion noxious and unhealthy Exhalations : And chiefly 
to the Vicinity of this Fake and Neglect of clearing it 
of Weeds, may be attributed the many Fevers which 
rage Every Year at Bareith. | 3A 

With regard to the Opinion of the internal and hidden 
Riches of the Mountain called Fichtelberg on the Fron- 
tiers oppoſite to the Upper Palatinate, which have been 
ſo much talked of, it is founded on uncertain and partly 
ridiculous Traditions. However in its Mines are found 

Cornelians, Cryſtals and the like Stones. Part of 
it is continually covered with Snow. The moſt re- 
markable Thing about it is, that it gives Source to 
four famous Rivers, which at firſt direct their Courſe 
towards the four Cardinal Points. The Mayne goes to 
the Weſt, the Nabus to the South, the Egra to the Eaſt, 
and the Sala to the North. The 
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The Margraviate of Bareith particularly abounds with 
Marble of various Colours beyond any other Province 
of Germany. From Schwarzenbach in the Foreſt, or near 
Prejeck, is dug a gray Sort of Marble with yellow Spots 
which ſhine like Metal. In the Parts about f in 
Saigtlande they have a red, black and gray Sort: Some 
Pieces of the laſt are variegated with red Spots like 
Drops of Blood. Green Marble is dug at Naila, yellow 
at Sheitberg ; and various Kinds at. Lichtenberg near Heer- 
wvagen, as alſo at Gold-Cronach. 

In the City of Bareith there is nothing remarkable 
enough to attract a Traveller's Notice. The Hermitage 
not Er from hence, built by the late Marcgrave has 
beautiful Grottos and excellent Marble Sculptures. 

The Road from Bareith over Hollfeld to Bamberg is 
mountainous and ſtony, though not near ſo bad as 
that over Streitlerg to Erlang. The Lovers of Petre- 
factions may in all theſe Parts find a great Variety of 
ſuch Curioſities. N 

In the Country of Giech are found great Quantities of 
Cornua Ammonis, Afterie, Nautili, Turbinites, Lapides 
Judaici, Vermes Marini, Belemmitæ, Pectines, Oclithi, Conche, 
Anonice, Dentatæ and other Shells together with petri- 
fied Wood. What deſerves particular Notice is a Spring 
of excellent clear Water, half a League from Thurnau, 
near the Village of Ober Meaganu, which, with its 
Sand, throws up ſeveral marine Fragments of Coral, 
Echini, Belemnitæ, Muſcle-Shells, Afleriæ, Stellz Marine, 
Cornua Ammonis, Tubuli vermiculares, Lapides Judaici, Gloſ. 
fopetre, Teeth of ſeveral Animals, and the like, well 


-preſerved, and often filled with a'concreted Subſtance 


not unlike Agate. Moſt of thoſe Pieces, though en- 


tire, are not of any remarkable Magnitude, which is 


no Doubt to be attributed to the Spring not having ſuf. 


ficient Force to detach larger marine Subſtances from their 
Strata, and throw them up with the Bubbling of the 


Water. In a Cave near Schurndorf is a Variety of Fi- 
res, all of a ſhining white Colour, formed by petri- 
Ping Exudations. 
In the Diſtrict of Scheſliter, as alſo in the Parts 


about Lusberiſeh Hallſads are found fine Alcyonai, Cornus 


Ammonis, 
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Ammonis, Chelonites a Species of Echini, Cochlea, Belem- 
nite and coralline Concretions. * Nu 
The Echini in theſe Parts are called Anopfen or Knobs, 
on Account of their Figure; and for the ſame Reaſon 
they bear the Name of Button- ſtones in England. They 
are otherwiſe called in Latin Brontiæ, Ombrize, Lapipes 
Bufonum majores, or Toadſtones, fc. and are divided 
into Puleati & Galcati, the latter of which in Engh/b 
are called Helmet Stones, but are more oval and oblong 
than the other Species, with one Side more dotted than 
the other; conſequently their Apertures are directly op- 
polite on the Margin: The Pileati have their Opening. 

low in the Centre, and the other Sort nearer the 
Rim. They are again ſubdivided into a convex Sort 
terminating in a Point, which in Englißä are called 
Cap Stones, and into a flatter Kind which are diſtin- 

uiſhed by the Appellation of Fibulares. In both Species 
| 9 the Point to the Centre run five double Rows of 
little Knobs in the Form of Sutures. Here are alſo 
Echini cordati, which are broader on one Side than the 
other, with a Kind of Incurvation which gives it ſome 
diſtant Reſemblance of a Heart. The Sea Animal from 


which it derives its Origin, is of the teſtaceous Kind, 


and from its Figure called in German Skeaffel © Sea Apple,“ 
and in Exgliſb the Button-Fiſh, and on Account of the 
Prickles with which it was armed all around is in the 
South Parts of France called Vin, in Engliſb Sea Urchin, 
and by the 1alians Efirice Marino. It reſembles a Hedge- 
Hog in Miniature, and 1s not above two Inches in Di- 
ameter including its Prickles. | 

The City of Bamberg, which was formerly called 


Babenberg or Pfaffenberg, lies in a delightful. and fer- 
tile Country. 


The Clergy ſeem to have been good 
Judges of the fruitful Spots in a Country; for we ſeldom 
meet with a religious Foundation, which is not poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſome of the beſt Land in the whole Province 
where it ſtands. Bamberg abounds in all Sorts of Garden 
Vegetables, Fruit, Grain and Wine; but eſpecially in 
Liquorice, which is exported to moſt Parts of Europe. 
This Plant grows to the Height of five or fix Feet, and 
its Root ſtrikes to the ſame Depth in the Earth. 7 
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alſo they cultivate Saffron, but it is not ſo good as 
of Auftria. vic 

The Biſhop's new Palace, as alſo the Town-Houſe 
are indeed irregular Buildings, but very ſpacious and 
furniſhed with fine Pieces of Painting, The Orangery 
in the Geyerfeverth is allo very well worth ſeeing. 

The Benedictines have a very handſome Convent on 
the Monchſberg, The Church belonging to it has a 
beautiful Front, a lofty arched Roof, three Organs, ex- 
cellent Sculpture and beautiful Paintings ; among which 
the Aſſumption of the Virgin Mary on the Altar is the 
moſt remarkable. The Jeſuits allo have a fine Church 
and valuable Library here. 


Jan, &c. 


Bamberg, Nov, 18, 1730. 


LETTER'XC. 


Account of POMMERSFELD and CHRISTIAN ERLANG, 


SIR, 
A BOUT three Leagues from Bam lies the 


Palace of Veiſenſiein Pommersfeld belonging to 


Count Schonborn. 

This Palace was begun by the late Elector of Mentx and 
Biſhop of Bamberg, and the preſent Vice-Chancellor of the 
Empire and Biſhop of Bamberg intends to finiſh it. Twenty 
perſpective Views and Plans of this Palace drawn by 
the Elector's Engineer Salomon Kleiner together with the 
Gardens, Stables and Menageries belonging to it, have 
been engraved on Copper Plates by the Heirs of Jere- 
miah Wolſen, at Augſburg in the Year 1728. A curi- 
dus Traveller will not think much of the Trouble and 


Expence of ſeeing this Palace, as it does not lie very 
5 far 
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far out of the Road, between Bamberg and Erlang. A- 
bout a League from Bamberg, and contiguous to the 
Road ſtands the fine hunting Seat of Seehof, The Palace 
of Pommersfeld lies in a delightful Country. The main 
Body of the Buildings inſtead of a grand Entrance 
ſuitable to ſo magnificent a Palace, has only five little 
Doors, three of which are in a Line in the Centre and 
wo more in the Wings. 

The ſame Number of Doors is alſo to be ſeen in 
the Front towards the Gardens, but all in a ftrait 
Line. 

Oppoſite to the main Building are an oval Gallery, 
the Menagery, and Stables for fifty Horſes. Before the 
Middle Door, on one Side, is the Statue of Julius 
Cæſar, and on the other that of Alexander the Great, 
with the Gordian Knot at his Feet. At the Entrance to 
the Prince's Apartments, are on one Side the Statues 
of Charity and Faith, and on the other Fortitude and 
Juſtice. After paſling the curiouſly wrought Iron Grates 
of the five abovementioned, Door you come to a grand 
double Stair-caſe which has few Equals; it is indeed 
but one Story high, yet its Roof 1s of the ſame Height 
with the Houſe, and the Cieling painted by Bzes, 'one 
of the Gentlemen of the preſent Biſhop's Bed-chamber, 
and Marchini an Talian, who alſo was the Architect of 
the Stair-caſe. The Steps with the „ on each 
Side are of Freeſtone; but ſome Connoiſſeurs find Fault 
with the Vaſes as too ſmall in Proportion to the Pe- 
deſtals on which they ſtand; and others ſay that the 
Windows throughout the Building are too narrow. From 
the Court where the Stair-caſe begins you go down 
ſome Steps into a ſplendid Grotto, which though con- 
ſiſting only of Stucco-work, by its fine Poliſh and art 
ful Compoſition reſembles Marble. The eight Statues 
of the ſame Materials placed here repreſent the four 
Elements, together with the four Seaſons ; and between 
theſe are ſeveral pretty Figures of Shell-work, exhi- 
biting a Variety of marine Animals and concealed Water- 
works. The Luſtres conſiſt of Glaſs of various Co- 
lours. On each Side of the Grotto is a ſmall Gal- 
lery, where during the Summer, Orange Ttrees are plac- 
ed to heighten the Beauty of this cool Retreat. In 
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the Story where the Stair-caſe ends, and exaclly over 
the Grotto, is a Hall well worth Obſervation, being 
embelliſhed with ſeveral capital Paintings and Family 
Portraits; and from it is an enchanting Proſpect 
of the Gardens and adjacent Country. The Cieling of 
this Hall is curiouſly painted and embelliſhed with 
ilt Corniſhes. The Reſt of the Apartments are ſmall, 
Fur the Tapeſtry and other Furniture very ſplendid. 
In one Apartment are ten Pieces of Paintings of Bat- 
tles in which Prince Eugene fignalized himſelf. In the 
Drawing Room of the preſeat Biſhop of Bamberg is a 
Copy of Corregio's Night Piece, repreſenting our Savi- 
our's Birth, and commonly called La Notte di Corregio, 
In the Bed-chamber is a large Piece repreſenting an 
old Man proftrate before a Crucifix ; and over the Chim- 
' ney Piece in the ſame Chamber, the Birth of Chi in 
old Moſaic, and three large Porcelain Vaſes. Adjoining 
to this is the Looking-glaſs Cloſet, in which is a large 
Quantity of valuable China-ware and ſome of the fneſt 
Dresen Porcelain. The Tables are decorated with cryſtal 
Vaſes, Cups of precious Stones, and other Curioſitics; 
among which 1s an excellent Piece of Workmanihip in 
Amber, repreſenting our Saviour ſupported by an Angel, 
during his Agony in the Garden on the Mount of 
Olives. 'The Dining Parlour is hung with gilt Leather, 
on which is repreſented the Triumphant Entry of David, 
after he had killed Go/zah. This Piece is very ancient, but 
well executed, and the Figures as large as Life. The 
Cieling of the grand Hall is painted by Rothmeyer, a 
Native of Ro/enbrun, who was employed a whole Year 
in this Palace; during which Time, beſides a Preſent 
of a thouſand Dollars, both himſelf and his Family 
were entertained in a very elegant Manner. The beſt 
Pictures are in the Gallery, which contains a hundred 
and forty nine large Pieces; and in a Room adjoin- 
ing to it are eighty four ſmaller. On the Top of the 
Palace is 4:/as ſupporting an armillary Sphere, 
Chriſtian Erlang, about five Leagues from Pommer/- 
Feld is a regular well-built Town; and derives great 
Advantages from ſeveral ManufaQures carried on * Sung 
by French Refugees. The Diſtance between Erlang and 


Murenberg is three Poſt Stages; but the Journey may 
| be 
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be performed in three Hours with Eaſe. In my next 
J intend to give you ſome Obſervations made on the 
City of Nurenberg ; but in the mean Time I am, | 


Sir, &c. 
Nurenburg, Now. 23, 1730. "Os 


? 


LET TEK 1 
The City of NURENBERG deſcribed. 


SIR, 
1 DER the Juriſdiftion of the Republick of 


7 


Nurenberg, beſides the Capital, are four other 

Towns, namely, Altdorf, Herſbruck, Lauff, and 

Graffenberg in the upper Palatinate, and alſo above five 
hundred Villages. In the City of Nurenberg, are a 
hundred and- twenty eight capital Streets; and four 
hundred ſmaller and is adorned with twelve large, and 

2 hundred and thirty three ſmall Fountains, beſides a 
hundred and ſeventeen Wells. This City alſo contains 

| üxteen Churches, and forty-four religious Houſes ; 
| twelve Bridges, ten Market-places, three hundred and 
ſixty-five Towers on the City Walls, twenty one thou- 

ſand Houſes, and twenty-five thouſand Families. You 

cannot eaſily walk round it in leſs than three Hours, 


q I will not however pretend to aſſert that this Computa- F 
tion is abſolutely true, eſpecially with regard to. the | 
L Number of the Villages, Houſes, and Inhabitants. The 
; Regnitz which runs through this City, drives about a 
hundred and ſixty Mills, in the Territory of Nurenberg. 
| It is the Opinion of ſome that Nurenberg is the Centre 
t both of Germany and Europe. : 
; Of what Importance the Trade carried on by the 
1 Nurenbergers in former Times was to ahh, appears both 
y from the Privileges the German Houſe ſtill enjoys, and 
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the reſpectful Letter ſent by the Doge and Senate of 

Venice to Nurenberg, when the former was under very great 
Difficulties in the Year 1509. - The Trade indeed, is at 
preſent ' greatly below its former flouriſhing Condition, 
and continually decreaſing from that carried on by 
three other Towns, namely Erlang, Schawobaih, and Furth, 
one third of the laſt belongs to the City of Nurenberg, 
another to the Marcgrave of Anſpuck, and the other to 
the Chapter of the Cathedral of Bamberg. But not- 
withſtanding all this, Nurenberg is ſtill famous for its 
ManufaQures which are exported to all Parts of the 
known World: And though the Toys called Nurenberg 
Ware, ſeem of little Importance, the annual Profit a- 
riſing from them amounts to a hundred thouſand Dol- 
lars; and in the Year 1728, the Nurenberg Company ſold 
as many Toys in - Conſtantinople only, as came to more 
than ſeventeen thouſand Guilders. 

The Council of this City has always two Preſidents, 
who continue in their Office four Weeks only, when 
they are ſucceeded by four others. It conſiſts of twenty 
four Burgomaſters, eight Elders, who, like the former, 
are of the Patrician Order, and eight Maſters of Com- 
panies; but the laſt are only ſummoned when any Ex- 
traordinary Deliberations are on the Carpet. 

The Council-houſe is an elegant Structure, and on the 
Cieling of its upper Gallery are repreſented in Stucco, 
the antient Tournaments of the Nurenberg Patricians. In 
one of the Apartments are the Portraits of John Fre- 
derick the Wiſe, and John Frederick, Electors of Saxony, 
painted by Luke Cranach. Frederick the Wiſe ſeems to 
poiſe the imperial Diadem in his Hand, indicating that 
he thought it too heavy for him, and accordingly refuſed 
the Dignity in the Year 1519. In the other Apartments 
are the Portraits of ſeveral Emperors as large as Life ; 
the Emperor Matthias appears in the imperial Robes 
now uſed at the Coronation of the Head of the Em- 
pire. Another Piece of Painting repreſents the Homage 
recieved by the Emperor Leopold at Nurenberg. Here 
is alſo a Piece repreſenting the Virgin Mary, with her 
divine Infant, done by Cranach; but what principally 
attracts the Eye of the Spectator, is the Picture of Adam 
and Ewe as large as Life, painted by Albert Durer, for 


which 
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which Piece the famous Genæra and Margrave Lewis of 
Baden offered forty two t houſand Dollars. 

The Homage-hall is very lofty, and the Entrance, 
which 1s adorned with Pillars, is of Braſs. Another Door 
is ornamented with charming Pieces of Sculpture in 
Wood by Albert Durer. In almoſt every Apartment is 
a beautiful Iron Stove, but different from each other ; 
and ſome of them curiouſly gilt. On Eaſter Day the 
Council-houſe and Caſtle of Nurenberg are open, to be 
viewed by every one defirous of ſatisfying his Cu- 
rioſity. | 

Narenberg has for many Centuries had the Honour 
of keeping the moſt valuable Part of the imperial 
Crown Jewels, together with the Reliques belonging 
to them. The Jewels are depoſited in a ſeparate A- 
partment, and the whole ſhewn only to Princes and 
Counts of antient Families. 

The new Church is the fineſt in the City ; it is al- 
moſt .of an oval Form ; but its Height not proportional 
to its 4 . 

St. Sebald's Church, which is very ſpacious but dark, 
has an admirable Braſs Monument of St. Sebald, a Prince 
of the Royal Family of Denmark, finely cat after a 
Deſign of Albert Durer. The capital Picture hanging 
againſt the Wall in the Charch, and repreſents the 
Creation of the World, is by the ſame Hand, and va- 
lued at twenty thouſand Dollars. Near St. Peter's Altar 
is a Lamp kept perpetually burning, a Legacy havin 
2 left from Time immemorial ji ſupplying it wit 
OIL. | 

The Predican Convent has a fine Library, contain- 
ing near fixteen thouſand Volumes ; among which are 
the valuable Works of Graewius, Gronovius, Marfigli, and 
other learned Men. This Library conſiſts of the Col- 
lections of Books found in five Convents and two Nun- 
neries, which, at the Time of the Reformation, were 
all brought to Nurenberg, and the original Catalogue of 
every Collection as it came from the Convent is ſtill 
very carefully preſerved. The Building where the Li- 
brary is kept was formerly a Dominican Convent. The 
oldeſt Manuſcript in this Collection is of about eight 
hundred Years ſtanding, and contains the Goſpels, to- 


Q 3 gether | 


\ 


294 LETTER Xci. 


gether with Prayers and Hymns of the old Greet Church, 
Among the old printed Books, which are about an hun- 
dred and fifty in Number, are Durand's Rationale Di- 
wineram Officiorum, finiſhed in the Year 1459; and 
Luther's Bible ſaid to have been taken out of the Fire 
without receiving any Damage; Haloandi Pandecti; 
the Hortus Cichſtedtenſis, a ſcarce and valuable Work, 
ſewing the Beauty and Magniſicence of the epiſcopal} 
Gardens at Erhbfiadt, above a hundred Years ago; 
a Folio full of Draughts and Etchings, by the cele- 
brated Saſauab Maria, Daughter of the famous. Jacob 
Sandart. : 
ere is a, great Number of mathematical Inſtru- 
ments, particularly two Globes made by Mr. Prutorius, 
formerly Profeſſor of Mathematics at 4/rdbrf, both of 
Braſs and curiouſly gilt. 

In this Collection is ſhewn a little Mexican Idol of Gold, 
called Fiz/ipaz/i, having a Face reſembling that of a 
Cat or Monkey, and a large Tail like that of 'the 
former: In each Ear is a Pearl, and on its Back a 
Mirrour, in which all its Votarics were to look. 

The Nurenterg Arſenal contains two hundred and 
ſeventy four large Braſs Cannon, and two of Iron, with 
a ſufficient Number of ſmall Arms for furniſhing eighteen 
thouſand Men. The Braſs Pieces of Ordnance carry a 
Ball of forty eight Pounds; but the two Pieces caſt in 
the Year 1521, carry Balls eighty Pounds. One of the 
Cannon in this Arſenal is charged at the Breech, and 
may be fired eight 'Times in a Minute, There are 
alſo fifty Field Pieces, called by the Names of the four 
and twenty Letters of the Alphabet, the twelve Months, 
the twelve Signs of the Zodiac, and of Mars and Pallas. 
The ſmall Arms are beautifully diſpoſed in the Form of 
Columns, Shields, Suns, and Trophies, being curiouſly 
arranged like thoſe in the Tower of London. All theſe 
Inftruments of War are kept in two large Halls, one 
of which is a hundred and ſeventy, the other is two 
hundred and twenty common Paces in Length. 'Ten 
Perſons are conſtantly employed in keeping theſe Arms 
clean and in good Order. 


This 
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This City keeps in conſtant Pay, ſeven Companies 
of Foot, each Company in Time of War, conſiſting of 
a hundred and eighty five Men ; but, at preſent, of only 
a hundred; two Troops of Cuiraſſiers, each Troop 
conſiſting of eighty five Men ; and two Companies of 
Invalids, one of which conſiſts of a hundred and oY 
one Men, and the other of ninety five. Beſides theſe 
regular Troops, the Burghers form themſelves into twenty 
four Companies of about three hundred and fifty Men 
each, who are all well diſciplined, and go row; e their 
Exerciſe with great Activity. They have alſo two hundred 
Men belonging to the Train of Artillery; and the City 
ſelects two Troops of Burghers who have their Stations 
in ſeveral Quarters of the City in Caſe of Fire; while 
the Men belonging to the Artillery guard the Arſenal. 
I muſt not here onit an excellent Regulation obſerved 
in this City when a Fire happens to break out, in or- 
der to encourage the People to be more active and vi- 
. namely, à Ducat is given as a Reward to the 


Perſon who brings the firſt Pail of Water, two Guilders 


to the ſecond, one Guilder to the third, eight Grochens 
to the fourth, and to every one of the reſt fifteen 
Creutzers, | 

The Caſtle is ſituated on an Eminence in the Middle 
of the City, and on Account of its advantageous Si- 
tuation, an Obſervatory has been built on it; but the 
Inftruments are but in a bad Condition. 

Some Years ago, a Deſign was projected for embel- 


liſhing the City with a lofty Fountain; and accordingly 


the moſt famous Artiſts employed to execute it. 

Chriſtopher Ritter, made a Model of the whole Work 
in Wax. The Braſs for the Ornaments of this Fountain 
amount to upwards of two hundred Quintals ; the Fi- 
gure of Neptune alone, which is to ſtand on the Top 
of the Fountain, weighs thirty three Quintals ; and ten 
other Statues are to be placed round the principal 
Figure. 

All theſe Statues are very beautifully caſt by Ferom 
Herald, who alſo executed that of St. John Nepomuc on 
the Bridge of Prague, which .is upwards of twenty hun- 
dred Weight. They have alſo made Diſpoſitions for 
ſupplying the Fountain with Water, of which a hundred 

O 4 thouſand 


296 LETTER IO, 


thouſand Barrels according to the general Computation 
will be required every Hour; ſo that the only Thing 
wanting is Money to defray the Expence of this Plan 
and its Execution. In the mean Time the Braſs Sta- 
tues are kept in a Place under Cover, together with four 
large cubical Stones for Pedeſtals to ſupport them. 
Without the City near the Frauenthore are nine other 

tones of a monſtrous Size, each being upwards of 
ax Feet high, and between twenty three and twenty 
four common Paces in Circumference. One of theſe 
Stones required above a hundred and fixty Horſes to 
draw it; they have laid on this Spot above a hundred 
Years. The Plan of this beautiful Fountain may be 
ſeen in M. Doppehnayer's learned Account of the Mathe- 
maticians and Artiſts, who for theſe three hundred Years 
palt, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their Writings 
-and Labours to promote mathematical and mecha- 
nical Learning in the City of Nurenberg. 

In the 2 near the Town-houſe is a Stone 
Fountain of curious Gethick Architecture, in the Form of 
a little Tower: There is alſo a beautiful Fountain on 
the Nævenbau which was completed in the Year 1687. 

On the new Bridge, ſaid to have coſt a hundred 
thouſand Guilders, are two Pyramids; on the Top of 
one is a Dove with an Olive Branch in its Bill, and 
on that of the other an imperial black Eagle. 

Some Companies of Mechanicks perform annual Pro- 
ceſſions on certain Days through the City, in which 
the Coopers particularly diſtinguiſh themſelves by their 
Hoop-dances. | 

The Wine-cellar belonging to the Council is ſo 
ſpacious that a Coach and fix may turn in it; and 
here King Guflawus Adolphus uſed to ſhoot at a lighted 
Candle. 

For the Improvement of Painting and Sculpture, an 
Academy has been inſtituted here like that at Aug/burg, 
where Men are often hired to ſtand naked for Painters. 
and Statuaries to draw and model from the Life, either 
in Wax or Plaiſter. 

St. John's Church-yard is remarkable for the great 
. Number of Tombſtones and Monuments in it. It is 

euſtomary among the common People to _ the 

raves 
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Gravesof their Relations with Garlands of Flowers on | 


St. John's Day. 


In the anatomical Theatre founded at che Expence | 


of the City, are upwards of a hundred Skeletons of 

different Animals, eſpecially of the winged Kind. 
From the Diſſection of a Tortoiſe here, it appears 

that its outward Shell conſtitutes a Part of its Body. 


The Anphiſbæna is generally ſuppoſed to have two 


Heads; but in the Serpent called by that Name pre- 
ſerved here in Spirits, the Head and Tail are plainly 
diſtinguiſhable. This Theatre is at preſent under the 
Direction of Dr. Treu, and in it are many appoſite 
Inſcriptions. 

The celebrated M. Thomaſius has a fine Library in 
which are upwards of eight hundred Volumes of Let- 
ters from learned Men, ſeveral antique Gems, old Coins 
in Gold, Silver and Copper, aummi bracteati, with other 
Curioſities ; particularly a compleat Set of Dollars. 

In this Library I alſo ſaw a French Tranſlation of 
the firſt Book of Cz/ar's Commentaries, printed at the 
Lowvre in the Year 1651, in Folio. The Author is 
ſaid to be Lows XIV. | 

Profeſſor Fohn Gabriel Duppelmager has a fine Apparatu 
for making Experiments in natural Philoſophy, in which 
Science he fometimes reads publick Lectures. He lately 
bought of M. Odelem of Brunfevick, a Loadſtone of 
no great Size, but of ſuch Virtue that he hopes 
ſoon to bring it to take up fourteen Pounds and a 
Half NMurenberg Weight. In this Profeſſor's Cabinet is 
alſo ſome undecayed Wheat or Rye very well preſerved 
which has been laid up in the City-granary in the 
Year 1347, and conſequently is upwards of three hun- 
dred and eighty Years old. 

Mr. Ho/ſchier has a numerous Collection of Copper- 


plates, of which thoſe only relating to Hiſtory, in a 


chronological Series, make twelve Volumes, 
At Cafp. Theophilus Lauſers the General Aſſay Maſter 


of the Circle of Franconia are ſold the beſt Medals of 
of Gold, Silver, Copper and Eugliſb Tin which have been 


{ſtruck at Nurenberg. 
M. Von Faxxer has a fine Collection of Coins, na- 
tural and artificial Curioſities ; among the latter is a 
O 5 Bowl 
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Bowl very ingeniouſly cut out of a Rhinoceros's Horn, 
which is very hard to work. 
The Widow Fezzer has alſo a pretty Collection of 
antique Gems, Intaglios and Cameos: Among the latter 
is a beautiful Head of Didis Julianus, She is alſo 
d of ſome Groupes in Miniatere carved on 
Ivory; a Triumph of Neptune and Thetis, of curious 
Work on a Boat, conſiſting of a ſingle Piece of very 
white Ivory; a Model of the Mogu/'s large Diamond, 
which though it exceeds the largeſt in Europe for Depth, 
does not come up to Pitt's Diamond (now among, the 
Crown Jewels of France] in Breadih ; the Farngſe Her- 
cules a Foot in Height, as model'd by Sanarart in black 
ax from the Original at Rome; a curious Bas. relief 
in Wax by Breunerin of Franckfort, repreſenting a 
female Penitent weeping and proſtrate before a Death's 
Head; four Copper Cuts with a curious black and 
white enamel on both Sides, one of which is marked 
P. R. 1572. In Nurenberg are ſeveral ſuch Curioſities 
buried as it were in private Hands, the Families in 
whoſe Poſſeſſion they are being unwilling upon many 
Accounts that it ſhould be publickly known they bave 
ſuch valuable Things. The conſiderable Trade which 
this City formerly carried on to Lacy gave them an 
Opportunity of importing from thence ſeveral curious 
Pieces which otherwiſe could not be expected to be 
met with at Nurenberg. | 
M. Geyſel has a choice Collection of Petrifactions, 
among which are ſome Fiſh and Crabs of a peculiar 
Beauty. 

Here is alſo a Collection of about three hundred 
original Impreſſions of antique Seals in Braſs which 
are very rare. Some of theſe have a ſmaller Seal at 
the other End which may be looked upon as a Counter- 
ſeal; and moſt of them have Rings to hang them by; 
and it is probable that they were worn about the Neck by 
Secretaries as a Badge of their Office. This Collection 
was firſt begun by Sarterio Urſato, Author of a Treatiſe 
entitled de Netis weteribus Romanorum; after whoſe Death 
they came into the Poſſeſſion of M. Stricter the Dutch 
Conſul at Venice, who ſent them as a Preſent to M. 


Geyſer, 
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Geyſel, with whom he had contracted a Friendſhip. in 
Italy. 
M. Geyſel has beſides upwards of twenty-one thouſand 
Copper Plate Portraits,, among which are five thouſand 
of ſo many Natives of Nurenberg alone. I queſtion whe- 
ther any other City in the World can boaſt of the like: 
It mult however be obſerved, that a Perſon may have his 
Portrait engraved here on a Copper Plate at a trifling 
Expence ; and there is hardly any Preacher, or even 
Schoolmaſter, who has not received this Honour. But 
the moſt remarkable Part of M. Geyfe/s Cabinet, is a 
Collection of above izven thouſand five hundred Medals ; 
not, indeed, the Originals in Gold or Silver, but Copies. 
of them in Copper, Tin, Lead, Plaiſter, and the like. 
The Cabinet at Saxe Getha, is one of the completeſt in 
all Europe; but, for Number of modern Medals, it falls 
very far ſhort of M. Gey/e/s, which contuſts of forty- 
three different Claſſes. The foreign Medals are in al- 
phabetical Order, according to the Names of the Coun- 
tries belonging to the Princes in Honour of whom they 
were ſtruck. Thoſe invented by the Academie des In- 
ſeriptions, in Commemoration of Lewis XIV. make a par- 
ticular Claſs, conſiſting of two hundred and eighty-ſix 
Pieces. The Talian Family of Carrara make another 
Claſs, of which the learned Profeſſor Kahler of Altdorf, 
has publiſhed a particular Treatiſe. Among the Medals 
of Italy, that which paſſes for the moſt ancient Coin 
ſtruck by the modern Italians, is in this Cabinet, with. 
this Inſcription, Arelus ſecundus de Maufredis Faven. It is 
of the Year 1368, and has an Impreſſion only on one 
Side. A further Account is given of it by M. Kohler, in 
the firſt Year of his medallick Entertainments.” 
Dorſcbe, the celebrated Engraver of Seals, by the mere 
Force of Induſtry and natural Genius, has acquired ſuch. 
an exquiſite Skill in engraving on Gems, as to be ex- 
celled by very few : Among the latter may be reckoned: 
his own Daughter, who ſurpaſſes him in this elegant 
Art. The Heads of the Popes, cut on. Cornehans, 
making in all two hundred and thirty-eight Pieces, may 
be purchaſed of him for three: thouſand. Guilders, or 
3501. ſterling. Among others he has a vaſt Number of 
Intaglios, which he values - * or twelve Dbllars, -= 
| 21. 
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21. ſterling a Piece, and he takes Care to engrave on 
good Stones. The Anſpach and Bohemian Stones are, 
indeed, often found to be of equal Hardneſs with the 
Oriental ; but they are apt to flaw, and have not ſo fine 
j: Luſtre; a ſufficient Reaſon for him to prefer the 
gatter. | 

In the Pellerich Houſe are about ten or twelve Pictures, 
painted by Palma, and deſervedly admired. 

Mr. Diteſch, the Painter, has a Collection of Petri- 
factions, Coins, Shells, Gems, Prints, Paintings, Ores, 
Inſects, and Works in Ivory. Among the natural Curi- 
oſities, the Colobri, a very ſmall Bird with beautiful Fea- 
thers, and a Kind of a Spider which ſpins a very ſtrong 

— and wraps itſelf up in it, are the moſt remark- 
able. 

In the Court before Mr. Inbef's Houſe in the Leather 
Street, is the Trunk of a Tree petrified; and is -the 
more remarkable, as it ſtands intire, with its Roots in the 
Earth ; and it is not improbable that there is a Spring, 
or ſome other petrifying Fluid under it, which being 
imbibed by the Root, has induced this Change in the 
Trunk of the Tree. 

Beſides theſe, there are five other Cabinets at Nuren- 
berg, among which I ſhall give the Precedence to that 
of Madam Sandrart, the worthy Widow of the ingenious 
Mr. Joachim Sandrart, ſo famous for his Deſigns and 
Paintings. This Lady takes a Pleaſure in ſhewin 
Strangers whatever is curious in her Houſe, The fink 
is a Bcaufet, inlaid with Florentine Work; beſides which 
here are the following Curioſities : Several Tables of 
Florence Marble; all Manner of fine Works, in Ribbons, 
Paper, Silk, Shells, and Scales of Fiſh ; white Porcelain, 
_ fo finely embelliſhed with Silk Threads of various Co- 
ours, that the Eye is eaſily deceived, and takes them 
for Landſcapes painted og Ivory; in the ſame Manner 
others are executed on Paper and Parchment, with black 
Silk, which greatly reſembles Copper-plates; ſeveral 
Kinds of foreign Habits ; various Gems, both Intaglios 
and Cameos, by ancient and modern Artiſts ; Collections 
of Shells, Coins, and Medals; Corallines, Petrifactions, 
Butterflies, Inſects, Birds-neſts, Eggs, Minerals, and 
Amulets, Here are alſo five hundred and fifty _— 

| vory 
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Ivory Cups contained in a ſingle Pepper - corn, and 


ſeveral Deſigns of Pieces of Painting, by her Huſband 


Joachim Van Sandrart, who died at Nurenberg in the Year 
1688, in the eighty-ſecond Year of his Age. 

But Mrs. Sandrart herſelf is, indeed, he greateſt Cu- 
rifity in the whole Collection, on Account of her Acti- 
vity and uncommon Strength of Memory, at the Age of 
eighty Years; ſhe knows the Name of every particular 
Piece in her numerous Collection, of the Perſon from 
whom ſhe had it, together with the Name of each Plant 
and Tree from which every Species of Butterflies and 
Inſects derive their Nouriſhment. 

That of Mr. Prawn is the moſt valuable among all the 
Cabinets of Nurenberg ; it was firſt begun by Mr. Praun, 
who at the Beginning of the laſt Century reſided ſeveral 
Years in /taly, and died in the Year 1619. He carried 
on a Silk Manufacture at Bologna, where he collected all 
Kinds of Curioſities, and ſent them to Nurenberg, in 
which City he propoſed to ſpend the Remainder of his 
Days in Eaſe and Tranquility ; but his Scheme was pre- 
vented by Death, for he died and was buried at Bologna. 
Since his Deceaſe no great Additions have been made to 
his Collection. Probably a great Number of Curioſities 
carried from the Pillage of Rome under Charles V. by dif- 
ferent Perſons, fell into his Hands. The oldeſt Piece 
among the Paintings in this Cabinet, is a Pannel done 


in Oil Colours, repreſenting ſeveral Women in the old 


Mifnian Dreſs. Here are alſo eight Pictures, four of 
which are the Seaſons, done by Baſſamo; the Arrival of 
the eaſtern Magi to worſhip the Infant Miah, is aſcribed 
to old Baſſano, and eſteemed an excellent Piece. They 
appear among a Concourſe of People, ſome as Spectators, 
and others in Caravans; the Converſion of St. Paul, by 


Denis Calvert; Mary Magdalene at our Saviour's Feet in Guei l. 


the Garden, where he forbids her to touch him, with 
St. Cecilia, and the Judgment of Paris, are all by the 
ſame Hand. Here is another Picture of St. Cecilia, by 
Raphael, reſembling that at Bologna, on Account of 
which a famous Painter, who was Contemporary with 
Raphael, is ſaid to have haſtened his Death through mere 
Envy. Here are likewiſe the following Pieces, namely, 
a capital Picture repreſenting David meeting r be 
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Guido Rheni; Madonna Palma, by dntonio Carregio; the 
Shepherds paying their Adorations to our Saviour, and 
the Arts and Sciences aſleep in Time of War, by Ni- 
cholas Juvenal; an original Piece, by Michael Angelo, 
about three Feet high, repreſenting a Man flayed, the 
Beauty of which conſiſts chiefly in the exact Repre- 
ſentations of the Muſcles, he having acquired a com- 
petent Knowlege in Anatomy. Here are two Portraits 
of Albert Durer, one done in his Youth, and the other 
in his advanced Age, together with another of his Wife, 
who is repreſented naked, and painted by Albert himſelf. 
The old Servant Maid of the Founder of this Collection 
has the Honour of appearing in it, being painted in a 
very maſterly Manner, by Andrea del Sario ; the Portraits 
of Raphael and Michael Angelo are alſo in this Cabinet, 
the former has a Countenance full of Sweetneis ; indeed 
Raphael endeared himſelf by his friendly Diſpoſition, his 
good Nature, and the Agreeableneſs of his Converſation. 
Here is alſo a Portrait of the Emperor Charles V. in the 
thirty-ſecond Year of his Age, by Chriſtopher Amberger, 
for which it is ſaid one thouſand Dollars have been 
offered. | 

Near this hangs the Picture of Sebaftian Munſter, the 
Coſmographer, by Holbeiv. The next is a beautiful 
Landſcape, by Sibbeto, remarkable for an Owl perched on 
a Rock; a great many Pictures by the Matters already 
mentioned, and likewiſe by Franciſco Parmegiano, Citacuio 
Miſerone, Lorenzo Sabbatino, Adamo Ligaſiro, Luke Cranach, 
Jacob Sprengler, George Amberger, Livinia Fomæna, an Ita- 
fan Lady. | ſhall not deſcribe the Pieces, the Names 
of the Artiſts, by whom they were painted, are ſufficient 
to raiſe a high Idea of their Value. 

Here are alſo a numerous Collection of Drawings and 
Deſigns, ſaid to be done by Michael Angelo, Raphael, Au- 
nibal Caraggis, Guilio Romano, Antonio Corregio, Ercole Pro- 
cacino, Andrea del Sarto, Baſſano, Caravaggio, Perino del 
Vago, Mantegna, Lorenzo Sabbatino, Micereno da Siena, Ho- 
ratio, Samachino, Bagnaccanalo Vecchio, {da Pontorno, and 
other celebrated Maſters; together with an immenſe 
Number of others, both ancient and modern; Models of 
Statues, Cameos, Intaglios, rough Gems, ancient . 
| | and. 
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and a conſiderable Number of Gold and Grecian Pieces 
of Coin. 

The Imhef Cabinet contains eve good Pieces of 
Painting, by Allen Durer, Palma, Paolo Veroneſe, and Titian; 
together with Medals, Sea Shells, Petrifactions, Minerals, 
Paintings 1 in Enamel, Turtiſo Arms and Colours, curious 
Books, Sc. 

The Ebermayerifb Cabinet contains Paintings, antique 
Images of Bronze, Corals, painted Glaſſes, Agate Veſ- 
= burning Glaſſes, and. Gems both rough and po- 

d. 


The Vollameriſo Cabinet of Curioſities exhibits alt 
Sorts. of Minerals, Petrifactions, marine Productions, 
Shells, Animals preſerved in Spirits of Wine, Inſects, 
curious Works in Ivory and Wax, burning Glaſſes and 
Paintings. This Collection is kept in a Summer-Houſe 
in the Ve/kamer's Garden, which is planted with a great 
Number of Phyſical Plants. In this Garden is an 
Obeliſk, decorated with Hieroglyphics on its four Sides, 
in Imitation of the Theodofian Obeliſk at Conſtantinople. 
It is one and twenty Feet and a Half high, and is cut 
out of one Block. 

Some Time ſince a Society was formed at Nurenterg, 


under: the Name of the Pegnitz Academy, with a View 


of improving and refining .the German Language and 
Poetry. The Scheme was not the beſt concerted, fo 
that at preſent” though the: Peguitæ Society ſtill ſabſiſts, 
they have made ſo ſmall a Progreſs in the Undertaking, 
that they ſeldom meet. 

The beſt Performers in vocal Muſick, generally hold 
their Meetings on Feſtivals, and perform even in private 
Houſes for a ſmall Fee. Muſick flouriſhes greatly in 
Num. 

Converſation with the Fair Sex is ander much greater 
Reſtraint in Narenberg, than in moſt other large Cities; 
a Stranger is harcly permitted to ſee them in their pri- 
vate Aſſemblies; and even the Natives of the Place, un- 
leſs particular Friends, are not admitted. — 

It is now ſome Years fince a good Porcelain Manufac- 
tory has been eſtabliſhed in this City. 

Thoſe who delight in mechanick Arts -and Manu- 
factures, may here abundantly gratify their — 
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It is now ſome Centuries ſince the Nurenberg Artiſts have 
been claſſed among the beſt in Germany; and, indeed, to 
exhibit the Merit of this City, in promoting and im- 
roving uſeful Knowlege of all Kinds, would afford 
Matter for a large Volume. 


Jan, &c. 
Nurenberg, Dec. 18, 1730. | 
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LETTER XCE 
The City of RaTisBON deſcribed. 


. | 


HE Diſtance between Nurenberg and Ratiſbon, is 
twelve German Miles, the laſt eight Miles of 

which is very craggy and uneven. A Mile on 

this Side of Rati/bor we croſſed the Naab, and a little be- 
ond it aſcended a ſteep Hill, from which we had a fine 
roſpect over the vaſt Plain on which Razgfher is ſituated. 
This free imperial City contains five different States 
within its Circuit, viz. the Cathedral of Rati/bon, the 
imperial Abby of St. Emmeran, the Lower Minfter, the 
Upper Minſter, and the City itſelf. This See is imme- 
diately ſubject to the Pope, without acknowledging any 
Metropolitan. In the Cathedral are- buried ſeveral 
Biſhops of Rati/bon ; and in the Middle ifle the Remains 
of Cardinal Phillipus, who died in the Year 1598, in the 
twenty-ſecond Year of his Age, are depoſited in a Mau- 
foleum finely decorated with Marble and Braſs Ornaments. 
On the left Hand, as you enter the Church, over the 
Tomb of Count Heber/iain, one of the Biſhops of Ra- 
tiſoon, is a Marble Baſs-Relief, repreſenting the mira- 
culous feeding of four thouſand Men ; and on the right 
Hand, in the Cathedral, a wooden Crucifix as big as 
Life, the Hair of which the credulous Vulgar believe 
- ; continues 
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continues growing. On the Towcr is the Stone Statue 
of a little Man, putting his Head in a Pot, and throwing 
himſelf down Headlong. This was the Fate of the Ar- 
chite& who built this Cathedral, who is ſaid to have pre- 
cipitated himſelf from the Top of it in a Rage, becauſe 
another Architect had undertaken, for a Wager, to build 
a Bridge over the Danube, before he could complete the 
Cathedral, and accordingly performed it ; but the whole 
Affair may be claſſed among Fables of the ſame Nature; 
for it may be eaſily ſhewn that the Cathedral and the 
Bridge over the Danube were built at different Times. 
The Aſcent to the 'Fop of the Tower is without Steps, 
that Beaſts of Burden may eafily go up and down, 
whence it is called the A Tauer. The largeſt Bell in the 
Cathedral weighs ninety-eight hundred Weight. 

The Church of Sr. Emmeran boaits of having, among 
its Reliques, the Body of St. Dionyſus, the Areopagite, 


which even the Monks of this Abby own to have been - 


ſtolen from the Abby of St. Denis in France. The 
Authenticity of this Relique has been confirmed by Pope 
Leo XI. in a particular Bull. 

On the great Altar is a capital Piece of the Martyr- 
dom of St. Emmeran, by Sandrart, valued at ten thouſand 
Guilders ; and in the old Chapel is a Portrait of the 
Virgin Mary, ſaid to be painted by St. Luke. On the 
Altar of St. Benedid, near Count Metternich's Monument, 
behind a Glaſs ſtands a Crucifix quite black, which they 
ſay came from the Croſs, and taking two Wax Tapers 
from the Altar, held them to the Eyes of St. Ramuold, 
who had been totally blind two Years, and immediately 
reſtored him to his Sight. 

The largeſt Church belonging to the Proteſtants of this 
City, is that of the holy Trinity. It is very lightſome, 
has an arched Roof, and the Joiſts are curiouſly inſerted 
into one another. It has no Pillars, and the Galleries reſt 
on the Abuttments projecting out of the Wall. In the 
new Pariſh Church the Miracle of healing the Man with 
the withered Hand, is finely painted by Block. Without 
this Church formerly ſtood a pretended miraculous Image 


of<the Virgin Mary, which was called the beautiful Mary, 


and was honoured with many Pilgrimages. The Romas 
Catholicks will have it, that this Image is (till kept pri- 
a vate 


ren en 


vate in ſome Part of the Church; and the Abbot Anuſeln 
chiefly attributes the long Proſperity of this City to its 
being in Poſſeſſion of this ſacred Image; but the Luthe 
rans, to whom this Church belongs, deny there being auy 
ſuch Image in it, and that their Adverſaries, in their 
Zeal for their Error may not attempt jome Fraud to pro- 
mote it, a Guard patroles round the Church every 
Night, and ſuffers no Body to fit on thu Steps, or to 
come near the Entrance of the Church. 

The Convent of St. Jacobus Scotorum has a good Li- 
brary, and the preſent Prior, Bernard Balllie, is a Man of 
Politeneſs and Learning. Such Roman Catholicks as are 
Natives of Scotland, are the only Perſons admitted into 
this Society; and thoſe of the greateſt Abilities are ſe- 
lected and ſent as Miſſionaries into their native Country, 
There is alſo a Seminary of the ſame Kind at Wurtzburg, 
and another at Erfurt. In the Ly OC to the 
Convent is a Latin Manuſcript of the four Evangeliſts, 
faid to have belonged to St. Auſcharius, who died in the 
Year 865; but the Hand-Writing ſeems to be more 
modern. From the introductory Account, it appears 
that this Manuſcript formerly belonged to the Cathedral 
of Bremen, and afterwards came into the Hands of 
Francis Wilkam, Count of Wertenrberg, who was: Biſhop of 
Ratiſben, Oſnabruck, Minden and Verden. Here is allo a 
Manuſcript Deſcription of the whole Dioceſe of Ratiſbon, 
in nine Volumes in Folio, finiſhed by Waferburg about 
the Year 1686; it is divided into Rati/bona docta, Reli- 
gioſa, Ecclefiaftica, &c. 

In the Jeſuits College has nothing particularly remark- 
able; and even their Library is mean. On the Cieling 
of the Church are ſome good Freſco Paintings: And 
ſmall Pieces of Sculpture in Ivory, on two Altars, are 
worth ' ſeeing, four of which repreſent ſome of the 
Actions of Ignatius Loyola, and the other four the Late of 
St. Francis Xavier. The Artift, who at preſent. is a 
Jeſnit of this College, was formerly called S/zirhard, 
and performed half this curious Work while he was a 
Layman, or in Jeculs, as it is commonly called; and for 
each of the firſt four Pieces he was rewarded with one 
hundred Dollars. | | TACIT 
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Among the civil Edifices of this City the Town Houſe 
is the moſt remarkable, in which the Council Chamber, 
together with thoſe of the Relation and Correlation, as 
they are termed, are the beſt Apartments. In the 
Council Chamber is a Head of the Emperor Leopold, very 
ingeniouſly drawn with a Pen on white Sattin, by Leonard 
Schenſeler, in the Year 1675. 

In the College of the Princes, the Stove is placed in the 
Center, under the Pavement. At one Side of the Hall 
ſtands a Clock, after the Model of that in the Minſter at 
Straſburg, in which the Quarters are ſtruck by ſeveral 
Figures, and every Hour the three Kings of the Ef 


make their Appearance, and pay their Obeiſance to the 


Virgin Mary and her Infant, till at laſt the Cock placed 
over them crows. The Side-boards in the Apartment, 
where the three Colleges of the Empire meet, now ſerve 
the Secretaries to lay their Hats and Canes on, inftead of 
the Wine and Sweetmeats with which the Members of 
the Diet uſed formerly to be regaled with at every Meet- 


ing. 
; Abe City of Ratiſbon has a good Library belonging to 
it in the Council Houſe, but contains more Books in the 
civil than municipal Law. | x 

In M. Erutinger's Houſe, oppoſite to the Council-Houſe, 
is a Piece repreſenting a ſingle Combat betwixt Haut 
Dollinger, a Knight of Nation, and one Craco a Saracen, 
done in Plaifter, and as big as Life. This Duel hap- 
pened in the Year 930 Over it is the Emperor Henry 
the Fowler, on Horſeback, with a Bird in his Hand. Here 
are ſtill ſhewn the Spears of both theſe Champions, to- 
gether with ſome old German Verſes on a Table covered 
with Parchment. | 

The Bridge over the Danube was begun in 1135, and 

completed in eleven Vears. It conſiſts of free Stone, 
reſting on Piles of Oak, driven to a conſiderable Depth 
in the Bed of the River. The Length of this Bridge is 
four hundred and ſeventy common Paces, or a thouſand 
and ninety one Feet; and conſiſts of fifteen Arches. It 
is commonly ſaid of the three principal Bridges in Ger- 
many, that Dreſien Bridge is the fineſt, that of Prague the 
longeſt, and that of Ratiſbon the ſtrongeſt. 


The 
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The juriſdiction of the City of Ratiſbon reaches no fur- 
ther than the End of the Bridge; and the Town of Am- 
beff, on the other Side of the River, belongs to the Elector 
of Bavaria. The Hoſpital of St. Katharine here has an 
annual Income of above eighty thouſand Guilders: and 
both the Governors, and Poor who are received into it, 
conſiſt of an equal Number of Papiſts and Proteſtants. 
Every Day ſixty three Perſons have conſtantly allowed 
them a Meat Dinner, and a light Supper at Night. Their 
uſual Drink is Beer, but on Holidays they have Wine. 
The Proteſtants have their own Church or Chapel here, 
which is not tolerated in any other Part of Bavaria: 
Maſs is however ſaid in it twice a Year, namely, on the 
Anniverſary of St. Katharine and St. Mary Magdalene. A 
Lutheran Miniſter preaches here every Monday, and alſo 
on Whitfun-Tueſday, With regard to Diet, the Pro- 
teſtants are obliged to put up with the {ame Fare as the 
Papiſts on Fiſh-Days ; — are permitted to dreſs Victuals 
- for themſelves, and to ſell their Allowance of Fiſh. 

At St. Veit, on the other Side of the Danube, a Quar- 
ter of a League from the City of Rat iſbon, ſtands the 
Carthufian Monaſtery of Pruel, in a charming Plain. The 
Monks here eat nothing but Fiſh and Vegetables, yet 
appear freſh and healthy, and many of them live to 
eighty and upwards. 'This Convent is within the E- 
letor of Bavaria's Territories, and, like the other Mo- 
naſteries in his Country, annually pay a conſiderable 
Acknowledgement to him for the Lands they hold: 
For the third Part of the ordinary Taxes by Aiſeſſment 
amounts to fifteen hundred Guilders, and the Compoſi- 
tion for Beer to five or ſix hundred more, They pay to 
the City of Rati/ſton, for every Caſk of Wine, a Duty of 
three Guilders and forty two Creutzers, by way of Toll. 

The Library belonging to this Convent deſerves No- 
tice; not ſo much on account of the Number or Value 
of the Books, which do not exceed ſeven thouſand, as of 
the Embelliſhments of the Apartment in which they are 
depoſited. The Pictures in the Gallery exhibit ſeveral 
Circumſtances of the Monaſtick Life; and between the 
Stucco-work and the Ceiling are the principal Writers 
of the Order. The Height of the Library ſeems to be 
eight and twenty or thirty Feet, but it has not a propor- 

| tionate 


R 4 T1 IS B ON. 309 


tionate Breadth. In the Church are fifteen beautiful 


Pieces of Painting, which repreſent the Life and Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt: many of which are by the ingenious 
Heiſs ; one 1 admired among theſe, is the 
taking of Chri down from the Croſs. Formerly this 
Convent was poſſeſſed of many other excellent Paintings, 
the beſt of which the Sqwedes carried off in the laſt thirty 
Years War, In the main Body of the Church are twelve 
fine capital Pieces, repreſenting the Life of John the Bap- 
tit; which, at the Deſire of their Envoys at Ratiſbon, 
were a Preſent from the Biſhops of Wurtzburgh, Eichſladt, 
and other eccleſiaſtical Princes. Ten of theſe Pictures 
were executed in the Netherlands, by Janſon, at the De- 
fire of Mr. Neuveforge, Envoy from the Duke of Bur- 
gundy at the Diet of Ratiſbon from the Year 1673 till 
i697. Among Janſon's Works, the beheading of John 
the Baptiſt, and the bringing his Head to Herod's Daugh- 
ter-in-law, are reckoned the beſt Pieces. 

At Rati/bon is ſtill living Mr. Wax/chlunger, a Native of 
Munich, and a famous Painter, who in his younger Years 
worked with uncommon Accuracy, particularly in re- 
preſenting Animals, in which he had few Equals. Se- 
veral Specimens of his Skill are to be ſeen at Mr. Barth's, 
Miniſter of St. Ofwaldkirche, who alſo is poſſeſſed of a 
conſiderable Collection of Copper-Plates. 

Count Werther, Envoy from the Elector of Triers, has 
a fine Collection of ancient and modern Gems, both 
Cameos and Intaglios; alſo a conſiderable Number of 
old Coins, and modern Medals: Among the latter is the 
Buſt of the Emperor Charles V. exactly reſembling the 
Picture of him, by Holbein, in M. Praun's Collection at 
Nurenberg. 

At M. Golgel's, the City Chamberlain, is a pretty Ca- 
binet of Petrifactions, Coins, Urns, Antiquities, Animals, 
and Paintings; among the laſt is Paul Rubens, with his 
Son when a Boy; this Piece was painted either by old 
Rabens himſelf, or his Diſciple Yan Dyke. Here is alſo a 
Caſket, ſaid to have formerly belonged to Frederick V. 
of Bohemia ; it is of Steel inlaid with Silver, and of the 
Shape of a Crown. Likewiſe a Greenland Canoe cover- 


ed with the Skins of Sea Dogs, and ſewed together with 
the Inteſtines of Fiſh, 


M. 
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M. Job. William Weinman, the Apothecary, has a con- 
ſiderable Collection of Sea Animals, Shells, Ores, Mi- 
nerals, various Sorts of Marble, and Petrifattians ; and, 

articularly, upwards of three thouſand Drawings and 
Pictures of Plants and Flowers ; among which are thirty 
Species of Aloes: The Fibres of its Leaves whilſt they 
continue moiſt, are as ſoft as Silk; and M. Weinman has 
cauſed Linen to be wove of them without Spinning. 
But he has not yet found out the Method of bleach- 
ing it. Many of the Ve- Indians uſe the Fibres of the 
Aloe Leaves for making Linen; and in the Collection 
of Sir Hans Sloane, at London, is a Kind of a Hammock of 
it, which the Indians hang up, between two Trees, to ſe- 
cure them from Beaſts 7 Prey. About half a League 
from this City, grows on the Oak Trees a Kind of 
moſſy Shrub, reſembling the fineſt Sort of Dendrites, and 
when thoroughly wet and ſpread out on a black Ground 
in the Form of a Tree, makes a very pretty Appearance. 

At M inſer, which is alſo half a League from Ratiſbon, 
in the Conduits of a Spring, is found a ſonorous Kind 
of white Stone, very much like that found at Ulbano, in 
the Territories of Padua. | 

Near Ambach, not far from Ratiſbon, are dug up very 
pretty Dendritæ, or Slates repreſenting Trees and Land- 
ſkips. | ; 
In the Parts about the Convent of Weldenburg, ſix 
Leagues from Ratiſbon, on the Side towards Ulm, are 
gathered Pe#ines, Couch, and other marine Petifactions, 
which are well preſerved in a white chalky Earth; of 
theſe and other natural Curioſities, M. S:ia/ikirchen of 
Ratiſbon, has a conſiderable Collection. 

Near the Convent of Prufiingen, half a League from 
Ratiſbon, is found a rich Iron Ore, which is a Kind of 
Ferrum Nativun, and 1s prepared in the Earth by Nature, 
in a Variety of rugged Pieces. The Jeſuits of Inga/ftadt 
have cauſed great Quantities of this native Iron to be 
dug up and worked in Forges. | 

At Bach, three Miles from Ratiſbou, beyond Stan, and 
on the Side towards /enna, is found a Kind of Amethyſt, 
which may be uſed as a Phoſphorus when laid on a hot 
Stove: And by a ſuitable Preparation a Bononian Stone 
may be made of it; for the Subſtance of this Stone en- 
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tirely reſembles that of Bologna, except being of a Violet 
Colour. From the green Tinge diſcernible in it, ſome 
Naturaliſts in their Collections call it Amethyſtus Smaragdo 
viridi permixtus. Upon pulverizing this Stone, and put- 
ting ſome of it into a Veſſel over the Fire, or ſprinkling 
it over a red-hot Iron Shovel, it emits a beautiful pale 
blue Flame with ſome Ebullitions. If large Pieces of it 
be laid over a Fire they exhibit the ſame beautiful 
Appearance. | 

Mr. George Andrew Agricola, the City Phyſician, has 
acquired great Reputation, not only in Germany, but alſo 
in foreign Countries, by his Treatiſe on the univerſal 
Increaſe of 'Trees, which was publiſhed in two Parts, in 
Folio, in the Year 1716. Some, from Ignorance, and 
others from Malice, have mi{-repreſented the Doctor's 
Scheme, and reported, that he pretended to produce 
Foreſts of large Trees on any Spot of Ground, and in- 
ſtantly to raiſe a full grown Tree from a Twig in a hot 
Houſe. | 

Every Citizen of Ratiſbon annually pays fifty-ſix 
Creutzers per Cent for his Effects, or Houſe: A Perſon 
who buys a Piece of waſte Ground, or an old Houſe, 
for five hundred Dollars, and lays out twenty thouſand 
Dollars, or more, in repairing it, is taxed only five Dol- 
lars annually, as long as it remains in the Poſſeſſion of 


ſuch a Perſon, or his Heirs ; but if the Houſe be fold, 


the Quota of the Tax, or Contribution, is regulated by 
the Price given for it by the new Purchaſer: Thus 2 
wealthy Citizen may greatly benefit his Children, by 
laying out Part of his Fortune in buying, or repairing 
old Houſes, and letting them to Tenants, who will never 
be wanting as long as the Diet is held there. This In- 
dulgence contribute greatly to the Beauty of the City, 
for a great deal more bey is laid out in Building than 
would probably be otherwite expended. The total Va- 
lue of all other Effects are annually ſworn to by every 
Burgher, before five Commiſſioners of the Taxes, who 
are alſo ſworn to Secrecy, with regard to the Circum- 
ſtances of every Individval, which by this Means come 
to their Knowledge. I ſha!l conclude this Letter with 
an odd Cuſtom, which prevails at the Peaſants Weddings 
in the Villages about Ration. When the Brideſman, 3 
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the Concluſion of the Ceremony, attends the Bridegroom 
from the Altar to the Pew, he pulls him by the Hairs, and 
ives a Box on the Ear, to remind him of the Exhortation 
of the Prieſt, with regard to the Duty he owes to his 
Wife, and make him remember the Marriage Contract. 


Ratiſbon, Jan. 10, 
1731. 


Jam, &c, 


LETTER XC. 
Of the preſent State of the general Diet af RaTIsBOX. 


SIR, 

JF T will be unneceſſary to trouble you with a tedious 
1 Account of the Diet held at Ratiſton, as it has been 

deſcribed in ſeveral printed Tracts; it will therefore 
be ſufficient to ſubmit to your Candor ſome Animadver- 
fions of my own, or ſuch as have been communicated to 
me. I ſhall begin with the Head of this Aſſembly of 
the Empire. The principal imperial Commiſſioner, by 
Virtue of his Office, takes Place of all the Emperor's 
Ambaſſadors, or others, except the Envoy from the 
Court of Rome, he being here in the Repreſentation of 
the Head of the German Empire. His Credentials are 
ſtiled Decretum Commiſſoriale, and ſigned by the Emperor, 
which he ſends by a Gentleman of Rank to the En- 
voy of the Elector of Mentæ, who pubiſhes it Per dictatu- 
rum. He returns no Viſits, nor does he give the Title of 
Excellence to any of the Envoys, not even to thoſe of 
the Electors. When any Envoy from an electoral Prince 


pays him a Viſit, he orders him to be received at his 
Coach Door by four Gentlemen, two Pages, and a Har- 
inger; and meets him at the Door of the ſecond Anti- 
Chamber, walking back. a little before on the right 
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Hand of the Envoy. The ſame Superioritx he aſſumes 
in reconducting him. His Audience Chair is under a 
Canopy, over which is the Emperor's Picture. The 
Floor is covered with a. Carpet, on the Edge of which 
ſtand the Chairs of the electoral Envoy. The Elector 
of Mentz's Envoy always gives Notice, whether he comes 
as electoral Envoy, or as:Deputatus- Imperii, to lay before- 
him the Opinion of the Diet. In the laſt Caſe he is ro- 
ceived by five Gentlemen belonging to the principal 
Commiſſioner. The Envoys of the Directors of the Col- 
lege of Princes, enjoy almoſt an equal Honour with rhoſe 
of the Electors; a Diſtinction which is however proteſted” 
againſt by the ancient Princes. They are likewiſe diſ- 
ſatisfied, becauſe the Gentlemen belonging to the chief 
imperial Commiſſioners, do not give their Envoys the 
Title of Excellency. As to thoſe of Electors, there are 
likewiſe further Difficulties about the Title of Excellency, 
between the electoral Envoys and the principal Com- 
miſſioner; for, according to the Cuſtom of Vienna, he 
gives the Title of Excellency. to the Envoys of Bohemia 
and Auſtria, who are always of the Emperor's Privy 
Council, and likewiſe to the Commiſſary, but not to the 
electoral Envoys. On this Account they deſire not to 
be invited to any Entertainment, when ſuch Perſons are 
to be preſent as he honours with the Title of Excelleney, 
which the imperial Commiſſioner punctually obſerves. 
Notwithſtanding theſe: Diſputes about Precedency, the 
rincipal Commiſſioner's Table is always well filled wich 
eigners, Canons, and Perſons of Diſtinction, Who 

pen to travel that Way. 

fides the Differences I have already mentioned, the' 
electoral Evoys infiſt, that the principal imperial Com- 


' miffioner ſhoud notify his Arrival to them by his firſt 


Gentleman only. 

But the preſent high Commiſſioner has paid that Com- 
liment to the Envoys of ſome of the ancient Princes, 
ignifying, at the ſame Time, that there was no Diffe- 

ence of Rank among his Gentlemen. 

The annual Income of the high Commiſſioner amounts 
to twenty-four thouſand Rheniſo Guilders, paid him out 
of the imperial Revenues, and twelve thouſand out of the 
Emperor's privy Purſe, His immediate Succeſſor was the 

Vo“. Iv. 9 Cardinal 
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Cardinal Saxe-Zeiix, who was educated in the Proteſtant 
Religion, but afterwards exerted himſelf with ſo much 
Zeal for the Propagation of Popery, that'the Number of 
Perſons, brought over to that Communion by his Means 
here, and in Hungary, is faid to be at leaft twenty thou- 


ſand. All his Servants and Officers exactly followed 


His Example in this Particular. 
Towards the Cloſe of the laſt Century, it was agreed 


between the Commiſſioner, and the electoral Envoys, 


and has ſince been ratified, that they thall give each other 


the Title of Excellency, arid that the latter ſhall pay the 
firſt Viſit to the Commiſſioner; on the Arrival of a new 
electoral Envoy, a Day is appointed for paying the firſt 


Viſit to the Commiſſioner, and for receiving the Viſit in 
Return; but from the other electoral Envoy, to whom he 
has notified his Arrival, he receives the firſt Viſit. The 
Envoy,” who is newly arrived, pays his firſt Viſit, to the 
other Commiſſioner, about eight o'Clock in the Morning; 
and an Hour after the Viſit is returned. In regard to 
the Number of Horſes to a Coach, -there is this Diffe- 
rence in the Deputations ; when the evangelical Body 
makes the firſt Remonſtrance to the imperial high Com- 
miſſioner by two. Envoys of Electors, two of Princes, and 
two of Cities; thoſe of the Electors go with fix horſes, 
but thoſe of the Cities only with two. 

The Envoys at Rati/en, as Repreſentatives of Electors, 
have very loſty Ideas of their Office and Dignity, and 
aſſume ſuch State, that when the Widow of Duke 
Frederick Henry of Saxe-ZLeitz, a Princeſs of the Houſe of 
Holftein Wicjenburg, came to pay a Viſit to the Cardinal of 
Saxe-Zeitz her Brother in Law, her Highneſs could but 


very ſeldom appear in Publick, becauſe the Ladies of 


the eleQoral Envoys took the Precedency of her. The 


eleQoral Envoys were alſo for taking the right Hand 


of a Bavarian Prince, and likewiſe of a Prince of the 
Houſe of Wittenberg. If ſovereign Princes of Germany 
attend at the Diet themſclves, they fit in the College, 


above all the Envoys of Princes; but the Envoys of Arfiria, 


Burgundy, and Saltſburg have, by Preſcription, exempted 


th mſelves from this Rule, and always maintained the 


Precedency, ſo that the Ho/fzin Envoys never affift at the 
College, when a Seſſion is held. In the Treaty of Friend- 
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ſrip and Union, concluded in the Year 1727, betwixt 


the Houſes of Brunſwick Wolfenbutile, and Wurtenberg, to 


which the King of Sweden acceded in the Year 1729, as | 
Duke of Pomerania, it was ſtipulated, that the ancient 


Prince ſhould give the new Princes, according to the 
Difference of their Family the Stile of 1/u/rieus, and 
high Born, or high Born alone, and that the former ſhould 


be termed moſt illuftrious by the latter. It was further 


concluded by the unanimous Conſent of the ancient Prin- 
ces to proteſt both at the Diet, and at the imperial Court, 


againſt the partly new Ceremonial obſerved by the impe- 


rial principal Commilſioners, and the electoral Envoys 


of Princes, ſhould give one another the Title of Excel- 


lency ; but the imperial Commiſhoners, and the ele&oral 


Envoys, ſcrupulouſly adhered to their uſual Ceremonial. 
Foreigners make no Difference, but give them all the 


Title of Excellency ; yet the Envoy from the Elector of 


Envoys of Princes, and defired him not to be too libe- 
ral with that Title at his Table. — 
The City preſents the high Commiſſioner, on his Ar- 


val, with a Waggon, painted with Red and White, loaded 


with ſeveral Caſks of different Sorts of Wine, and in an- 


other Waggon, painted in the ſame Manner, ſixteen Sacks 
of Barley. All the City-Officers, attend on thoſe Occa- ' 
ſions, cloathed in an Uniform. Befides theſe Preſents, the 
City ſends two large Tubs of fine Fiſh of divers Kinds. 


The electoral Envoys alſo receive a Preſent from the City, 


but this conſiſts only of a Baſket of Fiſh, and ſome Wine, 


brought in large Tin Cans by twenty-four Perſons, 
drefled in the abovementioned Uniform, or City Livery. 


When the Deputies of che Cities pay the firſt Viſit to the 


Envoys of Princes, after the Notification of their Arrival, 


they alſo give them to underſtand, that the uſual Preſents - 


are ready, and only their Order wanting for them to be 
brought; but the Anſwer of the Princes Envoys is, that 
they acknowledge the Preſent as though received, but 
decline the Favour, becauſe it 1s preſcribed in the old 
Records of the City, that a leſs Quantity is to be ſent to 


them than the eleQoral Envoys, and without any Fiſh. ' 
The City is not at all diſpleaſed, that theſe Preſents are | 


1 P 2 refuſed 


reprimanded a Centleman, who often uſed to 
dine with him, for giving the Title of Excellency to the 
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refaſed. TWo Thirds of the Gratuities, given when ſuch. 
Preſents are delivered, belong to the Clerk, Who gives 
Natice of their being ſent, and the Reſt divided among 
the Porters. | 

The Reſidents of foreign States have no Preſent, unleſs 

they are inveſted with the publick Character of Envoy, 
lately introduced by the French, or rather the Title of 
Miniſter, as was the Caſe, not long ſince, with regard to 
thoſe ſent from France, England, and, Holland. The latter 
indeed did- not. receive the Preſent, till after his ſecond 
Arrival at Rati/bon, when he brought with him the Title 
of Miniſter ; whereas before he was only Reſident, and 
then ſeldom. appeared in. Publick, refufing to give the 
electoral Envoys the Title of Excelleney, unleſs they 
honoured: him with the ſame, But this Punctilio he has 
at preſent adjuſted, aſter the Example of the Miniſters 
from France and England; tho? that of France is very ſpar- 
ing of the Word Excelleney, uſing it only, when he takes 
Leave of Company; for at all other Times he ſtyles them 
Momſieur de Brandenburg, Monfteur de Saxe, &c. 
The Envoys from the States of the Empire, beſide their 
proper Credentials, which are delivered to the Envoy 
of Meniz, bring with them alſo a Letter directed to the 
high Commiſſioner of the Emperor, in which it is only 
notiſied, that ſuch and ſuch Perſons, being ſent as Envoys 
to Rati/bon,. his Highneſs is deſired to grant them Audi- 
ence at a proper Opportunity. The Envoys from the 
Elector of having twice brought no ſuch Letter, 
the Commiſſioner wrote to Vienna about it, and received 
Orders, not to invite thoſe Envoys either on publick En- 
tertainments,. or on any other Occaſions, which has been. 
generally obſerved. : 

The Envoy. from the Elector of Mente maintains, 
that he is a Repreſentative in a double Capacity; and 
accordingly, beſides the Delivery of Credentials to him as 
Director, he requires a Notification as EleQtor of Mentx. 
He alſo pretends, that when an Envoy retires, and ap- 
points a Proxy, ſuch Delegation ſhall not only be appointed 
in the City, but alſo be notified to him, before the De- 

rture of the Envoy. For the Neglect of this Form, 
— did not ſignify to the Directors of the College of 
Princes, that Baron Von Rec, who was ſent for with all 

Expedition, 
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Expedition, to aſſiſt at the Congreſs of Cambray, had 
appointed Baron von Dieden the Elector of Brumauic is 
Envoy, as his Proxy for Saxe-Lanenburg and Blanken ; 
and when the latter acquainted the College of Princes, 
that he not only appeared in his own Character as before, 
but alſo was impowered to vote for the abſent Envoy, 
the Directors of Mentz would not admit of it. And this 
gave Occaſion to a Debate upon the new Pretenſion of 
the Mertz Envoy, when moſt of the Members preſent 
ſided with Baron Dieden, who proteſted againſt this Inno- 
vation; but the Directors, being unwilling to give any 
Offence to the Elector of Menta, defired that this Proteit 
might not de entered, as Baron wor Dieden was otherwiſe 
duly qualified to vote in the College of Princes. 

Some extraordinary Diſputes aroſe, during the Vacancy 
of che See of Mentz, on Account of the Directorſhip; 
und as this was the Cafe in March 1729, the Miniſters of 
Dexony, Triers, and Cologne made feveral Motions; but 
the Miniſter of Mentx fent an Inhibition to all Envoys 
not to appear, till the DiRatorſhip of Menrtz was again 
filled up. Upon this, the Minifter of 8axozy fent M. 
Ollen, the Envoy of Mentz, a Proteſt againſt it to his 
Houſe, end the latter returned a Counter-protet, to 
which the former made a Reply. But as theie Diſputes 
Interrupted all other Bufineſfs, it was reſolved to adjourn, 
and wait till the Vacancy in the See of Mens thould be 
ſupplied, and as foon as this happened, after warm De- 
dates on the ſame Subject, the Affair ſubſided, and the Direc- 
torſtup of the Diet is ſtill lodged in the Elector of Menrs. 
In the Protocol of the College of Princes Auguſt 4 1727, 
it appears that the Power of the Archbiſhop of Salfſburg, 
for continuing the Co-Directorſhip, was allowed in the 
College of Princes; which Privilege the Electors would 
never grant to the Archbiſhop of Mantx in their College. 

In che College of Electors, their Envoys ſit with their 
Hats on, but they uncover, whenever they ſtand up to 

In the Council of Princes, none Keeps his Hat 
. on; and in voting, the Proxies continue in their own 
Seats, without removing to- thoſe of their Conſtituents. 

As both on Account of ſuch Delegations, and of 
faving Part of the Expence, many States favour the 
Envoys of others, who are already at Rutiſbon, it often 
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happens, that one Envoy has ſeveral Votes. by being 
Proxy for others; as ſome Years ago, Baron Plettenburg 
bad thirteen Votes, among which were five for Electors, 
| beſides the Directorſhip. It is cuſtomary for many, among 
the Roman Catholick imperial Cities in particular, to give 
their ſeveral Delegations to one Envoy, but with a mo- 
derate Allowance. The imperial Cities commonly depute 
the Counſellors of the City of Rati/bon ; and as Gg/lar, 
Dluklbauſen, and Norabauſen give no Allowance to their 
Deputies, the Council of Ratiſbon always confers this Cha- 
racter on one of their own Members. 

Several Envoys, and particularly thoſe of the Duke of 
Wartenberg, have for ſome Time been abſent from the 
Diet, and their Place in the mean Time ſupplied by a 
Secretary of Legation ; nor have Inſtances been wanting 
of the Poſt of Envoy being vacant a long Time, in order 
to ſave Expence ; and the State in the mean Time in- 
formed of the Tranſactions of the Diet by the Secretaries 
of Legation. But the other Envoys finding, by ſuch a 
Practice, their Number would be very much diminiſhed, 
and conſequently prove detrimental to the publick Wel- 
fare, it was reſolved, that no Secretary of Legation, in 
the Abſence of the Envoy, ſhould be preſent at publick 
Entries. Lg 
The Envoys indeed regulate their Conduct by the 
Inſtructions of their reſpective Courts: However, Caſes 
may happen, in which Favour may be ſhewn to a Party, 
even contrary to ſuch Inſtructions ; namely, when it is 
agreed with other Envoys to acquieſce in the Majority 
of Voices, from which the Envoys are, not often willing 
to diſſent. 75 | | 
Several Envoys from Princes of the Empire are di- 
rected to conform to the Vote of the Aufirian En- 
voy. | 
| = the great Number of Repreſentatives, and their 
different Talents, it is eaſy to imagine, that a proper 
Secrecy in the Diet is not always obſerved. The Secre- 
taries are indeed neither admitted into the next Rooms, 
nor at the Conferences of the Evangelick Body; yet the 

Tranſactions in both are ſoon known. | 
With regard to the deciſive Vote of the imperial 
Cities in the Diet, ſome improperly compare it » : 
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Zell without a Clapper, though the Efficacy of their 
Vote is very much limited. | 

Several conſtitutional Writers confound a Reſolution 
of the Diet with a Concluſum trium Collegiorum ; though 
they are properly two very different Things: The for- 
mer is the Opinion or Reſolution of the States on any 
Affair ordered to be previouſly laid before them by the 
Emperor; but without this Circumſtance, an Act of the 
States here aſſembled is termed concliſum trium Collegio- 
rum, and is only notified to the Emperor's high Com- 
miſſions. £3 

Ic is a Queſtion with ſome, whether the continual Sit- 
ting of a Diet be advantageous or not to the Emperor 
and the Empire: For my own Part, I cannot fee why 
it may not be anſwered in the Affirmative. The Em- 
peror's Miniſter is always maintaining, that the Advan- 
tages are wholly on the Side of the Germanick Body, and 
that the Charges of. the Diet to the Houſe of 4uria 
amount to upwards of a hundred thouſand Dollars a 
Year. But it is evident, that it is no leſs for the Em- 
Peror's Advantage, as otherwiſe he muſt on every Oc- 
caſion be obliged, at a very great Expence, to ſend an 
| Envoy to every Court, of whoſe Aſſiſtance he may, on 
any Emergency, fland in need: Beſides, it would be 
hardly pofible for the ſmall States of Germany to defend 
themſelves againſt the great and potent Houſes, Per- 
haps one or two of the moſt powerful States might find 

their Account in the Diſſolution of the Diet, but the 
general Good of the Germanick Body would inevitably 
uffer by it; and the Conſequence would . be no other 
than abſolute Anarchy. | 

Another Queſtion is, whether the City of Ratiſbon 
reaps any great Advantage from the Diet being held 
there. If the Money that is ſpent in it on that Occaſion 
be only conſidered, it unqueſtionably ſeems to be of 
Service to it. But the Advantages accruing to Ratiſbon 
are not fo confiderable as they are generally imagined, 
if ſeveral concomitant Circumſtances be taken into the 
Account. 

For firſt, the City apprehends, that by too common an 
Abuſe of the Exemption from paying the uſual Duties, 
with which the Envoys are priviledged, their Domeſticks 
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under that Sanction often import Goods, which are the 
Property of the trading Inhabitants, to the great Pre- 
zodice of the Revenues of the City. The tity of 
{Proviſions brought over the Danube Bridge in ſeven Days, 
with Permits, as for the Vie of the Envoys, frequently 
amounts to the Value of eighteen hundred or two thou- 
fand Guilders. Beſides, ſeveral of the Pop; Envoys are 
© partial and biggoted, that they ſend for all their Pro- 
viſions, and other Neceſſaries, from other Places in 
* Bawaria, that Natisbon, which is a Proteſtant City, may 
reap as little Benefit as poſſible from them. 

The great Number of Protections gwen by ſome En- 
voys 1s a further Prejudice to the City ; for a certain En- 
voy had no leſs than fifty Perſons who ſtiled themſelves 
of his Retinue, and, conſequently, paid no Duties or 
Taxes ; though at the ſame Time they kept Shops, and 
publickly exerciſed Trades. : 

Foreigners can never be at a Loſs for Amuſements at 
Ratishon, as they have free Acceſs to the Canoneſe's 
daily Aſſemblies, and a great Variety of Entertainments. 
Thoſe Gentlemen, who are fond of Gaming, will alfo 
meet with Perſons here ready to gratify their Diſpoſition ; 
For it is not unknown how far an immoderate Paſſion for 
this Diverſion has carried ſome Nation Ladies. As the 
States of the Empire, who ſend Envoys to the Diet are 
very numerous, and as every Court ſends freſh In- 
NevRions to its reſpective Envoys when any new Affair 
comes on the Tapis, the Envoys amidſt fo many Vaca- 
Lions, or Adjournments of the Diet, cannot be ſaid to 
have a very fatiguing Employment. 

I had almoſt forgot to mention, that there are no 
compleat Records, or Archives, kept at Ratiſbon, of the 
Tranſactions of the Envoys of any _ State, which 
would be very proper; and that the moſt ancient Docu- 
ments to be found there, go no farther back than the 
Year 1054. That of the Brandenburg Envoys, however, 
exceed moſt others; but thoſe of Wurtemburg are the 
beſt Records, owing to the Application and Judgment of 
Mr. Sturm, the Secretary of Legation to that City. 

As to the Treaty of Weftphalia, Stutgard muſt be poſſeſſed 
of very valuable Accounts of it, the Wurtemberg Envoy 
having at that Timg had a Share in the moſt * 

ran. 
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Tranſactions, and left behind him thirty Volumes in- 
Folio, full of Memoirs and Narratives. | 

Before I conclude, I ſhall give an Account, as you da- 
fired, of the Change of Religion, and the Death of Count 
Metternich, the late Envoy from Brandenburg. This 
Gentleman ſet out on good Principles, always declaring 
for Moderation, and oppoling all Perſecution on Ac- 
count of Religion, as contrary to natural Juſtice ; but 
he too ſoon abandoned this moderate Opinion, and be- 
came a Latitudinarian in his Principles; till at laſt his 
Avarice and Ambition carried him to greater Lengths 
than be ever thought he ſhould have . His Thi 
after Riches ind him to believe, that a conſiderable 
Advantage might be made by the Purchaſe of an Eſtate 
in Bohemia; 10 that both he and his Brother, Bar 
Metternich, together with General Regal, the Count's 
Son- in- law, were drawn in to lay out beſt Part of their 
Fortunes on this Eſtate. It was indeed of a very 1 
Extent; but the Situation none of the moſt agreeable, 
and the Soil far from being noted for its Fertility. The 
Intention of this Triumvirate was, that the Eſtate ſhould 
be held by Count Mitternich's Son, who had embraced 
the Roman Catholick Religion; but Providence baffled. 
this ambitious Scheme; for he died ſoon after, in the 
Bloom of Youth. | 


| 4 am, &c.. 
Ratiſpon, Feb. 11. 
17 31. 
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* Tourney from RAT1ISBON to HEILBRUNN:. 
4 | + A = | ? 
r | 

L HE Diſtance between Ratiſson and Ingolftadt is 
| five Poſt Stages, and the Road lies all the Way 
through a fine Plain. Hrgo/fadt is remarkable 
for the Beauty of its Buildings, its ſtrait broad Streets, 
and, among Roman Catholicks, for the Univerſity founded 
there. The Number of Students at preſent is about ſeven 
or eight hundred, — which are thirty Gentlemen. 
The Jeſuits have likewiſe a particular Academy in this 
City; their whole Society, Prieſts, Profeſſors, and other 
Maſters included; generally amount to at leaſt to a hun- 
dred and fifty Perſons. Their Library, which was founded 
by Aprian the Mathematician, is eighty Paces in Length, 
and has a Gallery round the upper Part of the Structure. 
It is embelliſhed with good Sculpture in Oak, and on 
the Cieling are the Portraits of Bellarmine, and other 
celebrated Jeſuits, ſo that the whole is very well worth 
ſeeing. At the Entrance are the Portraits of ſeveral 
Feſuits dreſſed like Mandarins, and other Habits worn by 
them in foreign Countries, as Miſſionaries. Adjoining to 
this, is Father Urban's Collection of Curioſities, in a large 
beautiful Apartment. It exhibits-a Variety of foreign. 
Arms, Habits, Utenfils, Antiquities, Manuſcripts, Ani- 
mals, Pictures, Shells, optical and other mathematical 
Inſtruments; but theſe Curioſities, for the moſt Part, 
lie confuſed, and not arranged in any Order; either 
becauſe Father Urban's Uneaſineſs rendered them leſs 
ſollicitous about them, or becauſe the other Jeſuits, in 
order to mortify Father Urban, whom they always call a 
ſtrange ſelf-conceited Humouriſt, neglected theſe Things 
as contemptible Trifles. The Duke of Marlborough — 
them 
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them a Preſent of a Piece of a Skull, ſaid: to belong to 


Oliver Cromwell; but I much doubt the Authenticity. of 
this Relick ; no leſs ſuſpicious is a Braſs military Enſign 


of the Romans, being a ſpread Eagle with a Crown. over 
each Head, the Origin of the double imperial Eagle being 
probably of a more modern Date. The beſt and molt. 
valuable Piece, belonging to this Collection, Father 


Urban has in his own Chamber, where he is kept as a 


cloſe Priſoner. Re 


In the parochial Church at Iagelaſtadt is ſhewn an 
Image of the Virgin Mary, before which, kneels one of 
the Rives of France in a long blue Robe diſſeminated 
with yellow Lilies. The whole Work, including the 
Pedeſtal, is about a Foot and a Half high, of pure Gold, 
and embelliſhed with Enamel. and | Jewels, and is valued 
at upwards of a hundred-thouſand, Guilders. Probably 
this was a Gift of Charles VI. King of France, who 
married  E/;zzaberh, a Siſter of Lyudowvicus Barbatus Duke 


of Bavaria: At the ſame Time he preſented a ſmaller 


Image of the Archangel Michael with a Ballance in his 
Hand, which alſo conſiſts of Gold Enamel, and precious 
Stones. | . 
Neuburg, the Capital of the Dutchy of the ſame Name, 
is a League and , a Half from Iagolaſladt. It is a hand- 


ſome Town, pleaſantly. ſituated, and contains the ducal 


Palace, particularly remarkable for a ſine Hall. | 
On the Road from Neuburg towards Donawerth lies, 
on the right Hand, Part of the Biſhoprick of Aichſtadt, 


with the Earldom of Pappenbeim. Both Countries are 


famous in natural Hiſtory for Dendrites, or a Kind of 
white Slate, on which are Repreſentations of Trees; as 
alſo for the Crabs and other Fiſh frequently to be met 
with in the Quarries whence this Slate is dug. With re- 


gard to the Landſcapes and Trees, they are generally 
cauſed by a corroſive Spirit; which inſinuating itſelf into 
the Fiſſures and Interſtices of the Stone, runs into the 


fineſt irregular Lines. I have, in my Poſſeſſion, a beau - 
tiful petrified Fiſh, found in Pappenheim, which is ſur- 


rounded on all Hands with ſmall Trees, and ſeems pro-. 
bable to me, that the Slime indurating gradually ſo as to 


petrify, compreſſed the Fiſh ; and that the Juices iſſuing 


from it, formed the aboveſaid Ramifications. Several of 
P 6 theſe 
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theſe 2 Fiſh have the Head and Fore- part of the 
Body over the Tail; which probably proceeded 
From the Struggling of the Fiſh, in order to extricate it- 
t 


ſelf at firft from Slime. The Bones of theſe Pap- 


pertheim and Hichftadt 'Fiſh are of a light brown Colour. 


One Sort of the petrified Crabs found at Hichſladt, re- 
ſembles che River Cray-fifh, pay =o their Legs are 
very long, like the hinder-ones of a Graſshopper. The 
are found alive in the Auriatict, and are a ties of 
Marcus, called Pagurus. I obſerved two very beautiful 
etrified Cray-fiſh of this Kind, in M. Gels Cabinet at 


Among the other Petrifactions of Archftad?, are ſeveral 
Cornua y Amt Vermes Marini, Owvaria Piſeium, Cochleæ 
Umbilicate, Stellæ Marinæ, Radioſee Minores, Lacerte, 
Folia Prunorum Siiveſlrium, Folium Ceterach, Adiantum Ni- 
2 namely, Ruta Muraria, Filix Pinnailis Dentatis, 

richomanes, Filicula, Cotyledon, . Sedum Alpinum Majus, 
Folium Lauro, &c. beautiful Specimens 'of all which may 
be ſeen in Zannicbelli's Cabinet at Venice. 

In this Country are alſo ſeveral Antiquities, particular- 
ly at Altmahl, where many of thoſe of the ancient Romans 
may be feen. th 

From Neuburg to Donawerth is a Stage and a Half, 
The latter is a well built Place, and famous for the 
Victory obtained by the Confederates over the Bavarian: 
at the Beginning of this Century. The Memory of it 
3s preſerved on ſeveral Medals, 133 one ſtruck in 
Honour of Prince Augufius Ferdinand, of Brunſwick 
Wolfenbuithe, who, after forcing the Schellenberg Camp 
near Donawerth, was killed in the Action, Fuly 2, 1704. 

Two Miles from Donazverth lie Hochſtadt and Blenbeim; 
Places which will never be forgotten, on Account of the 
Victory obtained in the ſame Year, by the Confederates. 
over the united Armies of the French and Bavarians, 
But the Field of Battle is deftitute of any Monument 
Whatever. | | 

Several Medals were ſtruck on this Occaſion ; but the 
nobleſt Monument which ever any General could boaſt 
of, was erected at the publick Expence, to the Duke of 
Mar}borough, namely, Blenbeim Houſe, fix bo fr a 
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from. Oxford; which is ſaid to have coſt the Engib Na- 
tion upwards of a Million ſterling. 

Krailſbeim is a Poſt Town of Auſnach, and remarkable 
on Account of the Dean's Library ; in which, among 
others, is a Latin Manuſcript of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, formerly belonging to the Library of Maithias 
Corwinus, as may be concluded from his Picture, and 
ſome Ravens with which the Binding is ornamented. 
That Text in St. Fobr's firſt Epiſtle, concerning the three — 
Witneſſes, is not in this Manuſcript. The Country of j 
Anspach is fertile, where, by erecting more Manufactoriea, | 
the Zaulel Wool might be employed to very great Ad- | 
vantage, being extremely fine and ſoft, and -of it are 
made Hats and Stockings. This Wool grows on a ſmall 
Sort of Sheep, which are ſhorn twice a Year, and alſo 
ean every Spring and Autumn, They often bring two 
Lambs at a Time, but theſe are apt to degenerate. 
Their Fleſh is fatter, and better taſted than that of 
another Kind bred here, called F/i45 Sheep, which 
yield a long cqarſe Wool; but at the ſame Time are 
more hardy than the Zaubel Sort, the latter being ſo 
tender, that they are never left in the open Air during 
the Night. There is, indeed, no venturing with Safety 
any Flocks in the Fields all Night, on Account of the 

eat Number of Wolves which harbour in the neigh- 
Fake Woods. Though ſeveral of theſe Animals have 
been deſtroyed, yet they are not ſuffered to be entirely 
extirpated, that the great Men of the Country may not 
be deprived of the Pleaſure of Wolf Hunting. 

In the Diftrit of Krai/heim are made large Quantities 
of Saltpetre and Pot-Aſhes. In ſeveral Parts of this 
Margraviate are found regular Vems of Agate, Chal- 
cedony, and Sardonyx, which, in Hardnefs, are equal to 
the Oriental, but are full of Flaws, and yield no Luftre. 

At Anſpach is made a particular Sort of Porcelain, 
which hitherto indeed has had a good Vent, but brings 
in very little Profit, as it is not framed, but managed by 
fome Overſeers appointed by the Prince. | 

They are making ſome new Additions to the Palace at 
Anspach. In St. Hubert's Cathedral is a Picture painted — 
before the Reformation, repreſenting a Groupe of Prieſts | 
feaſting with ſeveral Women, and the Devil — 
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the Diſhes to Table. In this Church is alſo interred the 
celebrated Linnæus. In the Record Office of Auſpach 
are ſeveral valuable. authentick Pieces, particularly re- 
ating to the Hiſtory of Lutheraniſin; yet not a few of 
them were, at the Beginning of the thirty Years War, 
carried away to Leipfick, and no Account could fince be 
procured of them. 

In the Parts about Gei//ingen and Hall, in Seawabia, Job- 
ſerved that the Peaſants, on Sundays and Holidays, wear a 
Kind of Linen Bands, hke thoſe uſually worn by the 
Clergy of ſeveral: imperial Cities. The Territory be- 
longing to the City of Hall is encloſed with a Trench, 
and Towers erected at the Entrances into it. As it is a 
mountainous and marſhy Country, it was not much 
troubled with the marching of Troops through it in the 
laſt War. The City of Hall, ſome Years ago, ſuffered 
eonſiderably by Fire; but it has ſince entirely recovered 
_ itſelf, particularly the Place where the Salt Works are, 
which is much improved, and fine broad Streets built 
upon it; whereas this was before the meaneſt Part of all 
the City. 1 

The great Church, a ſtately Structure on an Eminence, 
received no Damage from the abovementioned Fire, It 
muſt be obſerved that the Salt made at Hall in Satin, 
in its Cryſtallization, ſhoots into fine hollow Pyramids, 
terminating at Top in quadrangular Apertures. 

From Hall to Oezrirghen, is a Stage and a IIalf. About 
a League from the latter lies the little Town f Neue, 
belonging to Count Oeringhen, where is an old, indeed, 
but very well built Palace, not at preſent inhabited, the 
Family Reſidence being chiefly at the Palace of the Ha 
henloe in Oeringhen ; half of which little Town belongs 
to Count Hohenloe-Bartenſftein, and the other to Count 
Schillingsfurſt, the richeſt Branch of the“ amily. 

The imperial City of Heilbrunn derive; its Name from 
an excellent Spring, which by Means of cven Conduits 
ſupplies it with Water: But at preſent it is not uſed me- 
dicinally, though it till retains its Character for extra. 
ordinary Purity. The Emperor Char/os V . attributed hi: 
Recovery from a Fit of IIlneſs, in the Year 15.47, to the 
Uſe of this Spring: This Event is commemorated by a 
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Monument on the Houſe belonging to the Prelates of 
Scopthal, but at preſent occupied by the Poſt-maſter. 

On the Sides of this Monument ſtand Fortitude: and 
Clemency, with four other Virtues, and two crowned 
Pillars, with the well known Inſcription pe, ultra. In 
this Houſe is alſo a Portrait of Carles V. which he le& 
behind him. It is very well executed, and reſembles 
thoſe of that Emperor done by Holbein. | 

Formerly the Women of Heilbrunn, by Way of Mouru- 
ing, wore on their Heads a Sort of Horn, made of black 
Cloth, about a Span in Length. I not only obſerved 
ſach a Figure engraved on a Pillar in the Church, but a 
few Years ago I met with ſome old Women here, who 
ſill retained this Faſhion. This Cuſtom may eaffty be 
deduced from the Germans of the moſt remote Antiquity, 
an erect Horn denoting Joy, as an inverted one was the 
Emblem of Sorrow. 

Lalit Year they had ſuch Plenty of Wine in this Coun- 
try, and farther up along the Neckay, that the Inhabitants 
wanted Caſks to put it in: For which Reaſon they ſold 
the Wine of the Growth of 1725, for half a Creutzer (or 
about a Farthing) per Quart, while at the ſame Time a 
Quart of the Se/der mineral Water ſold for eighteen 
Creutzers. . 


Jan, &c. 


Heilbrunn, Feb. 24, 1731. 


LETTER 


328 EETTER Xv. 


- 


SY RINVBIQLYLALIC EN go 


LETTER . 


Account of HEIDELBERO, MaNHETM, and the 
| Mountain Road. 


SIR, 
HE City of Heidellerg is very delightfully fituated 
on the Nectar. And, as the Palace ſtands on an 
Eminence, the Proſpect from it over the Valley 
towards Sebwerzinger cannot be exceeded. This Place 
was almoſ entirely deſtroyed by the French, in the Yea: 
2693, and, indeed, with ſuch Ontrageous Barbarity, chat 
'even the-cleQoral Burying Place was not ſpared, but the 
Bodies, Half decayed, thrown about the Streets ; ſore of 
ahe Inhabitants having concealed themfelves in the 
eld rainous Tombs. The Palace conſiſts of ſeveral 
Buildings joined together, ſome of which are in a good 
Taſte, and of beautiful Scoletie. Jo the Diſguſt con- 
ceived by the preſent Elector againſt this City, becauſe 
they would not give him an abſolute Grant of the Church 
of the Holy Ghoſt, is owing, that little Furniture is to 
be ſeen in this Palace, beſides ſome old and capital 
Family Pictures, and that he removed his Court to Man- 
Beim and Schauezingen; the latter of which is too ſmall 
for that Purpoſe, and except a beautiful Orangery, has 
nothing to recommend it, 

The famous Heidelberg Tun was repaired in the Year 
1727, and beautified with a Variety of Ornaments. 
At preſent it is full of Wine, and is ſaid to contain two 
hundred and four Tons: On the Top it is flat, and railed 
round, ſo that ſeveral Perſons may dine and walk about 
on it. This huge Cai was firſt made in the Year 1664, 
by Order of the Elector Char/es Leabit; and ome Idea 
may be formed of its Bulk from the Iron Houps round 
it, which are 110 hundred Weight, 
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On it are Figures repreſenting Bacchus and his caron- 
ſing Sylvaus. Near the Menagerie, beyond the Carmelite 
Church, are ſtill to be {zen che Remains of an old Caſtle, 
erected in Defiance of the Emperor Maximilian I. and 
thence called Trutz- Kaiſer, 

The Univerſity was founded in the Year 1346, and 
maintains fourteen Profeſtors in ordinary: Among whom. 
in later Times {1x jeſuits have been ſettled, who teach 
Divinity, natural and moral Philoſophy, and the Ma- 
thematicks. At preſent the Number of Calviniſi Stu- 
dents here. is about a hundred and eighty; and that of 
Roman Catholics a hundred at moſt; ſixty among the 
latter ſtudying the civil Law. With regard to the In- 
habitants of the Palatinate, the Roman Catholicks are 
not ſo numerous as the Proteitants ; the former moſtly 
reſort hither from Bavaria and other neighbeuring po- 
piſh Countries: And fo great is the Diſparity between 
the Numbers of the Profeſſors of both Religions, that 
there are two Lutherans and three Calbiniſis to one 
Papiſt. The reformed Clergy are poſſeſſed of an an- 
nual Income of a hundred and eighty thouſand Guit- 
ders. 

The electoral Territories on the Lower Rhine, namely 
Juliers, Bergue and Pawenſtein, yield an annual Reve- 
nue of nine hundred thouſand Guilders; and the like 
Sum accrues from the Frovinces of the Upper Rhame, 
excluſive of the large Produce ariſing from the Manage- 
ment of the eccleliaſtical Lands; and the Taxes in the 
Provinces both or the Upper and Lower Rhine are nearly 
equal, and amount annually to a Million of Guilders : 
And the remaining Revenues are expended in paying the 
Troops and for other Exigencies of State. I could get 
no particular Account of the Revenue of the Dutchy of 
Neuberg and the- Diſtrict belonging to it. The Territo- 
ries of Deuxponts which are in the Poſſeſſion of a diſtinct 
Branch of the Palatine Family, bring in three hundred 
thouſand Guilders a Year. 

Some Judgement may be formed with regard to 
the Fertility of the Soil in the Upper Palatinate, by 
conſidering how often it has been barbarouſly ravaged 
by the Enemy within this Century paſt, and yet the 
Inhabitants have already almoſt recovered their _— 
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The French thought to have entirely ruined the Conntry 
by Fire and Sword, and rendered it a Deſert for Want 
of Suſtenance to ſupport the Inhabitants; but ſoon after 
this the People came out of their Places of Retreat, and 
again cultivated the Lands. For it does not appear 
that a War is here looked upon as ſuch a great Ca- 
lamity as in other Countries; at leaſt it is not obſerved 
that ſuch a Viſitation produces any Change in the 
Manners of the Inhabitants in general. 

About two Leagues from Heidelberg, the Bera/iraſſe or 
Mountain Road begins, and extends as far as Darmſtadt ; 
but the laſt Part of this Road is from Heicklbeng to 
Benſheim, the Length of which is eight Leagues and 
the Breadth four. The Top of the continued Chain 
of Hills and Mountains on the right Hand, is covered 

with Woods, and more towards the Plain with Vine- 
yards, The level Road is planted with Rows of Wal- 
nut Trees and on both Sides are very fruitful Fields 
and Meadows. Some Writers call the Mountain Rog 

the Priz/s-Jeat ; as the popiſh Clergy have always had the 
Sagacity to pitch on the beſt Spots to reſide on; 
however in ſeveral Places of the Palatinate, this Sel- 
fiſhneſs of the Clergy has not had the intended Effect, and 
they have been © bliced to content themſelves with what 
they could get. | OS 

I be great Numbers of Walnut Trees growing on the 
* Bergſirafſe and Od:mwwald are very beneficial to the 
Country both on Account of the Fruit they produce, 
and the Timber of the Trees when felled. 

The Trade of Almonds of which great Quantities 
grow on the Pero/tra//e, might alſo be very much im- 
proved: Cheſtnut Trees are here and there interſperſed 
among the Vines; and near Meinheim is a Wood of 
Cheitnat Trees half a League in Circuit. But near Neu- 
flat, fix Miles from hence on the other Side of the 
Rhine towards Landau, are ſtill larger Walnut Trees and 
in greater Numbers, | 

Among the Wines produced in the Bergſtraſe, that 
of Sonnenberg near Minbeim is the beſt, as in thoſe 
Parts Slips of Ziſlinger Vines have been planted ; and 
no other Sort are allowed to be ſet there to the great 
Detriment of the Ringau Vineyards, The Grapes grow- 
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ing on them are ſmall and the Quantity of Wine pro- 
duced but inconſiderable. Beſides the Wine does not 
attain to a proper Ripeneſs in leſs than four or ſix 
Years, whereas the Grapes of Gutedel and Elblingen (the 
latter being the moſt common in the Berg/lrafſe) yield 
a great deal of Wine, which indeed is weaker than the 
other, and will not keep above five or fix Years ; but 
may be drank when it is only a Year old. Another 
Sort of Wine produced in this Country is called Har- 
thengft ; it is ſtrong bodied but very harſh at firſt. 

The Weltlize Grapes are of a bright red Colour 
and ſweet, but the common red Wine of the Bergftra/le 
is made of black Grapes, which, on Account of their 
ropy Juice are called R/ebschwarz. Of this laſt Sort 
are whole Vineyards, whereas the other Kinds grow 
promiſcuouſly for the moſt Part, and mixed together in 
preſſing, that the one may improve the Flavour of the 
other. Next to the Sonnenberg Wine, that of Lauter- 
bach, which lies about two Leagues from Veinbeim to- 
wards Heppenhein, has the Preference; and next to this 
that of Veinbeim. Once in four Years the Vineyards 
are ſtrongly manured ; which 1s of great Advantage to 
the Meadows lying below them; the Richneſs of the 
Soil being by the Rains waſhed down on the latter, fo 
that they require little or no Manure. The Vineyards 
begin to bear in two Years after planting, and continue 
in Heart between fifty and fixty Years.” 

Trial has been made in the Bergſtraſſe with Slips of 
Burgundy Vines, but in a few Years they have been found 
to degenerate. This was the very Caſe with the Browwr- 
cole planted in this Country, which in two Years Time 
became white and infipid. The Inhabitants of the Berg- 
ſiraſſe turn their Wine to as good Account as thoſe of 
 Ringau. The latter indeed fell an Aume of their Wines 
on the Spot for twenty or twenty ſeven Dollars, whereas 
an Aume of this Country Produce will fetch only eight 
or nine. But the Wines of the Bergſtraſſt or Worms do 
not require long keeping, as is the Caſe with tho 
of Ringau and other valuable Rheni/5 Wines, which 
muſt be kept a conſiderable Time, before they are 
fit to drink ; and this, befides the Expence of Tillage, 
runs away with a good deal of the Profit, Add to * 
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that even in a good Year an Acre of Ringau Land pro- 
duces only ſeven 4umes of Wine, whereas in the Berg- 
Hraſſe and about Vorm, an Acre yields three Fudes, of 
each of which contains fix HAumes. | 

It is cuſtomary all over this Country, that when any 
Perſon is in Want of ready Money, he 1s obliged in 
two thouſand Dollars to take three or four Fuders of 
Wine at a high Price: So that ſuch as have ready 
Money by them can ealily raiſe the Price of an Aue 
of Wine to fifteen Dollars and upwards. . The Rents 
of Lands in theſe Parts are moſtly paid in Fruits and 
other Productions of the Land. ä | 

A Judgment may be formed with regard to the Good- 
neſs of the Soil and the Warmth of the Climate in the 
Bergftafje, from hence, that after Rye Harveſt the Land 
may be ſown a fecond Time with Spelt, Buckwheat or 
Oats, which are reaped the Tame Year, 

In the Middle of the fineſt Spot in all the Berg ra, 
ſtands the little Town of Peinheim, which, in Reſpect 
of its healthy Air, is in ſuch Repute, that the Chil- 
dren of the Lady Degefeld, ſufficiently known in the 
Hiſtory of the Palatinate, whenever they became indiſ- 
poſed were uſually carried hither for the Recovery of 
their Health. This Place conſiſts only of four hun- 
dred and fifty, or at molt five hundred Houſes; though 
it brings the Elector Palatize a yearly Income of two 
and twenty thouſand Dollars. Here, as in the other 
Parts of the Upper Palatinate, there are three Coy 
and two Lutherans to one Roman Catholick, notwith- 
ſtanding which there are on the Council only three 
Cakvizifts, and three Lutherans to fix Papiſts. | 

To mention only ſome of the Petrifactions in this 
Country; near Nienbeim one meets with beautiful Srrombi 
Faffies Granulati, as alſo ſmall Shells which for their 
Prettineſs are called Conche Venereæ by the Latins, & 
Bocea Grenata by the Italians; theſe are probably what we 
call Black-a-moor's Teeth in Exglißb. 

Manheim lies about four Leagues from Weinheim, and 
at the ſame Diſtance from Heide/berg. It is ſituated in 
a low Valley, and is one of the moſt beautiful Cities 
in all Germany. All the Streets are conſtructed in 1 
Lines interſecting one another at right Angles; ſo . at 
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Uniformity, and Proportion, have not been duly ob- 
ſerved in the Houſes. The Raman Catholic Church, 
the Council-houſe, and the Tower betwixt them, are 
reat Ornaments to the large Market Place. On the 
own. Houſe is the Statue of Juſtice, and on the Church 
that of Religion; there is likewiſe a Fountain adorned 
with four Pillars, on which is the Figure of a Lion 
without a Tongue. 

The electoral Palace is not yet finiſhed, but in a 
few. Years will be one of the fineſt Structures in Europe. 


The Hall, from which there is a. fine Proſpect over the 


Rhine, will have but few Equals, Part of the fine Paint- 
ings and Ivory Sculptures have already been brought 
from Duſſeldorp to eim, and the whole Collection 
will undoubtedly follow in Time. The Fortifications 
of Manheim are conſtructed after the Manner and Plan. 
of Cohorn, and improved with the Addition of modern 
Inventions, ſo that at preſent it may be reckoned a- 
mong the ſtrongeſt. Places in Europe. The Side towards 
Heidelberg is. the. only Part where an Attack may be 
carried on. However, a Garriſon of ten thouſand Men 
would be neceſlary for its Defence. The Unwholeſome- 
neſs. of the, Air and Badneſs of the Water are great 
Detriments to this Place; but theſe Inconveniencies have 
been in ſome Meaſure redreſſed, by conveying, Water 
from the Neckar. Perſons of Diſtinction however have 


their Water from Heidelberg both for drinking and cul- 


linary Uſes, which Water was formerly ſold at Manheim 
for a Creutzer per Quart. 

It is owing to the Wholeſomeneſs of the Water of 
the River Nectar, that the Carp and other Fiſh are 
much better than thoſe of the Rhine. 

The Elector Palatine claims a Privilege from an an- 
tient Patent granted by the Emperor, the Property of 
the Rhine, and therefore ſtiles himſelf hereditary Go- 
vernor of the Rhine. He alſo aſſumes the Title of 
Dominus Rheni & Nicri, or Lord of the Rhine and Neckar ; 
and as ſuch allows no Miitemberg Boats or other Veſſels 
to come higher than Hilbron upon that River. There 
are now at Manheim ſome pretty Yachts and other Veſ- 
ſels belonging to the Elector. He alſo appoints an Ad- 
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miral of the Pa/atinate which Poſt was lately held by the 


Duterſen. 
The Source of the Rhine is in the Country of the 


Grifens, and is divided into upper, lower and middle 
Rhize; the latter Iſſues from the Mountain of St. Maria, 
the upper has its Source in the Mountains of Cri/pa/t, 
and the lower Rhine is foimed by. the Mountains of 
Adula near the Vegellerg, and riſes originally from the 
Ice Hills or Mountains, which are above a German Mile 
over. 

They dig Copper and Iron near the Marine, beſides 
oreat Quantities of Silver; and from the Sand gather 


Gold Duſt. The gathering of Gold is one of the Roy- 
alties belonging to the Elector Palatme ; any Perſon 


is permitted to gather Gold by Edict, but ſuch Gold 
muſt be delivered after it is waſhed into the Landgrave's 
Treaſury, where the Perſon who brings it is paid at the 
Rate of eighteen Dollars er Ounce. The Eaer flows 
hither from the County of Valaec, where the Sand 
yields more Gold. In the Country of Schewvartzbourg are 
ſeven of thoſe Brooks, amongſt which the Scwwartz, or 
the Polack hath the moſt, but is little regarded, as the 
Prince will not allow the Peaſants above ſixteen Dollars 
an Ounce for the Gold they gather. Gold Duſt is like- 
wiſe found in the Saalc. | 2] 

I ſhall conclude my Account of Manheim with ob- 
ſerving that it appears not to be ſufficiently inhabited ; 
at leaſt there is no great Hurry or Croud in the Streets, 
and as the EleQor, on Account of his ill State of Health, 
is generally confined to his Chamber, he gives himſelf 
but little Concern about the Gaiety and Splendor of his 
Court; ſo that there is not ſuch a Number of Equi- 
pages, and Perſons of Diſtinction at Manheim as a Perſon 
* expect in a City where the Elector's Court re- 

es. 


Jam, &C. 
Manleim, March 28, 1731. 
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Account of DARMSTADT, FRANK FORT, MexrTz, 
and LANDAU. 


SIR, 


8 you are no Stranger to the Court of Darm- 
ſtadt, I need not fill my Letter with ſuch Ac- - 
counts, as muſt give every one Concern. The 

low State, and irregular Collection of the Revenue, has 
occaſioned à Stop to be put to the Building of the fine 
Palace begun here; but the Model of the whole is 
depoſited in the Palace. There is a ſtrong Stag which 
draws a Chaiſe, and five other that are harneſſed, and, 
together with a Horſe draw a Coach, She 

The Fertility of the Soil may be eſtimated by the 
Largeneſs of the Aſperagus that grew laſt Year at Darm- 
fad, one of which weighed half a Pound; ſome were 
ſent to the Elector Palatine as a Preſent. The Garde- 
ners in Auſtria, generally lay ſome light hollowed Elder 
Sticks or Reeds over the Aſparagus, when they firſt 
ſhoot, which ſhelter, them from the Inclemency of the 
Weather. 

Franckfort lies three German Miles from Darmſtadt. 
The Road between theſe two Cities is for the moſt 
Part ſandy. | 

The Fairs held at Franckfort are famous all over 
Furope, and ſome Dealers who are competent Judges, 
have aſſured me, that ten Millions of Dollars would 
hardly purchaſe the Merchandiſe in the Ware-houſes, 
and thoſe expoſed to Sale in the Fair. Francfort Fairs 
exceed thoſe of Leipfict, though the latter, by Reaſon. 
of the Smallneſs of the Town, make a greater Ap- 
pearance. The yearly Revenue of the City of Francł- 
fort is eomputed- at fix hundred thouſand Guilders. 

Among 
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Among the Curioſities of this City, the chief, worth 
a Stranger's Notice, is the Aurea Bulla, or golden Bull, 
It is kept in the Town-Houſe in a. Tortoiſe-{hell Box, ſet 
with Mother of Pearl, and lined with yellow Velvet. 
The Poole itſelf is very much foiled, but an ample De- 
ſcription of is to be found in Thulemacius. 

The Bridge over the Main, from Franchfort to Sachſen- 
hauſen, is four hundred and fifty common Paces in Length. 

In the Cathedral, before the high Altar, is the Monu- 
ment of the Emperor Gunther, of the Family of Schavartz- 
Berg; and near it the Chapel where the Emperor is uſu- 
ally elected. It is very ſmall and dark, and without any 
Ornaments except a red Cloth, with which it is hung, 
near the Altar, in the Place where the Electors or their 
Repreſentatives. fit. 

n this Church is alſo a curious Clock, containing 
three Parts or Diviſions: n the loweſt, which reſembles 
a Calendar, are ſeveral Circles ; the firſt of which ſhews 
the Day of the Month, the ſecond the Golden Number, 
together with the Age and Change of the Moon, and the 
third the Dominical Letter: the fourth and fifth Circles 
repreſent the ancient Roman Calendar; on the ſixth are the 
Names of the Apoſtles and Martyrs, the Length of Days 
and Nights, and Entrance of the Sun in the twelve $1 
of the Zodiac: the ſeventh and eighth. exhibit the Hours 
and Minutes when the Sun riſes and ſets: in the eleventh 
Circle are the Diviſions of the twelve Signs of the Zo- 
diac, the four Seaſons, and the twelve Months, with their 
Influences: the Circle in the Centre ſhows the moveable 
Feaſts. The Figures which ſtrike the Hours repreſent 
two Smiths with Hammers in their Hands. This Piece 
of Mechaniſm was erected in the Year 1605, and re- 
paired, for the firſt Time, in the Vear 1704. ; 

In the Church of the Predicants are two Altars, oppo- 
fite to one-another, which are decorated with two Pieces 
of Painting by Albert Darer ; one repreſents our Saviour's 
Aſcenſion, and the other the Aſſumption of the Virgin 
Mary ; bat the latter is only a Copy, the Original being 
in the Poſſeſſion of the Elector of Bavaria. 

The Haſel Tree in Mr. HafePs Garden in this City, 
mentioned by the Franckfert Chronicles above two hun- 
dred Years ago, is worth Obſervation, The lower Part _ 
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the 'Trunk . meaſures ſeven, Frenchfort; Ells in /Circymfe- 
rence; its Height is equal to the Houſes near it; and it 
bears Nuts every Year. The Shells of the Nuts it pro- 
duces are very thick. but have the ſame Flavour with 
others. The Emperor Tepe dined. wier under thi 
Tree. The Soil of the Garden muſt be particularly fa- 
yourable to, Haſel · Trees; for though the adjacent Ground 
yields only common Shrubs, four Haſel- Trees, planted 
within theſe fifteen Years, are above twenty Feet high 
already. Theſe Recruits are ſuſtituted as the ,aboye- 
mentioned old Tree begins to decay. 

Though I did not viſit Mente in this Tour, yet as I 


formerly had an Opportunity of viewing this City, I am 


unwilling entirely to omit it in this Letter, as a Traveller 
may find here many Particulars worthy his Notice. In 


the Cathedral are ſeveral Tombs of the Archbiſhops and 


Canons. The high Altar is ſo, contrived, that the Prieſt 
faces the People, and need not turn about, as uſual, at 
pronouncing the Words Daminus wobiſcum. The Church, 
though lofty, is dark; a Defe& common to moſt ancient 
Buildings. The chief Thing worth ſeeing here is the 
Treaſury, which is ſhewn, for two Ducats, by two Per- 
ſons nominated by the Dean; and conſiſts of Jewels, 
rich Veſtments, and other Church Furniture, particularly 
zan Oftenſorium valued, at twenty-four thouſand Dollars. 
on ee, Nuns of St. Agnes have a very elegant 
urch. 

The Carthufian Monaſtery without the City, not far 
from the Faworita, is worth ſeeing. for its beautiful 
Church, in which are thirty. two Stalls of curious Wood 
inlaid with Ivory. The Artiſt who executed this elegant 
Work was a. Native of Hamburgh; and the Monks value 
theſe. Stalls at no. leſs than a thouſand Pounds each. 

The high Street is ſtrait, wide, and well built; being 
adorned with a beautiful Fountain, near which is a ſum- 


ptuous Palace built by two Brothers of the Name of 
Dalberg. 


The adjacent Country affords a. reddiſh ſandy Stone 
with. white -Veins, reſembling. thoſe of Marble, which 


.has a good Effect in building. They are now erefting 


the German Houſe in an elegant Manner. 
? Vor. IV. Q The 
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The Elector's Palace contains nothing remarkable; 
but the Favorita is a modern Edifice, and for its Situa- 
tion, the Proſpect over the Rhine and Maine, the Archi- 
tecture, and the Diſpoſition of the Gardens, which are 
adorned with Pyramids, Statues, Caſcades, and other 
Water-works, is a moſt elegant and delightful Place. 
The Building deſigned for the Orangery is properly the 
Corps de Logis, or main Body of the Palace; and the three 
Offices on the Sides, are Apartments for the Gentlemen 
and Domeſticks of the Court. The Apartments where 
his Highneſs reſides are void of all Symmetry and Ele- 
gance, excepting one Hall. 

Before the Rhine reaches the City of Mentæ, it is joined 
by the Maine, juſt oppoſite to the Favorita. The Waters 
of theſe two Rivers continue unmixed for a conſiderable 
Way below their Conflux, as is plainly diſcernable from 
the Water of the Maine being reddiſh, and thicker than 
that of the Rhine. Nor do theſe two Rivers compleatly 
mix their Waters till they arrive at Binghen, about four 
Miles below Mentæ, where the Mountains on both Sides 
cloſing together, violently compreſs them to a cloſer U- 
nion. There is a Bridge of Boats over the Rhine at 
Mentz, which is ſeven hundred and fixty common Paces 
in Length. The Roman Hiſtorians make early Mention 
of this City; and indeed, not only Roman Coins, but 
Statues, Altars and Inſcriptions have been dug up in ſe- 
veral Parts of it, br 

Some will have the Eichelſtein, or Acorn-ſtone, fo cal- 
Jed from its Shape, to be the Tomb of Claudius Druſus 
Germanicus ; but this Opinion is not well founded: be- 
ſides the Eichelſtein ſeems rather to have originally been 
a Watch-tower. It is at preſent included within the Ci- 
tadel of St. Jacobsberg. On the other Side of the City, 
ra nely, towards the Nhine, are ſome new Fortifications, 
begun in the Year 1712: The Labourers, in digging, 
found not only ſeveral Reman Urns, but alfo ſeveral Me- 
dals of Copper, Silver, and Gold. I obſerved alſo at 
Cber/cct-fleir, in the EleQorate of Mentæ, very beautiful 
Impreſhons of the Oftreo Peer on a yellowiſh Loam. 

From Manheim I viſited Landau, five German Miles from 
the former, It is ſituated in a low Plain, and the Moraſs 
before the German or Manheim Gate, is a good Defence. 


&: 4 Nt B of Þ.: 1 
On the other Side, namely, without the French Gate, are 
very ſtrong Out- works, excellently contrived for the De- 
fence of each other. Landau, at the Beginning of this 
Century, was three Times taken on this Side; in the 
fourth and laſt Siege, however, the French made the 
| 99mg Efforts on the Side of the Manheim Gate. This 
fortification was planned by Vauban; and round-it are 
ſeven Baſtions, which conſiſt of two Stories, and a Plat- 


form on the Top, ſo that they form three Batteries. In 
order to defend any Breaches that may happen to be 


made, every Baſtion has alſo its Counter- guard. The 
lower Part of this Fortification is faced with free Stone, 


and the upper Part with Brick. The River Queich runs 
through the Middle of the City, and has lately been 


rendered navigable ; ſo that. Stone, Wood, and all other 


neceſſary Materials for building are brought hither by 
Water. The Town-houſe is ſituated in the large Mar- 


ket, but the Town itſelf is ſmall and meanly built. 


In the Pariſh Church the Simw/taneum is duly obſerved: 
by the Catholicks and Lutherans, The Auguſtines have a 


Convent here; but the Calviniſis are not permitted the 


2 Exerciſe of their Religion, though at preſent two 


attalions of Swiſs, whoſe Officers are in general of that 


Perſuaſion, are here in Garriſon. The neighbouring 


Country is interſperſed with ſeveral Vineyards and Vil- 
lages, but only three of the latter belong to Landau; the 
Territories of the Elector Palatine extending within half 
a League of the City, which has only two Gates. 5 


In my Journey between Landau and Luneville, I met 


with nothing remarkable. The Roads are bad as far as 
Meiſſenburg, where you enter on the Cauſeway. This 
Town is fituated in a ſpacious Valley, but its Fortifica- 


tions are old and ruinous. Hagenau is larger and better 
fortified, but its Buildings are irregular. The Parts a- 


bout Saverne are very pleaſant, being planted with Rows 


of Trees; and as the Cardinal de Rohan often reſides 


here in his new Palace, he has cut ſeveral Avenues thro” 


the Woods, both for his own Diverſion, and that of 


Strangers who delight in hunting. A little beyond Sa- 


verne we aſcended a ſteep Mountain, at the Top of which 


is an Inſcription in the Rock, importing that this Road, 
which before was impracticable tor Carriages, was the- 


Qs roughly. 
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roughly compleated in the Year 1616, after a good deal 
ef Fro 5 < Aue ſo very light, that thi 
e Lorraine Money is ſo very light, that thirty one 
Livres of Lorrain'make but twenty for French Livres. 
F am, &c. 
Lune wille, May 1, 
1731. 
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An Actount of Lunevilite, Naxcy, and the Court 
of LORRAIN, * 

SIR, ; | 
EFORE the Year 1702, Luneville was a mean 
Place; but the French, at the Beginning of this 
, == Ceiitury, thinking it neceſſary to garriſon Nomrey, 
the late Dake of Lorruin, in order to remove all Suſpi- 
cin that the Emperor might entertain of his Partiality, 
withdrew: to Lune wille, and there built a Palace, at which 
he reſided evety Summer: but about thirteen Vears ago, 
= Part of this Edifice was deftroyed-by-Fire, which, 
owever, in a ſhort Time roſe; like the Phœnix, more 
beautiful from its Aſhes. The new Palace was firſt co- 
vered* with Plates of Iron, and varniſhed with. a ſtrong 
Compoſition, which, as they pretended, would ſecure 
the Iron from contracting any Sort of Ruſt. But Expe- 
rience demonſtrated the Contrary, and theſe Plates not 
being properly joined together, the Rain penetrated thro' 
and rotted the Timber Work in ſuch Manner, that the 
Duke was obliged laſt Vear to remove to Comercy, while 
is Palace was new roofed, which coſt the Duke four 

hundred thoufand Livres. 1 

The Garden belonging to this Palace is elegantly laid 
out on the Banks of the River Vi one; but its Situation 
15 
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is ſomewhat low and marſhy. The Court is ſtill very 

ſplendid, tho' much altered from what it was in the Year 
1716. The late Duke, beſides a great Number of other - | 
Servants, had fifty Gentlemen of the Bed-chambers. -. | 

That State however could not have been ſupported, had the 

Salaries been on the ſame Footing as at other Courts; 
but the Fondneſs of the Mobility of Lorraiz for honorary - 
Titles rendered the Expence ſo inconſiderable, that ſcarce - 
twenty of the fiſty Gentlemen had any Salary ; and.even 
theſe only ſix hundred Livres of Lorraiz a- Year, The 
firſt Preſident of the Parliament of Lorrain had but two 
thouſand Livres annually, which was alſo the uſual- 
Salary of a Miniſter of State. The preſent Duke has | 
reduced the Number of Gentlemen of the Bed-Chamber | 
to twelve, and gives each of them a Salary of eighteen | 
hundred Livres a Year.. Formerly there were fourteen - | 
publick Tables at this Court; namely, four for the ducal ; 
Family, one for the. Steward, another for the under | 
| 


Steward, another for the Gentlemen of the Bed-chamber, - 
another for the Officers of the Guards, and another 
for the Chaplain, Almoners, and Confeſſors; but 
at preſent theſe are reduced to four, the firſt for the 
Duke aud Nobility, the ſecond for the Dutcheſs Dow- 
ager, the Princeſſes, and Ladies, the third is the 
Marſhal's Table, where thoſe Foreigners, who do not 
dine with the Duke, are admited together with their 
Governors and Officers, the fourth for the Gentlemen of ' 
the Bed chamber. 8 

Popery is the predominant, and indeed the only Re - 
ligion tolerated in the Dominions of the Duke of Larrain; 
and ſuch Care is taken to ſupport it, that whatever Subject 
of Lorrain is convicted of turning Proteſtant, tho' charge- 
able of no other Crime, is condemned to Death... 

The Duke's yearly Revenue amounts to about two 
Millions of Rye ui] Guilders, fourteen hundred thouſand | 
of which are ſaid to ariſe from the Salt-Works of Rofteres | 
and Dieue. The Rheniſh Guilder. is reckoned at preſent 
at three Livres, five Sols, or about four Shillings and four 
Pence ſterling. The ducal Lands are indeed of great | 
Extent, but in ſeveral Parts divided by the French Tern- | 
tories. Towards Franche Compts, and the Mountain Yo- 
Leſas, the Soil is far from being fertile; and I doubt 
Q 3 ___ whether- 
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whether the few Mines of Iron, Copper, Tin and Sil- 
vet, or thoſe of Agate, Chaleidony, and other Gems, 
© diſcovered here, compenſate for the Sterility of the Land. 
The Academy at Luneville has for ſome Time enjoyed 
4 conhderable Reputation, and nothing -can be better 
' © Eondufted than it is at preſent under the Inſpection of 
Baron Schack. Several Proteftant Students reſide here, 
and the only Inconveniency they experience, is that of 
conforming on Fridays, and Saturday; to the uſual Food, 
allowed by the Church of Nome, unleſs they are indiſpoſed. 
The Baron keeps an elegant Table, ten Diſhes bein 
" conſtantly ſerved up beſides a Defert, at Dinner, — 
nine at Supper. Mr. Schach, as Governor, always dines 
with his Pupils, and ſome of the Students have the Ho- 


' Hour of fitting at the Duke's own Table in their Turns. 


They likewiſe often hunt with his Highneſs, when the 
Duke furniſhes them with Horſes. The Number of 
Students in the Academy at preſent is fifteen, beſides an 
equal Number of Foreigners of Diftinaion, who board 
in Luneville, both for the Conveniency of private Inſtruc- 
tions from the Tutor of the Academy, and the Advan- 
tage of a Court Education. Ancient and modern Hiſtory, 
Geography, Chronology, Mathematics, moral and natu- 
rat Philoſophy, the Law of Nature and Nations, the 
Roman civil Law, and the Laws of Germany are taught in 
this Academy: Beſides which, the Students are alfo in- 
ſtructed in tne Italian, French, and German Languages, 
and likewiſe in Riding, Fencing, worn and the mili- 
tary Exerciſes. Every Student is at Liberty to fix on 
what Study he will chiefly apply himſelf to. There are 
forty Horſes in the Riding-School, but it is intended ſoon 

to increaſe their Number to ſixty. 
A Stranger, who deſigns to ſtay ſome Months at Lune- 
ville, though arrived at Years of Maturity, cannot do 
better than to reſide at the Academy, where he may board 
by the Month. The Externes, who do not board at the 
Academy, pay for the firſt Month at the Riding-School 
a hundred Livres, and for every Month after, forty, and 
thirty Sols a Month for Switch Money. The Charges of 
Entrance to the Externes are between thirty and forty 
Livres. The Maſters of Exercifes and Languages, as 
likewiſe thoſe for Fortification, and other Parts of the 
* Maths- 


= . 


LUX EVIL I E. 3 
Mathematics, attend five Hours a Week, and are paid 
only twenty Livres per Month. No Academiſt, 1 8 
has his own Tutor, is fuffered to go out of the Academy 
after Supper, without Leave of the Governor; and if he 
has a Tutor, he muſt not fir out without his Conſent. | 
The like Permiſſion is ſtilk more neceſſary, if the Student | 
is to be abſent all Night. Aſter Midnight, the Gate is | 
not to be opened without expreis Leave from the Go- 
vernour. No Perſon is allowed to keep a Dog in the 
Academy, nor any Student/to play on muſical Inſtruments, 
either after ten at Night, or in the Day, during the | 
Time of publick Lectures. None of the Students, with- 
out their Governor's Leave, are to eat in their own | 

Chambers, except in Cafe of Sickneſs. No hired Lac- 

quey is to ſtay in the Academy after twelve o'Clock, nor | 

any Student allowed to keep above one Apartment. When 

- a Student leaves the Academy, he ts to deliver op his | 

Apartment, in the ſame Condition as he found it. No 

Footman, in or out of Livery, muſt wear a Sword. Every 

Gentleman provides his own Krife, Fork, and Spoon. 

No new Keys are to be made for any of the Locks in 

the Academy without the Houfekeeper's Knowlege. If any 

Student be taken ill, he is immediately to give Natice 

to the Governor of the Academy, who fends for a Phy- 

fician, and orders him to make a Report of the Diſtem- 
per. All Diſputes arifing between the Academiſts are de- 
cided by the Governor, who, according to the Circum- 
ſtances of ſuch Difputes, receives Orders from the Duke. 

No Tradeſmen, nor Dealers are to traſt, or give Credit 
N to any of the Gentlemen, who board in the Academy, 
without the Conſent of the Governor, under the Penal- 
ty of forfeiting the Money and Goods they have thus 
advanced. No Bolts are to be fixed on the Infides of 
the Doors, that tke Governor = at Pleaſure enter any 
of the Rooms. Al Games of Chance are prohibited 
both within and without the Academy. 

That the Tators may be the more careful of the 
Conduct of their Pupils, they have at all Times free 
Acceſs to the Court, and are prefented to the ducal Fa- 
mily, together with the young Gentlemen. This Privi- 
lege of attending their young Pupils is highly beneficial, 
as otherwiſe, on. Account of the Diſparity of Rank, the 

Q 4 Tators 
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Tutors would be excluded from polite Aſſemblies, where 
. _ their Vigilance and Advice are moſt neceſſary. During 
the laſt Carnival, a. particular Table was kept at Court 
for the Tutors ;. and even at the Theatre they ſit behind 
their Pupils, Foreigners and Academiſts go to- Court. 
every Day, and as Lunewille is but a ſmall Place, a young 
Gentleman cannot be guilty of the leaſt Slip, but it is 
immediately known at Court, where he is ſure to meet 
with a ſevere Raillery from the Ladies: This generally 
22 a. young Student more circumſpect in his Be- 
viour. 
* Among theſe good Inſtitutes there is one bad Cuſtom; 
namely, that the Germans here, as in other Places, get 
together, and ſpeak their native Language. Another 
Inconveniency is, that the many Feſtivals, and publick 
Days obſerved here, occaſion a. much larger Expence in 
fine Cloaths, than is neceſſary in other Academies. Laſt- 
Iy, tho' Gaming is prohibited here, yet they play very. 
much at Court; and whoever is once — in Play 
with the Ladies, finds it very difficult to diſengage him- 
ſelf afterwards; and tho' what he loſes may not exceed a 
Guinea or two, yet, if this be often repeated, it will in 
Time amount to a conſiderable Sum. | 
The Diſtance between Lunewille and  Narey is about 
five Leagues, and the Poſt-Horſes are changed at St. 
Nicelas,*a ſmall Town much frequented. by Pilerims, on 
Account of ſome Reliques of St. Nicolas, . Biſhop of St. 
Mire. About half a League on this Side of Nancy, on a 
ſmall Eminence to the Left, ſtands a Seat of the Duke 
of Lorrain, called Malle-Grange. It has a delightful Pro- 
ſpect, and the Structure itſelf is begun with great Ele- 
gance, tho' it is now much queſtioned, if it will ever be 
Fiſhed, Farther on, towards the City, is a Chapel, 
called notre Dame de bon Secour, in high Repute for Mira- 
cles, ſaid to be performed in it. 
NMoeanq is ſituated in a fine Plain, about half a League 
from the River Meortie, and conſiſts of the old and new 
City. In the latter, the Streets are broad, ſtraight, and 
well built. The Roofs of the Houſes, according to the 
Cuſtoms of this Country, are ſo. flat, that you may walk 
upon them: In the. old City, the oblong Area, or broad 
Street before the Palace, makes a good Ap en, The 
Orti- 


| 
| 
h 
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Forti fications were demoliſhed: to 
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fy the French, and 
nothing now remains of them but the Wallx and ſome 
Baſtrons: This City was reſtored to the Duke of Lorrain, 
in this defenceleſs: State, at the: Treaty of Ryſtbicc, on 
Condition that the Duke ſhall not fortifꝰ Nancy, nor any 
other Place without the Conſent of the Nrich King. 

Part of the old Palace is now pulled down: The late 
Duke had begun to build a new one, but the Misfortunes 
of the Times put a Stop to that Undertaking; fo that 


NANO. 


there is only a Corps de Logis, whieh, inſtead of a grand 


Entrance, has only: five ſmall Doors, like thofe of the 
Stadthouſe at — In the Palace are eighteen 
exquiſite Pieces of Tapeſtry, repreſenting the heroic Ac- 
tions of Charli IV. Duke of Bojrrain. Here are alſo 
the Sabres of two Jurgundians, who were killed with 
Charles the Buid; together with that Duke's Helmet line 

with red Velvet. and on the Top of it a yellow Creſt. 
This Helmet is carried every Year in Procrſſion by the 


Captain of the Swifi, while two other Stvifzers carry the 
two Sabres abovementioned; Near the Palace a beau- 


tiful Garden has been contrived” in one of the Baftions, 
from which there is a very pleaſant Proſpect. Adjoining 
to this Garden is the Opera-Houſe, Which was built by 
Bebina, the Hallun ArehiteR, who alſo built the Theatre 
at Vienna This Houſe is not remarkable for its Large- 
neſs, but is extremely well contrived. On each Side of 
it is à grand Tribum, which adds confiderably to its 


As for religions Edifices, L' Eg/iſe Primitialt, which 
oy are now building, will be a magnificent Structure, 
and is to be adorned with two Towers and 4 Cupola. 
It is called Primitiale, becauſe it is not under the Juriſ- 
diction of the Biſhop of Toul, the Metro olitan of the 
Duchy of Lorrain, but immediately ſubject to the Pope. 
The Chapter conſiſts ofa Primate, and ſixteen Canons. The 
Duke, without conſulting Canons, names, the Primate, 
who is confirmed by the Pope. His Revenue, together 
with that of the Abby ee, annexed to the Primacy, 
amounts to thirty-ſix thouſand Livres; which, ſince the 
Year 1715, when the laſt Primate Duke Charles Joſeph 
Hnatius, Elector of Triers and Biſhop of Ofnabrug died, 


has, 
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bas, by Conſent of the; Pope, been appropriated as 2 
Fund towards building the — Church. F: 1 
In St. George's Church lie the Remains of Charles the 

Bold, Duke of Burgundy, who, on the fifth of January 
1477, was killed in a Battle before the City of Nancy. 
Some indeed pretend, that his Bones were removed to 
Bruges, in Flanders, at the Deſire of Mary, Governeſs of 
the Netherlands, and Queen of Hungary. This Statue on 
his Tomb at Nancy lies with his Head on a Cuſhion, his 
Hands folded together, and a Lion at his Feet. | 
In the ſame Church is the burial Place of the ancient 


Dukes: of Larrain; but thoſe of later Date have been 


buried in the Church of the Capuchines. 

I muſt not bere omit mentioning St. Urbain, the cele- 
brated Medaliſt, and. Engraver to the Duke of Lor- 
rains Mint. He is -a Native of Nancy, and reſided at 
Rome twenty-five Years with Hammerani, during the Pon- 
tificates of znocent XI. Alexander VIII. Innocent XII. and 
Clement XI. where he continually practiſed Engraving 
and Architecture. | | 
From Nancy.1 ſhall proceed to France, and from thence 
to England; and intend to return by the Way of the 
Auſirian and united. Netherlands, I am ſenſible how well 
you are acquainted. with theſe Countries; and, conſe- 
quently, cannot flatter myſelf, that any Account I can 
tranſmit from thence. will afford you either Inſtruction or 
Entertainment. I therefore beg Leave to conclude theſe 
Letters, humbly recommending myſelf to your Favour 
and Protection. 
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